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Aſﬀembly, a ſequent , fo proe int 
to the ſaid George Moſman Eat? dermgineT (f _ what 
. Aﬀs and other Pa wp gry thought fit by this, & other Aſſem- 
blies tobe Printed and they will be anſwerabhl to the Gene- 
ral Aſſemblies of this Church. Extratted from the Records of the 
Aſembly, per me * Bi 
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At Edinburgh the 21ſt. day of November 1699 
. Nemt the Petition given m 10 the Lords of Hilo Ma- 


Jeſttes Privy Council be ig tioners 
int Edinburg h; Shews t where the General 
Aſſembly by their Att ng, Th aate the ſeventhgday of 
November current, Narrating, that they ba 
Sidered the great Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs of having a 
Printer, for Prmteng their Atis, andother Papers 
this Church and ber Aſſemblies ; And had by their Vote 
Choice of the Petitioner to be only Printer to the Aſſemblies: 
have allowed the preſent and ſubſequent Clerks of Aſſemblies to 
roe him exatt and accurat Copies,of what Atis and other Papi 
H be thought fit by the Aſemblees tobe Printed ; As the {ai Fa 
f che date foreſaid, bears. And therefore humbly Craving 
amen pony Fe -" Cogptaroput or Ada Aj 
ſembly) that the Petutioner has the only Right toPront the AtFs and 
other Papers belonging to thus Church and ws, Aſemblies : And to 
Ordazm the Petitioner to be the Only and Sole Printer of ſuch Atts 
of Privy Council as are Relative to, or Neceſſary for the better Exe. 
cution of the Atts of the General Aſſembly, with all Orders rela- 
zruve thereto,and neceſſary to be Printed; And to Diſcharge all 0- 
ther from Pr imting of the /ame, As the ſaid Petition bears : Which, 
with the A of ht Aſſembly produced therewith, bemg conſidered 
be the /ards Lords of Privy Councel. They Hereby Find and De. 
clare that the [aid e Molman has the Only Right to Print the 
Atts and other Þ ng to this Church and ber A/imblies; 
rv Tg 'S | other; Printing the ſame. Extrafted 
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Holden and Begun at Edinburgh the 16:6 day of OFober 1 6go) 
And ind Ending the? I i ay of LADA next tliercaſter. 
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The e Meeting of the General Aſſembly, dnd the Recording of 
T beir © Majeſties Commiſſion, #0 John Lord Carmichael, for 
Repreſenting T ber Majeſties therein, = Mi 


| 17S 
Edinburgh 16 of Offober 1699. Poſt Meridiem. Sell. t. 


Z His day, being a day of Solemn Faſting and 
I Honghaon? the Genaral Aſſembly of the 
SAX& Miniſters and Eldeis of: this Church; did 
a afrer Sermons (inthe Forenoon by Mr. Ga 
brielCuninghem Moderator of the laſt Ge- 
neral Meeting, and in the Afternoon by Mr, 
Patrick Symp/on Moderator of the Prececd. 
| ing © General Meeting} Conyeen inthe Al. 
ſembl - Houſe at Edinburgh, according to an Indiftign 
A of the Curcent Pacliament, A) the 7 day of Zane 
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The LCACTS of the 

DireRions gi he late Mecting..of the Miniſters 
Lads after Prayer, there was produc- 
edto them, _ an Noble Lord John Lord Carmichael, Their Ma. 
| ptr ypc wr —_— heir Majeſties _ Commilſ- 
Sy = 

TI Th hich '\was- 
duc R 7 ARE i wt _ 


Name, Repreſent to 
|| - 
his Aſſe 5 wt 
uthority, 14 7 eſentarivEot Their 
erſons ; IS{ation, with Their 
Majeſties choice of a perſon ſo well Qualified, and ſo Acceptable 
_ omen doh ro plain Theit Majeſties therein. To 


hack Jen Ivf oe it IF his 
,6s h theit 


jeſtics LE ty. 


md 


= Good FN, the Church, : bly nm the ſaid 
Commiſſion to be yuan" in het ks, Ad futurum rei 


Jeroen: —_ 5 B's 37 2 | - 


ULIBL MUS &ALORED, Dei EO Magnz Britan. 


me, Fraxce y 6 Figcique, De- 
Pome anyy 1 rn ous ad weheCocs 
r# pervenerint, Salut Quandoquidem per actum, in 
_ ears Ie" bojus roſtri Parliamenti, -Expeditumm, 
De ſtabihendo Eccleſi ine, . in jori hoc toſtro S$co- 
tizRegno ; Primum Eecle iz illivs Generalem Conyentum, E- 
dmbargi, Tertiodie Jovis, Menſis OfFobris Inſtancis, reneri Ordi. 
nayimus: Nos autem (Rebus magni Momenti alio yocantibus) 
Indio Conventu intereſſenequimus: Abunde vero Cupidi, ut 
Idem Generalis Conventus , 4d Religionem veram Retormaram 
mehlws firmandam, Pietarem'& Sanftitatem Propagandam, Pa- 
cem iraque & Unirazem, in dicta Eccleſia, & hoc noſtro anniquiore 
Regno acquirendam ; merhodo debira & Regulari, Obſeryerur - 
Cumque Teſtimoniis perplurimis & probatis, nobis abunde ſariſ- 
faQum fir, de Przelaris animi dotibus & fide Eximia, fidelifſimi 


& cileiflimi noſtri- Conſiliarii, Joawmis Domini Carmichael, 


$ ad ſurnme fiducie Munus infra expreſſum, debire & exacte 

eandym & cxcerendem, uſque q _ eft adaptatus: Noveri- 
tis igirur nos Nominalle & Conſtitui ficuti per haſce noſtras 
n_ An Nominamus & Conſticuimus Eundem Joan: 
Dobminum Carmichael, Supremum noftrym Commiſſiona- 
win:  odneeyoen infra expreſſum : Damus pariter & conce- 
gimos ili facram Noſtram Perfonam & Authoricatem Regiam 
Repreſentandi, acpro aobis preſentiam faciendi, locumque no- 


ſicum 


General Afemblyel Porifncn 1690, | " 
ſtruminſubſcquenti Generali Conventu, Tanquam Commiſſio- 
narionoſtro, in bunc effeRtun Tpecialiter Conſtituto, — ; 

sli2ad Iimpetiuck & d{ungs Commiſignais Ph 
nerali Eccleſiz conventu peragendi, tam plene , 
in quovis Qulliberglivs cher Hans 
raaty wont. ſeu quovis retroatto 
at — 
hoes m & amplfiinem his ron Comm 


nem: 7 rr Woe av ing 
c nollra Commi Pt 


michael, In ha 
cienda, Nos firmiter approbamus, Rata habemns, & habitu 


ſumus. , Omnibus & finpulis inſuper anrediti,Conventus,  & 
Eccleſiz Paſtoribus & > a -- Cezreris qrl ofcunmidde hu- 
jus Noſtri Regni Subditis, oujuſeynque asdinjs fn rm open 
eundem Joannem n= Dominy Co hae, tanquam TY 
Noſtrum Commif k8 effeetun & 
beant, ftricte MlanAbithis $i 
ſtrath Commmiſſio! Cove ) 
lis C Setfio Fuſe -cbive Not == nog 
onventus Sc Yiids. ec 4 
nos Revocetut, Continyare Dedaraytmus, ac ptr Prilentes' 
lum Noſtcum a open Mandavirnvs, Aptd/ alan N 
Kenſingtoun, deb ge is, toi 
Per ſignaturam maniyS. D. N. Keghs fupra$ighutarm 
Obes s dg wecal) | On 


menrionarum, kew/rmjy gr 

lum, Preſencibus 

claratnos, lo cujusrri'Teflioritim,PrefentibusMa 
Regniquenoſt, Amipſeryndo;"-l" | #915 v9. 
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Sealed at Edinburgh the Written to the "Ep Sea, = 
x6:4.of Oftober 1690, .  Regiftrat then6th. day of OQds 
Alex, Inglis. '- bet. x696,Dut, Ronald De.” 
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- Fhe MAJESTIES Gracious Letter. U the Aﬀenbhs | 


"Edinburgh 17 Ofiber 1690. Ance Meridiem, Seſl. 2. 


ThisSeſſion, His Ma te Gracius Lene Diſt tohis Ge 
neral A , was Heard with great Re- 
ftpeRt 5'und ndapyotneedto be Recorded the Books of he Alend: 
ly; The Tenour whereol follows. 


. William KR. 


Reverend, Trufly and Well Beloved, 
UR Concern for the Good of Our Ancient King- 


- undone, that Contribute tothe making of 
it Happy :, And re having been intormed, 
that rences as to the Government of the 
Church have cauſed greateſt Confuſions in that Nation ; We 
gid willingly concurre with Our Parliament, in In-atting ſuch 
a Frameof it, as was. judged to be moſt le to the In- 
clinations of Our GoodSubjeRts: To which as We have had 
a particular Reguard, in Commencing this Aſſembly, With 
Our Authority, and aR epreſentative of Our Royall Perſon; So 
We expe, that Your ment ſhall be loch, as We hall 
havenoreaſon, to.Repent of what we havedone, - A Calm and 
Peaceable Precedure, will benoleſs pleaſing ro Us, than itbe. 
cometh You. We never could be of the Mind, that Violence 
was ſuited to rhe advanceing of True Religion : Nor doe Wein- 
tend, that Our agg Gar ever be a Tool, tothe Irregular 
Paſſions of any Party. Moderation is what Religionenjoynes 5 
ghbourng ws expectfrom You, and We Recommend 
And We aſſute You of Our conſtant Fayour and Pro- 
tection, in Your following of theſe Methods, which ſhall be for 
the real advamage of True Piety, and the Peace of Our King- 
doms. Given under our Royal Hand, Atour Court at Ken- 
fingtoun, the 10 day of Of7ober 1690. 


By His Majeſties Command, 
Dire, MELVILL. 
For the Reverend, Trufly and Wel- | 
Beloved. Miniſters and Elders, 
wet inthe General Aſſembly of the 


Chweb at Lt 


The 


dom, hath been ſuch , That We have left nothing 
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May it pleaſe Top Majeiyirials 3:0 
Our Gracious Letter, Matar 
Eon, niet here), in. 


the. General Aſſembly 9f 

Church of Scotland Was, and Heard 
va Ns, wh with. 
that the bog ad 
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! ag Me Church, 

Inſpire: Fot as Your Myellies a Connor 

our Ancient | 


ng canim the 
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as 


—"W - Noe S OCCAaniog. 
cane thy r= Now Authori , anda 
Ju Repreſentative of Spin for —_ ws —_ 
m Favour; cially that ic 
peed Youre Orcs Fa our Choice, Cy a Perſon 
Qualified, angdp to Us. And now, Great 
oo after ſo many and == and Fayours, Received 
rom Your We Hope we may with Confi 
Kyeanry =o Rl IN anogmene ſhall be fuch, as Yout 
Majeſty hath fo 7 (ve ye expect , and ſhall never give 
cauſe to Repent of what You have done for Us. The God of 
COIs . of Peace ;. ivithal vital the Providences that have 
y_ be Yor. panſlangss thac We are under, as well 
tld leaſure, Require of UsaCalmo 


bat onde Procedure.” pot the Violence for _ 
enceſake , that We have £ _ and ſo much Diteſted, _ 
t 


. & —— 


25,2” 


k x . 
_ * Ap: 


* I "The HET 'S$-of the: * 
theſe Abuſes of Authority, in Bs » Where. 
by 9 om Mens Irregulir Paſſions, morn fadly 
Smarted; our ſclves thould Lapſe unco , 
We ſhould cerrainly prove the moſt Unjuſt towards God, Fooliſh 


towards our Selyes, and Lngratetowards Vour Majeſty , of all 
ME Grear Revolutions of this nature, mu ſt be atrend- 


Tor any 1 
Approetons Marty Us inthe. 


Rect, which Vo | 
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nd to maintain as mu hs OG Wes, Peaceand 


As likewiſe to'com- 


7 2! Urn pr Hoh. oy, 


ENG We Map fic of Bn. Ws grmey 
| w F 1 


Sn Obedient IF f 


3419 i LL 4J "TT 
= T6 I Ve&!3..4 07 
"TITS "4 "3 iu} "r ' - eons Hb fot 
234/301 116 


Shs +3 A 
#:+ F Jail 4 | 
way led | 


275d $647 2809! \» Dynodinow: Prſencs hone Name, 
19H «©: Ta HTO G15 2 
erate} cf] to $3iun rh [Ina opt Appoincmens, By 


on KENNEDIE Moderwor 


. } "(x2 
: o F#Y 4 
+ / 1! »s a 6 - 7 fi : ** is z "7 i} Cy 7 F 


is et at Ate > "Ah " _ . . 


General Aſſembly 4 Tdivx»uncn 1690, , 
y ' »* af p | Iv. _ "44 ' 11968 $1161 19 l. Sigh © 
; 295 eitly bo yiir by 


ſe al bot Is. 
_Apprintment of «Diet, t6bt pt by the Afembhyfar Prajer. 


| 4 ' at a 
| ; Eadena Seffione. 17556 wid) cid? = 


ag | . enohror tron 


twixe Eighe and Twelve 2 Clock im-che Fecetmorn; 


5 [Affemblys And) to. all che! dd{bns« 
 - bers, to meetinrhe Aſſembly. Houſe tor tht 8nd; 


uw yo. 
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$ | .. The ACTS of the 
_ un ata a  Obhc to the Autho- 
«+ ricy of this Church, in hecR Judicatories, contained 
«+ jnclic tai Shorrer Paper be Enteftained and. A 
* of, FEES ade 7 Received into Communion wit 
Is 
Os Com 


red, in pre- 
an hong —_ 


jagharh the ſid ; Ardoake - ve ———_ Rent in 

their Preſence : The General Aſſembly y, aftermature Deliberati- 
on, ed Unaaimoully,qadwidhoura crater Vate, Approve the 
above wtitten Repert and Opinion of the Committee of Over- 
eures, inthe hail Heads thereof. Which being Intimate to the 
Tore named Perſons, they Acquielced thereto. Uponall which 


the following AR was made., 


ACT ance Ar. Thomas 2s and Others: 


4 _ ot Sie as ied OY on T's E. 


a Sbotigon** Tl Goa ae es AASETEIIS ig EH 


_——_— md no AindoS "I 2: <2 


General Mffembly at Enrwngrcn, 1690. . I 
therein, whereof they are, or ſhall be found Capable. Whereup - 
on, and attheir deſire, it was ordained that uhis AR ſhould be 
made; andan Extract thereot given to them in good Form, Fal- 
lows the Tenour of the ſard ſhorter Paper. - 


Ty the Moderator and Remanint Members of the Gentral 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Right Reverend and Honourable, 

Ith the greareſt Farneſtneſs of longing we have 
deſired, and yetwith a Patience perhaps to 
exceſs, we have waited, for an Opportuni> 
ty; to bring our unhappy Differences (of 

| | which; all Partiesconcerned are weary) to 

« a Happy ahd Holy cloſe : And for this end to have acceſsto 

« apply our ſclves to a full and free General Aſſembly of this 

« Church, inveſted with Authority and Power, # foro Divino 

* GO Humans, to Determine = Cognoſce ipon them. The 

« want of which, an Aſſembly conſtitute in that vigour, to which, 

* through the Mercy of God, This Venerable National Synod 

« hatharrived, hath becnthegteateſt ler and impediment of our 

« compoſing theſe Differences, ina wiy, wherein not only we, 

+ bur allof the ſame Sentiments would acquieſce. Now havin 

« obtained this much longed, and long Prayed fot priviledge; 

« Wecannot forbear = longer, humbly, ro Accoſt and Accra 

« this Venerable Aſſembly, wirh agree and Ingenuous Repreſen 

« tation of our Minds and Deſires. The ſcope'of whictris, to 

« Kepreſent theſe things, which bhaye been moſt ſturabling to us, 

« forthe exoneration of -our Conſciences; and to declare our 

« Deſigh, after we have exhibited our Teſtimony againſt theſe 

« Courſes; which we underſtand to haye been Corruptions and 
« DefeRions in this Church, And laid it down atthe Aſlemblies 
« feet, to be diſpoſed of, as their Wiſdorns ſhall rhink fir: That. 
« weſhallinall Required Submiſſion, Subje& our Selves,our Lives 
« and Doctrine, to the Cognizance ot rhe Judicatoties of this, 
« Church, and ſhall equally oppoſe Schiſni and DefeRion, inany 
« Capacity, that we ſhall be found Capable of. And here by 
*« theſepreſents, we bind and oblige our ſelves Faithtully, rolive 
« in Union, Communion and intire Subje&ion, and due Obedi- 
« enceinthe Lord, tothe Authority of this Church, in her Re. 
« ſpeQive Judicatories : As witneſs our Hahds ar Edinburghthe 
* 24 day of OfJober 1690. | 

T hoinas Lining. 


Alexander Sheilds. 
Wilkam Boyd, . 
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Aft anent Miniſters that g al the publick Orders of the 
C13, 


Edinburgh 28 of October 2690. Ante Meridiem, Sell. 11. 


He AſſemblyRecommends it to Presbyteries,totake 
Notice ofall Miniſters, within theic Bounds, whe- 
ther the late Conforming Incumbents, or others, 
who ſhall not obſerve Faſts and Thankſgivings, 

? Indicted by the Church : Or who ſhall; be found 

Guilty, of any other Ircegular Carriage, in Adminiſtrating the 

Sacraments in private, or Celebrating Clandeſtine Marriages, 

without due Proclamation of Bans: And to cenſure them accor- 


dingly. 


aid... _ ..\ bs * . - - 


—_— 


VII 
Att approving ſeveral Overtures. * 


Edinburgh 2.9 Otober 1690. Ante Meridiem, Sefl. 14, 
Bis day the Oyertures following were Readin Pre- 


ſence of the Allembly, 
Anent Subs __ x. * For retaining ſoundneſs,and unity of Doctrin, 
Arm _— © Ir is judgedneceſſary, that all Probationers Li- 


* cenſed to Preach, all Intrants into the Miniſtry, 
* andall other Miniſtersand Elders Received into Communion 
* with us, in Church Government, be obliged, ro Subſcribe 
* their Approbation of the Conteſſion of Faith, approven by for- 
* mer General Aſſemblies of this Church, and Ratificd in the ſe- 
« cond Seſſion of the Current Parliament; And that this be Re- 
** commended to the Diligence of the ſeyeral Presbyteries, and 
* they appointed to Record their Diligence thereanent jntheir 
«reſpeiveRegiſters. 

%2, ** Thatitbe Recommended to Presbyteries,to take ſpecial 
*« Ncice, what Papiſts are in their Bounds, and that they take 
** painstoRe-claim, them, andto Advert how their Children are 
« Edncate : And if need be, to make Application to the Civil 
« Authority concerning them, 
nent Celebre. 3, * Thatthe Celebration of Marriage, without due Procla- 
#uon ef Marriot '« of Bans, according to Order, three ſeveral Sabbaths inthe re- 

—W p ſpective 


nent Pepiſts. 
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General Aſſembly # Eprxzurxon 1690. "fr 
* ſpective Pariſhes, be diſcharged : Andthatit be recommended 
*'to Presbyteries, to Cenſure the Contrayecners. | 
4+ * That itbe recommended to Kirk-Seſlions and Presbyte- gang proj 
* ries, carefully roputin Execution, the As of former Generg] 1«:ion of by 
«* Aſſemblies againſt Profanation of the Lorde-day, and parti. ***** 
** cularly by unneceſſary Sailing and Travelling, 
5 _—_ — be yu = the Parliament: for alter- -thent Mercer 
* ing all Mercatsin Royal Burghs and other Md ow 
as ang Mondays. F:-2 yh Ty Pg Se Money 
The General Aſſembly after mature Deliberation, approves of 
theſe Overtures, and Recommends and Appoints accordingly : 
And ordains theſameto be obſerved, 'and to haye the Force and 
Strengthof an AR and Ordinance of Aſſembly, * © 


VIIL | | 
* At approving the Aſſociations of Presbyteries, 
Eadem Seflione. 


He General Aﬀſembly, allows and approves of the 
— different popu _ Alloci- 
. ativg in Presbyreries; ay and while acancies 
of r faids Proadyreries be filled: And' declares 
them to havethe Authority and Power of Presby. 
tries ReſpeRively :! And that notwithſtanding, 'thar- aceording rg 
the old Platform, the faids'Miviſters do"relide inthe Bounds of 
diflerentPresbyteries. ' - ©! 2 bi 
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IX. 
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AF againſt Miniflers Removing out of this Church. oo 
- » Edinburgh 31 ORober 1690. Ante Meridiem Sefl. i 5; 


} 


He General Aſſembly does hereby appoint, that 
no Miniſters, who tiave actual ſtanding and abſo« 
lute Relations, to any Charge in the Church of 
Scotland, ſhall remove out ot the Kingdom, with- 
out the Confent of the ReſpeRiye Judicatories of 


D 2 v7 


this Church. 
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= 
LA anent the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments. 
Eadem Scllione. 


He General Afſembly confideripg , that the two 
Sacraments, that Chriſt hath appointed under the 
New Teſtament, viz, Baptiſm and the Lords 

i Supper atehis Solemn Ordinances, and Seals ol the 
— Coyenant of Grace (which is held forth in the 
Preachingof the Goſpel ) Andthatin the uſe of them, the Par- 
ties receiving them, are ſolemnly devoted and engagedto God, 
betore Angels and men ; and are ſolemnly received, as Membeis 
of the Church and doentertain Communion with her: And thac 
by the Authority ot this Church, in her former Aſſemblies, The 
private uſe of them hath been condemned: As alſo, that by allow. 
ing the priyate uſe of theſame, in pretended Caſes ot Neceſſity ; 

The Superſtitious opinion is nouriſhed, that they are neceſſary to 

Salvation, not only as commanded Duties, but as means, with- 

out which Salyation cannot be attained. Therefore, The At. 

hereby di the Adminiſtration of the Lords Sup- 


* per, roSick Perſonsintheic Houſes, and all other uſc of theſame, 


exceptin the publick Aſſemblics of rhe Church. And alfo do gil. 
chargerhe Adminiſtration of Baptiſm in private, That. is, in any 
79% or atany time, when Or mrs is not orderly cal. 
together, to wait on the Di of the Word, Andap- 
poun RY becarefully obſerved, —— where ons, hs 
giveth his Peace, Liberty portunity for their 
ares. yr gy And ordains this preſent Act to be publickly 
Intimate in all the Churches. | 
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General Afembly at Epyniuncn 1690, TY 
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X1. ks 
ACT approving Overtures anent the Iriſh Bibles, &c. 


Edinburgh 1x November 16go. Poſt Meridiew Sel. 24, = 
( His day the Overtuzes following anent the 1r;þ 
Bibles, New Teſtament s and Catechiſms,were read 
in preſenct ofthe Aﬀembly, #33 oo 2, 
« 1, ThataLetterof Thanks be written totheſe 
« concerned, whether inthis, or our Neighbour 
« Nation, for theit Cate of; and Liberal Chatity towards the 
« Highlangers of this Kingdom, in their ſo Liberally Contribut= 
* ing, tor the ſaids Iriſh Bibles, &c * And that Mt. David Blair, 
66  ——_ ro write the ſaid Letter in the Nante of this At- 
« ſembly. | | 7 
as © The whole Money fo Charitably contributed, big Cx- 
« pended, Therefore, and for making up of the ſame;-and-for 
* Defraying of the neceſſary Charges of Tranſporting the faids 
* Bibles, &c. ro Scotland; Iris thought moſt neegdful, thatthere 
« bean adyance of One thouſand Pounds Scyts, and that Their 
*« Majeſties Privy Council be- Supplicat , for as much ob ſome 
« Vacant Stipends, of Pariſhes, where the King is Patron, as wilt 
« make vprhe ſaid ſum for the ends toreſaid. .| . mY 
*..3, Thatit beRecommended to the ' Kirk Seſſions, Heretors 
* andothers concernediinthe Zighlands, to ſee the At of Par- 
« liament anent Erecting of Schools in every Pariſb, ducly Exe= 
** cute, andthe Fonds eſtabliſhed by, Law, for the ſame,. made 
« Efftectual. ' Li's ' 4 TUG UL 
* 4. That it be Recommiendtd tothe Agent forthe Kirk,toRe- 
«* ceive the foreſaid fam, and 9 Deburſe the ſame attha fight of; 
« Mr. John Law and Mr. Dawd Blair, for the ſaid noſe: And 
« al{oto receive the Books above-mentioned, being three Thoy- 
« ſand Bibles, one Thouſand New Tef7aments, and three, Thou 
* fand Gatrechi/ms, from London, _ ” Vacta 
© 5: That theſeveral Synods, who have Erghland Pari{begin 
«* theit Bounds, appoint one of their Number; to receive'their 
« proportion, of the ſaids Bibles, New T eftaments, and Cates 
i. + And —_ order __. Rn and Eldais 
« having Intereſt in the Highlands, preſent in ti is ' Aſſembly . 
# Gia eerend appoint hn na theſe &:bles, &c.., And 
_ ion the number that each Pariſh ſhall have thereof. -,.. 1 
- Thatitbe Recomended to the Miniſters, concerned in the - 
” Highlands, to diſpatch the whole Paraphraſe ,of the {rs 
*« Pſalms, tothe Preſs. Andif the Principal-Copy can by; Re» 
* coyereg, to expede the ſame 5 But that any'other Copy os 
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«* have, be Reviſed by the Synod of Argyle, and bei 

% by them; Tharthe ſame Printed, P apa i4 | 
The Aſſembly having conſidered theſe Overtures, they Ap- 

prove thereof, and Recommend and Appoint accordingly. 


.F - 


— 


——. 


| io + | 
ACT anent a Solemn National Paſt and Humiliation, with 
_ -- #beCanſes thereof. 


At Edinburgh, November 12. 1690. Poſt Meridiem, Seſl. 25. 


HE General Aſſembly, Having taken into their 
moſt ſerious Conſideration, the late preat and ge- 
neral DefeRion of this Church and Kingdom x 
Have thought firto Appoint a Day of Solemn Hu- 

” miliatienand Faſting, for Confeſſion of Sins, and 

making Supplication to. Our Gracious GOD, to Forgive and Re- 
yn, be guile thereof : In order whereunto, they haye Ordained 
the Confeſſion of Sins, and Cauſes of Faſting following, ro be 
duely Intimate and Publiſhed ; Recommending it moſt earneſtly 
oall ns, both Miniſters and Others, 'That every One of us 
may not only ſearch and try our own Hearts and Wajes, and ſtir 
tip Our ſelves to ſeek the Lord ; But alſo in our Stations, and as 
we have acceſs, Deal with one another, in all Love and Tender- 
neſs, to prepare for ſo great and neceſſary a Duty, that we may 
find mercy in God's ſight, and He may be graciouſly Reconciled 
toour Landin the Lord Jeſus, and rake delight t© dwell among us. 

Although our gracious God hath of late,tor His own Name fake 
wrouþhe great and wonderfull things, for Britain and Ireland, 
and for this Church and Nation in particular ; Yet che Inhabi- 
tants thereof haye cauſe roremember their own evil wayes, and 
toloath themſelves in their own ſight for their Iniquities. 

Alas! We and our Fathers, our Princes, our Paſtors; and 
People of all Ranks have ſinned, and have been under great 
Tranſpreſſion to this day : For through ourgracious God ſhewed 
early kindneſs to this Land, in ſending the Goſpel among us;, and 
afterward in our Reformation from Popiſh Superſtition and Idola- 
try ;''and IT had the Honour, beyond many Nations of being 
after our firſt Reformation, Solemnly devoted unto God , bot 
Prince and People; yet we haye dealt treacherouſly with the 
Lord, and been unſtedfaſt in His Covenant, and have not walked 
foitably to our Mercies received from Him, nor obligations to 
Him. Through the mercy of God this Church had atcained to a 
great purity of Datrine, Worſhip and Goyernment, but this 

Was 
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General Aſſembly at Ev1nN#vrcn 1690. Tf 
was not accompanied with ſuitable perſonal Reformatioo;; nei 
ther was our Fruit anſwerable to the pains taken on us by Wotd 
and Work ; We had much Goſpel-preaching, bue tbo little Gvſpel- 
praciiceztoo many wenton in open wickedneſs,and ſomte had buta 
torm of Godlineſs, denying the power thereof : Many alſo-who 
had the Grace ot God in truth fell fremcheit-firſt love, and fell 
under fad languiſhings and decays z and when for our fins the 
Anger of the Lord haddivided us, and we were broughtunder 
the feet of ſtrangers, and many ofout brethren-killed, -and others 
raken captiye and ſold as {laves;; yet we finned till, and after 
we were freed from the yoak of ſttangers, in ſtead of returning ro 
the Lord, and being led to Repenranca by His Goodneſs, the 
Land made open Detection from the good ways of the Lord: 
Many behaved as if they had beendelivered to work abomination, 
the flood. gates of Impiety were opened, and adelugeof wicked- 
neſs did overipread the Land. Who cat without grief and ſhame 
remember the ſhameful debauchery and drudkennefs that then 
was? And this accompanied with horrid and. helliſh curſing and 
ſwearing , and followed with frequent Filthinefs, Adulterics and 
other Abominations, and the m—_— was hated ; and hethiat 
departed from Iniquity made himſelf a Reptoach or Prey.. -And 
when by theſe, and ſuch like corrupt practices; mens Conſci- 
ences were debauched, they proceeded to ſacrifice the Intereſt'of 
the Lord Jeſus Chiiſt , and priviledges of bis Church to theluſts 


. and will of Men; The Supremacy was advanced in ſuch a way, 


andtoſuch an height, as never any Chriſtian Church acknowledg- 
ed; The Government of the Church was altered, and Prclhcic 
( which hath been always grievous to this Nation ) introduced, 
without the Churches conſent, and cofitrary tothe ſtanding Atts 
of our National Aſſemblies; both' which the preſent Parliamenr 
hath { bleſſed be God ) lately found z And: yer nevertheteſs,..of 
the then ſtanding Miniſtry of Scotland, many did ſuddenly and 
readily comply-with that altetation of the Qovetntment,," ſome 
out of Pride and Coyetouſneſs, or Man-pleaſing, fome through 
infirmity or weakneſs, or feat of Man, and want of Coutage 
and Zeal for God ; many faithful Miniſters were thereupsncalt 
out, and many Inſufficient and Seandalous Men thruſt in onthei 
_ and many Families ruined, becauſe they would: not 
ownthem as their Paſtors.. 
' Andalas! It is undenyable, there hath betn under the 
Prelacie, a great decay of Piety, fo that it was enough to make 
aman be nicknam'd a Phanatick, if he did nor runtotheſame 
excel of Riot with others. | 244 0124 
And ſhould it not be lamented, forit carinot be denied, that 
-there bath been in ſome a dreadful Atheiſtical Boldneſs againſt 
- God, ſome have diſputed the Beeing of GOD, and His Pto- 
-videnice, the Divine Authority of the Scriptures; the Life to 
E 43 come, 


16 "Se ACTSof the... 
come, and Immastality of the Soul, yea and ſcoffed at theſe 


Thi 19; 113% 

*- Therehath been alſo an Horrid Prophanationof the Holy and 
Dreadful Nameot GOD , by curſing and ſwearing : Ah! there 
hath beenſo much Swearing and Forſwearing amongſt us, thar 
no Nation under Heaven bath been more puilry in this than we 5 
ſame by _ raſhly or ignorantly , ſome falſly . by breaking 
their Oaths. and impoſing and taking ungodly unlawtul Oaths 
and Bonds, whereby the Conſciences of many have been pollur. 
ed and ſeared, and many ruined and oppreſſed for refuſing and 
not taking them. '-' | 

There hath alſo been a great neglea of the Worſhipof God, 
toomuchinpublick, but eſpecially in Familics and in ſecrer. 
The wonted care of Religious fanifying the Lord's Day is 
gone, and in many places the Sabbath hath been, andis ſhame» 
fully prophaned. 

The Land alfo' hath been, full of bloody Crimes, and Cities 
full of Violence, and much innocent Blood ſhed, ſo that Blood 
touched Blood, yea, Sodom fins have abounded amongſt us, 
Pride, fulneſs of Bread, Idleneſs, Vanitics of Apparel, and 
ſhamefull ſenſuality filled the Land. 

 Andalas ! how great hath been the Cry of Oppreſſion and 
VUnrighreouſneſs, Iniquity hath been eſtabliſhed by a Law , there 
hach a great peryerting of Juſtice, by making and excuting 
unrighteous Statutes and ARts, and ſad pcrſecurions of many tor 
thair Conſcience towards God. 

- Irisalſo matter of Lamentation , thatunder this great DefeQi- 
onthere hath beeg roo general a fainting, not only amongſt Pro- 
feſſorsof the Goſpel. but alſo amongſt Miniſters; yea, evena- 
mongſt ſuch, whoin the main things did endeavour to maintain 
their Integrity , in not giving ſeaſonable and neceſſary Teſtimony 
againſt the DefeRions and Evilsof the Time, and keeping a due 
diſtance from them, and ſome on the other hand managed their, 
Zealwith toolittle Diſcretion and Meeknels. 
-» Itisalſo matter of Humiliation, that when Differences fell out 
amongſt theſe, who did owne Truth, and bear witneſs againſt 
the Courſe of Defetion, they were not managed with due Chari. 
ty: and Love, but with'too-much heat and bitterneſs , injurious 
Reflections uſed againſt Pious and Worthy men on all hands, and 
fcandalous Diviſions occaſioned, and the Succeſs of the Goſpel 
gteatly obſtruRed thereby , and ſome dangerous Principles drunk 
inz:\And after all this, there were thamful advances towards Po 
, the Abomination ot the Maſs was ſet up in many places, 
and Popiſh Schools erected, and ſeverals tell to Idolatry. 

And though the Lord hath pur a ſtop to the Courſe of DeſeQi. 
on, and ot his great mercy given us ſome reviving from our Bon. 
dage; yet we have ſad cauſe to regrate and bemoan, that few haye 
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canbe no 
but by the Blood of | 
Necelliry and Ex y of the ledge of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; few ſce their needof Hin; oreſteem, deſire, or receive 
Him, as He is offered in the Goſpel ; Few are acquainted with 
Faithin Jeſus Chriſt, and living by Faith on Him, asrmadeof 
the Father unto us, Wiſdom, Rightecuſneſs, Sandificatibn and 
Redemption; And few walk as becometh the Goſpel, indimicat 
our Holy Lordin Humility , Meckneſs, Self-denial, Heavenly 
mindedneſs, Zeal tor GOD, and Charity towards Men: Bur as 
there isevenuntillnow , agreat contempt of the Goſpel, a preat 
Barrenneſs under it; So a deep Security under our Sin and Dan- 
er, agreat want of Piety toward God, and Love cowards Men, 
with a wofull Selfiſhneſs, every one ſecking their own things, tew 
the things of Chriſt, orthe publick Good, or one anothers well- 
fac: And finally, the moſt part more ready & Conſure the fins 
of others, than roRepent of their own. | 

Our Iniquities are increafed over our heads, and our Treſpaſſcs 
ate grown up Unto the Heavens, they are many in number, and 
haitous in their nature, and pievoully aggravated, as having been 
contrary to _w > xGus: ve, under ſignal Mercies and Judg- 
ments after flion and Supplication , and notwichſtanding of 
our Profeſfioh , Premiſes and ſolemn Vowing, atid Coyehant- 
ing with God tothe contrafy. | |  enfonge A 

Have wenot then ſad cauſe of deep Sorrow and Humiliation ? 
And may we not fear, ifwedo not repent, and turn from the cvil 
of our wayes, afid return to the Lord with all our hearts, that 
He returnto do usevil ; after He hath done us good , and bean- 
gry with us, untill He hath conſumed us ? 

Let us therefore bumble our ſelves by Faſting and Praying , let 
us ſearch out our ins, and confider our wayes, and conleſs theſe, 
andother our fins, with Sorrow and Deteſtation; Let us Turn 
unto the Lotd with Faſting and weeping, and with mourning ; 
Ler us firmly Reſolye and ſincerely Engage to Amend our wayes 
and doings, and Return unto the Lord our with all our heart, 


ny py, that for the blood of the Lambof God, but 


ſins may be forgiven, and our back flidings healed, and we may 

yet becomea righteous Nation, keeping the Truth, that Religi- 

or and Righteouſneſs may flouriſh, _ Love, and Charity a- 

bound, and all the Lords People = be of one mind in the Led: 
| An 
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1. Andin order to all theſe, thatthe Word ofthe Lord may have res 
== courſe 2 and be qe ABentng the m_ ing of mo Wotd, 
17 ng of t ments, may be accompanied with 
Ul; ont P, efice, Powet and B of the $pirirof the Lord: 
'* 18 That the Lord would preſerve ahd' Bleſs our gracious King and 
Tl | Gugen, Williamand Mary, andeftabliſh their Throne by Kigh- 
i; ff | otioefs and Religion, and grant to theſe Nations, Peace and 
Truth together; And for that End, bleſs andprofper His Maje- 
ſties Councils; and Forces by Sea and Land, and theſe of the 
Princes and States his Allies, for God and his Trurh 5 That Inſe- 
or Rulers may Rulcin the fear of God, and Judges be clothed with 
Righteouſneſs, and that many faithful Labourers may be ſent out 
into the Lord's Vineyard, andthey whoareſent, may find mer- 
to be faithtul, and be bleſt with Succeſs ; That Families may 

| be as little Churches of Chriſt, and thatthe Lord would pour our 
Wt His Spirit on all Ranks of People, that they may be Holy in all 
ak | | manner of Conyerfation, and God may delight to dwell a- 

: 
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moneſt usand todo us good, 

And while we pray tor our ſelves,let us not forget our Brethren 
in Foreign Churches, with whom, -alas ! we had too little 
| Sympathy 5 Nay , let us pray, that all the Ends of the Earth, 
$1.16$ may ſee the Salygtion of God ; Andthat He would bring His an- 
Fo: cient people of the*Zews to the Acknowledgment of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
m1 And that he would haſten the Ruine of Romiſh Babylon, and ad- 
ET | Vance the Reformation inChriſtendome,and preſerve and bleſs the 
11d Reformed Churches; Thathe would pitie His oppreſied People; 
+1 the French Protef7Zants ,- and gather them out of all places, whi- 

ther they have been ſcattered 1n the cloudy and dark day ; And 
that He would be the Defence, Strength and Salvgrion of any of 
His People, who are in Wat of Dangerby Infidel or Popiſh ad- 
verſaries, in Ewrope or America: And in particular, that the 
Lord would be Gracidus to Ireland, and ſanQifiero His People 
there, both their diſtreſs and Deliverance, and perfeR what con- 
« cerneth them, that he would Convert the Natives there to the 
Truth , Reduce that Land to Peace; And appoint Salyation for 
Wall and Bullwarks to Brit#4:m. | 
For all theſe Cauſes and ReNons, The General Aſſembly hath 
/ Appointed the Second Thurſday of Zanuary next, to be Obſerved 
' in all the Congregations of this Church and Nation,as a day of So- 
| Iemn Faſting and Humiliation , and Prayer ; Befeeching and Ob- 
teſting all, both Paſtors and People, of all Ranks tobe fincere 
and ſerious, in Humiliation and Supplication , and uniyerlal Re- 
formation, as they would wiſh to find mercy of the Lord andhave 
deſerved wrath averted, and would obtain the Bleſſing of the Lord 
upon themſelyes and Poſterity after them ; Ahd that the Lord 
may delight in us, and our Land may be as Matried ro Him And 
Ocdains allMiniſters, eirhgr in Kirks or Meeting houſes, to gr 
this 


NE EEO ed; 


% 
awe, 4 


a 1g 
» Ge 


7 hath 0 


£ DE Se 


*2 abc > - pa. a*; - . 5 _ 


General Aſmbly 4M 51\39x<H 1693, ts 
this preſent A& publickly from the Pulpit, a Sabbath or two be: 
fore the ſaid Day of Humiliation : and that the ſeveral Presbyreries 
take ct, that it cnet we Oblerved in their ReſpeRive bounds. 
And where, in regard of V acgncigs, the Day hereby appointed, 
cannot be obſetyed; The Aſſembly appoldis the old Homil;ation 
to be kept ſome other Day with the firſt convenient opporuniry. 
And Appoints the Commiſſion bf-Viſitation;,” to apply-tothe 
Council, for their Civil SanRion to the Obſeryation thereof, 
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| X111. 
Hf anent Sentences paſt againſt Miniſers from the 
Tear 1650. &c. 


Eatem- Scflione. 


He General Aſſembly does hereby declare, all Sen- 

* rences, paſt againſt any Minifters Hinc Inde, by 
any Church Judicatory, upon the Account of the 
- late Differences among Presbyterians, from 
the Year 1650. Till the Re-introduRtion of Pre» 

lacy ; ro be of themſelyes void and null, to all EfteRs and Intents. 
And Siclike the General Afſembly-hereby Recommends, to the 
reſpective Presbyteries, to take care, that ſuch of theſe Miniſters, 
as are not otherwayes diſpoſed of by the Church, Return to the 
exerciſe of their Miniſtry, in theit ReſpeQive Congregations. And 
alſo hereby Recommends tothe Civil Magiſtrate, that the ſaids 
Miniſters may bave the Legal Maintenances and Stipends whgre 


they ſerved, 


| .. | The AGBSofthe . . > 


X1V, 
The Mſemblics Letter to His Majeſty. 
Edinburgh 2; of November 2690. Poſt Meryidiem, Sell. 16. 


| *\ He Happineſs we have had by Your Majeſtic in- 
| CE ERnY Hand of God, to. 
wards us for atid the Countenance You have 
given uSin this National Aſſembly of the 
b * Church of Scotland, Doth Encourage us tomak 
Applicatiofi again to Your Majeſty ; That as in our Anſwer to 
Your Gracious Letter dire rovsin the Entrance of this Aſſemb- 
ly, we Engaged to Your Majeſty. chat in allchings chat ſhould 
come before us, we would carry with that Caltnnes and Modera- 
tion, which becometh the Miniſters ot the Goſpel of Peace, and 
which Your Majeſty did fo efſeQually Recomend tous; Sonow 
inthe Cloſe of this our Aſſembly, 


| Forus, to the thereof, together with the Quietof 
the Kingdom, and Y our Majeſties Satisfation and Contentment. 
And God hath been pleaſed to Bleſs our Endeayours, inour Re. 
ctiving to the Unity and Otder of this Church, ſome who had 
Withdrawn, and now have joyned with us, and promiſed SubjeRi- 
on: ——_—— ing for the ionof Religion, and che 
Know God,in the moſt places of theHighlands, 


O 


which may be the ſureſt way of Reducing theſe people alſo unto 


Your Majeſties Obedietice: And 


eſpecially in Regulating the Mi- 
niſters of this Church, after fo 


Reyolurions and Alterations: 


For we have according to the uſe and praQtice of this Church, eyer 
fince the firſt Reformation from s inted Vifſitations 
both for the Southern and Northern 


parts of this Kingdom, Con- 
"Fiſting of the Graveſt and moſt niſters and Elders : 
To whom we have given Inſtructions about the late Conformiſts, 
thar none of them be Removed from their Places, but ſuch 
As are either Inſufficient, or Scandalous, or Erroneous, or Supine- 
ly Negligent : And that theſe of them be admicted to Miniſterial 
Cation with us, who upon due Trial, and in a Competent 
Time for that Trial , ſhall be foundgo be Orthodox in Doctrine, 
of Competent Abilities, of a Godly, Peaccable, and ay ect 
verlation 
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General Aſſembly af Edtunvurcn 1690, 7 
yerſation, and who ſhall be judged Faithfull co God and to theGo: 
yernment: And who ſhall likewayes Promiſe ro Own, Submir 
vnto and Concurre with it. We have alſo taken Care, thatalt 
perſons, who ſhall be found to have received wrong , inany Inte: 
rior Judicatory of this Church, ſhall beduly Redrefſed: Other 
things which are not of ſo Univertala Concern, we have delayedrilt 
the next General Aſſembly. This Account Great $1R, 'we look 
upon our ſelves as Obliged to give unto Your Majeſty, for char 
great Goodneſs, You have been pleaſed toexpreſs, ingiving ſuch 
Countenance to this Aſſembly, and in appointing ſugh'a Comil- 
ſioner to Repreſent Your Royal Perſon , who hath been inall his 
Conductin this Aﬀaic, mott acceptable unto us. That God 
may Bleſs Your Majeſty and our moſt Gracious Queen ,, with 
all Bleſſings, which concern both this Life and the Lite tocome, 
isthe carne(t Prayer of. 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 
Tour Majeſtics moſt Faithful, 
Mof8 Humble and moſt Obedient 
Subjet?s and Servants: 
Subſcribed in Name, andatthe Appointment 


of the General Aſſembly, by, 
HU. KENNEDEE. Moderator, 


4 "2 —_— 
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&V. ; 
Inſtruftions to the Commuſſions for. Vaſitations on ths - / 
South and North ſides of Tay. incl © 

; Eadem 'Seſlione. /'- ri. 


0.) |  Hrig TLC UE | 
He following Inſtructions to the Commiſſion fot 
! -Viſieations on-this ſide of T ay, were Read.in pre- 

A 3100030 = = niger 
| 4 1. Thatthetebe appoiated by the Aſſembly; 
; *aDelegatenumber otche maſt E f- 


i iſters and Riders. . This ndmber to be Fourty Miniſters, 1and 
_— 
© the 


* Tweaty Ruling: Elders, —_—_ of them: a @uarum 


= of Information ;:Aridthar t 


on The ACTS of the 


«+ theſe being alwayes Miniſtets: And that they at heir firſt Seſ. 
4 fion, Chooſe their Moderator and Clerk: And for the Sub.com- 
* mittee betwixt the Quarterly Meetings,nine to be the Quorum, 
« ſix of theſc being always Minifters. 

* 2, Thatthework of this Commiſſion for Viſitations be, ro 
© take to their Cognizance all References, and Appeals, and 
* otherthings, which being ſtated betore this Aſſ:mbly, ſhall 


« by them beſpecially Referred to the ſaid Commiliion, toderer- - 


* mine the ſame. - | 

4+. 3, Thatthe Commiſſion givetheir Opinion to all Presbyte- 
* ries and Synods, whbo ſhall apply tothem for the ſame, in dit- 
« ficulc Caſes; Andthough reries ſhall not apply, yet iſthe 
« Commiſſion ſhall be intormed of any Precipirant, or unwar- 
© rantable procedure of P ries, in Proceſſes, which may 
« proveot ill Conſequence to the Church , The Commiſſion ſhajl 
« jnterpoſe their Advice, to ſuch Presbyteries, to fiſt ſuch pro- 
« cedure, till eicher the Synod, or next General Aſſembly rake 
«« Cognizance ofit ; iftheſaid Commiſſion ſhall not find a preſenc 
«* fit Expedient, to direct them, tor bringing the matter ſooner 
* toa Right Concluſion. 

* 4. That indiſcuſſing Referees, Appeals and Bills, They take 
* caretopurge out all, who upon due Tryal, ſhall be found tobe 
« Inſufficient,” ſupinely Negligent, Scandalous or Erroneous, 

* 5. Thatthis Commiſſion ſhall have Power of Viſiting any 
« Miniſters within tae Bounds of reries, on this ſide of 
*« the Water of 7 ay, as they ſhall find need: And that this 
** Power Reach Presbyterians as well as others. . 

* 6. Thatthey ſhall be Careful, that none ſhall be admitted by 
«* themto Miniſterial Communion, or toa ſhare of the Govern- 
* ment; butſuchas upondue Tryal (for which the Commiſſion 
* is to takea competent time) ſhall be found ro be Orthodox in 
« their DoQrine, of Competent Abilities, having a Pious, God- 
* Iy, Loyaland Peaccable Converſation, as becometh a Mini- 
** ſer of the Goſpel, of an Edifying Gift, and whom the Com- 
* -miſſion ſhall have ground to believe, will be True and Faithtul 
** to God andthe Goyarnment, and diligent ih theic Miniſterial 
« Duties. Andtharallwho {hall be admitted tothe Miniſtry, or 
* ſhall be received toa ſhare in the Government, ſhall be obliged 
* toOwn and Subſcribethe Confeſſionof Faith, and profeſs their 
” Se ON__ to Joyn and Concur _—_ 
oy 7reri re Goyernmenr. 501 gown 
_ « 7. Fhat chey be very Cautious of receiving Inf Mmgcions, 
* againſt the late Conformiſts, and that they pecedin: mat- 
*+ terof Cenſure, vety'Deliberarly, fo as none thay have juſt cauſe 
* to. complain: of their Rigidirier Yet foas to omitcno theang 
| ſha}l not proceed to cenſure; bur 
+ upon Releyan Libells and ſufhicient Probatign.'- -- . X = , 
ol S ® &. Anat 
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General Aſſembly at Ev1xnurcn 1690. 'T 


i 3, Thatthis Commiſſion doe not take on them , to meddlt 
& with any thing, not expreſſed in their Commiſſion : And thar it 
* bedeclared, thatthis commiſſion is only given, ad hunc efe- 
« Jum © ov preſents Eccleſue ftats. 

« 9g. Thatthis commiſſion be in all their aRings, Countable 
« to, and Cenſurable by the next Enfuing Getierall Aſſembly, 

« 10, Thatthis cotmſſion comtnue till the firſt of November 
« next,” andin caſe the Generall Aſſembly Interveen 5 Then this 
« Commiſion is to Terminate at the meetting ofthe ſaid Aſſemb- 


«iy, 


The General Aſſembly approves theſe InſtrRivns, for the ſaid 
Commiſſion for Viſitations on the South. fide of Tay: And 
ordains the ſame alſo to ſerye fot the Viſitors that ate to be 
appointed for the Notth, 


XVI. 
Commiſſion for Viſitations on the South ſide of Tay. 


Eadem Seſlione. 


He Genetal Aſſembly Conſidering, that there ar8 
many Important and weighty Affairs, Proceſſes; 
Appealls and References, Tabled before this Af- 
ſembly ; which tke Aſſembly could not overtake; 
fot want of time td conſiderthem maturely ; Does 

therefore Nominate and Authorize a Cortimiſſion of Miniſters 

and Elders, for Vification of the whole Presbyreries,on the South- 
ſideot Tay, viz. Mr. Hugh Kennedy, Mr. John Veatth, Mr. John 

Law, Mr. Gabriel Semple,» Mr. Gilbert Rule, Nr. James Kir- 

toun, Mr. Wilkatn Areskyne, Mr William Wei, Mr. William 

Crichtoun, Nr. John Anderſon of Perth, Mt. Alexander Part 
cairn, Mr. Richard Hotwiſon, Mr: George Camplel, Mr Joh 
Lawrie, Mr. Archibald Bamiltoun, Mr. Patrick Peacock, Mr. 

pow Spalding, Mr. Mrchael Brace, Mr. Gabriel Cunmgham, 

Mr. Patrick Warner, Mr. Alexander Forbes, Mr. John Hutche- 

ſon, Mr. William Eccles, Mr. Fame#Veatch, Mr, Patrice Symp- 

{on, Mr. Matthew Cratoford , Mt: William -Legat , Mr. New 
Gillies, Mr. Thomas Forr efter, Mt: Andrew Mortoun, Mr. Ros 
bert Duncanſon, Mr. John Bannatyne, Mr. William Ker , Mr. 
William Vilant, Mr. Robert Rule, Mr. James Frazer, Mr George 
Meldrum at Kilwining , Mr. David Blair, Mt Sumael Nairs, 
Mr Edward Jamiſon, Mr. James Rymer Migiſters: And the 
Earlof Crawford, the Eazl of Suther/ang, the Viſcount of Ar- 
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buthnet, the Lord Halcraig, the Lord Aberwehil, the Latrd of | 


Ormiſtoun, Sir John Hall Provoſt of Edinburgh, Sir John Riddel, 
the Laird of Greenknows, Archibald Mair late Baylic of E- 
dinkurgh, James cMclurg Dean of Gild, George Stirling 
Deacon Conveener, the Laird of Naughtoun, the Laird of Meg. 
gans, the Laird of Leuquhat, SirT homas Stewart, the Laird of 
Glanderſtoun, the Laird of Lammgtoun , Provoſt Murr of Arr, 
and the Laird of Grange Hamzltoun Ruling Elders : To meet for 
their firſt Diet at Edinburgh the fourteenth day of November In- 
Rant, Fittcenof them being a Puorum, whereot Tea arc to be al- 
wayes Miniſters: Andof thei ub.Commirtee in the Interval of 
their Quarcecly Meetings, Nine to be a Puorum, Six of theſe be- 
ing always Miniſters, whoonly are to Ripen and prepare Matters 
for the Quarterly Meetings. Andtheir next Quarterly Meeting 
tobe at Edinburgh the Third Wedneſday of January thereafter. 
And their next ", nas Meeting ro be on the Third Wedne/day 
of April. Andit afterwards the faid Commiſſion ſhall think fir, 
to appoint other Quarterly Mectings, they may do as they ſee 
Expedient. With tull Power to them and their Sub-Comiſlion fore. 
ſaid, to give Warrand for Citing Parties upon Fifteen free dayes. 
And the ſaid Commiſſion being only appointed, Ad hunc —_ 
G propre/enti Eccleſie Statu, Therefore, The Aſſembly Recom- 
mends particularly tothe ſaid Commiſſion, to take Cognizance 
of, and finally determine in the particulars following , ſpecially 
Committed and Referred rothem, by this Aſſembly, viz. The 
Purging and Planting of the City and Presbytery of Edmbargh : 
The Tranſportation of Mr. Rob## Wyily ro Hamiltoun: The Pro- 
ceſs of the Heretors and People of Peebles: The Procelics of Mr, 
Thomas Wood at Dumbar,ot Mr. Robert Spot ſword at Abbotſrule, 
Mr. John Bowes at Abbotſhall, Mr.Patrick Lyon at Kinghorn, Mr. 
Symon Cowpar at Dumjermling, Mr William Crawford at Lady- 
Kirk, Mr. James Orr at Huttoun, Mr. Adam Peacock at Mer 
battle, Mr. Dame! Urqubart at Clackmannan,Mr. George Monro 
at Dollar, Mr, George Shawat Loggie, Mr. Adexander Ireland at 
Fo/Sway and T i//1b6al, Mr. Robert Sharp at Muckart, Mr James 
Grahame at Dumfermling, Mr. George Gray at Beath, Mr. John 
Monro at Sterling, and Mr; John Skinner at Bathkenner ; The Pe. 
rition of the Magiſtrates of Perth, and Reference anent Mr, John 
Ander/on there: The Proceſles of Mr. William Aliſonat Krilbocho, 
and Mr. James Conpar at Humbie : Some References of the Sy- 
nod of Mer/e and Tewiorday tothe Aſſembly, vis. One anent 
Docor Canaries, and another anent Mr, Kr &toun and Mr. Tam:i- 
fow's returning to their Charges, or elſe ro Dimit; And a third 
anent Mr. William Crawford Dope , bo procure him ſome 
Livelyhood, becauſe of his Age and Infirmity, and ſome others 
given in to the Clerk therewith from the: ſaid Synod ;. The Afﬀair 
anent Mr. DapcanCampbeland the Patiſhes of Dingonand Kl- 
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General Afftmibly ab EBraBURCH we? If 
unw:' The proceſs of Mr. Roberd Glafoori/iit 
(OT, exon 


The Reference froth the Presbyteric of $17 
Me Patwick CouparFhe Perdns of Mr. 

RN 'The Petition of Mr. Popes tron 
his hs Cle Fies TCA EE Oh 
Srate;anenc Faſts and Thankſgivings; and han $, if the "OG 
caſjons' thereof fall out ria tithe of thief fitting: ANN) 
rake the*Monitory* on, hes Pos uſe 4&6 
be'made of it: 28 wg whirARQy of Aﬀembly-arc fir tg be 
Printed together, and order the ſditig/T'6 corfide# the form oFptb- 
ceſs, being firſt reviſed by che Lotd AbrrarW&and' the Lotd'Har: 
craige. And to gn bang Privy Counſel tor their Civil Sanaion 
ous obſervarion otthe Fall, - 'Avd this Commiſion is to walk iri 
all things, according to che particuſat Inſtructions given untothem 
—_ Aſſembly, ” And in all ther; Actings they ſhall be ecplat- 

le to-and Centrable by the next General Affembly, Atid rliis 
ſion to Continue till the firſt of November next, ot the dier, that 


ſhall be appointed for the nexe General Afﬀemb y. 


dab . II, 
Conn for Vijitations on the North fide if Tay. 


"Eadei Scflione. © 


He General Aſſembly taking to their Confiderati- 
on the neceſſiry of Purging and Planting of the 
Churches on the Northſ de of Tay, Do by their 
Eccleſiaſtical /Auzghority, Nominat, Appoint and 
Authorize. their Revergnd Brethren Mr, Hugh 

Kennedy , Me. 7obs\Law, Mr. William Crithtoun, Mr. E4- 

ward Jamieſon, Mr Robert Rule, Mr. Fames Rymer, Mr. James 

Frazer, Mr. Alexander Forbes,, Mr. "IT: Ander/on at Perth, 

Mr, Geor Irmmtney at Kitts: ming, T homas Ramſay, Mr. 

Andrew Bowie ; Mr: Robert Towing, Mt"Willdin Legdlf, and 

Mr William Matte, Miniſters: Andthe Lord 'Viſcoutiffof 4r- 

buttnet , the Laird of Meggins;"the Laird of Naughtplh, the 

Lairdof Leuquhar, andthe Laird of Greenknowy, RulingElders : 

ToÞ nwith,che'Miniſters and P1ders iti the North afrex-1 _ 

"12, brink pany Mr.James Urquhart, Mr, 
has Donbar Rxantler Frazer, Mr, Thomas Hoo, 


Hugh Hewrwi Mc YPitham _—_— Mr: Walter Timo, by 
George 
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George Meldrun of Gla/5, Mr. Arthur Mitchell, Mr. William 
Ramſay, Ms. Fraxcis Meivil , and Mr. Joby M*e/loch Miniſters : 
:ogether with the Earle of Sutherland, the:Laird of Brodie, the 
rd of Grew?, the Laird of-Gravge Dunbar, the Laird of E:ghr, 
the. Laird of Cudades, the Laird vi.De/folly, the Laird of Park- 
Hay, Sir Jobs Mowro , Sir George Monro, Sir-Robert Gordon of 
Embo, David Frazer of Mams, Mr. John Campbel, of 


Moy, . Heifor Monro of Drumond, Alexander Duff of 


+ - and Robert Marine of Burnbrde, Ruling Elders: 
Tobe a Commiſſion for Viſiting the whole Presbyreries, on the 
North-ſide of the Water of Tey, In Planting Vacant Churches, 
Conſticuting Elderſhips 1n Congregations, Trying and Purg- 
ing out of Inſufficient, Negligeat , Scandalous and Erroneous 
Miniſters, by due courſe of Eccleſiaſtical Proceſs and Cenſures, 
according to the Particular InſtruRions given them thereavenc, 
And tor that effec, to have their firſt Dyer of Meeting, ar Aber- 
deen, The Second Wedneſday of March gext, and thercatter to ap- 
point their own Dyets and Places of Meerting, as they ſee Ex- 
"———_ Wich full Powet to them, of their Guorumbeing ſevenMini- 

ers and three Ruling-Elders, to Iſſue out Warrants for Citing of 
Parties upon fifteen Free dayes, ro Cognoſce, Determine and 
finally decide, in Planting of Vacant Churches, Conſtituting E1- 
derſtiips, and Trying ar Purging out , alt Inſufficient , Negli- 
gent, Scandalous and Erroneous Miniſters, conform to the parti- 
cular Inſtrutions given them theteanent. They being alwayes 
Countableto, and Cenſurable by the next General Aſſembly of 
this Church : And this Commiſſion to continue ill the firſt of No- 
vember next, or the Diet that ſhall be appointed for the next Gene- 
ral Aſſembly. 


—— —_ JA ML "WII | 4. — —_—_ Al. _ _—_— 


XVIIL 


Commiſſion for Mic. Gilbert Rule 4»d Mr. David Blair, #0 wat up- 
on His Majefly anent the Afﬀatrs of this Church. 


Eadem Seſlione. 


He General Aſſembly judging it Expedient, to ſend 
 twoof their Number to London, toattend his Ma. 
jeſty , anent the Aﬀeairs of this Church ; Does 
therefore Nominate and Appoint their Reverend 

F Brethren, Mr, G:/bert Rule, one ofthe Miniſters 
of the City of Edraburgh, and Principal of the Colledge thereof, 
and Mr. David Blarr another of the Miniſters of the ſaid City ; 
with all convenient ſpeed to Repair to Lowdown, to attend — 
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General Affembly at EptnsurcH, 1690. 2+ 


jeſty for the end foreſaid : And Refers the InſtruRionsto be given 
them, and what otherthings Concern heir Journey; w the Com- 
n—_ for Viſirations on the South ſide of 7 ay appointed by this 
Aſtembly. 


This Aſſembl bei Difolved, andthe General Aſejub- 
ly appeinued obo hel at Edinburgh the - day of rom 4 
next tocome ; The Members were diſmiſled w =; 5ing- 


ing ofthe 533 Plalm, and pronouncing of ER F 


Collefted, Piſed and Extratied, fromthe 
Records of the ſaid Armbly by Me 
JOHN SPALDING C4. Syn: Natioha!. 
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fembly, 'x690. 


v Ledcion of Mr. Hugh Kennedyto be loderator. Sefl q 
iT dgcion 'bf fore Wing, Cletk: rothe 
ral Meeting, to be Clekro this Aﬀ/ferably 


ou © fort time; [534.7 4 ol 
D' Cc tee tor -Reviſing the Comnillions of the 
Members of this Aſſembly, 16d. 


Committee for Overtures, Reterences, and Appeals, Sefl. 2. 
Committee ſor Synod- Books, and tor Bills. /6:d. 
Committee for Supplying the Kirks of Edwmburgh, during this 
* \ Aﬀerhbl —_— A & rs n p 
Reference angnt the Purping a anting of the City and Preſ- 
bytery of Edbiburg, Ob omen to be eppoinced fcr 

Declaration by the Moderator, that this Aſſembly would De- 

pole no Incumbents, ſimply for their Judgment , anent the 

Sovernment of the Church, nor urge Re-ordination upon 

 _ them, Seſl. 6. | 
Ti inion of the Aſſembly declining to fend any Miniſters 

o Northumberland, upon a Petition of fome in that Country, 
in theſe People do not belong to this Church. Sel. 8. 

AQ diſcharging Mr. Andrew Shrry the exerciſe of the Miniſtry 
at Falkirk, and appointing the Presbytery of Lin{thgow ro 
declare the ſaid Kirk Vacant: As alſodiſcharging himthe ex- 
erciſe of the Miniſtry, within the bounds of that Presbyrtery, 
withour the ſaid Presbyteries alowance. Sefl. g. 

AQ anent the call given co Mr. Robers Anderſon by the Pariſh of 
Leuguhars. Ibid. 

Act Ie Mr. Arthur Mitchell Rightful Miniſter at T wr- 
reff Sell. 10. | 

AC Transporting Mr. George Campbel, tothe Profeſſion of Divi- 
nity in the Colledge of Eamburgh, and tothe Miniſtrie inthat 
Cicy. Seſf. x1. 

AQ appointing ſome Miniſters to Repair to Dundte. Sefl. 12. 

AQ trarfporting Mr.Gabrie! Semple to Jedburgh. 161d. 

Act anent Lercers to ſeveral Miniſters and Preachers now a- 
_ , belonging to this Church , for their Returniog Home, 
Sell. 13 

AQ Reviving the Overtures of the Aſſembly.1649 Seſl. z. Anent 
the ordering of the Aſſembly Houſe. 16:4. 

AQ: againſt Mr. John Mckenzie, declaring the Kirk of Kirk/:foun 

' Vacant, witha Recommendation to the Presbytery of Lin4th- 
gow, toſce the ſame planted. 1414. 

Ovyertures anent planting of the North, Sefl. 14. 


AQ 


£7, 


EY 


PF -— EAK 


INDEX: 21) 
AR appointing ſome Miniſters to Repair toL Mens, witha Re- 
be tothe privy Council [rho Ih&id. 414 + + 
Continuation of Mr. 7ohn S$>a4mg, tobe Clerk of this Alſembly;/ 
cifl farther Conſideration. Sell. x .. 1} 2613 !6 
AQ againſt Mr. Joby Park late-Incumbent at Carriden j:fi 
thar he had fallen from his appeal, from rhe Presbytry dÞ Link 
- lichgow, byhis none compeatance. 16d. - ot 18 0 
EleRion of John Blair to be Apent ſor this Churchi, SeſT.18.--:; 
Remit _ Alexander Heriot at Dalkenth to the Synod of Logrdi2 
an. Sell. 17. | bhtk Poot] 
AR Ratitying the Setitence of. depoſition, - paſtVy the Presbyrery 
of Stirling, againſt Mr. James For /yth A, mtr: btn Mt 
St. Ninians, for Celebraritly 4fi Inceſtuous Marriage. 4M. 1.3; 
AR in favours of Mr. James Coupar Incemberitat Humbee. i654. 
Recommensgation to the Commiſion of Parliament tor Plagracion 
of Kirks Sc. infavours of the Synod of Argy/-}bid:- {<1 
Reference ro the Commiſſion to'be 6 1 ame 171 
the South- ſide of Tay, -in fayours of the Towtnof P2r36;'qvith 


«lk "if TT3T 


+. an Approbation of the Presbytries procedute}-in conſhieoting 


a Kirk Seſſion there. - - 1bid,+ - 10 | 
Recommendation to the Commiſſion of Patlianienr' for Plattta- 
- tiohnof Kirks. Ge. Im Fayoursef-the Towr/of Drwnmfrien'Tbid. 
Election of George Moſman to be Printer to the Aſſembly(SWFL 1. 
Recommendation to-ltis Majeſty, the-Parliarent;and Comllliens 

tor plantation of Kirks &c. inſavours, ofthe Laird and Uady 

Hoptoun tor EreRingthe Lead Mynegit a Patiſh. [64150 tnt 
Recommendationtothe Presbyrery of Dumbartan and Synod of * 

Glaſgow, in tavours of Mr. Thomas Mirchell. id, + \\ 
Recommendation tothe Commiſſion tor plantation of Kirks '&e; 

For Re-creRingthe Kirk and Parith of New-Cammock. 161d. 
Reference in fayoursof the Burghand Pariſh of $77 anracger; and 

the Pariſhes of Anwith and Borg,to the ſeveral Presbyreties,4or 

applying to the Meetings in [re/ard, to louſe the /rifp Miniſters 
now ſerving in theſe Porithes, $0 the end they may continue 

their ſcrled Miniſters. Sefl. 22. * 

Reference to the Presbytery of Hawiltonn and Lanerk,in Fayours 
of Mr. Samuel Mowat. Ibid, 

REcomtinendarion to the Conimiſſion for plantation of Kirks &c, 
For Re-erecting the Kirk of Robertoun. Ibid. 

AR Impoweting {hf Miniſtez8 aþd x © wk nc , Whogre 
cojoyn withthe Viſitation tor that Countrey, to take Infor- 
mations, and. ro cauſe Cire Parties and witneſſes againft ghd 
firſt Dietot theſaid Viſitarioh,' Sefſl 24; : \ | Wh { 

— mw : ' Forſyth Younger to thePresbytery of Stir. 

The Qpinion of the Aſembly declining tro meddle inthe Petition 


I of 


INDEX. 


zO. | 
ofthe Lord and Lady Crichtonn, as being a matter Civil, ahd © 


ſo not competent to the Aſſembly. 7b. - 

Reference in Fayours of the Pariſh of Glzxiure tothe Presbytery: 
of the bounds, to apply for louſing ſome Iriſh Miniſters, as ia 

« the caſe of the Burgh of $rremrawer. &e. 1bid. 

The Opinion of the Aſſembly declining to meddgle int a Petition of 
the Heritors of Co/lingtown, as being a matter Givil ang Incom- 
perens eo then; Sefl, 2.5. 

Recommendation.in Favours Of Geer gre Me/men anem ſome 
Books, 16id. S 

AR appointing }-ar Gibers Ruld, to Writt an anſwer to fome 
P s. Ibid. | 

A for ſupplying the Ch of Miniſters appeimed for Viſna- 

ou tho Noh X 7a : 70 REP . 

AR appointing. ſame Miniſters to Repair to the þ of the 
Prooyrnes of Lochmaban, Middibee. S$ie. Ibid. 

AQdeclaring the Sentence of Depoſition and Excommunication 


Spence to be void and Null. 161d. 


Letter from the Aſſembly tothe Earl of Mefuill Lond8errergry 


en a oa th 
& a j Ini fsto Kepair to the 
A pinot Vis Pinan Ky 

At eppaining ſome Miaifien 16 the Like «G68 with the jor 


Committee for Reviſing the AR of Aſſembly 7bid. 
" Recommendation tothe privy Council, for ſome Charity to Mc. 
Wilkam Cameron oy the late Cenlermiſts, Mid | 6 
Recommendation to the Presbytery of £derbargh,and the Synod 
of Louthian and Fiffe, RT of Mary Areſtyne. thid, | 
AR qgpoieing the Synod Books to be ſencia to the next General 
mbly. 6:4. | 


FIEMLLA 
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ADVERTISEMENT: 


He whole AQts of the Aſſemblies, from the Tear 1638 7o 

the Tear 1649 incluſive, Bound m Oftavo, Are Io be Sold 

by Moſman Printer to this Gharth, as his Shop imiht 
Parliament-Cloſs, | 


- 


the late pretended Biſhop of Dwnblext, againit Mr. 
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THE PRINCIPAL 


ACHTS 


General | Aſſembly 


CHURCH 
SCO TLAND: 
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I. I we la. : 
T hei Recording of T heir Majeſties.Comm!ſſion to John Lord Car- 
* michacl, for. Repreſenting T beir Majelties # this General 
Allembly. | wn AY 
Eciaburgh 29. March 1694. Poſt @Meridiem,Sefl. 1, © 


HIS day, the'Genereal Aſſembly of this Na- 
'rional Church being met and conſtirute 
Their was produced to them by a Noble 
Lord, John Lord Carmichael, Their Ma- 
jeſties Commiſſion, under theGreat Seal of, 
the Kingdom of Scotland. Nominating atid 
: appointing Him; to be Their Majeſties Dioh 
Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in this General Aſſembly : 
Whith Commſlion” was publickly Read, with all due Honour 
and Reſpe*t ; And the General Aſſembly appoinred, and hereby 
appoints, the ſaid Cammillion to be Recorded, inthe Books of 
the General Aſſembly, 'therein.to remain, ad futuram re: memo- 
riam, Whereot the Ten toliows; *GULIELMUS & 
*M ARI A, Dei Gratia, Magnz Britannie, Francie & 
«* Flibermie,Rex& Kegina, FidetqueDetenſcres: Omnibus probis 
oh | A'S" Ho: 


4 The ACTS ofthe 
« Hominibus ſuſs, ad quos przſentes Literz Noſtrz peryenerint, 
« Salutem, Quandoquidem nos Regio noſtro Animo perpenden. 
«-res,quam neceſſarium fir ad Religionem Reformatam melivs fir- 
« mandam, Pietatem & SanRitatem Propagandam, & pacem & u- 
« nitarern,in Pcclefia hac, &in Antiqui ori noſtro Scotiz Regno 
« efficaciter acquirendam, Ur Generalis diaz Ecclcſiz Conventus 
« Viceſmo Nono die Menſis MartiiInſtantis dedite oblervetur ; 
« Nos autem indifto Conyentu intereſſe Nequimus :Ideoque Emi- 
« nentifſimi cuidam & Hluſtriſſimi Ordinis V iro, Fidelitate, Pierate, 
« aliiſque perpulchcis & ſingularibus animi dotibus imbuto, $a. 
« eras Noſtras PerſonaS& Authoritatem, in eocem Reprzſentandi, 
«5us & poteſtargm committere Sratuimus, Cumque Teſtimoniis 
« perplurirhis & probatis,abunde nobis Compertum fir, de przcla- 
« ris animi dotibus, fide Eximia.& Intaminara Intcgritate fidiiſimi 
« & przdilei Noſtri Confiliarii, Joanns Domini Car michael; 
« Speciatim vero, quod (ummi cum ſidelitate & prudentia, icem 
« munys obiyerat in priore GeneraliConventu; Quodque ad mu. 
« nera Officii illius Rite Exercenda, & Pia & Regia noltra propoſl. 
« ta ſupra mentionataefficaciter promovenda, uſquequaque eſt [, 
« doneus, NoveritisIgitur Nosnominaſſe, Conſti:wſic& Occir.afle, 
«ficutiper haſceNoſtras patentesLiterasNominamusCoſtiru-mus 
©» & Ordigamus, Eundem Joannem Dominum Carmich..el,Supre- 
« mum Noſtrum Commiſſionarium, Quoad efleflum intra ex- 
« preſſum, Damos pariter & concedimus illi,ſacras Noſtras Pere 
« ſcnas& Avthoritatem Regjam,Reprzſcntandi Locumque,Na- 
« trum in dicoſubſequenti Generali Conventu, ranquam Com. 
« miſſionario Noſtro,-ip huncefteum ſpecialiter conſtituto, Te- 
« nendi; Omniaque alia ad Imperium & Munus Commiſtionarii, 
« pro Genetali Ecclefiz Conventn peragendi, tam plene, adeoque 
« liber& in quoy1s Reſpectu quam Quiliqet alius ejusdemSupremi 
« Muneris & CharaReris fecerar.ſeu quovis rempore retroatto fa- 
 « cgre potuerat, atqueadeo ſicuti Noſmet ipſe perſonaliter p!zſen: 
-' «tes facere poſſemus,plenifſimam & ampliſſimam Noſtram pote- 
« reſtatem& Commiſſionem. Quzquidem omnia & ſingula, a 
« difto Joanne domino Carmichael in bac Noſtra Comm iſſione 
« proſequenda, legitime facienda, Nos firmiter approbamus, 
« Rata habenius & habicuri ſumus. Omnibus & ſingylis Inſuper 
« antediiConventus & Eccleſiz Paſtoribus & Preſbyteris,& C + 
« reris quibuſcunque hyjus Noſtri Regni Subditis, Cujuſcunque 
« Qualuatis ſeu Conditonis, Ur ditum 7oaunem Dominun. C zr- 
« michael, Tanquam Sypremum Noſtrum Commiſſionarium, 
« Quoadefteum & Modum ſupra mentionatum, Agnoſcant, Re- 
 1«yercantur,& ditoipfius Audientes ſe prebeant, ſtricie Manda- 
« mus & Imperamvs, Ac denique hanc Noſtram Commſſiionem, 
_ & 4 die quo Magnum hujus Regni Sigillum przlentibus eſt appen- 
4 *- « ſum, durante toto rempore difti Generalis Conventus,in vigore 
++ «continuare Declaravimus,& per przſentes declaramus, In cujus 
| ** Rel 


* 
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'« Rei Teflimonium, Przſentibus Magnum Sigillum NoſtrumAp- 
* pendi przcepimus Apud Aulam Noſtram de Ken/ingroun,Vige. 
' imo Tertio die Martii, Anno Domini Milleſimo Sex: 
*centeſimo Nonageſimo quarto, Et anno Regni Noſtri quinto- 


Per ſgnaturam manu S, D. N- Supre/criptan, 


Locus 
Sigilli 
Appe.fi 
IN DORSO: 
Sealed at Edinburgh rhe Written tothe great Seal, and 


27. day of Match 1694. Regiſtrat the .7,day of March 
John Dickſon. 1694. Dun. Ronald Dpz. 
IT. 


Appointment of a Diet to be kept by the Aſcambly for Prayer, 
Eadem Jeſlione. 


HE General 4ſſcmbly Appoints foMorrow. being Fri. 

day, betwixt Nine and Twelve a Clockinthe Forenoon, 

to be ſet a part for publick Prayer by the Members of 
this Aſſembly. And Recommends to all the ſaids Members to 
me:rtimouſly in the Aſſembly. Houſe for that effect. 


III. 
T he General A/iemblies Letter to his Majeſty: 


Edinburgh 3 1 March 1694. Ante Meridiem, Sell. 2. 


May it pleaſe Tour Majefly, 

E the Miniſters and -Elders, conveened in this preſene 
General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, are 
moſt fe: ſible of the great Goodneſs of God, for 

which we do Bleſs His Holy Name, in Diſpoſing and Enabling 


Ycut Majclly, todo ſo great Things for this Chutch, both For- 
merly, 


6 TneACTS of the 


merly and Now jn Calling andCountenancing by Your RoyalAu- 
thority this Aſſembly, which was ſo necgful at this time; Andin 
giving by Your High Commisſtoner,all Aſſurance ot Your Royal 
Keſolutions to maintain Presbyrerian Government in the Church 
of Scotland. We are alſoſenſible, how much, under God, we owe 
unto Your Majeſtie, in a way of tharktul Duty, on this behalf 
And as Your Majeſty has done ſo much for our Religion and Li. 
berties; ſo the Miniſters of this Eſtabliſhed Church, have fully 
Expreſſed and Demonſtrated tothe World,their Unviolable Loy- 
alry, and good Aﬀetion to Your Majeſties. And now Great Str, 
Your Majeſty having put into our Hand, this ſeaſonable Oppor- 
tunity, of imploying our ſelves, with Freedom and Liberty, a» 
bout what may concern the Glory of God, and the Good of this 
National Church; in our Station and Capacity, under Your ta- 
vourable Countenance and Protection ; We areReſolved through 
the Aſſiſtance of God, toapply our ſelves to our Buſineſs. fo 
Aſſiduouſly and conſtantly, as that Your Majeſty may in a ſhort 
time, havea full Account of our proceedings, from Your High 
Commiſlioner the Lord Carmichael,Ot whole Integrity, Pru- 
dence and ConduQ, we have formerly had ſufficient Experience ; 
And we ate very hopeſul,that Nothing ſhall proceed from this 
Aſcembly, that ſhall be uneaſie or diflaciſtying to Your Majeſty; 
But that we ſhall be found Faithfully to have endeavoured, a. 
mideſt all our Difficulties and Dilcouragements, the Healing, 
Compoſure and Pexce of this Aflicted Church, and the fur. 
therance of Y cur Mijeſties Service in our Stations, as the Lord 
ſhall enable us. Our Feryent and-Hearty Prayer to-the Almigh- 
y God, is and ſhalf be, That He by whom Kings:Reign, may 
Bids Yout Majeſty and the Queen, - with the belc,o0t His Blef. 
ſings, Preſerve Yout Forces bothby Sea and by Ling ; apainſ 
the Common Enemy, And make Your Government Proſperous 


and Happy, To the Glory of His Great Name, to the Good of 


His Church, Tothe Advantage of Your People within Your 
own Dominions, Andto the Comfort alſo of all that profeſs the 


True Reformid Rthgion (elſewhere, 


@ tt.” akin}. 5; Srgned in our; Name, in our Preſence, 
and at our Appointment, By 
+. JO: LAW Moderator. 
l. ane - I; 5,7 
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IV. 


CLAF anent the giving in of Commiſſions. 
Eadem Seſlione. 


HE General Aſſembly taking to Conſideration, how in- 
| convenient it is, That the Rolls of the Aſſembly ſhould 
be made up whenthe Aſſembly is met and aQually it- 
ting,and how much time is unneccſlarly ſpent thereby ;And being 
deſirous that for the future it may be Remeeccd: Therelore the, 
General Aſſembly doeth hereby Appoinr, that in time coming, 
the Commiſſioners trom preſbytries and others, ſhall give in 
their reſp*Rive Comm {1.018,to the Clerk of the Geneaal Aſſem- 
bly.. the Night at leaſt before the firſt Diet or Meeting there: 
ot; Tothe effect the Rolls may be timouſly made up. and that 
the Commiſſions may be conſidered by the Aſſembly wirh-ut 
any Interruption through che Making of the Rolls. And the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly Appoints, that any ſuch Commiſſions as may 
happen tode undclivered befor the ſaid firſt Dier, ſhall only be 
dclivercu in the Intervals betwixt the After Dyers, and no ways 
in preſence of the Aſſembly while aRualy ſitting. 
, 


_ — 
— 


V. 


CAT anent the Repreſentation of Preſbytries in the General 
Aſiemblies. 


Edinburgh 2, April 1634 Poſt meridem Seſl, 3: | 


HE General Aſſembly docth hereby Enz& and Appoine, 

[ That in all time coming, the Repreſentation of the ſe- 
yeral Preſbytries of this National Church, in its Gene- 
ral Aſl:mblies, ſhall hold proportion to the number of Pariſhes, 
in which there are, or ought to be ſerled Miniſters, within each 
Preſbytry ; in manner following, That is to ſay, That all 
Preſbyrries conſiſting of Twelve Pariſhes,or under that Number, 
ſhall ſend Tzvo Minitters and One Ruling Elder : And that all 
Prelby tries conſiſting of E:ghteen Parithes, or under thar Num- 
ber, but above Twelve, ſhall ſ:nd Three Miniſters and One 
Ruling Flcer: And that all Presbytries couſilting of T wenty 
Four Paulhes, or under that Number, but aboye Eightcen,ſhall 


B : {crd 
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ſend Four Miniſters and Two Ruling Elders: Andlaſtly, That 
all Preſbytrics conſiſting of above T wenty Four Pariſhes, ſhall 
ſend Five Miniſters and Two Ruling Elders, to the General Aſ- 
ſemblies. And it is hereby declared,. Collegiat Kirks, 
Where there uſe to be Two or moe Miniſters, are,ſo. far as con. 
cerns the deſign of this AR, underſtood to be as many diſtin& 
Paroches. 

And farther the General Aſſembly hereby Enafts, Appoints 
and Declares, That no perſons ſhall be admitted Members of 
Aſſemblies, bur ſuchas are either Miniſters or Ruling Elders, | 


— 


VI. 


AF for the better —_ Tran/portations of Miniſters, 
and Apeals thereanent. 


S.. 


Edinburgh 4. April 1694, Poſt meridem$:0.5. * » 


Te E General Aſſembly taking to Conſideration, That\ 
= deſigns of Tranſportations are become too common to 
many Paroches, and very troubieſome to , Neighbour» 
ing Congregations, and to Church Judicatories; Therefore the 
General Aſſembly, herepy Recommends toall Paroches, who are 
or may be yacant,that before they deſign the Calling of any Minis, 
ſter already fixed in another Corgregation,they do firſt ſeriogſly 
Eſſay and follow other means of providing themſelves, if they 
can befound. As alſo the General Aſſembly hereby Pega 
mends, toall Preſbytries, That they do not concurr in ahy Tuch/ 
Call, ordefignof Tranſporting a Miniſter, from one Congrega- 
tion to another ; Unleſs by due ccmpating of places and all parties 
concerned, The diſproportion berwixt them, and the greater good 
of the Church be manifeſtly evident. 

And ſiclike when any ſuch deſign of Tranſportation is pur- 
ſued, The General Aſſembly hereby Ordains that all 
Parties concerned therein, ſhall debate with ſuch Meck. 
neſs and Brorherly kindneſs, as becometh Parts and Mem- 
ders of the ſame Body of Chriſt,deſigning the good of the whole : 
And that they Repreſent their Reaſons and Anſwers, with due 
prong and all poſlible brevity, and that they do not needs 
elly expatiat on things which concerns'not the T'rue Merit of the 
Cauſe, And the General Aſſembly hereby prohibits all length» 
ning ot Debates, by Replies and Duplies, unleſs the Judicatory 


betore whom the debate lyes, find it necellary for clearing ſome 
matter 
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matterof Fa, or becauſe of ſome new marter that hath occur. 
red, which could not be conſidered before. 

And farther co prevent unneceſſary and contentious Appeals 
in ſuch Matters, I is hereby Declared and O:dained, That it both 
the competing Paroches be within the Bounds of the ſame Pres. 
byrry, In that Caſe, the Deciſion and Sentence of the Preſbytry 
{hall rake cffe and be obeyed z Or it the Paroches be in diffe- 
rent Presbyui:s, but both Presby tries within the ſame Synod, 
In thar Caſe, the Deciſi:n and Senrence of the Synod (ball alſo 
tak2 effe&t and be obeyed +Seing theſe Reſpettive Judicatories ate 
equally concerned in both Paroches. and may be thought firteſt ro 
Judge both of thz Diſproportion of the Parnches, and the ſutable. 
neſs and fitn:(s of the Perſon Called, for either of the places- Yer 
always allowing Liberty to any Perſon or Paroch, who think: 
rhemſclves Grieved, to Appeal ro ſuperiour Judicatories, to havg 
Redrefs by rzk'ng off the Sentence, and Cenluring the reſpeAive 
Jugicatory Complained of, it they be found to have Malverſcd 5 


. Bur with this Certification, thatit ahy be found unneceſlarly ro 


purſue Appeals and Complaints. they ſhall be ſeverely Cenſured 
therefore, 


—— 


VII. 
LAT anent the gruing i of Proceſs, &c. 


Eadem Seſljone, 


itis, That Proccſlcs or other Papers ſhould de brought 

in in preſence of the Aſſembly, while it is actually 
ſicting, without any previous acquainting the Moderator or 
Cletk therewith; DCTH theretore hereby Enact and Ap- 
point, that all Proceſſes or other Papers be delivered to the Clerk, 
in the Interyals betwixt the Diets of: the Aſſemblies Meeting : 
Declaring that ſuch as ſhall bs otherways delivered; {hall be laid 
aide for that Diet. 


E ir E General Aſſembly Conſidering, how inconvenient 
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VIII. 
LAT anent Appeals 
Edinburgh 6 April 1694: Poſt Meridien Seſl. 7, 


preventing ſome Miſtakes, that haye happned about 

Appeals; DOTH hereby Appoint, That any Appeals 
made in write under the Appellants Hand with the Reaſons 
thereof, in preſence of the Judicatory Appeal'd from, ſhall be 
Extracted by the Appellant, in due Forme, from the Records of 
the ſaid Judicatory, and produced tothe Judicatory Appeal'd to, 
at the diſcuſſing thereof, with a Citation of the Parties Defenders 
therein, either apud ar7e it they be preſent when the Appeal is 
made,or a ſeparat Citation it they be abſent: 

And becauſe by the former praQtice, parties not inſtantly piy- 
ing in their ſubſcribed Appeals at the time of the Sentence, were 
allowed verbally to Appeal, and proteſt for Liberty togive in 
their ſubſcribedAppeals with the Reaſons thereof, within the ſpace 
ofTenDayes thereafter, And becauſe that before the ſaid ſpace the 
ſaid Judicatory may happen to be up ; Therefare it is hereby ap: 
pointed and Ordained, That all parties, who haye immediarly 
aſter Sentence verbally Appeal'd and Proteſted as aforcſaid, ſhall 


T'> General Aſſembly of this National Church, for 


within the ſaid ſpace of Ten Dayes, give in their ſaids ſubſcribed 


Appeals with the Reaſons thereof, tothe Clerk of the Judicatory 
Appeal'dfrom, Notwithſtanding it may be up before that time: 
And likewayes that they ſhall within the ſameTenDayes, Intimat 
their ſaid Appeal withthe Reaſons of the ſame, tothe Moderator 
of the ſaid Judicatory, and leave an Authentick Copy thereof 
with him. Which Appeals and Reaſons are hereby allowed tobe 
Regiſtrat by the Clerk, and Summons to be dire&t by him, for 
Citing the Parties Defenders thereupon. And Extratts thereof 
with the Citation foreſaid, are appointed to be produced by the 
Appellants, at diſcuſſing, tothe Judicatory Appeal'd to, And the 
General Aſſembly hereby appoints the Clerk, to Intimate to the 
ſaid Judicatory, at their firſt Meeting thereafter, that ſuch Ap- 
eals were piven in to him in the Intervals of their Meetings. 

And ficklike the General Aſſembly hereby Appoints, that all 
Defenders in Appeals, who inſiſt for diſcuſſiug thereof, ſhall 
produce Extracts of the ſaids Appeals and Reaſons to the Judica- 
tory 


a” Take 


p k 
PLES, , n 
«ab wt <7 - 


General Aſſembly 1694. rx 


tory Appea'ld to. And laſtly, The General Aſſembly hereby 
Declares, that any Appeals or inſiſtings thereanent otherways 


made ſhall be Rejected. 


I'X, 
Att anent Lefuring. 
Edinburgh 10 April 1694 Pot Meridiem, Sel 9, 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church, Confi- 

dering, how Neceſſary and Editying it 1s, hat the Pen 

ple be well acquaint with the Holy Scriptures; DOTH 
th:refore Recommend to the ſeveral Presbytrizs, that they en- 
deavour, that the Miniſters within cheir reſpective Bounds. ſhall 
in thcir Exe. ciſe of I eQurir.g, Read and open up tothe people, 
ſome Large and Conſiderable portion of che Word ef God. And 
thi; ro the effe,the old Cuſtom Introduced and Eſtabliſh.d by 


the Dircory, may by degrees be Recovered. 


X. 
Af anent Probatiners. 
Edinburgh 1x April 1694. Pof Meridiem Sel. ro. 


H E General Aſſembly of this National Church hereby 

A ppoinrs, That no Preſbyrry ſhall admit any perſon to 

Trial, in order to preaching, bur ſuch as are of Sound Principles, 
and of a Sober, Grave, Prudent and Pious Behaviour and of whom 
they have Ground to conceive good Hopes, that they ſhall be 
Uleful and Editying in the Church. And tor this endit is heteby 
appointed, That ſuch perſons ſhall produce before the Presby- 
tries whoadmit them to Tryal, ſufficient Teſtimonials from the 
Miniſters of rhe Paroches where they lived, and from the Pres. 
by tries in whoſe Bounds they reſide, and alſo from the Proteſ- 
ſors of Divinity, where they may have attended the Proteſſion 


for {cms time, And if the ſaids perſons come from a place 
C where 
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where there is no Presbytry yet Conſtitute according to the Le- 
gal Eſtabliſhment, They ſhall produce T eftificates from thenext 
agjacentP resbytry,who are to1nform themlelyes concerning their 
Principles and Behaviour,and to Teſtify of them accordingly, 
And ficlike the General Aſſembly hereby Appoints, That 
when ſuch perſons are firſt Licenſed to be Probationers, They 
ſhall oblidgechemſelys ro Preach only within the bounds, or by 
the DireQtion of that Presbytry, which did Licenle them; And 
they ſhall alſo by promiſe and Subſctiption, engage themlclyes, 
That they ſhall be ſubje& ro the P resbytry that did Licenſe them, 
or to any Other Church Judicatory, wherein providence they 
ſhall have there abode, for ſhorter or longer time: And that they 
ſhall tollow nodiviſive courſe: And this their Engagement ſhall 
be inſert in the body of their Licenſe. And farther, the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly appoints, That when they are removing trom that 
Presbytiry which did Licenſe them, They ſhall carry with chem 
an Extract of rheir Licence, and a Teſtimonial from che Presby. 
try of theic Carriage, whicn they areropreſent ro the Pres bytry to 
which they come, or at leaſt toſome Miniſter therein, betore they 
preach within that bounds ; And which Miniſter is not to imploy 
them, except in his own Pulpit, until he give notice thereot to 
the Presbytry at their next meeting, and bave their allowance. 
As alloit is herevy appointed that the ſaid Presbytry ro which 
the ſaids Probationers ſo come, ſhall require the lame ſubjeCtion 
and orderly Cartiage, from the ſaids Probationers, during their 
aboce in that bounds to which they were ingaged. to the pres- 
bytry by which they were Licenſed, And it they go toany place 
where a Presbytry is not yet Conſtitute according tothe LapalF- 


ſtabliſhmentr, They ſhall be oblidged before They preach in that... - 


bounds, to make their addreſs to the next adjacent and!ez3lly E- 
rected Presbytry, to whom they ſhall bs ſubjeR, and by whom 
they ſhall be direted as aforcſaid. 

And in caſe The faids Probationers Malverſe in Do. 
Arine or Converſation, They ſhall be Countable to, and 
Cenſurable by the forefaid Reſpetive Judicatories, 3s they 
ſhall ſee cauſe, And if the ſaids Probarioners retuſe Subjetion 
or _- Contumacious to ſuch Cenfſure, whether of Reproof, 
Suſpending the exerciſe of their Licence, or cf Recalling the ſaid 
Licence ;Intimation ſhall be made thereof by the ſaids Judicarory, 
to the'Neighbouring Judicatories, or where they ſhall uncerſtand 
theſaids Probationers are, That lo none may imploy Them to 
preach, nor their after Irregularities be imputed to the Presby. 
tries rhat did Licence them, or whete they afterwards had their 
abode 

Itis always hereby expreſly Provided and declared, That the 
foreſaids Probationers arc not to be eſteemed by themſclys or 
others to preach by vertue of any Paſtoral Office, but only to 
make way for their being called toa Paſtoral Charge, Xl 
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X l. 


AF approving Overtures anent A Commiſſion of the General 
__” Aſſembly, and Inflruf7tms thereto. 


Edinbargb 13 April 1694. Poſt Meridiem. Sefl. x3. 


Ti IS day, The following Overtures and Inſtrutions 
were Read in preſence of the General Aſſembly. The 
Tenor whereof follows. 

*x, Itis Overtured to the General Aſſembly, That there be a 
* Commitlion appointed by this Genera! Afſembly, to meet and 
* rake ſuch Aﬀairs unJer their conſideration, as the General Af 
* ſembly ſhall think fit ro commit to them. 

«2, Thatcutotthis Commiſſion, T here be a certain Number 
« ſ5ecially appoi"ted by the General Aſſembly, as a Committee 
"rogo tothe North, with Power ro:he Commiliion to add any 
* more of their Number, as they ihink fit. 

*3 That this Commiſſion confiit of Fifty Miniſters and 
© Twenty five Ruling Elders, Fitteen tobe the Yuorum,of whom 
«Ten to be M:nifſters. 

* 4, Thatout of this Commiſſion, Fifteen Miniſters and five 
« Ruling Elders, Beſides thele Miniſters and Ruling Elders of the 
« Noth, who ſhall be named in the foreſaid Commiſſion, Beap: 
« pointed as a Committee, as ſaid is, Togo tothe North; Thir« 
« tcen ot which Committee to be the Quorum, of whom ſeven to 
« beof theſe Commiſſioners who are on the South ſide of Tay; 
« And of rheſe ſeven, Five arleaſt to be Miniſters. And that the 
**{aid Committee, have the ſame power on the North fide of Tay 
«as the Commiſſion it ſelt. 

* 5. That the General Aſſembly appoint the firſt Meeting of 
« this Commiſſion, and that the Meeting be before the Mem- 
« bers go out of town atter the Aſſembly Ends; And that the 
* Commilion do appoint their own After- Meetings, and 
* likewayscne time whenthe ſaid Committee ſhould meet in the 
* Norch. 

** 5, That this Commiſſion may receive into Miniſterial Com- 
* muniun, ſuch of the late Contorm Miniſters, as having quali» 
*+ fi-d themlieives according, to Law, ſhall apply perſonally eo 
* them, One by one, duely an3 orderly, and (hall acknowledge, 
* Engape, and Subſcribe upon the end of the Confeſſion of Faith, 
* as tollows Viz. 

[ Do ſincerely mwn and declare. The above Confeſſion 

of Fauth, approven by former General Aſſemblies of this Church 
and Rairfied by Law in the Tear 1690,tobe the Confeſſion of My 
C 2 baith ; 
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Faith ; And that I own the Doftrine therein Containtd, to be 
the True Doftrine, which 1 will conſtantly adhere to; As like. 
wayes that | own and acknowledge FreſbytertanChurch Govern: 
ment of this Church, Now ſetled by low, By Kirk Seſſions, 
Preſbytries, Provincial 5y ds and General Aſemblies,T o be the 
Only Government of IT Fis Church, And that I will ſubmit thereto, 
concurs therewith, and never endeatour Direttly nor Indirefly, 
the pr ejudice or ſubver ſion thereof ; And that I ſhall obſerve 
Unform.ty of Horſh:p. andof the Admmiflration of all publick 
Ordinances within this Chun ch, as the ſame are at preſent per: 
for med and allowed. 

* And the Commiſſion is to have ſpecial Regard to their Mini. 
« ſterial qualific- ti ns. And if any ot the ſaids Miniſters ſo ap- 
« ply ing or any other Miniiters within this Church, of what per« 
« ſwaſion ſoever, ſhall be accuſed or informed againſt, of any 
"Lcan.al, Er Or, Supine Negligence or Inſufficiency, Then the 
« ſaid Commillion ſhall make Inquiry thereinto, cite parties, 
* lcad Wrincſſes, rak2 Depoſitions, and d2 every other thing 
« chat may clear the ma'ter.ot Fact informed againſt them, ad 
« «eport the ſame and their Diligence therein, to the next General 
« Aſſ: mbly. Providing always, that if any be accuſed of Groſs 
« yncontrover ed Seancals, and theſe cleaily proven; In that 
«caſe the Commiſſicn ſhall proceed to Determine as they 
. ** find cauſe: As it is | kewayes expecicd of a'l Preſbytries in 
«rhis Kingdom, That they will uſe that Diſcretion in their 
« behavour ard Government, asthat (during the contiruance of 
« this Commiſſion ) in all Proceſſes againſt any Miniſters, they 
« adyile with thcis Reſpective Synods, or in caſe of urgent neceſ. 
« fi:y, conſult with the ſaid Commiſſion. Asalſo that the Ge- 
« neral Aſſembly Require all Presbytries and Synods, in their 
« acmitirg or Receiving any to Miniſterial Communion, 
«T bat they oblidge them,1o take and {ubſcribe the aboveAcknory. 
« Jedgement : And that during the ſaid time,netther this Commiſſ. 
« on, or any Other Judicatory of this Church, do take advantage 
« ro cenſute any Miniſter whatſomever, tor not having qualified 
« himſelt, in the terms of the Act ct Parliament 1693. In:ituled 
« AF for ſetlng the Yuret and Peace of the Church As likewayes 
«© that the ſa:d Comm lion and all other /udicatories are to take 
« care, that if any ſhall be tound to have Maliciouſly or Calumnij- 
« ouſly accuſed any Miniſter, They {ball be cond:gnly cenſured, 
« according to the order and praRtice oi this Church. As alſothar 
« the Aſſembly ordain, That none of theſe Miniſters who are not 
« preſently in charge, be received into Miniſterial Communion, 
« but by the ſaid Commiſſion, or by that Preſbytry or Synod of 
*the bounds in which They now Reſfide. | 
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* 7; That this Commiſſion and Committee forefaid ſhall be 
* careful to ſetle Elderthips and plant Miniſters,in vacantCongre- 
«ations On the North ſide of T ay, Either by ordaining well qua- 
* }tfied Expectants(who ſhall be bound at their entry to Subſcribe 
« the ſaid Confeſſion of Faith with the Acknowledgement above 
«expieit)Or by Tranſporting Miniſters, w ho ſhall be called by any 
« yacant Congicgaticn thereit (the Presbytry to which they be- 
« long being firſt applyed unto} Requiring all Miniſters who ſhall 
« be ſo called, togivc obedience to theſe ſentences of Tranſporta- 
«tion, With power|:kewayes to. the ſaid Commiſſion, to re- 
« ceive any Appeals that ſhill be made in any proceſs of Tran- 
« ſportation of a Miniſter f:om one Synod to another (which Ap- 
« peals may be from any ſuch Presbytry to the Synod or Com- 
« miſſion, which of theſe tx'o ſhall firſt happen to ſit} And tode- 
« term.nc finally rthcrein as they find cauſe, 

« 8 And ſzing there are diverſe proce ſles led before ſeveral Ju» 
« dicatories of this Church,againſt Mr- Zohn Hepburs,which by 
« Reterences there anent ly before this Aſſembly, That therefore 


«he Gcneral Aſſembly do Remii theſe Proceſles to the con fide: 


© ration of the ſaid Commillion, And itbeing informed that ſe- 
« yeral Aſperſions are laid on the Miniſters and Judicatories of 
« this Church, by ſomEperſons as if the ſaids Miniſters and Ju- 
© dicatorics had Receded from the known Principles thereot, In 
© Kclation tothe Conſtirution any Government of the Church 
* contained 1n the Confeſſion of Faith, Tho? the contrary thereof 
« he evidenr,Not only by theMiniſters of this Church cheir owns 
«ing of, and auhereing to the ſaid Confeſſion, wherein theſe 
« Frinciples are contained, But alſo by the whole courſe of their 
« Miniſtry ; That therefore the General Aſſ:mbly Require the 
«ſaid Commiſſion, totake all cue pains toinform, convince and 
« ſarisfie any ſuch perſons, ot their Miſtakes, that they may be 
*R:claimed. 

* 9. Thar ſuchReferences and Appeals as theGeneral Aſſem- 
« bly cannot overtake to determine, and ſhall be particularly 
« Remitred tothe ſaid Commiſſion by the Aſſembly ; Theſame 
« ſhall by the ſaid Commiſſion be raken ro conſideration, Cog- 
*noſced upon, and finally determined as they fee cauſe. 

* 10 ThatthisCommilſiondonot take on them to medle with 


- * any thing not containzd in Their Commiſſion; And thatin all 


* their Actings, They be Countable co,andCenſurable by the next 
* enſuing General Aſſembly. 
*- And Laſtly that 'this Commiſſion continuetill the ſecond 
« Teuſday of April} 16.5. or the mcering of the next General 
© Aſſembly,which ſocver ot theſe two ſhall firſt happen, 
All which Ovyertures and Inſtruttions above fer down 
being maturely conſidered, The General Aſſembly of this 
D Ni- 
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National Church hereby Approves thereof: And Recommends 
and Appoints according thereto in all points. 


tm 


X11. 
LA anent Proceſſes againſt Hiniſters. 
Edinburgh 14 Apri! 1694, Poſt Meridiem Seſl. 13 


HE General Aſſembly doth ſeriouſly Recommend to 
all che Presbytries of this Church, to proceed in all Pro- 


ceſſes againſt Miniſters, wirh all due CircumſpeRion 
and Prudence, And that they Conſult their reſpeRive Synods, or 
in caſe of Urgent Neceſſity, the Commiſſion of this Aſſembly, 
therein, And the General Aſſembly hereby Requires, That no 
Judicatory of this Church, do take advantage, co Cenſure any 
Miniſter whatſomever, for not having qualified himſelt in the 
Terms of the Act of Parliament 1 693. Intituled, At? for /erling 
the Quiet and Peace of the Church: Andthis ARt toendure,only 


till the Second Teuſday of April 1695. Or the Meeting of the 
nexc General Aſſembly, which of the Two ſhall ficſt happene 


XIII. 
LAT againſt Propbaneneſs. 
Edinburgh 16 April 1694. Poſt Meridtem Seſl. 14, 


'T General Aſſembly of this National Church, taking 
into ſerious Conſideration, how much God is diſhonour- 
ed by the Impiety ard Prophanenels that aboundeth in 
this Nation, in prophane and idle Swearing, Curfing, Sabbath 
breaking, Nzgle& and Contempt of Goſpel Ordinances, Mock: 
ing of Yiety and Religious Exerciſes, Fornication, Adultery, 
Drunkenneſs, Blaſphemy and other Groſs and Abominable Sins 
and Vices: And how much it concerns the Honour and Glory 
of God, that the ſame be Reſtrained and Suppreſled, and thar 
Vertue and Godlineſs be encouraged : And alſo what may be the 
Remedies of theſe dereſtable Sins; DO TH therefore Exhort and 


Require, That Miniſters and all who tear God, have on their 


Hearts, adeep Humbling and Soul affetting Senſc of theſe Ey % 
an 
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and be much in Prayer and Supplication before God on this ac- 
count- And that all the Miniſters of this Church preach plainly & 
faithfully againſt theſe Vices,and Denonnce the threatned Judge 
ments, of God againſt ſuch Evil doers, And deal earneſtly & much 
with their Conſciences,to bring them tro aConviction and Senſe of 
theirSinand Danger. As alſo the General Aſſembly appoints, 
Thar Church Judicatories do faithfully Exerciſe Church Diſct- 
pline againſt all ſuch Scandalous Otienders, with that Gravity, 
Prudence and Meckneſs of Wildom, as by the Bleſſing of God, 
may provean Eftccrual Mean of Reforming and Recovering the 
Guilty, and of preventing the like Sins in Others. 

And farther the General Aſſembly Requires that care be taken 
inthe Receiving of Servants, that they haye Teſtimonials of their 
Horeſt and Chriſtian Behaviour ; Aid that the ſame be Required 
of all Ochers, who Flirt and Remove from one Paroch to ano- 
ther. 

And alſothe General Aſſembly appoints, That the Miniſters 
and Elders in cach Congregation. take care that the Worſhip of 
God be performed inthe fevetal Families thereof, And if any 
Family be found which neglecteth this neceſſary Duty, The Head 
of that Family is to be Gravely, Scriouſly and Earneſtly Admo=« 
niſhed, untill he amend his Fault. And Recommends to Mini. 
ſters and Kirk Seſſions, Thar none be Ruling Elders, who make 
nor Conſcience of this neceſſary and unqueſtionable Dur y: And 
thatno groſly Ignorant and Scandalous Perſon be admitted to the 
Lord's T able. 

And likewayes The General ſſembly Recommends to all Mi. 
niſters and Kirk-Seſſions, That they caretully apply to the ſe* 
veral Magiſtrats of their Bounds, that the Acts of Parliament 
againſt Prophaneneſs, may be put in Execution, ang particularly 
the AQ of Parliament Juze 15. 1693. Intituled, 4&7 againſt 
Prophaneneſs. 

And Laſtly, The General Aſſembly Ordains that this preſent 
AR be publickly Read and Intimate inall Churches- 


XIV. 
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XIV. 
AG appointing ſome Miniſters for the Supply of the North, 


Eadem Seſlione. 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church, T2k- 

| ing to Conſideration, the many V acancies in this 
Church, by North the Waterof T ay, and the paucity 

of Miniſters in theſe parts, who are in any Condition togiye Sup- 
ply without their own Congregations; And alſo having before 
them, the Petitions of ſeveral Noblemen, Gentlemen and Ma. 
giſtrares of Burghs living intheſe Parts: Therefore the Gencral 
Aſlembly have Ordained and hereby Ordain, That the Synods 
be South T ay, fhall ſend North the Number of $:ixteen © Hints 
fters, according to the proportions aftermentioned, For ſupply 
of the Vacancies within the Synods of Angus and Mearns. A+ 
beraeen, Murray, Roſs, Sutherland and Caithneſs. That is 
roſay, That there be T 2e0 ſentto ſupply the Vacancies of Angus 
and Mearns, including the Kitk of Ratry. Four to ſupply the 
Vacancies within the Town and Province of Aberdeen, Six to 
ſupply the V acancies within the Synod of Murray, And Foxr 
to ſupply che V acancies within the Synods of Ro/s, Souther land 
and Caithneſs. :And Ordains that the Synods of Fyf/e, Perth, 
Louthiam, Mer ſe,and T eviotdal,Glaſgow,Galloway and Drum- 
frees, doſend to the North for that efte&t the Miniſters after na- 
med. viz, From the Synod of F5f/e Mr.T homas Rafſel at Ken- 
#oway; and Mr. James Haddow at Coupar. From the Synod 
of Louthian Mr. John Frazer at Glencor {s, Mt. Donald Camp- 
bel at the Qucensferry, Mr. Robert Livingſloun at Libbertoun 
in the Presbytry of Bzggar, and Mr. Robert Cotuil at Baro. 
From the Synod of Perthany one of their Number to ſupply the 
Congregation of Ratray. From the Synod of Mer/e and Te- 
wviotdale Mr. George Guthry ar Oxnam, and Mr. John Dy/art at 
Langtoun. From the Synod of Glaſgow, Mr. James Brisbane 
at Kilmalcolme, Mr. Andrew T ait at Carmunock, Mr. Johu 
Glaſgowart Kilburnie, Mr. Duncan Campbelat Roſneath ( or 
any other for him having the Iriſh Tongue, whom the Presbytry 
of Dumbartoun thall Appoint) and Mr. Andrew Rogers at Gat- 
ſtoun. From the Synod of Gal/oway, Mr. Jebn Murdoch at 
Cor(michael. And trom ”_ Synod of Drumfreis, Mr, Willrars 
Mons Sormervel at Traquier, IN all Sixteen: WHO 

=> _—_ _—_ are hereby Ordaincd to Repair zo the Commil» 
dex of the unprintedAts Gon of this Gener.l Aſſembly ro meet at 
Edmburgh, againſt the Eighteen day of April inſtant, 
and 
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and receive Direions from the ſaid Commiſſion, to go tofuch 
particular Synods inthe North, as it ſhall dire, and thereafter 
to be adviſed by the Miniſters Refiding in theſe reſpeCtive Synods 
to what particular Congregations they ſhall apply themſelves : 
And likewayes the General aſſembly Ordainsrhat the ſaids Mini- 
ſt.rs, make all diligence (with the Lord's Aſſiſtance) to be at 
thereſpettive places to which they are to be ſent,againſt the fir f# 
Sabbathof Fune next, where they are to continue tor the ſpace of 
Three Months, At which time,the General aſſembly doth here- 
by Ordain the ab2vewritten Synods of the South, to ſend a New 
Supply to the Nocth, of as many Miniſters more {it needre- 
quirey to continue tor the Second Quarter : And fo forth Puar- 
zerly, ay and while the ficting of the next General Aſſembly : AnJ 
that according tothe proportion underwritten, To wit,from the 
Synod of Fife 1hree. Frem the Synod of Perth One. From 
the Synod of Low:hian Four From the Synod of Mer/e Two, 
From the Synod of Gla/gow Four. From that of Galloway One, 
And from that of Drumfrees One, But with this proviſion, 
Tnat according as the Vacancies in the North ſhall be filled, and 
the Necelſliiy of Supplies grow leſs, The remoteſt of the aids 
Synods {hall be fi:ſ{teafſcd, And tarther becauſe, the Synod of 
Gla/gow,Galloway, and Drumfrees, are not to meet in their re. 
ſpe&tive provincial Aſſemblies. betore the expiring of che firſt 
Quarter of the above appointed time; Therefore rhe General 
Aſlembly doth now Nominate and Appoint the Miniſters after- 
named, to beſent North, in manner atrermentioned, From theſe 
Three Syunds for the Second @warter, viz, From the Synod of 
Gla/aow Mr Fohn Laury at Auchenleck, Mr, Archibald Hemil- 
tour at Canbuſiang, Mr. Alexander King at Bonnel, and Mr. 
David Meldrum Preacher. From the Synod of Gellowey Mr. 
Andrew {wart at Kells. Andirom the Synod of Drumfrees, 
Mt Georg Boyd art Glencarrs. 

And thz General Aſſembly Recomends to the ReſpeQive Pre. 
bytries, totake care to ſupply the Kirks of theſe Minifters; And 
alſo of ſuch as are upon the Commiſſion to meet at Edrmburgh, 
And of theſe that are upon the Commictee cthatis to go to the 
North duting their ablence, And that ina more punctual way 
than other Vacancies. 
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XV. 
Recommendation anent Vacant Stipends. 
Eadem Seſltone. 


| HE General / ſlembly Finding it neceſſary for Support 

and Propagation of the Work of the Goſpel, To ſenda 
conſiderable Number of Miniſters,from the Remoreſt parts of this 
Kingdom, to the Synods in the North, which doth Require a ne- 
ceſſary Expence. And itbeing found in Law, That fuch as ſo 
ſerve Vacant Congregations, Merit and ought to be Maintained 
out of the Stipengd, during the time that they ſerve; Which cer- 
tainly is the moſt proper and preferable Pious Ule a Stipend can 
be applied to; Theretore the General Aſſembly doth humbly De- 
fire Their Majeſties High Commiſſioner, That he would in the 
Aſſemblies Name Apply to Their Majeſties, For a General Re- 
commendation to the Lords of Privy Council, Lords of Thea- 
ſury and Exchequer, Lords of Seſſion and cther Judges what- 
ſomever, In Favours of ſuch as ſhall by Order foreſaid ſerve V a» 
cant Congregations; That they mey bave acceſs for Maintenance 
out of the Vacant Stipends, during the time they ſerve, 


XVI. 
AF anent Intruſion upon Kirks, 


Eadem Seſlione. 

HE General Aſſembly being Informed, that there are di- 
verſe Churches Intruded upon, by ſeveral Perſons, ina 
molt Illegal and Unwarrantable Manner, DOTH therefore Re- 
commend to the Commiſſion of this Aſſembly which is to meer 
at Edmburgh,and to the Committee for the North Re/pef7:ve, to 
make Enquiry thereinto, And to Apply to the Lords of Privy 
Council, co declare the Intruſion; To the effeR, the Kitks In- 
_ into, may be orderly planted with their Lorgdſhips Af- 

co, 
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XVII. 


LA anent Exerciſe and Addition, Privy Cenſures, and Bur. 


ſars of T heology, 


Eadem Seſlione. 


s E General Aſſembly Doth Earneſtly Recomendto the 
ſeveral Presbytries within this Church, toſer up the uſe 
ot Exerciſe and Addition;As alfo that of Privy Cenſures; 

Conform to the ancient practice of this Church; And appoints 
their Diligence therein, tobe Recorded in their F eſpeRiive Regi. 
fiers. And ficlike the General Afﬀembly hereby Recommends 
tothe ſeveral Preſbyrries, that they be careful to keep and Nain- 
tain Burſsars of Theology, Contorm to the ancient practice and 
the A- of former General Aſſ:mblics made thereanenr. 


XVIII. 


Commuſſion of the General Aſſembly for ſome Commiſſioners tv 
meet at Edmburgh. 


Edinburgh 17 April 1694. Poſt Meridem Sel: x 5,8 Ule. 


Te E General Aſſembly of this National Church, Taking 
to Conſideration, How Requiſite it is in the preſent Jun- 
Aure, That there be a Commiſlion appointed for fuch Afﬀairs as 
this Aſſembly ſees fir to Commit thereto; DOTH therefore 
by theſe preſents. Nominat and appoint, Maſter #/::am Mckay 
Miniſter at Dornoch, Mr. William Stewart at Kiltearne, Mr 
Hugh Anderſon at Cromarty, Mt. Alexander Dambar at Ald- 
earn, Mr. Alexander Forbes at Dyke, Mr. Thomas 7 homſon at 
Forreſs, Ms. Fames Urquart at Kinloſs, Mr. Francis Melvill 
at Arbuthnet, Mr. Jobn *p: 1 ling at Dundee, Mr Thomas For 
reſter at St. Andrews, Mr. Andrew Bowie at Ciru/7, Mr: 
John Anderſon at Leſly, Mr. Archibald Riagel at Weems, Mr. 
Edward Jamie /on at Monymail, Mc Samuel NairnatErrol,Mr. 
Michael Potter at Dumblam, Mr. George Turnbull at Alloway. 

E 2 Mr 
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Mr. Alexander Douglaſs at Logy, Mr. John Lawat Edinburgh, 
Mr. Davia Blar there, Mr James Kirton there, Mr. George 
Meldrum there, Mr. Gilbert Rule there, Mr George Campbel 
there, Mr. W:illam Mem at Dalkeith, Mr. William Burnet ar 
Calder, Mr. John Anderſon at Weſt Kirk, Nic Johne Moncretfe 
at Edmburgh, Mr. Thomas Wilkyin Canongate, Mr, William 
Crichton at Falkirk, Mr. Patrick Gumimg at Ormiftoun, c Mr. 


George Barclay at Strathbrock, Mr. John Vetch at Weftruther, . 


Mr. Gabriel Semple at Jeaburgh, Mr. WillamVetch at Drum- 
frees, Mr, Robert Patonat Carlaverock, Mr, Willtam Jack ar 
Brgear, Mr. Archibald Hamiltoun at Wigton, Mr. Dartid Wit: 
hamfon at Wef7-Kirk, Mr. James O/burn at Kilmarn:ch, Mr, 
Thomas Lining at Leſmabagee, Mr. Patrick S1mp/en at Ren- 
frew, Mr. William Dunlap Puncipal of the Coledye of Gla/- 
gow, Mr.Robert Langlands at Glaſgow, Mr- John Monrs ar Ro. 
theſay,Mr. Mungo Wat ſon at Gladſmure, Mr. homis Ramſay at 
Calder, Mr.CharlesGor don at Dalmeny, Mr. William Boyd. t Dal. 
1y and Mr. Wi/hamMackieat Portmoak, Miniſters: With #1/{rums 
Earl of Crawford, George Earl ct Sutherland, Robert Viſcoung 
of Arbuthnet, Will-am Lord Refs, David Lord Ruthuen, Va. 
trick Lord Polwarth, Kobert Maſter of Bur lergh, Adam Cuck. 
burn of Ormifoun Lord Juſtice Cle k, Sir Colne Campbel of 
Aberuchill,and Mr Jobn Flamiltoun of Haicraig, Twoct the Se. 
nators of ih: Colledpge of Juſtice, Mr. Francis CHontgomer y of 
Griff ane Lodovick Grant of that ilk, Duncan For bes of Collrarn, 
James Brody of that ilk, © Adam Drummond of ,Meggins, W.l.um 
Bayly of Lamingtoun, John Home of Ninewells Sir John Hall of 
Dwngl/as preſent Lord Proveſt of Edinburgh, James Pringle of 
Tor woodlte, Sir Colime Campbel of Ardhinlas. Sir Thomas 
Stewart of Kirkfield, Sir Archibald Mu e of Thorntoun, 
Forbes of Eight, David Roſs of Balnagown, and Adam 
Gordon of Daifolly Ruling Elders: I o be Commiſſioners of 
this General Aſſembly, to the effet after expreſt, WITH 
tull power aud Commiſſion to the ſaids perſons, or their 
Duorum which is heteby declated ro be any F:/teen of 
the ſaids Commiſſioners, wheteof Ten at leaſt are alwayes to 
be Miniſters, to meet and Conveen within the A Sembly- Houſe 
at Edinburgh, upon the Day nixr and immediatly tollos ing the 
Diſſolution of this General Aſſembly, at Tena Clock in the 
Forenoon, for their firſt Meeting Andto appoint their After- 
Diets of Meeting: as they ſhall ſec convenient: As alſo ro chuſe 
their own Mederator, incaſe of the Abſence of the Moderator 
of this Aſſembly.” And ficlike the General Aſſembly fully Im- 
powers and Authorizes the ſaids Commiſſioners and their Yuo- 
rum foreſaid, To Conſider, Cognoſce and finally determine, as 


they ſhall ſee cauſe, 1n all References, Appeals and other Mat- 
t6rs, 


Ku Dx 2 49 _ x : 


5 as Os $4 py A p {a 


General Aſembly 1694. 23 


ters, That have been, or ſhall be particularly Remitted to them, 
for that effe&, by any At or Order of this Aſſembly ; All 
wh'ch are holden as herein expreſt: And ſpecially to proceed and 
Cognoſce in every thing, contain:d in,and conform tothe Ovee- 
ru:es and [nſtructions thereanent, Approven by the General Af- 
{embly upon the thirteen Day of ,/pru Inſtant, Intituled Over» 
tures anent-_A Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly,and Inſtruttt- 
ons thereto, as full and treely,as it the ſame were in theſe preſents, 
at full lenpth inſert and fer down ; Likeasthe General Aſſembly 
ktereby Pcohibirs the ſaids Commiſſioners, ro medle in any other 
matter,not herein contained: Declaring alſo thatinand for all their 
Attin-s, the ſaids Commiſſioners ſhall be Countable to,and Cen« 
ſurable by the next enſuing General Aſſembly of this Church. 
And laſt the General Aſſembly hereby Declares,that this Cons: 
miſſion ſbali continue till the ſecond Tueſday of April, One 
Thouſand Six Hundred and Nynty five Years, orthenext Mect« 
ing of the General Allcmbly, which et theſe Two ſhall fir 


happen. 


XIX. 


Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly to a Committee far the 
North ſide of Tay. 


Eadem Scflione. 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church, Tak- 

ing ro Confideration, How Requiſiteit is in the preſent 
Jun.ture, That there be a Committes Appointed for the 
North fide of Tay, for ſuch A fﬀaits as the Aſſembly ſees fic 
to commit thereto. DOT H therefore by theſe preſents Nomi- 
nar and Appoinr, Maſter /:/I:am Chrichtoun Miniſter at Fal. 
kirk, Mr. David HWillamfon at Weftkirk, Mr. Patrick Cums- 
m7 at Ormiftonn, Mr. Robert Langlands at Glaſeow, Mr. James 
Osburs at Kilmarnock, Mr. William Dunlop Principal of the 
Coll: dge of Glaſgow, Mr. John Ander/ou at Leſly, Mr. William 
Boyd ar Dairy, Mr. George Trunbul at Allowey, Mr. Mungo 
Wat ſon at Gladſmure, Mr Charies Gordon at Dalmeny, Mr. 
Archibald Riddelat Weems, Mr. John © Monro at Rothe/ſay, Mr, 
Alexander Douglaſs at Logie, and Mr. William Mackie at Pors- 
mock Miniſters, With David Lord Ruthven, Robert Maſter of 
Burlergh, James Pringle of Torwoodhie, Adam Drummond of 


Meggms, and Johm Home of Ninewelis Ruling klders : Toges 
F ther 
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ther with theſe Miniſters and Ruling Eldersof the Northafter- 
mentioned, that are contained in another Commiſſion of this Al 
ſembly, Appointed to meet at Eginburgh,dared and paſt upon the 
day and date of theſe preſents. viz; Mr. Wilham Mckay Mini- 
ſter at Dornok, M. William Stewart ar Kultearn, Mr- Hugh 
Ander lon at Cromarty, Mr. Alexander Dumbar at Aldearne, 
Mr. Alexander Forbes at Dyke, Mr- T homas T hom/on at Forre/s, 
Mr. Fames Urquhart at Kinls/5, Mr. Frances Metvilat Arbuth. 
yet, Mr. John Spalding at Dundee and Mr. Samuel Nairy at Ey- 
rol Miniſters: With Robere Viſcount of Arbathnet, Lodevick 
Grant of that 11k, James Brodie of that 1/k, Duncan Forbes of 
Colloden, David Roſe ot Balnagounm, Adam Gordon of Dalfoly, 
and Forbes of Exght Ruling Elders I Together alla 
with any others that ſhall be added rothem by the ſaid Commil- 
ſion which is tro mcetat Zdimburgh, out of their own Number : 
TO be a Committee of this General Aſſembly for the North 
ſide of Tay, totheeffeRt after expreſt. WITH full Power and 
Commiſſion tothe ſaids Perſons or their Quorum, which is hereby 
Declared to be any Therteen of the ſaid Committee, of whom 
Seven ſhall be of the Commiſſioners, who are on the South 
fide of Tay, and of theſe Seven, Five at leaſl robe Miniſters. To 
Meet and Conveen at ſuch Time and Place as the foreſaid other 
Commiſſion which is to meet at Zdmburgh, ſhall Appoint, for 
their firſt meeting ; With Power to the ſaid Committee and 
their Oworuns foreſaid, To appoint their own after-diets and 
Placcs ot Meeting, as they ſhall ſee convenient, As alſo to chuſe 
their own Moderator, And ficlike the General Aſſembly here. 
by fully Impowersand Authorizes the faid Committee and 9ug* 
rum thereof aforeſaid, To Conſider, Cognoſce and finally De- 
termine, in all Reterences, Appeals and other Marters, that have 
been, or ſhall be particularly Remitted to them, ſor that effec, 
by any Actor Order of this Aſſembly 3 All which are holden as 
hereinexpreſt. And ſpecially to Proceed and Cognoſce in every 
thing, contained in, and conform to the Oyertures and Inftru- 
Rions thereanent,approven by this Aſſembly upon the Thirteen 
day of Apri/ inſtant Intiruled, Overtures anent A Commiſ+ 
ſion of the General Aſembly and Inſtrufons thereto, as tull 
and freely, as if the ſame were intheſe Preſence, at full lengt 
Inſert and fer down; Likeas the General Aſſembly hereby prox 
hibites the ſaid Committee, To medlein any other matter, not 
herein contained, Declaring alfo, Thatin and for all their AR- 
ings, the ſaid Committee ſhall be Countable to, and Cenſurable 
by the next enſuing General Aſſembly of this Church, And 
Laltly the General Aſſembly hereby Declares, That this Com- 
miſſion ſhall continue till the Second Tueſday of Apri/ One 
Thoyu- 
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Thouſand Six Hundred and Ninety Five Years, or the meeting 
of the next General Aſſembly, which of theſe Two ſhall firſt 


happen. 


— 


X X. 
AT anent the Iriſh P/alms. 
Eadem Seſſions. 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church, Tak: 
ing to Conſideration, That there is a Compleat Para-+ 
phraſe ot the whole Pſalms in 1r;/ Meeter, Approven and 
Emitted by the Synod of Argy), who underſtand the Ir:fþ 
Language, Conform to an A of the General Aſſembly 19s. 
Together with a Tranſlation of the Shorter Catechiſm of this 
Chuichin Ir:iſþ, Bound with the faids Palms in one Valume 
And.he General Afigmbly Underſtanding, That in ſome paers of 
this National Church, where Preaching and Prayer are uſed in 
Iriſh, The Pſalms are Sung at the ſame Diet in a diflggent Lan- 
guage, whereby an Uniformity in the Wo: ſip of Gug is marred 
and many of the People ceprived of the Benefic ot Praiſing God 
ina Known Tongue: Therefore, asthe General Aſſembly doth 
hereby Appoint, That this Incongrous way of Worſhipin 
God ſhall be hereafter foiborn; So they do Recommend to al 
Congregations and Familicy who Warſhip Godin the Ir:/þ Lan. 
guage, to mzke uſe ot rhe faid Paraphraſe therein ; And alſoto 
make uſc of the foreſaid Tranſlation of the Shorter Catechiſm, as 
an Unitorm Mean ot Catechuſing the People. 


X XI. 
AG againft fixing in the Lowlands of Preachers who have the 
Iriſh Language, | 
Eadem Sellione. 


'T' FE General Aſſembly of this National -Church, Tak- 
ing to Conſideration, That the H:ghlands of Scotland 
are Deprived of many Preachers, who haye the Iri/þ Lan- 


guage, 
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guage, Contrary to diverſe Actsof former General Aſſemblies ; 


Which is occafioned in a great part, by the fixing of ſuch as have 


the /r:/þ Language, in Congregations withinthe Lowlands ; 
Theretore the General Aſſembly Doth hereby ſeriouſly Recom. 
mendtoall Presbytries, That they fix No ſuch Preachers or In- 
trants as havethe Ir:/þ Language, in any Congregations within 
the Lowlands of Scotland, without theConſent of,and a Teſtificar 
from The Presbytries in the Highlands, where they formerly 
Reſided. And this Act tocontinnetill ſuch time asthe EHrghlands 
ſhall be competently provided with Miniſters. 


The next General Aſſembly of this National Church, is to be 
held at Edinburgh, The firſt Thur /day of April 1695. Years. 

T he Aſſembly being clos'd; T be Members were dijmi/i'd with 
Prayer, and Smging of the 12.2, Pſalm and pronouncing of the 
Bleſſing. 


Collefted, Viſrzed and Extrafted, From 
tbe Records of the Genera! Aſſembly, 
By Mes. ROB, PARK, 


INDEX 
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INDEX of the Unprinted Afts &c. of the General 
: Aſſembly, 1694. 


Committee for Overtures, Ibidews: 
Commiittce tor Bills, References and Appeals, 16. 

Committee for ſupplying the Kitks of Edinburgh during this 
Aſſembly, 16. 

Committees for Reviſing Synoc-Books. Sefl. 2. 

AR Joy ning the Presby try of Danace to the Synod of Fifi fro 
tempore. 1b. 

AR Appointing Two Miniſters to go to LAbergeen. Seſl, 3. 

Att in favours of Mr. James Osburne and the Pariſh of Ki/- 
marnock, againſt the City of Ed1nburgh. Sefl. 4. 

At in fayouis of Mr. Aaungo /Vat/on and the Pariſh of Glad/- 
mure, againſt the City ot St Zndrews Sell. 

A in favours of the Pariſh of Greenock S$cT. 6. 

Act decl:riny Mr. Wilham Vetch his Call and admiſſion to the 
Miniſtry at Peebles, To be Legal 16. 

Ac Tranſporting Mr. William Vers trom Peebles to Drum. 
fees, KT 7. 

AR continuing Mr. George Me/drumin the Miniſtry at Edin- 
burgh, againſt the City of Averdeens Proceſs tor Recalling 
him. Sefl. 8. 

AR appointing Letters to be ſent by the Moderator in name of the 
Aſl:mbly tothe Presbytry of Down and Synod in the North of 
Ireland,tor looſing Mr. John Hamiltouw from his charge there, 
tothe end he may continue inthe Miniſtry at Edimburgh.Sell g. 

AQ in favours of Mr. George Andrew and the Pariſh of Torbs)- 
foun, againſt the City ot Glaſgow. Sell. 10. 

AR in favours of George Mo/man appointing the Commiſſioners 
fromeach Presbytry therein ſpecified, to take and pay for 5 
Sett of the Pamphlets therein mentioned,and the ſaids Commil- 
_ to be Reimbuiſed by their KeſpeRiye P resbyrries, 
Seſl. tx. 

Recommendation in fayour of Margaret Muirhead Reli& of 
Mr, 71ung tor ſome Chacitable ſupply to be ſent for 
her uſe ſrom the ſeveral Presbytries, To John Blair Solicitor 

. for the Kirk, Seſl. 11. 

Reference to the Committee of Aſſembly for the North (ide of 
T ay, to etle an Elderſhip in Aberween Sell 12. 

Reference to the Commr//ion of the Aſſembly, which is to meet at 
Edmburgh, anent the Reviſing and Publiſhing of Mr. Samuel! 
Rutherfurd's Manuſcripts on Eſther and 1/atah. $efl. 1 ;. 

G Re. 


Com of Mr. John Law to be Moderator. Seſl- x. 


INDEX 


Recommendation tothe Privy Council anent an Intruſion upon 
the Kirk of Oid Aber deen,with a Reference to the Committes 

* of aſſembly for the North to plant the ſame, Ib. 

Recommendation tr th2 ſeveral Presbytries for a ColleRion, ro 
be ſent in to John Wat/on Merchant in Eainbargh, for Mr. 
Geerge Gordon, 16. 

AG all-wing ſome ro confer with Mr, William Vetch, without 
prejudice to the Aſſemblies Semience Tranſporting him to 
Drumfrees. Scl. 14. 

AR appointing a Miniſter for ſupplying the Kirk of OldAberdeen 
lo! atine. /6. 

Reftereace to the Committee for the North anent an Intruſion 
upen the Kuk of Foverane. 16. 

Referencerothe Commirtee tor the North to cauſe Cite Mr. 

\cr1mzeour, and determine ancnt his Intereſt in the paſto- 
ral Office at Dundee. 16, | 

Reterence to the Commiſſion at Edrnbargh to Receive Overtures 
anent the form of Procedure in Church Judicatories, in order 
tothe making atrame thereof, and to Report to the next Aſ- 
ſembly. 1h. | 

Reference to the Commiſſion at Edinburgh, To write toMr: 
Alexander Schrelds an account ot the Aſſemblies having Rea 
commendcd che deſire of his Letrer, 16. 4 

Reterencetott e Commiſſion at Edinburgh, of a Petition be the 
Parith of Buthwell, for continuing Mr, Alexander Orr in 
that Pariſh. 16. 

Afs approving ſome Synod Bocks. Ib. 

Reterence tothe Commillion at Edinburgh of a Proces againſt 

Mr, George Mayr. 16+ 

Reterenceto the Commiſſion at Edinburgh of ſome Proceſſes, 
apainit Mr, John Hepburn. 16, 

AR in favours of Mr Jobn Bows. 16. 

AR Rarifying the Sentence of Depoſition paſt by the Presbytry 
of Peebles &c. Againſt Mr. George Forbes at Traquarr, and 
Declaring Mr. Robert T «tt Legal Miniſter theroat- Scfl, 15 

Actin favours of Mr Charles Lindſay 16. 

AQ continuing Mr. George Campbel in the Miniſtry and Pro- 
{« ſſio.. of Divinity at Edinburgh, with a Recommendationin 


his favours thereanent, Scll 16. 
Reterence to the Commiſſion at Edinburgh, anent ſome Griey- 


vances. 16. | 
Reference tothe Commiſſionat Edinburgh, anent Mr. William 


Lmaſay's lntruding up'n the Kuk at Alva 16, 
Reterence to the Commullion at Edmburgh, anent a Natjonal 


Falt. 16. 
Re. 
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Referenceto the Committee for the North, of a Petition be Mr. 
John Stewart at Inneraven. 16, 

Reference to the Commirree for the North, of a Petition for Mr: 
Patrick Innes at Bamff. 16. 

Referenceto the Committee for the Nortb, of a Petition be Mr 
Alexander Fordice at Raffurd, 16. 

Refzrence tothe Committee tor the North,of a Petition for Mr: 
Jobs Chriſti/on at Liffe. 16, 

Retc:ence to the Commillion at Edinburgh, of a Petition for Mr. 
Gubert Simp/on at Kingsbarns, 16, 

Reference tothe Commiſſion at Edinburgh, of a Petition be Mr. 
James Buchan. 16. 

Referenceto the Commitree for the Nerth, of a Petition be Mr. 
George «Anderſon at T arves: 16, 

Referencetothe Commiſſion at Edrnburgh, of a Petition be Mr. 
Patrick Lyon at Kinghorne. 16. 

Reference to the Commillicn at Edinburgh, of a Petition be Mr. 
William Crawfurd at Ladykir k. 16. 

Reference tothe Commiſſion at Edinburgh, of a Petition be Mr. 
Adam Peacock at eMorebattie. 16. 

Reference to the Commirte for the North, for a Petition be Mr. 
Alexander Jamieſon at Tyrie. 16. 

Reterence roth: Committee for the North, anent the Sentence of 
the Presbytry of Forr: fs, Tranſporting Mr. Wihiam Mckay 
from Dornock to Cromdale and Inverallan. 16. 

Reterence to the Commiſſion at Edmnburgh, of a Petition be the 
Presbytry of St Andrews. 16, 

AQ in favours of the Kirk-Seſſions of Edmbureh 16. 

AR in fayours of the Presbytry of Parſly. 16, 

AQ in favours of of the Patiſh of South- Leith and Mr. William 
Wiſhart, declaring him Legal Miniſter thereof. 15. 

AQt in fayours of Brant Iſiand and Mr. James Ing/rs, deciaring, 
him Legal Miniſter thereof. 15. 

Relerence to the Commiſſion at Edinburgh, to Receive the Re- 
port of theſe allowed ro Conferr with Mr illram Vetch. 1b: 

Att Refuſing the Deſire of a Pctition tor the Par:th of Pa:ſly, Cra- 
ving that the Aſſembly might Re-conſider their SentenceTran- 
ſporting Mr. W:l/:am Vetch to Drumfrees, or otherways to 
Referr the ſame to the Commiſſion at Edinburgh. 16- 

Reſerence tothe Commiſſion at Edinburgh, of a Paper of Gries 
vances preſented tothe Presbytry of Hamiitoun, and by them 
tothe Aſſembly. 15. 

Recommendation to the ſeveral Synods, P resbytries and Kirk 
Seſſions, for ſome Charitable Supply to Alexander Gordon 
Merchant lately in Poland. 16, 

Committee for Reviſing and Printing the As of Aſſembly. 14. 


AD- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The Fourteenth AG of this Aſſembly ( Intituled, AQ Appoint- 
ing ſome Miniſters tor Supply of the North) having Remitted 
to the Commiſſion of the General A ſembly to dare(3 theſe Mini. 
fiers towhat Synods i tbe North they (hould go ( They being 
thereafter tobe adviſed by the Mmaſters in theſe reſpeftrve 
Synods to what particular Congregation they ſhould apply 
themſelves ) It was thought fit for the better Information of all 
Concerned, That the AH of the Commiſſion paſt thereaneut 
ſhould be hereto ſubjomed. The Tenor whereof follows. 


Edinburgh, 18 April 1694 Ante eMeridiew. 


HE COMMISSIONERS appointed by the late General 
Aſl:mbly ro mcet at Edinburgh,Taking to Conſideration, 
Thar the ſaid Aſſembly by theira& dared the 16 of Apre[nſtanr, 
Ordained thoſe who were appointed for the firſt Quarter to go 
and Preach in the Nort6 To Repair to this Commiſſion, 
and receive Direions, to go to ſuch particular Synods 
" in the North as the ſaid Commiſſion ſhould Diret; Haye 
therefore Appointed, and hereby Appoint theſe Miniſters under 
written, To otothe reſpeRive places aftermentioned. And that 
berw ixr andthe firſt Sabbath of Fane next: v12. Mr. Thomas 
Ruſſel and Mr. James Haddow, tothe Town of Aberdeen, Mr, 
Jobn Murdoch and Mr William Somervel, To Anus and 
Mearns, The Miniſters from the Synod of Perth, tobe Ap- 
poines by the ſaid Synod, To ſupply Ratrey. Mr. George Gy+ 
thry and Mr. Robert Lroumg#7o«n, To the Shire of Aberdeen, 
which Two are to be directed a$tothe particular places, by the 
Mimiſtersthat are preſencly at Aberdeen, and by the Miniſters of 
Dundee, Mr. John Dy/art, Mr. James Briszbane, Mr. An. 
& ew Tait, Mr. John Glaſgow, Mr. Andrew Rodgers and Mr: 
'/,uncan Campbel\or any other tor him having the /r: Tongae, 
whom the Pre«bytry of Dumbartoun ſhall Appoint) T o Murray, 
M Jobn Frazer, Mr. Dmnaid Campbel and Mr. Robert Colurl 
To Kos, Sutherland and Cannes, | | 
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THE PRINCIPAL 


UF C15 


OF'THE 


| General Aſſembly, 


O F THE 


| CHURCH 


SEO TLAND: 


Holden and begun at Edinburgh, the 17th. Day of Decem- 
1695, 4 And cading the 4 of January 1696 Years. 


- The Mevting of the General Aﬀembly, 
Edinburgh, 17th December 1695, Poſt Meridiem Sefl, 1, 


ND Z HE which Day, after Sermon Preached by 
£ Mr. John Law one of the Miniſters of 
Edinburgh, Moderator of the laſt Aſlem- 
bly, upon x Corinth. 4, 2. The 'General 
Aſlembly of the Miniſters and mw 
3 "Elders of this Church 'of Scorland 
7 7” . conveen in the Aſſembly-Houſe; aig 
aft brides by the faid Mr. John Law ,*An Roll was t 
upof the Commiſſioners Delegated by the ſeveral Presbytries, 
Bufghs Royal}, and A 1 "_ holding this AF 


4 ' TheACTS of be 
II. 


Ad , continuing Mr. John Law Moderator ##l Friday next. 
Eadem Seſhone, 


HE faid day, The Generat Aſſembly Conſidering that 

| many of their Members had not yet come to this 
Town, Did therefore put itto the Vote. Whether tochuſfe 
a new Moderator preſently, or continue Mr, John Law Mo- 
derator till Friday next; And ir cartied wemine contradi- 
cente.' Thatrhe ſaid Mr. Johns Law ſhould - be continued 
Moderator tilf Friday gext. | EE. >, i 


” 
.- 
x 

 # 
ow, 


hb — 


ITE 


Alt appointing Mr. Joha Bannatyne t officiat & Clerk till 
Friaay nex#. | 


Eadem Sefſhhone. 


"x General Aſſembly Conſidering that through the 
.. Deceaſe of Mr. Robert Park Advocat, Their Clerks 
place is now become Vacant. Therefore they by an Unani- 
mous Vote made choiſe of Mr. John» Baxnatyne Miniſter of 
the Goſpel at Lanerk, and one of their own Number to 
Officiat as Clerk until Friaay next. 
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Lv. 
Appointwens of a Dyet to be keeped by the Aſſembly for Prayer. 
Eadem Seffione. 


HE General Aſſembly Appoints to | Morrow being 
Weanesagy berwixt Nine and Twelve a Clock in the 

2. Forenoon, to be ſet apart by the Members of this 
 +Aﬀembly for Publick Prayer to the Almighty God 

for His Countenanceing and ing this Aſſembly inthe 


General Aſſembly, 1695. $ 


Matters that ſhall come beforethem , and Recommends to all 
* the faids Members to meet inthe Aſſembly-kouſe timeouſly 
= for thateffet. 


2 —_ 
F'Y —_—_— - 
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Appointment of another Dyet for Prayer, 
Edinburgh 18. December 1695. ante Merid. Seſl. 2, 


T HE General Aſſembly being met, This Dyet was ſpehit 

in Prayer, accord ng to the Appointment made Ye- 
ſterday thereanent, And further ic was agreed to, That 
the Members of this Aſſembly ſhould meet again to morrow 
for publick Prayer, and accordingly it was Recommended ro 
all the Members to meet in the Aſſembly-houſe ro morrow 
immediatly after Sermon for the efteQ foreſaid. 
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VI 


A Dyet ſpent in Prayer, 
Edinburgh 19 Decemb. 1695. ame merid, Sefl. 3, 


THE General Aſſembly being met, This Diet was Thenc 

in Prayer according tothe Appointment made Yeſter- 
day thereanent, and Adjourned till ro morrow at Ten a 
Clock in the Forenoon, 


ts 6 a. 


th hs —_— 


——— — 
D_——— 


The Recording of His Mayeſtie's Commiſſios to Jobn Lord Car- 
michael, for Repreſenting His Majeſty in this General Af 
ſembly, with the C webs and Moder ators Speeches, 


Edioburgh 20 of December 1695. ante meridiem, Sell, 4. 


HIS Day, The General Aſſembly of this National 
Church being met, and Mr, Pairick Simſon choſen 
Moderator,and Mr . Joh» Bannatyne Clerk, There was 

uced to them by a Noble Lord, Job» Lord Cor- 
wichael, His Majeſtics Commiſſion under the Great Seal of the 
B Kingdom 


6 . The ACTS of the 


Kingdom of Scor/ava, Nominating and Appointing him tobe 7 
His M:jcſties High Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in this ' 
National Aſſembly, which Commiſſion was publickly Read !' 
with alldve Honovr and Reſpett , and the General Aſſembly 
Appointed arid hereby Appoints the ſaid Commiſſion to be 
Regiſtrated inthe Records of the General Aſſembly, therein 
to remain, Ad futuran rei memoriam. The Tenor whereof 


follows. 


«GULIEL MUS DeiGratia, Magnz Britannie, Fran: 

«© ,;4 & Hibernie Rex, Fideique Defenſor : Omnibus prob.s 
& Hominibus, ad quos przſentes Literz Noſftrz pervenerint, 

« $:/utem. Quandoquidem ſtatvimus Conventum Generalem 
« Recleſig, Antiqui noſtri Regni Scotie, 2d Decimum ſepti- 

« mum diem Menſis Decenbris Inſtantis continuari, Noſque 

« 2uterh abunde Cupidi & Judicantesetiam neceſſarium efle, 

« proprer commodum dittz Ecclefiz, ut Generalzs Conventus 

<anteditus Die ſtatuto debite oblervetur, Sed rebus magni 

& momenti alio vocantibus, ditto Conventui intereſſe N Equi=- 
« mus, cumque Teſtimoniis perplurimis & probatis, abunde 
& nobis Satistatctum fit, & de praclaris Animi dotibus & fide 
« Eximia, Fideliſſimi & Dile&t:fſimi, Noſtri Confiliarii Jos 
« innis Domini Carmichael Quod:;us ad munera ſummi Offi- 
© cii inframentionati rite exercenda & obeunda in finem ſupra 
« expreſſum uſquequaque eſt idoneus ; Noveritis igitur nos 
«feciſſe & Conſtitviſle, ſicuti per has noſtras patentes Literas 
« Facimus & Conſtituimus eundem Joannem Dominum 
& Carmichael Supremum Noſtrum Commiſſionarium, Quoad 
« effetum infra expreſſum. Damus pariter & concedimus 
« jſli, Sacram Noltram perſonam & Authoritatem Noſtram 
« RegalemReprzſentandi, praſentiam Noſtram ſupplendi, 
« [ oct:mque Noſtrum in dicto ſubſequent Generali Conven- 
«tu, Tanquam Commiſlionario Noſtro, in hunc effectum 
« ſpecialiter conſtituto, Tenendi, Omniaque alia ad Imperi. 
« ;m & Munus Commiſſionarii, pro Generali Eccleſiz Con- 
« yentu peragendi. 'ſam plene, adeoque libere in quovisRe- 
« ſpect, .quam Quilibet alius cjuſdem Supremi Muneris &: 
« CharaQteris fecerat, ſeu quovistempore RetroaQofacere po. 
« terat, atque ficuti Nos ipſi perſonaliter praſentesfacere po- 
« terimus, pteniſſimam & ampliſſimam Noſtram poteſtatem 
«-& Commiſſionem. Quzquiden omnia & ſingula, adifto 
« Joanne Domino Carmichael, in hac Noſtra Commiſſione pro- 
« {equenda, legitime facienda, Nos firmiter approbamus, Ra- 
«ta bens habituri ſumus. Omaibus & ſingilis Inſuper 
&« antedicti Conventus& Eccleliz Paſtoribus & Presbyteris, & 
« Czteris quibuſcunque hujus Regni ſubditis, cujuſcunque 
« Qualitatis & Condiuonis, Ut dictum Joarmem Dominum Car- 
- « michael 
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« michacl, Tanquam Supremum Noſtrum Commiſſionariuty, 
« Quoad effectum & Modum ſupra mentionatum, Agnoſcant, 
« Revereantur & dicto ipſius Avudientes le przbeanr, ſtricte 
« Mandamus & Imperamus. Acdeniquehanc Ncſtram Com- 
« miffionem a die quo magnum hujus Regni Noftri Sigillum 
« preſentibus eſt appenſum, ac deinceps hac ſequenti Seffione 
« dicti GeneralisConventus & uſque dum a Nobis revocabi- 
« rur in vigore continuare Declaravimus, & per przſentes Ne- 
« claramus. In cujus Rei 'Teſtimonium, Prezſentibus Mag- 
« qum Sigillum Noſtrum Appendi Precepimus. Apud Au- 
« ]am Noſtram de Kenſingtoun, Decimo Tertio die menſis De- 
« cembris, Anno Domini, Milleſimo Sexcenteſimo Nonogeſi- 
« moquinto, Annoque Regni Noſtri Seprimo. 


Per Signaturam Mana S. D. N. Supraſignatam, 


c Locus 
« Sigilli 
( Appenſi 


IN DORSO. 


Written to the Great Seal, and Sealed at Edinburgh, the 
Regiſtrat the 19 day of December 19 day of Decemb. 1695, 
1695. Ch. Ker. ; Jo. Dickſon 
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A Fter Reading-of which Commiſſion,” Mr. Patrick Sims 
\. /on Moderator, did im theAſſemblies Name Repreſent 
to His Grace, how great a Mercy it was to this Church and 
Kingdcm, That His Majeſty had Called and Countenanced 
this National Aſſembly with His Authority, and Honoured 
it with a Repreſentative of His Royal Perſon, who by His 
former prudent Conduct in two former General Aſſemblies, 
hath rendred Himſelf moſt Acceptable to this Aſſembly, to 

Repreſent His Majcſty therein. 

Whereupon His Grace, His Majelties High Commiſſhoner 
delivered Himſelf as follows. Right Reverend and You the 
Remanent Members of this Aſſembly; You are now met in this 
Aſſembly conform tothe Kings Appointment. And His Ma- 
jeſty having Honoured me to be His Commiſſioner, I am 
warranted togive you all Afſurance of His Majeſties Roſoluti- 
on to Maintain Presbyrerian Government in this Church,and 
toevidence His Patherly Care for its welfare: His Majeſty 
ExpeQs, That at this Time you willchiefly make it Your Work 
ro Regulate Matters of Order and Diſcipline amongſt your 

B 2 ſelves, 


_ 
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ſelves. Ttisthe Kings great Regrate, that there are ſomany 
Churches Vacant within this Kingdom, which obviouſly 
ſuggeſts, thar it would be your beſt work, - as indeed it would 
be moſt acceptable ro His Majeſty, that you ſhould apply your 
ſelves anna tothe Reſtoring the Goſpel to ſuch Churches, 
and in doing cf this, you may be very aſſured of His Majefties 
Countenance and Authority, It is alſo evidently conve- 
nient,and likeways expeQted, Thar if Good Men apply toyou 
to be aſſumed, you will Receive their Applications with all 
Charity and Moderation. 

T hope the good Spirit of God ſhall dire you in theſe mar- 
ters to the beſt Advantage, only I recommend toyoutomind 
your Buſineſs cloſly without Heats, and unneceſſary Con. 
tentions, and tomeke all the Diſparch you can, to bring this 
Afembly roan happy Iflue,both tor the Churches good, and 
His Majcfties Satisfattion. 


VIII. 
APE anent Commiſſions to the General Aﬀembly 
Edinburgh, 23 of December 1695. Poſt Meridiem. Sefl. x, 


T HE General Aſſembly hereby Recommends it to the_ 


ſeveral Presbytries of this National Chorctito keepan 

uniform method, as near as may be, in granting Com- 
miſſions to the Members of the General Aſembhy, a not to 
Inſert particular Inſtructions in their Commiſhons, and for 
the better attaining the end foreſaid. The General Aﬀſembly 
gives the Form after inſert for a Directory 


At the day of Years. 
The which day the Presbytry of did and hereby do No- 
minate and appoint Mr. Miniſter ar Me. 
Miniſter at and Ruling Flders, 
Their C ommiſſioners to the next General Aﬀembly of this 
Church, Indized to meet ar the day of 


next to come,orwhen or where it ſhall happen wo fit ; willing 
them to Repair thereto, and tonttend all rhe Diers of the ſame, 
and there co Conſult, Vore and Dererminein all Matters that 
come before them, to the Glory of God, and the good of His 
Church: According #0 the Word of God, the Confeſſion of Faith, 
and apreable to the Conftitations of this Church, ast 


TT As 
An{werable : Andthatthey Report their Diligeace therein at 
their retura therefrom. Extratted by Me 


IX. A# 
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General Aſſi 
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4 ln wing Priefts , you! the Eductiom "—_ 
NF  Noble-mev, entlemen es others Childrenof ——= | 


Edioburgh 24 December 1698. Poſt wer jdiews, Sell. 6: 


'{ HE General Aſſembly Recommends toall Provinci- 
x al Synods , Presbytries and. Kirk+Seffions within 
4 this National Church , to take particular _— of 
Tr affiquing Papifſts, and a he Pr Liſts ro be .12 | 
vp of their Names, and given tothe, Privy Council, Wn 
an Addreſs for Executing the Laws ag them: ' Andithe 
General Afembly Recommends to to. advert, to 
the Education of Young Noble-men, Gentle-menand others 
Children of __ Parents and to put the 7h AR of the 
General Aflemb y- 1690 thereanent i in Execution, | 


+ 


> 
Aft anent —_— 
 Eadem Seffione. 


HE hd dl pm ran 
vention of the; grouth; of theſe - abominable 
o Re: end thoalloProvincial 
Presbytrigss Miniſters, ' and Kirk Seſſions t0-ofe all  p 
proceed; gaioſt OS Ce Ss h,: ed 
oft them:with t res re | 
- nr Vapialt the eve ot that are Traffiquers' 
or ſedugeing of 0 | 


of others, 

, 5 7x. 
4145 Oonieyy with omen Novations, 
" Edinburgh 25 December x6g5 oo Mtn 8. 
HE General Aﬀerhbly of this National | tn 
"Tg hers Oren re brough in fomele 
"That. ING Ac 


Worſhipor CE Govern oh Chorch Viet unal.. they 
be rſt ralmitrd 10 the ſeveral Prebytic ofthis Nariooal 
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Church: Which being conſidered, the General Aﬀemb 
Recommends ir tothe Metnbers of this Aflembly to diſcourſe 
upon the {aid Overture with their reſpeQive Presbyrries,. That 
the next Geaeral Afſembly may be the mote* ripe to deter- 
mine aneat the'conveniency thereof: And in the mean time 
the General Aſſembly hereby Reyives the Aof ch & former 


Afemblitstmadethereanent , aid pa Tae hop Aﬀt of Þ 


the Atcmbly 1639, and 14, AR. of he wb et 


es wh X'1.E. 
48 
erongger the Noth, with fixed Minifters. . 
Reinbweght, the leffof December 1695, 9 Met 


Se, 12. 


WH 


Tur General Aſſembly of this National Church having 


conſidered the Overtures underwritten, which were 
at twoſeveral Dyets publickly Read over in open Afﬀembl 
and Examined, and any _— that defired wereallowe 
to have doubles thereof; u&:che EfleRt they might be peruſed 
by them, and Intimation was made to_ give in their ObjeQi- 
A if they had any , toa appointed for that end 
and laft of all _ the Day end Date ap ſajds_ Over- 


and Elders cows 228i. Edendiargh ; 


GU fajd North fide of Toy Twenty two Miniſters of ſome con- 
& ſfiderable ſtanding and Experience, now belonging to the 
<« Presbytries 0n the ſourh fide of the ſaid Water, 

; Ko That when gag 1 an Mo the of the ſaid North 
c call any of the tollo iniſters may with- 
& out Gadigs ny Cotter 0 ofecui 919 fn, oo” 
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der dive & more expedite, and ertainwad. 


> abd 'there (ro fir; 
« Monthly from time to rime, until there that beſettte'on the* 
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& That the Moderator, of the ſaid Presbytry , upon the 
of the.ſaid Leger ſbull beobliged ro Tranſmittche 
the;Reaſons thereof zothe: Miniſter called, 

El nate Revo Eng Miniſter; and the Paroch 


hel The next Sabhach;in the Ordinary Way rohp- 


kd. is « Prev, and Ag{wer-the Call.agd 
« Realans Hh, 71 time of the meeting ihe id 
« Peeshys1 ha] bl nr (wuhbjo Eleven Days, then-the 
«Und wy. prove v«ts,agaialt th at t4me. 
me. fred cry at their ſaid Mecying,, Thalli witb- 
lay , .conſiderand derermine theproceſsaf ithe ſand 


t beforechem , ;andif;chey thall ; nat aritbe 
art the Mioi ter called tothe ſaid Paroch be 
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10. That the forſaid Number of Fourty four, out of * 

which only Twenty two 'are to be Tranſported ſhall be © 
Furniſhed by the owes oe yay vis. By the Pres. 
bytry of Chirnſide Two, one which is to be aQually 
ranſported ; By the Preybytry 5 of op Fe] one of 


of. 


ood 4r Two, foe 
of which is tobe Tranf ' - 


By ' Danfrese Two, one of 
;which'iisto be 'Franſported ; By Lochmaben Two, one of 


'which isto be Tranſported ; 'By Kyrkeadbrig ht Two, one of 
-whichis to be Tranſported , havin ; given one already ; ; By $ 
- Air Two, one of whichis to be ; having yes * 
any =-n- wp By {rvis Two, has wf's ew 's tb be 4 
F which iro. be Truohp already; By Hamilton Two, ih Ba, 
Þ which isto Tranſporred; By Lanerk Two, one of < 
- which isto be Tranſported; ; By Gleſzow Two, one of which "R 
.istobe Tranſported , having given one already; By Paiſlh © 
'Two; one of which is to be Tranſported ; «# Dumbartan, © 
Two, oneof whick'isto be, Tranſported ; 'By Compar Two, © 
4. ln of -which ito be — By Kirkally Two, One of 
E*7 which is tobe Tranſported ; y Damferml; ny T'wa, « _— | 
+, -whichis tobe'Tranſported* 7 which nd 5 tiger F 
: named Nutnber-,- out of which che half” is ro be ranſporrd | 
to the North after the way and manner above-cxpreſt. 
"{+11. That oftheſe Fourty four out of the Presbyrries a | 
woo named, The halfef them be apvinredto goNorth by way of Mif: 
Rong.  fioato the ſeveral Provinces NE On {hall be alfored vhs, (6 fo 
| be there againſt che Fir bac of March .next, and.co'ftay 
—_— Moneshi ,- ipg” cheir Mi 
"tothe ppoin ntmcit of the tries untd which 
And the Sher half:r&go North after the fame tidd2s - 
to ſtay the ot tength of rime, againſt rhe Fir# © $abbg 
of June next, and yr theſe of them who have nog been 
the North alteady: go ' firſt. 
24 98;\ Thar the wil Fei the North do meet any | 
ehieiniſelves and proportion thefe Twenty two 3 dong the ſev 
' ral Pi6vinices< Fi and Mer»s (compretiendi Rattray 
Fun Aberdity, Wer Ul Caithneſs, and raty, ben 


ſelves, outof which'o of Jy ob wie, 
c Pryce 


willha have _— ots*s, arid that they'd! 
this before the et x ery 


the perſons to be Tranſported. 
: LESSER: There be ſome Miners 
an 


peRants out of Argy/Shire Nominate who bring Preach- 
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ersof the Highland Languageareto be allotted ro ſupply Roſs » 
Sutherland, Caithneſs, and the Town of Inverneſs. 

14. ItisalſoOvertured, T hat {uchas have been appointed 

by the Judicatoriesof this Church fince the laſt General At- 
ſembly for the Supply of the North, and have not obeyed 
their Appointments, be not only Cenſured for their Diſobe- 
.dtence, but their Appointments re.ewed and they ordained 
to go with the firlt Supplics. 
. 15. That theGeneral Aﬀſembly declare, That theſe Pa- 
roches thus to be vacated by Tranſportation , when they ſhall 
after come to be ſe:ried with another Miniſter , Thar the ſaid 
Miniſter ſhall be declared, not Tranſportable from that Pa- 
roch without their Conſent, and unleſs he have unſupporta- 
ble Grievances therein. 

16. Thatthe Aſſembly Name T wo or Three out of each 
Synod on the South fide of Tay, tomeer with the Brethren of 
the North, to Concertthe Names of the above Fourty four 
Miniſters,and to preſent the {ame totheAſſembly to be by them 
Nominated and Appointed . 


Additional Overtures for « more Expedite planting the North, 


I, ] T is Overtured that the Presbytry of Irvine be exempted 
from any beiog Nominate to be Tranſperted, but not 
excuſed from quarterly Supplies. 

2, That beſide the Brother of the Presbytry of Dalkeith, 
who is Tranſported already, thev ſend onero the North in 
Miſſion, | 

3. Thatthe Presbytry of Daumfreis, becauſe of the parti- 
cular Circumſtances they arein, have the Presbytries of Pen= 
pont and Midlebee to help them, and that two fit perſons be 
named out of theſe Presbytries , and not above one Out ofany 
one Presbytry of the Three . 

4. Thatin the Nomination of the Commiſſion One art leaſt 
out of every Presbytry be Named, whoſend Two of the 
Fourty four abovementioned . 

5. That the Suſpenſion tobe inflited in the caſe above ex- 
preſt be taken off, by the Synod of the Bounds, or next Al- 
{embly. , if chey find inſuperable difficultiesariſing in the Mi- 
piſter Tranſported his obeying the Sentence: _ And provid- 
ingyhey.immediatly Nominate another fit perſon who ſhall 

, cficQually ſupply the others room. 
: 6. Thatoutof St. Andrews Presbytry; Two be Named 
and added to the Number. 
D 7. That 


14 The ACTS of the 


7. That all theſe Overtures are condeſcended to, only for ; 
the preſent exigent, and that this ſhall be no Precedent for 
aftertimes, but in caſe there be any Tranſportations purſued } 
afterward, tnat they ſhall proceed in the ordinary courſe and 

| 
| 
| 


no otherways ? ps 

All theſe abovewritteg Overtures both Principaland Addi- 
tional being maturely conſidered, The General Aſſembly of 
this National Church by an Unanimous Vote did, and here- 
by do approvethe ſame, and Recommendsand Appoints ac- 
cording thereto in all points. 


XIII. 
Att anent Teſtimonials. 
Eadem Sefſione. 


 & HE General Aſſembly Appoints all Probationers that Ap- 

plics to Presbytries to bring not only ſufficient Teſtimo. 
nials, but alſoa Letter from a known perſon tothe Presbytry, 
2nd that the Presbytry write to them from whom the Teſti- 
monials comes (it need be) to know the Verity thereof, 


| XIV. 
AF anent the Suppl of Roſs, Sutherland and Caithneſs. 
Edinburgh 3 January 1696. Ante Meridiem Sel. 16, 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church, taking 
5 | totheir ſerious Conſideration, themany Vacant Chur. 
ches, and great Delolations that arein the Bounds of Rofs, 
Sutherland and Caithneſs, Loiherefore appoint, that there be 
ſent in. Miſſion to the ſaids Bounds of Sutherland Roſs; and 
Cai:hneſs, the Miniſters and Probationers aftermentioned , . 
in manner and to the effeft under-expreſt. Viz. . Mr. Robert br 
Durcenſon Miniſter from the Provincial Synod of Argyle, > 
who is declared already Tranſportable, and upon a Callts 


ds 
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be Tranſported , in caiz the Commiſſion ſhall fee canſe, to 
whom that maiter 1s hereby Referred; As alſo. rhat ſuch zs 
have the Iriſþ Language in Lowland-Congregations, be ſent 
in Miſſion , and upon Calls tranſported by the Commiſſion , 
and that inthe iame way thar other Miniſterszre appointed to 
be Tranſporied tothe North; And farder, that Mrs. Thomas 
and Hettor Fraſers Probationers, (who were formerly ap- 
pointed) gothere, and Mr. Hugh Duff be ſent tothat Pref. 
bytry , to paſs his Tryals, in order to be ſettled there, and 
ſuch other Probationers, that have the Iriſh Language, as 


the Synod of Argyle can ſpare. 


& V. 


Att nominating and appointing Miniſters togo North, 
by way of Miſſion. 


Edinburgh 3 Jeruery 1696. Poit Meridiem Sefl. 17. 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church, tak- 

ing totheir Conſideration, That by their AR, dated 

the laſt day of December laſt , they have laid down a way for 
a more expedite Planting of the Vacant Churches, on the 
North-ſide of Tay , and for thatend, appointed rhe Number 
of fourty four Miniſters , to be ſent North by way of Miſh» 
on, and now having according to the ſaid AR, concerted 
the. Names of thoſe to be ſent tothe North, Do therefore No- 
minate and Appoint the Miniſters fromthe ſeveral Presbytries 
afternamed, to repair to their reſpeQtive Poſts in the North, 
in manner , atthe'times, and according ro the proportions 
underwritten, viz. Tothe Province of Angus and Merns, 
(Including Ratrray Pariſh, From the Presbytry of Erftous, 
Mr. Wilam Arrat Minifter of the Goſpel at Jinglekirk, and 
Mr. William Abercromby at Lauder; From. the Presbytry of 
Jedburgh , Mr. John Cranſton at Creelling, .aud Mr. James 
Borland at Bedrule; from the Presbytry of Edinburgh, Mr, 
Thomes Wilkie at Edinburgh , the other to be. appointed by 
che Presbytry thereof; From the Presbytry of Lazerk, Mr, 
Patrick Eaſſon ac Wiltoun, and Mr. Johz Bryce at Crawfurd. 
john. To the Provinceof Aberdeen, From the Presbytry of 
Chirnſide, Mr. James Ramſay at Eyemouth, and Mr. An. 


drew Gathrie at Edrum; From the Presbytry of Metroſ5 or 
D 3 Selkrig, 
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Se/kris , Mr. Hugh Crais at Gallaſheels, and Mr. Rober: 
Edpar at Maxtine; From the Presbytry of Dunbar, Mr. 
Andrew Brown at Spott, and Mr John» Currie at Oldham- 
ſtocks; From the Presbytry of Peebles, Mr, Robert T att at 
Traquair, and Mr. James Thomſon at Tweedmure ; From 
the Presbytry of Biggar, Mr. James Brown at Walltoun , 
and Mr. John S«ndilands at Dolphingtoun ; from the Prel- 
bytry of Air , Mr. Thomas Kennedy at Ballintrea, and Mr. 
Andrew Rodger at Galſtoun; From the Presbytry of Paiſley, 
Mr. James Stirling at Kilbarchan , and Mr. John Paiſley at 
Lochennoch ; From rhe Presbytry of Kzrkaldy, Mr. Martine 
Shanks at Auchtertoul, and Mr. James Inglis at Burntiſland 
From thePresbytry of Lockmaben, Mr.Williem Steel at Lochma- 
ben , and Mr. Hugh Mchendry at Daltoun ; From the Pres- 
bytry of Kyrkcuabright, Mr. Samuel Spalding at Partane, 
and Mr. John Maraoch at Corſemichael. To the Province 
of Murray, From the Presbytry of Edinburgh, Mr. John 
Gilchriit ar South Leith , the other to be nominate and ap- 
pointed by the Presbytry; From the Presbytry of Hamilton, 
Mr. James Hog at Dalſerf, and Mr. Joſeph Drew at New 
Monkland ; From the Presbytry of Dumbartan, Mr. David 
Fleckfied at Balphorn , and Mr. John Ritchie at Kilpatrick, 
From the Presbytry of Coupar, Mr. Andrew Toung at Mun- 
2zie, and Mr, William Selkrig at Falkland; From the Pres- 
bytry of Sr. Andrews, Mr. George Gordon at Leuquhars, 
and Mr. Thomas Blackat Enſtruther-weſter ; From the Pres«. 
bytries of Damfreis, Midlebee and Penpont, Mr. John Lanxry at 
Woachop, and Mr. John Paiſky. at Mortoun. Tothe Pro- 
vince of Caithneſs, 'From the Presbytry of Linlirhgow Mr. 
Donald Campbel at Queensferry, and_ Mr. John Bonnar at 
Torphichan; From the Presbytry. of Dumfermling , Mr. 
William Innes at Carnock, and Mr. Alexander Steedman at 
Beeth. The General Aſſembly hereby appoints the Brethren, 
who are firſt named in each Presbytrie, to go ſo, asto be 
therethe firſt Sabbath of Merch, and the laſt named ineach 
Presbytry , againſt the firſt Sabbath of June next: As alſo, 
the General Aſſembly appoints, that theſe of the ſaid Bre. 
thren- firſt named , who are atually preſent at their reſpe. 
Qtive Poſts in the North, ftay ſometime longer, and that to 
ftand for their Miſhon,, by vertue of this AQ, 


Ty 
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Aft approving the Proceeatngs of the Crmmilſions of the General 
ir” #4 
Ajſjexblits, 1690, 2nd 1694. 


Eadem Seſhhone. 


HE General aſſembly of this National Church, hav» 
| ing heard the Report of a Committee of their own 
Number, appointed to Reviſe, Conſider and Examine the 
Attings and Preceedings of the Commiſſion for I/, ſirations on the 
North ſie of Tay , appointed by the General Aſſembly 1690, 
beginni:s che 14 Day of November 1690, and ending the 
o of Octov:r 1691 years , incluſive of both Days; As alſo, 
the Attings and Proceedings of rhe Commyſiozers appointed 
by the General Aſſembly 1694, to meet at Edinburgh, begin- 
ing the 18 Aprile 1694. and ending the 5 day of Aprile 1695 
incluſive of both Days, and afcer ſerious and mature Conſi- 
deration thereof, Finding that the whole AQts, Proceedings, 
and Concluſions of the ſaid Commiſſhoners, contained in the 
Regiſter thereof, do evidence much Wiſdom, Diligence, 
Vigi':ncy , and commendable Zeal ; and that the ſaid Com- 
miſſivners have orderly and formarly _— in every 
thing, 2cc011:0g to theirCommiſſions and InſtrufQions;There- 
fore , this ©-1ral Aſſembly did, and hereby do unanimouſ. 
ly Ratify ai:c! .*-prove the ſaids whole Atts, Proceedings 
and Concin' 5, of thefaids Commiſſioners appointed by 
the ſaids C:u:1ral Aſſemblies 1690, and 1694 Years. 


X VII. 


Alt approving the Proceedings of the Committee for the North, 
appointed by the General Aſſembly 1694. 


Eadem Seſhone. 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church, have- 

ing heard the Report of a Committee, of their own 
Number, appointed to Reviſe, Conſider and Examine the 
Aﬀings and Proceedingsof the Committee for the North , ap- 
E pointed 
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pointed by the General Aſſembly , held at Edinburgh in the 4 


year 1694, beginning the 14 day of June, and ending the 
29 day of Auguit next thereafter ; and after ſerious and ma- 
ture conſideration thereof, finding that the whole Als, Pro. 
ceedingsand Concluſions of the ſaid Committee, contained 
in the Regiſter thereof , ſubſcribed by Mr. William Mackie 
Clerk thereto, do evidence much Wiſdom, Prudence, 
Diligence , Vigilancy and commendable Zeal, and that the 
{aid Committee hath orderly and formally proceeded in every 
thing according to their Commiſſion, and Iaſtruftions; 
Therefore, This General Aſſembly , by an unanimous Vote, 
did, and hereby do Ratify and Approve the ſaids whole Ads, 
Proceedings and Concluſions of the ſaid Committee, ap- 
pointed for the North, contained in the {aid Regiſter. 


——— 


XVIII. 


A# Recommending to Miniſters to Preach Catethetical 
. Dottrine. 


Fadem Seffione. 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church, 
Conſidering how neceffary and edifying itis, That 
the People be well acquainted with the Foundamental Prin- 
ciples ot the Chriſtian Religion, Do therefore Recommend 
tothe care of Miniſters, that beſide their Ordinary Work of 
Catcchiſing, they alſo preach Catecherical DoQtrine, at 
ſuch times, and in ſuch manner, as they ſhall find moſt 
conducive for the Edification of their Flocks. 


> &  « 
Aft anent Recommentations for Charity, 
Eadem Seſſione. 


FT” HE General Aſſembly Appoints that no Miniſter, Kirk 
Seſorsor Elders give Recommendations for Charity to 

any without the = nn 4 of theirown Parochins, nor Pref. 
byrries withour the bounds of their Presbytries , nor —_ 
Cia 
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tial Svnods Without their bounds, and that any Recommen-« 
dations lo to be given within their ReſpeAive bounds ſhall 
be for a definite time. 


A XN. 


Commiſſion of the Genera! Aſſembly for ſome C onmiſſroners to 
meet at Edinburgh. 


Eadem Scfhone. 
TT General Aſſembly ofthis National Church Con- 


lidering the many Vacant Churches on the North 

ſide of ſay, and having laid down a way fora more 

Expedite planting of Miniſters therein, doth there- 

fore by theſe Preſents Nominate and Appoint Mrs. John Dy/ert 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Coldingham , M/:{{am Fack at Kelſo, 
Joha Verch at Weltruther, Gabriel Semple at Jedburgh, Robers 
Wilſoz at Melroſs, John Forreſt at Linton, George Apdrew at 
Preſtonpans , Patrick Caming at Ormiſton, John Law at Edin- 
burgh, David Williamſon at Welt-Kirk, George Barclay at 
Uphall, William Raſſel at Stobo, Robert Livingſton at Liber- 
toun , William Vetch at Drumtrees, Thomas Sheilds at Sanqu- 
har, George Mulligine at Moftat, James Armſtrang at Canna-« 
by , Andrew Cameron at Kircudbright ,James Gilchriſt at Kirk- 
michael, Hugh Thomſon at Kilmaures, George Clellaxa at Shotts, 
John Bannatyne at Lanerk, Patrick Simſon at Renfrew , John 
Hardy at Dumbartan, Daniel! Campbel at Kilmichael, Joh 
Darroch at Craignels, Allexander Douglaſs at Logy, George 
Hamilton at St. Andrews, Eaward Jamiſon at Monymeal, 
Archibald Riddel at Weems , Allan Logan at Torryburn, James 
Kjrtounat Edinburgh , George Meldram there , David Blair 
there, Gzlbert Rule there, Thomas Wilkie at Cagnongate, 
William Crichton at Edinburgh , William Dunlop Principal of 
the Univerſity at Glaſgow , Thomas Millar at Kirkliſtoun,and 
William Moncrieff at Largo, Richard Hoaiſon at Muſlelburgh, 
William Trail at Borthwick, William Burnet at Calder, Mat- 
thew Selkrig at Crichton, Alexander Dalgleiſh at Abercorn , 
and John Moncrieff at Edinburgh , Miniſters. With George 
Ear! of Melvil Lord Privy-Seal, Wiliam Earl of Crawturd, 
George Earl of Sutherland , Patrick Lord Polwarth, Sir James 
Stewart His Majeſties Advocat, Adam Cockburn of Ormiitoun 
Lord Juſtice Clerk, Sir Alexander Swinton of Merſington , 
E 2 Sir 
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Sir Colin Campbel of Aberuchle, Sir David Howe of Croflrig, 
and Sir Joh» Hamilton of Halcraig , Four of the Senators of 
the Colledge of Juſtice, Sir Robers Cheiſly Lord Provoſt of 
Edinburgh , Sir James Ozitvy of that TIk, His Majeſties Solli. 
citor , Mr, Francis Montgomery of Giffan , Lieutenant Collonel 
John Erskine, William Baillie of Lamingtoun , Sir Thozas | 
Stewart of Kirkficld , Sir Thomas Burnet His Majeſties Phyſi- 
cian, Sir John Clerk of Pennycook, Sir Archibald Mutre of 
Thorntoun, Mr. Archibald Dickſon of Tourelands, Walter 3 
Stewart of Pardovane, James Mclarg late Dean of Gild of Edin- 
burgh, and Alexander Monteith Deacon Conveener of Edin- 
burgh , Ruling Elders. To be Comiſhoners ofthe General 
Aſſembly to the EffeR after expreſt , with full Power and 
Commiſſion to the ſaids Perſons, or their Quorum which is 
hereby Declared to be any Fifteen of the ſaids Commiſſioners, 
whereof Nine are always to be Miniſters, to meet and con- 
veen within the Aﬀembly Houſeat Edinburgh upon the Firſt 
Teeſday after the Diſſolution of this General Aſſembly, at Ten 
a Clock in the Forenoon, and afterwards to meet the Firſt 
Weazeſday of every Moneth, and oftner as they ſhall ſee aeed- 
ful, during the Continuvance of this Commiſſion; And the 
General Aſſembly Requires all the Members of this Commiſ- ® 
ſion to attend punRually the firſt Meeting thereof, and all * 
the Quarterly Meetings thereafter , and which Commiſſio- 
ners at their firſt and quarterly Meetings , are to take to their 
conſideration the particular Aﬀairs Recommended to them 
by the General Aſſembly, and the Monethly and Quarterly 
Meerings to conſider the Tranſportations of the Twenty rwo 
Miniſters from the South to the North, with Power alſo to 
the faid Commiſhoners to chuſe their own Moderator and 
Clerk. And ficklike the General Aſſembly fully Impowers 
and Authorizes the ſaids Commiſſioners and their Quorum 
' foreſaid, to Conſider, Cognoſce, and finally determine as 
they ſhall ſee Cauſe, in all References, Appeals and other 
matters that have been or ſhall be particularly Remitted to 
them for that Effet by any AQ or Order of this Aſſembly , all 
which are holden as herein expreſt; And finally to proceed 
and cognoſce in every thing, contained in, and conform to 
the Overtures and Inſtructions thereanent, approven by this 
General Aſſembly upon the laſt day of December laſt , Entitu- 
led, Ad approving Over: ures anent a more expedite aud certain 
way for planting the North with fixed Miniſters, as fully and 
freely as if the ſame were in thele preſents at full length inſert 
an) ter down. This C ommiſſion is alſo to correſpond with 
the State for appointing Faſts and Thankſgivings as occaſion 
falls out, and to ſpecify the Cauſes thereof, Likeas the Ge- 
neral 
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General Aſſembly hereby prohibite the ſaids Commiſſioners to 
meddle in 2ny other matter than what is herein contained ; 

' Declaring 'alfo that in, and for all their ARtings, the faids 
Comm'fhoners ſhall be countable to, and Cenfurable by the 
next eaſuing General Aſſembly of 'this Church : And laftly, 
The General Aſſembly hereby Declares, tharchis Commiſh- 
on ſhall coorinue till the meeting of the next General Aſſem- 
bly of this National Church. 


Ce ee es. DAE... —_—_——_———_—_ — — -. — —— 


> Þ P 


AT exo 4inft the Atheiſtical Opinions of the Deiſts ; and for eſta» 
S bliſhing the (-onfaſſion of Faith, Und 


Edinburgh 4 Jen«ary 1696. Ante Meridiem Sefl. 18. 
& ultims. 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church taking 

$0 their ſerious Conſideration, That in many places not 

a Few, of Atheiſtical Principles, who go under the Name of 
Deifts, and for the time refuſe rhe .odious CharaQter of Arhbes/# 
maintain arid diſſeminate pernicious _—_ tending to 
Scepticiſm and Atheiſm ; And that there is no ſmall ——_— to 
fear the ſpreading of that Gangrene through this Land,where 
(as it is credibly informed) there are not wanting Adive Fas 
#ors for Saran, add his Kingdom of Darkneſs, who make it 
their great Bufioels to overturn and Ridicule true and pure 
Religion; [Po therefore ſeriouſly Recommend to, and enjoin 
iter of the Goſpel, where there is any pparon: hazard 
ion, to warn and guard the 'Eords people 

nat Inifer atcobrle, andto the Abominableneſs 
'of thoſe Men,ſuch as the denying of all Revealed 

. the Grand Myſteries of the Cope viz. The Do» 
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on His 
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» Muthewaipa 
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Treat 


22 The ACTS of 4#he 
Treat well of thoſe Subjects be named to the people i in.order 


toperuſal; As likeways, That Mioiſters deal ſeriouſly with | 


the Seduced, and ſuch as are moſtly in Hazard to be perverted 

bur eſpecially with Seducers and Impoſtors, that after ſuffi- 
cient InftruRion and Admonition, theſe be proceeded againſt 
as Scandalous, and Heretical.Apoſtats pſe to be: And in Ge- 
nera}, the Aſſembly doth Diſcharge all Miniſters and other 
Members of this Church to Publiſh or Vent either by Spealk- 
ing, Writing, Printing, Teaching or Preaching any Do- 
Qrine, Tenet or Opinion contrair unto, or Inconſiſtent with 
the C onfeſſion of Faith of this Church, or any Article, Part 
or Propoſition therein: And appoints that all ſuch as contra- 
veen this AR or any part thereof be Cenſured by the Church 
according to their Demerite. 


X XII. 
Att anexut Students. ID 
Eadem Seffione. 


a General Afembly taking to their Couliitihrion hi 

Danger thar ariſeth to the Church, rock to hy Souls 
of People, and the Contempt that may be brought 6 
 Miniftry, by. Licenceiog or Ordaining Youn 
- dufficiear Proof of their Picty, Yowot:!/N, 


Q d Learnin ine 

gone be op; into hcl EE | 
offerel to Presbyzries, in order to palling theu | 
ar dach beret \ wo are gr fn 
(and that the uſual Poder ode be han fr] | 


not made a neceffary” palification,) Grat leaſt, ſhould « 
found to haye retrieved $heir. loſt . time at Schools, ;b 
diligence ; As.allo, that fuc asarceſtcerned to 
Imprudept, or Proud,or Worldly-minded, AY \ 

who © hl with 


ot ſober igtelbgent Pero 
be kepthack from hard Wark 

In order 40 the.Eduration og Men ke 
It is fecommended &o P Profeſſors in Vrrimay, thy 
quireot ſuch Students a5 they emp] oy. in any AG - 
monials from Unive ies Where they have Studicd, 
places where they have Lived. 


_——— __ P}- —_— - 


my 


Gents. Afſumbly 1696. '23 | 


The General Aſſembly, confidering how neceflary it is, 
thatthey whodeclare the Oracles of GOD to others, ſhould 
themſelyey underitand them 1n the. Owginal Languages; Do 
require, tNat nonebe licenced" to Preach, of: ordained to the 
Miniſtry unleſs they give good Proof of their underſtanding 
the Greek and Hebrew, And©the General Aſſembly recom- 
mendeth to all Candidars for the Miniſtry, ro ſtudy alſo the 
other Oriented Languages cfpectally the Chaldgick, and Sy- 
riack, {6-far-bs they can. ©. ; 

It is alſo Recommended, that they be tryed not only in the 
great Controverſies of Religion ; But allo, .in the Controver- 
Ges concerning the Government and'Diſcipline of the Church, 


4... 4.7 _ ' RW N= EP 4.3 —— th "2 
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AR anent 1 rregulay ities, 
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ihe grapecand, 
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A 24 .cThe ACTS of the 


FONG --XXTV: 
4s The General Aſſemblies LETTER. 
n TO 


HIS MAJESTY. 


May #t phesfe Tour Mijefty, | 
S We do Adore the Infinite Goodneſs and Mercy 
of GOD towards Bric«in and Ireland, in ſetting 
Your MAJFESTT KING over Us, and 
| in working by You ſo great Deliverance for 
Us; fo We do from Our Hearts bleſs GOD, for merci- 
fully Preſerving Your , Sacred Perfon, in. midſt of fo 
many Dangers as You have been expoſed to, by Sea and 
Land, and in granting ſuch Succels to Your Arms the laft 
Campaign. 206 whit 
ve © alſo, with humble Gratitude, acknowledge Your 
MA fESTIES many Royal Favours to this Church, and 
that not only under the ſhadow of Your ProteQtion, 8nd with 
the Countegarice of Your MAJESTIE'S Authority and Laws. 
may pcateably meer: rogether in a National Aſſembly ; 
You MAJESTY bach Honoured —L- z US 
| iHoner, ,corepreſent Your MAJESTIE'S Roy- 
PER 'Swoog Ys," &{ ord Carmichael, a Perſon of 
i and-approved Integrity and Lbyalty to Your MAJE- 
-3þ&":Wh turh deg formetly;} nod fill ismoſt accepr- 
n W143: 2% ry SD BI Gt3 « - $5b þ 
"i Weg bumbly bep, 2#h8confidently hope, Your MAJE- 
STY! av SOD oig-be oe Nutfing Fathes of 
his Church} will-contitive. Your Royal Favotr and Proteti- 
on to Us, avd Command the-Vigorous' Execution-of Your 
Good Laws, againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſn 
7] hat Our Land may bethroughly reformed from Vice, an 
purged of whatſcever doth offend, | 
We do ſincerely profeſs. That next to Our Duty to GOD 
Our LOR JESUS CHRIST, It is Our deſire to ap- 
prove Our ſelves dutiful SubjeQs ro Your MAJESTY, And 
jt ſha!l be Our Endeavour, by DoQrine and Example, in Our 
ſcveral Capacitics, ro promote Your MAJESTIE'S Honour, 
and Setvice a the LORD among the People. = 


Generel Aſſembly, 1696. 25 " 
That * PBRE ighty GOD may Bleſs and long Preſerve Your 


Royal 

Gore ; Grane You always d Loyal 
xe and YiRorious Armies-and Nel Give You tho 
Hem ob tes 'SubjeAs, and+Necks of Your Enemies, Thas 


Legrand may Flowriſh' in Your 
That apap) gry ge Agee and Build vert 


of the Houſe of GOD, the Reflorer ofcig Pre bed Le 
;berty of Europe, is, and ſhall be theincefſant Prayer of 


May it pleeſeyour MAJESTY, 


We EM IHSSFIES moſt Fairhful, 
eat, agd moſt Humble SubjeAy, 


The Minifters and Eliers, met in this Natjonal 
Aſſembly of the Charch of Scotland. 


Signed in Our Preſence, is Oar Nate, 
41g 4; our Appointment , 


By  HLGIGY 


Patrick SitnſS F ROOT | 


| ; 
«£4 £ £24. ak. GH CT EBPSs 7 FEY ET THT. 
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"M77 cont ', $4 P for the North, 
ona, pa Dato ——__ 


dm Eadem Sefione. 


HE General A Conſidering that the Vaeancies Y 
on the North (ide of the River of Tay have increafſed 
greatly ſince the fitting of the laſt General Aſſembly ; As 


alſo, the paucity of Miniſters in theſe 
= ESD - 


wetill the next General 
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* the laſt General ug ;ikanjey Feck rn ſome Mi- 
iy fters for the-Sh orth ; ends to 
Fry - oe ar and that the fame be made efuial, heſe 
: "named , and formerly ro beſem; fr E Teveral 
way of, , being” always Fol thetf as a 
7:11 Aoki laſtly, "the Geatri? Aﬀettbly 
N- 

1 +0 O 


X T » 251 4M 8, KN VL, 


AF Decering the a Hen jo, this eemply , from the 
Commitrer ie "the North, 
W018 940 df be ja ' frow, a 


Y 


© oy IT 
"Gap 13008) 9 ”e as Eadem Seſon. 
: Tr HB General wm conitering; , that they had 


pon the-ſecond Day "wa." nt, cauſed call 
theſe Perſons, who nod Appecaled from, Proteſted a- 

pint, hay mary res Comminez ap ted for the North, 
the late my ;opyure before the 
of Ky ore if aids Appealsand 
tions, and An wer Lav their Declinatures , with/Cer- 
tification if they compeared not , to proſecute the ſame before 


« 
4 as 1% 


that time, their Proteſtations fhoutd-be'de- 
clared to be fallen from, Void, and Null. And now finding 
thatthe ſaids Perſons have/hot Chmpeared before this Aſn. 


bly, for the EffeRt toreſaid. Therefore bo Geog wok 


ales , Do hereby Declare atl therſaids 
en from,. yoidand null, 40 all ps. groin 


cauſe they have-not been infifted 1 in, before this A anbly, 


Woarrgs5 4 53013 JEQT D 


e202 y "A V0 NO 
kN .2971208 IJ ;©c] 4 "XZF1L,, off TfL 'J 


kl os civil 18922 37 F 


"et os. Hat b WOE 
if 19 in9%} Smt jo PR # Jokn py 
") 211e4 works tity Beit . 2H ml: 114 1 
F 01” $46. - 21181 Yugt 3 
It TR $ioos/ 4 WOW 4 ic nah 97, ” 


Mnf 291i bo F118 
L711 


"SICILLE v'a90! 


qt "ENF ? 


- 4 
FI4 
« 4 Fer 
s ' 
ILL POnHde On f£ 
p#+ » F iy % + 
: . f - 
"© I, #/ | | , V1 
- af + * 
+ $1 of 
. E 
. 


' Gbieral Aﬀen:bb, 1096, 25 


 canſed calll thaofhi try Juba wrthave! compared before this 
- Aferablyjl; conturmrothe jr med 6 Hirtt: Sereanent To 0 
/ Anſw er#9\hckictabgs wherewith ht Me, but h 
compearing , The ops Aſſembly ayes the PF'wenty fh 


. day ha fer oF Log arefa, Fagan 2 their own 
he wile Ee wal lumand 
ding RN rd gap of 

1 10 


(hm -þ. mat and the 


” Won 
__ ha, wil 


© ſaid Repataabrerd&t with-an Bxriact ofthe Proceſs and De- 
5 AN Ns «WV udeFesJed Sago hiv, Asalſs his own Cdn- 
teffion being conſidelthd;] The General Affernbly found thar 


ſeveral Articles were ole tice proven againſt him, >» 


. \thereh woes udg LAOMGD 
© Hepburn delerye: BY Fer ofthe : 
manifeſt = Reeh 


(did ap vid oli e bios 
"FeIFt is F wa na | ime "gs and 
Embrace a Call when offered to him, and. oblige himſelf to 
attend the Charge he ſhould be fixed to,and ſubmit himſelfto 
the ReſpeRive Judicatories ofthis Church , and forbear after 


this to P or Exgrcife ther part of his ry with- 
out oe ar kad. > Al co, in in thalficaſe the AL. 
ENT red th (oo gainſt him 
fall, Butfin 72 bo a ping not ra (Yap Ir, 
Minit ents poſed by the 

iniftry , ed by the 
Synod of © By ers n#1to fypoſed by the 
Gia AR of Suſpenſion, with which Senrence the ſaid Synod 
Sillacquaior alecterFvafhrainggi chisNari ch, 
_—_ in ca&ghefaid Nic. 


flembly\d:d —_ deainf 

Ab Þ be Printed : That ala mey es Moder tion 

2 Juſtice abit Gveraudictiorielit th 
&{ him,and in caſe that the Aſſembly fwuld 'Suſþ him 


bo frbe1 


and be Tn aye eg 
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the New Church of Edinbergh the next Lords-Doay: As alfo 

that the Sentence be afterwards intimate ia all the Paroch 

hen within the Provincial Synods of Gls/gow, A4ir and 
cf, + { 


i. Tirares Gre! Aﬀenty of cbs Nets Cher, is to be 
at Edinburg : January, Thou- 
ſand Six hundred 20d Ninery ſeven Years. 


The General A being cloſ”d; The Members were diſ- 
wild with Pr ard the 8; P/alm from the 6 Verfe 
zo the end , phe Pons. of the * 


ColleSed, and Extralted, From the Records 
of the General Aſſembly, By Me, 
J, Bannatyne. Cls. Syn. National. 
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SY 


THE PRINCIPAL 


ACTS 


OF THE 


- General Aſſembly 


OF THE 


CHURCH 


LL EET hn 


Holden and begun at Edirbargh, the 2 Day of January 
"  n697, and ending the 12 0 the ſame Moneth, 


th. 


I. 


The Recordin of His MajeFties Commiſfiod, To the Lord Car- 
michael, pf 


or Repreſeming His Majef in this Aſſembh. 
Edinbargh 2 January 1697. Seſl. 1. 


IS Day , The General Aſſembly of the 
Minitters and Elders off this , Bo nar 
Church, being Conveened, There was 
produced. tothem by a Noble Loxd, John 
- Lord Carmichael , His Majeſtic's Commſ« 
fron underthe 'Great Seal of this Kingdom, 
Tere: Nominating and Appointing Him to be 
His Majeftie? s High: Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in this 
National Aﬀembly , which was publickly Read in their Au- 
_ with all due Honour and ReipeRt , and the/General 
A 2 Aflcmbly 


« 1 6 1 THACTS tht i T 


Aſſembly Appointed , and hereby" iots the ſatge to be 
Recorded in the Regiſters of this Al@@bly , therein'\, to re- 
mein , ad future rei Memoriam, Tip Tenor wherevt fol- 
| lows. " w 


- 


« YULIELMUS Dei Gratis \ Magne Britannig., Francie 
wa & Hibermie Rex , Fideique Deſenpr': dus pro» 
&« bisHominibus, ad quos PraſentesLiecre Noftrz-pervene- 


« rint, Se/utew: Quandoquidem ftatuimus Conventum Ge- 
&« neralem Eccleſiz, Antiqui noftr Regni Seorie, , ad Se- 


d 

© candum diem it 6 profingg ſequrntis Continua- 
« xi, —_— ws | Eng: = etiath ne- 
« of m eſſe, $ C @minodugn axtz Rccleſiz ,/ut Gee 
&« weralis Commits Kar Mtarn debire obſerveruc G 


« Sed rebus magni moment; alio vocantibus, difto Conven- 
<« tui intereſſe Nequimus ; _— Teſtimoniis perplurimis 
« & probatis abunde nobis Sati m fir, & -depraclaris 
&« Animi dotibus & fide Eximia , Fidelifſimi & DileAiffimi , 
« Noſtri Confiliarii Joannis Domini Carmichael, Quodque ad 
« Munera Summi Officii infra mentionati rite exercenda$ 
« obeunda in finem ſtipra exprefium w{qtequaque eſt wdone- 
« ys; Noveritis igityr nos Fecifſe-8& Confſtituiffe, *{icui per 
« has noſtras patentes Literas Facimus:3; Conſtitutmus eun- 
« dem Joannem Dominum Carmichael Supremum Noſtrum 
& Commiffionarium. Quoad effteQum infra exprefſum. Da- 
« mus pariter & concedimus illi, Sacram noftram Perſonam 
« & Avuthoritatem Neſtrang Regalem Repreſentandi , 
&« Praſentiam noftram ſupplendi, Locumque Noſtrum 
« in dio ſubſequenti Generali Conventu, tapquam 
« Commiſſiopgrio. Noſtro, - in. hunc effeQurt Fpecialiter 
© conſtituto,, Tenendi, Qmniaque. aliz ed « Imperium 
« & Menus , pro Generali 7. Con- 

« yentu peragendt, Lam .plene, adeoque libere in quo- 
' « yis Re betty, quam pA rw alivs ejuidem Supremi Ma. 
« neris & CharaGteris tecerat, fep-qudvis rempore retroacto 
| &« facere poterit., atque ſicuri , im Swim Are | 


« tes facere paterimus ,: plenariam & ampliflimam- Noftram 
« Pcteſtaterh& Commiſſonem: Quequidem omnia & ſingula, 
« 1 ditto .Josrne Domino. Carmickarl',, inhac noſtra Commil- 
« one proſequenda, legytime facienda, Nos - firmiter ap- 
« probatnus , Rata habemus &:;habituri ſumus. Omnibus & 
b N ulis inſuper antediQti Conveatus & Ectleſiz Paſtoribus 
« & Presbyteris y/ & 'czteris quibuſcunque hujus Regai no- 
« ſtr1 Subditis, cujuſcunque Qualitatis & Conditionis, ut di- 
« tum Joexnem Dominum Carmichael, Tanquam Supre- 
« tum Noſtrum Commiſſionarium, quoad EfkRtum & 
« Modum 


General Aſſembly, 1697, : 


© Modum ſupra mentionatum, Agnoſcant, Revereantur & 
** difto ipfius Audientes ſe prebeant , trite Mandamus & 
* Imperamus. Ac denique hanc Noſtram Commiſhunem a 
* die quo Magnum hujus Regni Noftri Sigillum preſent 
« bus eſt appenſum, ac deinceps hac ſequenti Seffione difti 
« Generalis Conventus & uſque dum a Nobis revocabitur in 
* vigore continuare Declaravimus, & per przlentes Declara- 
© mus. In cujys Rei Teſtimonium, Przjentibus Magnum 
« Sigilum Noſtrum appendipracepimus. Apud Aulam No- 
« tram de Kenſington, Vigeſimo Tertio Die Menfis Decembris , 
* Anno Domini, Milleſimo' Sexceatefimo Nonogelimo Sex- 
© to, Annoque Regai NotGri Olavo. | , 


Per Signaturam, Manu S. D. N. Supraſighatam, 
( Locus 

- + Sigitl ; 

t . Appenfi' 

| Tv oy ou . 


Written to the Great Seal, and Sealed at Edinburgh, 
Regiſftrate the laſt' day of the 1 day of January 
-Jxcember*- 1696.” Dun. 1697. A. Home. 
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tis Majeſties Gracious Letter 
P—_ 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY... 
PHB fid Day , Hi Majeſties High Cominifſioner, 
produced His Majeftics Moſt Gracious Lerner , D#- 


reed to this Aſembly , which was publickly Read io their 
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Hearing , with all due Reſpe&, and appointed to he Regi- 
ſtrate Lied Books of this Afembly. The Tenor whereof - 


follows. 
WILLIAM R. 


Right Reverend, and Well-beloved , 


W-* Greet you well. The Proceedings of the laft Ge- 
Y aneral Aﬀembly was very ſatisfying x0 Us, which 
hath Encouraged Us to allow and countenance Your Meez- 
ing gow. We have Choſen-Our Right Truſtee and Well. 
beloyed Councellour iJob» Lord Carmichael, to repreſent 
Our Royal Perſon, and bear Our Authority as our Commiti- 
ſioner, 1n this Aſſembly; We have ſufficient Experience 
of his Fidelicy to Us, and of His Ability and Fitneſs for dif. 
charging this Truſt: The preſent JuaQture of Affairs will 
not allow of Your ſitting long ; Therefore you are to loſe no 
Time, in doing whar is moſt neceſſary for ſuppreſſing and 
reſtraining of Vice and Prophagity , and in planting of Va- 
cant Churches, with Pious and Moderate Miniſters. This 
will be Acceptable to us, and in doing which, You ſhall 
have all neceffary Concurrence and Afiſtance. As We 
have done formerly , ſy We do gow, ypon ahis Qccaſion, ' 
Aﬀury pos Thee Were reſolved to maintain Precdhyveries 
rch-Gevernment , in that Our Kingdom of- Sc - And 
therefore We expe, That in all Matters, that came before 
You, You will proceed and conclude with Calmnefs and 
Moderation, which is the Duty of all, Eſpecially in 
Church-Meetings. We leave what further is neceflary, to 
Our Commiffioner, whom We faye fully Inftruted. And 
ſo We bid You heartily Farewell. 26 


B+. | ( » _ eaſi F \Daanty foareh 
AN 2 of bar Reign the 
Eighth Tear. 


' By Hi Ma jeftie's Command 


Tullbardine. 


For the Reverend, Trufice and Walk 
beloved Minifters, and Elders, met 


; | 
» #H#F +4 # 
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General Aſſembly , 1697. 7 
I'II. 


Att for bringing in, and Emolling the Names of oft Probatia- 
mers for 'the Miniſtry, and Students of Divinity. 


Fdioburgh, 4 Jenuery 1697. Ants Meridiem , Seff. 3. 


T7" HE General Afembly , for ſeveral Weighty Cauſes, 
i EoaQts and Ap/oints, that the Commiſſio- 
ners from the ſeveral Presbytries within chis Church, bri 
in-an account roche General Aſſembly yearly , of all che Stu- 
dents'of Diyinity , who have paſſed their Tryals in order to 
the Miniſtry , from one Aſſemby to another: As alſo, of 
all others , who have not paſt Tryals, that have an Eye to 
the Holy Miniſtry, and doattend the | eflons of the ſeveral 
Profefſors of Divinity 1n the * rſuzes , perform the 
PFxerciſcs eryoined them there , 2 Roll may be madc of 
them, ang their Names Read in open Aſſembly , and Re- 
corded in the Regiſters thereof . | 


ths. 


- _ T7 | 
The General Aſſemblies Anſwer 
7 T 0 


His Majeſtic Gracious Letter 


Fdintyreb, 6 Janwwy a697 , aac meridiem, Goff. 4. 
Mw it wear Tow Majeſty + 


E, the Mini 
ſembl ofthe ! 


and nt are this National Aſ- 
urch o Scotland, are very ſenſible of 
Our Happineſs in Majekties being farigfied with the 
proceedings of zhe laſt bly, &od in being pleaied to 
ſignify ſo much by Your Gracious Letter directed tous, and 
we are no |els {ephble of Yaur Majefties Goodneſs, in giv- 
ing Your Ropgl Counenznee to. Our Meeting at this time, 
beingthe wr oor time, unto whichart-was- indicted at the 
cloſe of the laſt Afembly : And Your Majeſtics reiterated 
Choice of the Lazd Karricher , Fo reprefent Your Royal 
Perſon ag Rs, whobath onall Bcaations manifeſted an 


untainted Fidelity unto Your Majeſty, and conſtant kind- 
neſs tothis Ch Sa ct neaof'of Your Majelt.es render 


Us; Wereckon it Our bound Duty, ſo to conſider 
B 2 the 
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the preſent Juntture of Your Aﬀairs, as that our being long to- 
gether may not beany way : prejudicial unto the fame , and 
therefore ſhall diſpatch what is preſently neceſſary with all 4 p- 
plication, delaying other things toa'more convenient Seafon; 
And We hope, Your Majeſty ſhall never find any Aſſembly of 
the Church of Scotland uncaſy on that head.” SIR, As We can+ 
not but Lament theabounding of Impiety and Prophanity in 
this Land, So We mult acknowledge Your Majefties Chriſtian 
Care, in enaQting good Laws,for ſuppreſſing the ſame;3The vi- 
gorous Execution of which we humbly beg, as that which will 
highly tend to the Exalting of the Glory of GOD, and to the 
Eſtabliſhing of Your Throne; and .We for Our Parts, ſhall 
uſe all Eccleſiaftick Means proper for Us, that may be condu- 
cive therunto. We have; through the good Hand of GOD y-- 
pon Us, Made ſome conſiderable Progreſs in planting Vacant 
Congregations, and we do look upon it as the chief of the 
Work, which we have to do atthis time, to make further Ad- 
vancements therein; By encouraging all Pi and Serious 
Perſons to join with, Us, in the Work of the Goſpel, and b 
. facilitating their ſetlement, in places where they may be mot 
uſeful, and where there is greateſt need of them : We beg 
leave on this oceaſion, to acknowledge Your Majeſties Roya 
Bounty beſtowed on this Church, fince the laſt Aſſembly , for 
defraying the publick CRarges of the ſame, which we ſhall be 
careful to apply, to the Uſes Your Majeſty defigned it for. 
' May GOD always preſerve Your Sacred Perſon, from All 
© both ſecret Artempts , and open Violence of Execrable Men; 
May You havea Long and Proſperous Reign over. theſe Nati- 
ons; May Your Forces have Succeſs , both by Sex and Land ; 
May Your Peoples Love and Fidelity anſwer the manifold Ob. 
ligations You have laid upon them : And after- a falneſs of 
Earthly Bleffings here , may you forever wear a Crown of 
Glory that fadeth not away : . Whicharethe ſiacere Prayers of 


My it plesſe your Majeſty, "Aa 


Tour Majefties moſt Faithful mot i 
| Arc guet oſt Hamble Sabjed81, 


The Minifters and Elders, met 'in this” * | © 
Nations Aſſembly of the Church _ Sr 
Signed in Oar Preſence , in. Our ” " 


Name, and at Our Appoimement , By 
W. Crichton Moderator. ''- 2, 


(reneral Aſſembly , 16975. g 


V. 


Aft anent Overtures, concerning the Diſcipline and Method of 
proceeding in Eccle(iaſtick Judicatories , offered 10 the Aſſembly 
by a private hana, 


| Fadem Seffione, 
-J* HE General Aſſembly having heard the Report of a 

1 \..Commurtee of their own Number for Overtures,anent 
the Qvertures concerning the Diſcipline , ant * en, proceed- 
ivg.in Ecileſiaſtick Judrcatories in the Church of 4 4 now 
produced in their own preſence, Appoints the. fame” jo be 
ſent as Overcures from private hands,” to the ſeveral Presby- 
tries, within this National Chutch:And'ofdains the foids 
Peesbyiries, to: ſend their Animadverfions. and "Obſerves 
thereupon, to the Commitſhon to be appginted by this Aſſem- 
bly, berwixr and rhe firft of A»zuft next,and Appoints the aid 
Commiſhon ro prepare the ſaids Overtures apainff ;the Genes 
ral Alſembly,o be brought tn thereto as Oyettures, and Ap- 
points the Cararmſhoners from Presbyrries, .to' "ns C pies 
of, the axis, Quertures from / George Moſman the” Alice 
Printer, tor che End forfaids Wor CODE. 
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Aft antht theſi Munifters, whd have not ohried the 
corbe 1df -)fſbbly, copciywing 1hi Miffion co th 


-... Edinburgh, 7 January.2697.. Aute-merid. Seff: 5, 


TH ſaid Day, in preſence of the General Aſſembly , 
The Committee for Overtufes, Reported, that accor- 
ding to the Appointment of this Aſſembly they had _ been 
taking Tryah- how che AR of the late Aſſembly,” concerning 
the Miſhon of ſome Minifters tothe North was obſerved; an 
had called the Presbytries, and Perſons concerned to have 
compeared before them 5: Ant that @s/t6 Mr. James Thomſon, 
Mr. John Sandilends, Mr. Robert Edgar, Mr, Andrew Begg - 
8 Canghel, thei 


Papas Lochennocky and Mr: Donald 


1- bamohisq yizh od Moro; 


ro FF 
, . £2» 
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were Defences made for them, and the ſaid Committee were 
of Opinion, that they were not Cenſurable, in reſpe&t of their 
Defences, which were held forth in preſence ofthe Aſſembly, 
and the General Aſſembly having conſidered the ſame, They 
find it neceſſary , thatexat Obedience begiven to the Aſſem- 
blies As; And therefore thothe Perſons abovenamed have not 
been found Cenfurable: Yet the General Aſſembly «ppoints 
the ReſpeQivePresbytriesro whom they belong, to ſee them 
fulfil their Mio, and in caſc - the Presbytry find ſufficient 
ground to Exoner them, it muſt bedone withthis ſpecial pro- 
viſion, that the Pregbytry provide another fit perſon io their 
room, as they willbe Anſwerable, and that theur Miſſion be ful- 
filled berwixt and the firſt of Augs/t; itbeing always under- 
ſtood as the Mind of this Aſſembly, that they are Lyable to 
Calls and Tranſportations, as theſe on the firſt Mifion, except 
one bealready Tranſported out of their Presbytry. - 
And the General Aſſembly having heard the Report of the 
Committee for Overtures, aneat Mr. James Stirling, and Mr. 
William Steel, who tho they wear: tothe North , did not ſtay 
their full tine, and Wire epb Drew, who did not at all goe 
North in Miſfow , accor F108 tothe appointment of the laſt Aſ- 
ſembly; They bripg lled, and all Abſent, and nor ſending 
their Excuſes, and ikeways the Defences made for them, for 
their 1 givi Obedience being conſidered, as alſo the Opini- 
on of the Taid Committee for Overtures, finding their Defen- 
ces irrelevant. The General Aſſembly appoints the ſaid Mr. 
James Stirline, and Mr. William Steel to their Miſſion, be. 
twixt andthe firſt of 4ayoft next; and as to Mr. Joſeph Drew, 
becauſe he hath not as yet been inthe North, Appoints him to 


repair to the Froviece Marrs, and there ftay and Exerciſe 
his Miniftry for Four Maneths betwixt and the ſaid time. 
Aro >; (OTI7IRVs | % 
rr rr rm nmr a——_—————— BR « bo y | 77 190% AIR 
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Aft ant#t Family-Worſbip i aud Cenſaring Raling Elites avd 
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- | Eadem Stone. 51ctsd h 1: 
T*HE General Alley ewbly conſidering, bow uevoffiry a Du 
T ty it is, thatthe Worſhip of God, and callin 


upon Hi 
Name be daily performed, in all Families; Do recom 
men 


W437 


| Gentyal Aſſembly, 1697, t1 


mend it to Miniſters and Elders in cach Congregation, to take 
care thereof, and it being the Duty of all Ruling Elders, 2nd 
Deacons to be Exemplary herein, the Aſſembly renews, and 
confirms the AR of Aſſembly 1694. Made $5:1at Prophane- 
neſs, Recommending that none be Ruling E ers who make 
nor Conſcience ofthis vnqueſtionable Duty; and. do likeways 
appoint, that in cafe any Elders or I 'cacons. ſhall negletito 

orſhip God in theitFamilies by thernſelves,or othersappoint- 
edfor that efe&, thar they be ſeriouſly adrhoaiſhedtoamend, 
and if neetl berebuked ſor the ſarne, and if nogwithſtandiog of 
Admonitionsand Rebukesof che Miniſter and other Elders, 
any Elder or Deacon continte obſtinate in their N; alect ; that 
ſuch Elder or Deacon beremoved from his Office by the Prex- 


bytry, and appoints this Acttobe Read in all che Churches 
vy 


Yearly, Asalfothe faid t 3 AR ofthe Aﬀenidly 1694 agaiaſt 
Prophaneneks, and har upon the firf Sabbuih of Jy. 
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#tt for punitual obedience to Appoinjments of Mainifters to ſup- 
SS pl Vacant Churches. = 


; of 1x11 © 
© Edinburgh, $ January i697). Poft merinhow, 
1 = . . 


conſiderable a number of Vacancies, Miniſters pings, by 


| bour tor 
urch, whert the Va- 


Goſpel, and diſcouraging.to the Mijoiſters 
ror wnfosy bs charſet in the feaf of | c 
beſcech aff Miniſters, to'be Ciigat, 0d fill. 

ted them, 29d. do appoing 


performance of whar "is appoitited | the e 

thot incaſe 'arty Minifſer Nralt not_oxattly, a | Ark 

perfornt” chicie Reſpective” pbuitteais, particularly in 
2 going 
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oing to the North , that they ſhall. be ſuſpended from the 
Exerciſe of rheir Miniſtry , for the ſpace of chree Moneths b 
their ReſpeQive Presbytries, ſo ſoon as they begin to neg] 
man and the General Aflembly do require the Modera- 
torsof the ſeveral Presbytries ro move and propoſe to the 
Presbytries, toproceed to inflict the Cenſure above oppcced 
without delay, and incaſe any Moderator ſhall negleQ, and 
delay the performance .of his Duty hereby. required , 
that- the faid Moderator be ſuſpended from the Exer- 
ciſe of his Miniſtry by the next cnſuing Synod of . the 
- Bounds for the ſpace of Three Moneths : And in caſe 

- that inevitable Impediments fall providentially in. the way 
of Miniſters, thus appointed for Supplics., thax ;caonor 
"but free the Miniſter of aoy NegleR, that the Presbytry 
he'belongs unto, record the ſawe in their Regiſters and pro- 
'duce them to rheir Synodattheir next Meeting, tobe by them 
judged; But withal, the Presbytry in that calc, ſhall be oblig- 
ed to ſend another, under the ſame Certifications; But 
ſoſoon as heapplies tothe Panbey, and offers Obedience , 
the Presbytry ſhall be obliged to take off the AR of Suſpen- 
ſion. And the General bly appoints their Churches to 
be ſupplyed daily, or at leaſt TwoSabbaths of Three, durin 
their Abſence, and the Miniſters appointed ro make theſe 
Supplies, incaſe of their Negle&,, are to be Presbyterially Re- 
buked, and that infert in the Records of the Presby- 
try , and that Synods do particular! coquire anent, and 
ſee to the Execution of. this AQ, and make Report to the 
next enſuing Afﬀembly. | 
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I: HF Generaf Afſetdbly , taking,to their Confiderati 
DA he Overture and Ye the: Aſem- 


bly ; concerning Innovations, and having heard a R 
of the ſcvera}ConhiMMoriers from, Presbyrries, to whom the 
conlideration'of the Tagie was Recotumended , 1n order to 
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its being more ripely Adviſed, and Determined in this Af- 
ſembly ; And conſidering the frequent PraRtice. of former AC. 


ſ{emblies of 'rhis Church, and char it den ©: conduce to. 


theexaR"Obedience of the Acts bf Aſſemblies, that General 
Aſſemblies be very deliberate in making of the ſarhe, and that 
- the whole Church have a previous Knowledge thereof, and 
their Opinion be had therin, 4nd for preventing any ſudden 
Alteration, or Innovarion, or other Prejudice tothe Church, 
in cither Docttine:'or Worſhip; or Diſcipline, or Government 
thereof, now happily Eſtabliſhed; Do cherefore-Appoint, En- 
act, and Declare, That before any General Aſſembly of 
this Church, ſhall paſs any Acts, which are to be bindin 
Rules and Conſtitutions to the Church, the ſame Acts be fff 
propoſed as Overtures tothe Afﬀſembly, and being by them 
| paſt as ſuch, be remitted to the Conſideration of the ſeveral 
Presbytriesof this Church , ard rheir Opinions and Conſent 
Reported by their Commiſſioners, to the next General Aſ- 
ſembly following , who may then paſs the ſame in Acts, if 
the more General Opinion of the Church, thus had, agree 
thereunto. ; 


| 


Ovbrttre," for panttacl ſending of Commiſſioners |. 

* "30 General, Aﬀemblies, and, their attendance | 
11; 1 2. a0ieg the. ftting thertef. 
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ways, that the faid Committeo conſider the Excuſes of ſuch 
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as are abſent froman of the Sederants of the Aſſembly, or 
Comrlittees. t , and give' their en threanes 
ſents, from .tims to time, be ven to 

from the ſevera] Meetings. # a le 


the General Alſembly', for that cg pc a Lift ub 
The' General Fi org , having heard * (i ET, this Ower 


tare, approves t g Veer, 1 an/mits the fu 
Fo rhe * ſeveral Pres tries, ' be by _ apainſt the 
ntxt General Aſſeinbh. 


_ NT. 


My 48 # 4inft Prophanc 
Bdinbgtgh Jayuary, 11. 
| Seſl. 8. 


HE General Aſſembly of this Nationat -Ghwrch, —_ ; 
T to their moſt ſerious "ls, That notwithſtan 
ing of the weighty Commands, . and dreadful Threatnin 
contained in the Scriptures of Truth, and the many lauda bi 
Chriſtian Laws of ——_— the Attsof theG 
ſembliesofthis Ctwrc m_ apicty and 


ries 


ing Scan- 
dals of pR_—_ and pm Swear Corfing , Subbath-bre 
Prophan Ny 7-4 "Goſpel Orhan, 
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General Aſſembly, 1697. 5 


But likewiſe, this current Parliament hath by their Acts Enti- 


tuled againſt Prophaneneſs,Jexe 15, 1693, Jae 28 1695, and 


Oftober 9 1696. Declared that Miniſters, Kirk-Sefſions and 
Presbytries, ſhall by themſelves, or others in their Name, 
have good Intereſttoapply- for, and purſue the Execution of 
the ſaids Acts; and albeit Execution is ordained to paſs at the 
Inſtance of any perſon whatſomever; yet it being eſpecislly in- 
cumbent upon Miniſters, and Church Judicatories to hold 
handthereto, Therefore tharthis National Afſembly may not 
be wanting totheirDury,' in contributing their utmoſt Endea- 
vours, for bearing down and puniſhing ot all Immorality and 
 Wickednels, 'Fhey doin che fir lace, in theaw and dread of 
che great GOD, who will'not hold them guiltleſs, that break 
any of his Commandements, Beſeech, Warn, and Obteſt all 
. the Peopleof this Churehand Nation, to break off their Sinsby 
Repentance, and ſerioully inthe fear of the Lord, to apply 
themſclves, roa SoberConſcientiopsChriſtian and » an t 
Walk inallmannerofeonvetſation, as becomes the Prgfeſſouts 
of the Glorious Goſpel,ofthe Bleſſed GOD,and of that Religion 
which is pure and undefiled, and as they would not incur the 
heavy Diſpleaſure, andjuft Indignarion of the Holy One, in 


ents, xo. the A of Parliament 
huif,;” and/thatthey” ther Diligence in 
their Seffion Books , rhat the ——— by t Soup 
tries, Who are hereby requi to make enquiry therein 
oy irVifitations : And leaſt any may be rnd Backiwns in 
performing their Reſpective Duties, from an unwillingneſs, 
De iſpleaſe or diſoblige perſons of Note, who may happen to 
be Guilty; The General Aſſembly earneſtly Exhorts all Mini- 
ters and Elders, and all Chriſtians to remember that in this 
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matter they haveto do with the great and terrible GOD whoſe 
Honour is to be preferred , and whoſe Wrathis to be feared, 
before all other conſiderations whatſomever; And they Over- 
ture, that whatever Miniſtes or Member of Seſſion be found 
Faulty, in neglecting to purſuethe forſaid Scandals in-their 
Stations; The {ajd Minitter or Member of Sefftion be com- 
plained of and cenſured by the Presbytry for the firſt Fault , 
andthatthe Ceoſure be Recorded; andrhattheſecond Negli- 
gence be delated to, and Cenſured by the Synod ; And that 
for the third NegleQ they be cenſyred by the Synod with 
Suſpenſion , to be Recorded , in the Synod Regiſter, And 
albeit the General Aſſembly hath full confidencein the Inte- 
grity and Zeal of all honeſt Chriſtian Magiſtrats, and that 
they will with firmneſs and Reſolution , make Conſcience 
of the Obligations of their Office, and faithfully diſcharge 
the Truſt committed to them by GOD, and: the Supreme 
Authority of this Nation ; Yet becauſe a flackneſs, or back- 
wardneſs may fall out. in ſume particular places, and there 
hath been hitherto a moſt Lamentable Defectivenefs, in 
putting the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs ro Execution, 
and ſome have refuſed to give Deputations and 'Com- © 
miſſions for that ead, to perſons who have been due- 
ly | Nominated and preſented to them : Therefore the 
General  Afſembly doth Recommend to each Miniſter or 
Kirk-Sceffion , who ſhall find cauſe to complain of a Magi- 
ſtrat for Negligence in Executing the faids Laws, or for 
refuſing 'Deputation and Commiſſion to ſuch perſons, as are 
duely | Elected and, preſented , to_ them (from »Paroches , 
- where there'isno ordinary ,Magiſtrat reſiding} conform to 
-the abovementioned Act of Parliament , Ofwbir 9g; 1696. 
That they acquaint their Presbytries therewith, and thatthe 
ſaid har ef having uſed all previous Means indealing 
withthe Conſciegcesof the faid Magiſtrate , without any 
good Effect, do withthe Kick Agent thereafter: purſue! the 
{aid Neghgeor, or Refractory Magiſtrate , befare the Lords 
of - Council or Seffion , accor Ry Snniact Fog. 


'liament,' And Lf, ' that thele, preſents be-Read in all 
.Churches'within rhis Kingdom Twice a Year from the Pub 
pit; to wit, upon the firſt Sabbaths after Whirfundey and 
Mart inmaſs Yearly. 46 3&1 IOLNIC 1194] 
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X I I, 


Commiſſion to ſme Miniſters and and Elders , for planting vs 
cant Churches in the North , and ſome other particular Af- 
fairs, committed to them by the Geyeral Aſſembly. 


Ediaburgh, Janwary 11, 1697- Poſt meridiem. 
Sell. 8, 


TH General Aſſembly of this National Church, conſi- 
dering the many Vacant Churches on the North fide of 
Tay , and thatthe laſt Aſſembly had laid down a Way , for 
a more expedie planting of Miniſters therein ,, which hath 
not yet had the full effect defired ; Doth therefore by theſe, 
reſents Nominate and Appoint, Maſters, Alexander Colden 
Miniſter of che Goſpel at- Dunce, John Dyſar: art Colding- 
hame , William Jack at Kelſo, Jobs Gaudie at Sproufton , 
Jobn Vetch at Weltruther, William Calderwood at Legert- 
wood , Gabriel Semple at Jedburgh, George Guthrie at Ox- 
nam , Charles Gordon at Askirk , Hugh Craig at Gallaſheils , 
James Clerk at Innerweek , Robert Stwk art Stenton , Mango 
Watſon at  Glaidſmure, George Andrews at Preſtonpans , 
Willem Tratlat Borthwick, Patrick Cumming at Ormiſtoun, 
Gilbert Rate at Edinburgh ,” William Crighton there, George 
Melarum there, David Williamſon at Weſtkirk ," John Mop- , 
crief. at Edinburgh, John Law -there; Jamts Kjrron there, 
David Blarr there , George Barclay at | Uphal, Thema; Miller 
at Kirkhitoun ; James Thomſon at ' Peebles, Robert Living- 
(on at Bippar , William Varch ar Drumfrees, Robert Paton 
there, George Boydat Glencairn, \George Mxlligine at Moftar , 
James Armſtrong at' Cannaby , Robert ' Rowan at Penny- 
ghame , Thomas Ceſtellaw at Lochſwalt, Themas Spalding at 
Parton, Audrew Auart at Kells, Andrew Roaper at Galſtoun, 
Patrick Living fton at Air, - Alexander Orrat Bith , Jobs Glaſ<, 
gowat Kilbirny , Robert Wyke at Hamilton , Alexander Fipad- 
Later there , Joby Bannatyne, at Lanerk, Thomas Linning at. 
Leſmebago , William. Dunlop Principal of the Colledge of 
Glaſgow; James Hay at Kilſyth, Patrick Fry at Ren, 
frew ; John Stirling ati Greenock , Duncan Campbel at Roſe- , 
neath ,: Alexander Kjng at any ,; John Mckluaruwrat —_ 4 
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din, Daniel Campbel at Kjlmichael of Glaſrie, Samuel 
Nairn at Errol, William Moncrief at Methven , William 
Reid, at Dunning, John Forreſter at Stirling , Alexander 
Douglaſs at Logy , Thomis Forrefter at St. Andrews , Will. 
am Moncreif at Largo, George Hamilton Principal of the 
Leonardine Colledge of St. Andrews, Edward Jamiſon ar 
Monymeal, Andrew Bowie at Ciriſs, John Anderſon at Leſly, 
Archibald Riddel at Weerms; Samuel Charters at Innetkeith- 
ing, Thomas James at Cleiſh , Williew Mitchel at Dundee , 
ames Oſburn at Aberdeen, George Anderſon at Taryes , 
homas Ramſay at Aberdeen , Alexander Forbes at Dyck, 
James Thomſon at Elgin , Thomas Wilkie at Canongate, Wil. 
liam Ines at Thurſo, and William Wiſcheart at Leith Mini- 
ſters , George Earl of Melvil Prefident of the Council, Wi 
liam Earl of Crawfoord , George Earl of Sutherland, Robert 
Lord Burleigh , Job» Lord Belhaven, Job» Lord' Carmi- 
chael, Sir James Stuars His Majefties Advocat, Adam 
Cockburn of Ormiſton Lord Juſtice Clerk , Sir ' Alexander 
Swinton of Merſington, Sir ' Colin Campbel -of Aberuchil ,? 
Sir, David Home of Croſrigg and Sir Job» Hamilton of 
Halcraig , four of the Senators of the Colledge. of Juſtice.” 
Mr, Francis Momgomrie of Giffan , | Wiliers Baillie "of 'La- 
agen + Sir Arcbha/d Mair of Thornzon Lord 'Provoft 
of Edinburgh , Sir Thomas Barnes His Majeftics Phyfician', 
Alexander Menteith Convecner in Edinbargh, Sir Alexanday' 
Monro of Bearcrofts , The Laird of, ie, Sir Willians" 
Denholm of Welſtſhiells, Sir ,Thomas Start - of Kirkfield, 
Sir John» Home of Blackader , Adam, Drummond of Meggins,' 
Captain Job» Erskin, and Captain Jens Coult Ruling E1- 
ders, 'to be Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly\, to the 
effect aftermentioned ; With full Power and Commiſſion to 
the ſaids Perſons, or their | Gaoram, which is hereby de. 
clared to be any Fifteen of the ſaids Commiſſioners; where. 
of Nine are always tobe Miniſters, to Meet and- Conveen” 
within the Afſembly-Houſe at Edinburgh, The firft 'Day: 
after:the Diſſolution of this; Aﬀembly., at ten of the. 
in the Forenoon,, and afterwardsto meet the firſt Tucſday 
of every Moneth, and oftner as they ſhall ſee ncedfol, 
during the continuance of: this Commiſſion ; And the Ge« 
neral Aſſembly requires all the Members of this Commiſ. 
fion, to attend carefully the Meetings | thereof, cf] cially 
the Quarterly Meetings , which are hereby declared to be 
their Meerings, on the firſt Tue/dgzs of Merch, June, Sep. 
rember and December , and that at the leaſt one out'of e. 
very Presbytry be preſent then; With Power to the ſaids 
Commiſſioners, or their Quorum, to chuſe their =__ Mo- 
erator 
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deratorand Clerk. And ficklike, the General Aſſembly 
fully Impowers and Avthoriſes the faids Commiſſoners to 
conſider . cognoſce, and finally determine, as they ſhall ſee 
Cauſe, any Calls and. Proceſſes of Tranſportation, of any 
of the Faurry. .four Miniſters; Nominace+co. . go-. North by 
way of Miſſion, by the laſt Aſſembly , and that in the ſame 
Way and Magner,- 8nd. withche:lame : Powers,. granted ro 
the Commiſſion of the 1: General Aﬀembly, in relation to 
the ſaid Fourty four Miniſters: then nominate, whether 
theſe of them, who have already obeyed their Myſion , or 
theſe who, have ix ro fulfil;, -octhele who -erc per ſhall be na- 
med 1n,; their. roomi,..in - cale-of inevitable/;Impediment of 
their fulfilment of;.che fame;-a5.-is already 1provaded , by a 
former AR af this Aſſembly: + Andir likeways ro: proceed, 
and cognalce in every: Thing; contamed an and-conformto, 
the InfroQionstabe venue hem by this\ Aﬀembly, as 
fally and freely , as.it. rhe amen were in thofe preſentsar full 
leogth infect . and ſer dows:/ And alio, to. conlider , coge 
noſce and dezermine,in-all- References, Appeals: and orher 
Matters, thathave beep; [or:ſhall be particularly remitted to 
. them for chat effect, by-aoy Act or,order of 'this. Aſſembly , 
all which are holden as herein cupreft. - This! Commiſſion is 
alſa rocoireſpond with the State ancnt -Faftsand Thankſpiv= 
ings . as occaſion; falls out; aod.to ſpecific the Cauſes-thereof) 
And. likeways to give Advice and Affiftance toany Synod. or 
Presbytry io.difficult Caſes, as they ſhall be applyed untoby 
them. 'And. the. Aembly--da;: hereby Prohubir 'the aids 
Commitſhoners to medle)in :any.other Marer., than what is 
contained hereio, Declaring:alio, chat. in,-and for all theit 
Actings, the faids Commiſboners ſhall be.countableto,, and 
QEe'e.vy the next;eofuing General Afembly of this 
burch., And /zth', The: Genera Adembly hereby de» 
_ Clares, That this Commiſſion ſhall contiaue till "the Meeti 
of the- next General Allembly. of this National Church. 
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XIII. 


Aft and Recommendation anent Miniſters to the Arne. 
Edinburgh, 12. January 1697; ante Meridiem. 
| Seſl. g. 


TT faid Day, There was preſented to the General 
| Aſſembly, a Letter fromthe Right Honourable, the 
| Viſcount of Tevior, Commander in chief of his Ma- 
jeſtie's Forces within this Kingdom, Deſiring them to fall 
upon ſome way, how the ſaid ſtanding Forces may be provid- 
ed with Preachers, and untill that be obtained, that they ſe- 
rioully Recommend tothe Reſpective Miniſters and Church- 
Seſſions, wherethey are, or ſhall be ordered to quarter, to 
providethem with convenient Seats;for hearing with the ſaids 
Congregations, and to inſpect and notice them, as they do 
other. Pariſhoners during their abode :there, and afſur- 
ing that - care ſhall be . taken, that they attend Ordinances, 
and walk Inoffenſively :-'* And deſwing that the General Af 
ſembly would be pleaſed to Recommend to ſuch as they ap- 
point 40 ws ere Afﬀairs, in the Intervalls of Afertblies, 
ro notice bow thisis performed, as:rhe {aid Lertet' dated the 
11th of Januaryinftanr;'and' Signed by the ſaid Noble Lord in 
it ſelf bears, Which Letter-being Read, and duely conſider 
ed, TheGeneral Aſſembly unanimouſly Did, ''afd hereby do 
Recommend, tothe[Refpective Miniſters, Kirk Sefſrons and 
others.congraed, where-any of theſaids Forces are; or ſhall 
be,ordered:to be quartered, -ro provide them withconvenient 
Seats for Finating,.,winhthe m— s,:and to Jo- 
ſpectang Notice thotn;! ds they doorher Pariſhioners; during 
their abode there, and if need be, toapply tothe Command- 
ivg Officers, for taking care that Inferior Officers and Soul. 
dierggttend Ordinances, and walk inoffenſively : And farther, 
the General Aﬀembly hereby Recommends, and refers tothe 
Commiſſion appointed by this Aſſembly, during the conti- 
nuance thereof, totake notice how this is performed ; And 
likeways Recommendsto the ſaid Commiſſion, to fall v 

all expedient ways competent for them, how the ſaid Forces 
may be provided with Preachers, and upon Application to 
ſettle Miniſters in Regiments belonging to this Kingdom. 


XIV. A# 
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XI V. 


Att = inting ſome Miniſters to go for the Supply of the 
ae N and quarterly, until the next Amb” 1 


Fadem Seflione. 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church, tak- 
ing into conſideration , That albeit there hath been a 
good progreſs made , in ſettling of Vacancies Be north the 
Water of Tay, yet by reaſon of emerging Deaths of ſome, 
and Legal Deprivation of others of the late Conform Mini- 
fters, who had till then poſſefſed their Churches, many 
Vacanciesare at preſent in that part of this Church , and the 
Miniſters who are fertled there, are not in a condition to 
ſupply the ſame, in a ſuitable manner: Therefore the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly have ordained, and hereby ordains, that the 
Synods Be ſouth Ty after named , ſhall ſend to the bounds 
of the Synods of Anrgas and Merns, Aberdeen, Murray, 
Roſs , Sutherland and Caithneſs, and Presbytries of Perth, 
Auchterarder and Dankeld within the Synod of Perth, the 
number of Eighteea Miniſters quarterly, according to the 
proportions afrernamed , viz. That Three be ſcat to Supply 
the Vacancies in the Presbytries of\ Perth, Anchteraraer , 
and Dauxkela; Three to Supply the Vacancies of the Synod 
of Angus and Mearns; Five to Supply the Vacancies of the 
Synod of Aberdeen ; Five to Supply the Vacancies of the Sy- 
nod of Marra; and Two: to Supply the Vacancies of the 
Synod of Roſs, Sutherland and Caithneſs: And the Aﬀlem- 
bly ordains theſe above Supplies of Eighteca Miniſters to be 
ſent Quarterly, by the Synods afternamed, according to 
the following proportions, to wit, That from the Synod of 
Merſe and Teviotaale, there be ſent quarterly Three; From 
the Synod of Lothian Four; From the Synod of Drumfree; 
One; From the Synod of Ga//owsy One; From the Synod of 
Glaſgow and Air Five; from the Synod of Fife Three; and 
from the Presbytries of Stirline and Damblane within the Sy- 
nod of Perth and Stirlize One; And likeways. the Aſſembly 
doth ordain, That theſe Three Miniſters who ſhall go in ſu 
ply from the Synod of Merſe and Teviotdale, ſhall ſupply = 
Vacancies in'the Synod of Angus and Mearns, That of the 
Four who ſhall go fromthe Synod of Lothian, Two ſhallgo 
to the Bounds of the Synod of Aberdeen, and the other Twoto 
the Synod of Marra, as the yo of Lothian ſhall —_ 
hax 


—_ 
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That the One who ſhall go from the Synod of Drumfrees , 
ſhall gotothe Presbytries of Perth, Auchterarder and Dunkela, 
That the One who ſhall go from the Synod of Galloway ſhall go 
to the ſaid Presbytries, of Perth, Auchterarder and Daxkeld , 
That the Five who ſhall go from the Synod of Glaſgow, ſhall 
go One of them to the faid Presbytries” of Perth, Adchierar- 
derand Dunkeld,, Three of them to the Synod of Aberaeen, 
and Oneof them tothe Synod of Marrey, as the Synod of 
Gls/gow ſhall determine, thatthe Three who ſhall go from 
the Synud of Fife, ſhall go Two of them to the Synod of 
Marray, and one of them to the Synods of Roſs, Sutherlandand 
Caithneſs , as the Synod of Fife ſhall determine, and that the 
One who ftallgo from the Presbytries - of Srirlive and Dam- 
blane ſhallgoto the bounds of Roſs, Sutherland: and Caithneſs ; 
And farther, becauſeit is neceſlaty, that rhe ſaid Supplyes 
whoſhall go there for the firft Quarter, be there ſooner thah 
the next ordinary Meetings of the' Synods: Therefore the 
Aſſembly have Nominate,and hereby Nominate the Miniſters 
afternamed, torepair cothe Bounds of the Synods aftermenti- 
oned to ſupply the Vacancies there , and that they bethere a- 
gainſt the firſt Sabbath of March next, viz. From'the Synod of 
Merſe and Teviordale.MY. Alexander Lauder at Mordivoton, Mr. 
Alexander Orrock at Hewick; and Mr. John Fergaſſonar Roberton, 
to Repair to "the Synod of Angus and Aerns, From the Sy- 
nod of Daumfrees Mr.” James Armftrang Miniſter 'at Caniby, 
to repair tothe Presbytriesof Perth, 'Anchrerarder' and Da. 
eld; Fromthe Synod of Gallowey , Mr. Robert Baryer at Me. 
»y2aff , to repair to the ſaid Frebyiries of Perth , Alichterat- 
der and Daxnteld; from the Synod of Glaſgow 'and Air, Mr. 
John Hamer Minifter at A, to repair to the faids Presby- 
trits of Perth, ' Auerterarder and Dunkeld, Mr. James Gay- 
ſhore at Carmichael; Mr. David Ewing at Calder, Mr. John Dou- 
galar New Kylpatrick, rorepair to the Synod of Aberdeen; Mr. 
Andrew Foules Miniſter at New-Kjlmarnock,' to Repair to the 
Synod of Marray; from the Presbytries of S:ir/ing and Dam- 
blain, Mr. Robert Gourly Miniſter 'at Tillicaltry to; repair to 
the Synods of Rvſs, Sutherland and Caithneſs; froti the'Syn 
of Lothian'; Mr. Archibald Hamilton at Corſftorphine , 4 
William Reſſel at Moran, to repair to the Synod” of Aberdeen; 
Mr. TJohn Shaw at Newton, Mr. Robert Horzburgh at Glen. 
quhame ,” to repairto the Synod of Marys; and from. the Sy- 
nod of Fife, Mr. Andrew Geddy at Dairfy, Mr. William War- 
dropper at Anftruther Eaſter , to repair to the Synod of Mar. 
rey, and Mr, Allan Logan at Torybarn, to tepairto the Synod 
of Roſs SatherJend and Caithneſs: And the Aﬀembly ordaigs ; 
that the Brethren abovementioned , and ſuch who _ be 
ere- 
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hereafter Nigminate, by their ReſpeRrve Synods;; for the fore- 
eceding.Qgarters, dorepais:10the ReſpeRive Bobdtds#s Above 
{erdown,agaipſt their ReſpeQive Timesaflottedrotheth; 16d 
tobe direQed, by .the Presbytries 1ahd Minifterg reRdirhy ta 
thele ReſpeRtive Synods they; repait to,*as' ro whatpitticutir 
Congregations they ſhall apply themſelves unto: And the 
Aſſembly doth tarther ordain the above written Synods inch 


a. - 
Soath, toſend ro theplaces,"aNTN" tfianner aboyementioned , 


a new Quarterly Supply ot as many Miniſters more, toconti- 
- nue for the Second Quarter; ' -beginning the ſame the firſt of 

Jang next, and ſo forth Quarterly, ay and while the ſitting of 
theHext General Aſſembly, And the bly Recommends 
tothe ReſpefJive Presbytries, to take care to vPR the Kirks 
of chele Miniſters,” who ſhall be ſent. North for Supplies, with 
daily Preaching , at leaſt Two Sabbaths of Three: And 
the Aſſembly dorh likeways ordain, theſe Miniſters ſentin 
ſupply to the North , 66g&t and" pi uce to their own Pref. 
byrry a Teſtimonial, from the Presbyrries withinthe bounds 
where (hexols lupplys of their having” fulfilled their Ap- 
pointment, and of rheir Carriage, and Behaviour, during 
their abode in theſe Bounds. | 


——_—_H©M_— 
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Edinburgh, Jinudry'22 1699! Pof 
Sell. 106 & «ltims. 


"= General Aſſembly of this' Nationat Church hay« 
ing: heard the Report of a' Cominittee of their own 


" 1 
£ . , 
redie: % 


ter {erious: Conſideration | thereof, . ſubſcribed 
Monerrf Clerk thereto; Do evidence much 


Number a ioted roconſider, reviſe, and exantine the AQ- 
ings and . Proceedings' of the . Commiſfioners, "appointed 
to meet at Edinburgh by the late General Aſſembly Fa Gs 
Jo , Pris 
nes =_ na ce; and thar hr Che ny. 
derly an y proceeded 'in'every Thing, actori ng 
their Commiſſion and TaſtruQtions ; Feta Ge k 


Aſſembly, by an unanimous Vore, did, | TRIE7 REES 
2 an 
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and approve the ſaids whole Atiags, ProceedigÞ and Can- 
cluſions, ofthe faids Commiffioners, contained in the ſaid, 
Regiſter thereof, beginning the Seventh day of nyo, 6, 
and ending the Third day of December thereafter now hf 
by paſt,conſiſting of an hundred and cighteen Pages. 


wa 
— 
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AF approving Overtures anent, and Inflruitions to « Com 
miſfion, ho 


or the more full and expeditious Planti 
of the North. > 


Eadcm 'Seffionse. 


THis Day, the following Overturesand Inftrutions 
| were read in preſence of the General Aſſembly, The 
Tenor whereof follows. 

1. That when any Paroch on the North fide of Ty, or of 
the Town and Presbytry of Perth, and Presbytries of Anchre- 
rerder and Dankeld, in the Synod of Perth, ſhall call any Mi- 
niſter belonging to any Paroch on the North Side of Ta, they 
may; without ſending any Commiſſioner of their own Pa- 
riſh, to proſecute the ſame, ſead the Call approven of, and 
concurred with, by the Presbytry of the bounds, to the Mo- 
derator of rhe Commiſſion of this Afſembly ; who for prea- 
ter Expedition, ſhall cauſe double.che ſaid Call, and atteſt the 
Copie, and ſend the ſame, with the Reaſons of the deſired 
Tranſportation in aLttter to the Moderator 'of that Presby- 
try, to whom the Miniſter called doth belong, 

2. That the Moderator of the ſaid Presbytry , upon the 
Receipt of the ſaid Letter , ſhall be obliged to tranſmit the 
{aid Call, with the Reaſons thereof, to the Miniſter called , 
and ſhall cauſe ſummond theſaid Miniſter, and. the Pariſh 
he belongs to, the next Sabbath, in the ordinary way, to ap- 
pear before the ſaid Presbytry, and anſwer the ſaid Call, and 
Reaſons thereof . | 

3- That if the Presbytry, after they have maturely confi. 
| dered the Afﬀair, ſhall not grant the deſired Trenſportation , 
The Agear for the Kirk , or any Perſon, who ſhall under his 
Hand be deputed by him, (whois hereby Authoriſed for that 
effeR) may appeal trom the ſaid Presbytry, and their Seq- 
tence, to the Synod of the Bounds, or the next quarterly 
Mecting 
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Meeting of the Commiſſion which ſhall firft happen; And 
'thereby the ſaid Presbyzry ſhall be obtiged'to tranſmit the ſaid 
Call, and whole Proceſs; with their Sentence and Reaſons of 
the ſame, couhe Synod or quarterly Meering of the Commiſſi. 
on W ſhall pen, and cice the Miniſter, called, and 
Pariſh he belongs co, forabareffoR,* which Synod or Commil- 
ſion, are hereby empowered in'thzr caſe, ro Judge the (aid 
Cauſe, \and determine cerein asthey ſh2ll judge reaſonable. 
** 4 Andif, when theSyuod hath confderedfeich a Broceis, 
and yerdo not tranſport! the - Minifter- called, that there may 
lye an Appeal by the Agent for theKirk or his Depute,in man- 
ner above, co: the Cammitton of this Afſembly, whereby the 
Synod ſhall be, and'herebys obliged' to tranſmit the whole 
Afﬀair to the. aext quanterly Afeeting of the Commiſſion, and 
rocitcall Parties conceracd. | 
'5. That when any ſuch Proceſs cometh thus before the 

Commuſſipa, they ſhall fwally determine the ſame, nor ſhall 
theſe Proceſles go to any enſuing Aſſembly, either by Refe- 
reace, or any ocher way. , 

. -6. That rhe Miniſter, 'Tranſported by any of the above Ju- 
dicatores in the manner above, ſhill'obey the ſaid Sentence, 
with Certification, comform to former Ats of Afﬀemblics. 

. 7- Thar feing che Adembly hath, by their AQ, Determin- 
ed and ardauned;thar the Number of Fightten #fniſters, ſhall 
beeps query toche;Nberh, fiom rhe' Synods in the South, 
| The Aflembly 'dath recommend'to theſe ſeveral Syncds, to 

ſead ikewayesan equal. number tioners to the North, 
eſpecially thoſe who have had'their Birth there, and that 
theſe tay fix Moneths.- ' Andithe Aflembly recommends jt ro 
heCommiſſion, tarake care that the ſevera] Synods and Pro- 

ati doxffoiiually anſwer the fame, as hey will be ao- 
wt es fiend Frebitioners, ho ſhall be { 

6 A w Ent 
ro ſupply the Nertb,) halt noconly Labour in Preaching of the 
Goſpel, buthkewayes in Viſiting and Carechiſing the People, 
inſuch method asthe Presbyrrie of the Bounds ſhall direQ. 

9. The Afſembly do requirethe ſeveral Presbytries on the 
South ſideaf Tay, to forbear to ſertle' any Probationers with- 
in their Bounds, .who-had their Birth on the North ſide of 
Ty, at leaſt until the Meeting ofthe riext Aſſembly ; And do 
require the Presbytrieson the North fide of Tay, troexhort and 
* ftirup the People in cheir Bounds to call Probationers, who 
may . ſented | them, with more eaſe tothemſelves, 
_ leſs difficulty tothe Church ; And the Aſſembly do re- 
commend it to the Commiſſion, to ſee due Obedience given 
hereunto. 


G 10. Tha: 


26 The ACTS of the 


10. That the Commiſſion do froxiitime to time tonfider, 
and takeall the Amicable and Obliging Ways © tofacilirate 
the ſettling of the Vacant Pariſhesi Northren Bounds a- 
bove ſpecified; and asoften as they Thall think it fir, that the 
ſend a Delegate Number, ofthe moſt experienced of the 
own Members, totheſe Parts or any Corner thereof, to joyn 
with, and affiſt the Presbytries in theſe Bounds, to facilitate 


the Planting of theſe Vacancies, and to deal with the Heretors, 


and others concerned for thateffeQ, and that they report from 
time rotime their Diligence herein, thatthe Commiſſion may 
proceed accordingly. | | 

11, Thatthis iſhon, asoften as they ſhall ſeecauſe, 
doapply tothe Government, or any Magiſtrate, fortheir 
countenance of, and concurrence with the Judicatories of the 


Church, in whatthe Law allows, particularly for ſettling 


vacant Congregations. 

12. That the Commiſlion have Power to ſettle Presbytries 
in Caithneſs , Orknazand Zyiland, fo:ſoon as any comperear 
Number of Miniſters ſhall be ſettled there, and to give them 
ſuch InFruQioos at their farft EreQion , as ſhall be needful 
for the Good of theſe Bounds. + a 

13. That all Presbytries be very deliberate in their Pro- 
cedings with any of the late Conform Miaiſters, either in 
proceeding agaioft any of them, when accuſed of us 


controverted Scandals, or proceeding, in order totheir Re- 


ception into the Goverment, on their Applications, in the 


| - Terms of the Acknowledgment, ſettled by the Aﬀembly 


1694, and take the Adviee and Afiſtance of ſomeof the 
- Neighbouring Presbytries, and of 'the 'Commiffion. And 
that the Commiſſion, and all other. Judicatories, in their 
proceedings, as tb Ts of any.into the Government, 
do exaQtly hops the Method andthe Termsof tlie above- 
mentioned A the General Aſſembly . 2694 , particularly 
the ſixth Overture and InftruRion to thiComg: Mon apPoig- 
red þy that Aﬀembly. | | 


All thiſe Owertures ana Infirattions aboventitten, being ma- 
turely conſidered , The General 4ſſembhy of this National Charch, 
did, aud hereby do, approve of the ſame, 'and recommends and 
appoints according thereto in all points:” 1691 3% 


% E 
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General Aſſembly, 1697. 
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AF XVII: 


*HE next General Aſſembly of this National Churchof 

Scotland , is tobe held at Edinbergh ,' upon the ſecond - \ 

Tueſdsy of Jana One Thouſand Six Hundred and -Nine« | 
ty Eight Years 


The General Aſſembly bein cloſed, The Mendis'm were , a 


miſ?d with Prayer, finging the 133 Pſalm, and Rs Y 
the. Bleſſing. 


Colleted and ExtraBted, From "Y Ricards 
of the General Aﬀent] ; By Me. 


]. Bannatyne. Cls. Syn. Natiousl. 


A 
*; "14% | SK OSS LILLEES 


of the Printed Afts of the Gane- 
ral Aſſembly, Anna. 1697. 


I. TJ HE Recording o6:Hip Majefties' Commiſſion, to the 
Lord Carmichael , for 29a TI —_ Majefty 
1511arld this Aſſabblyzino/3/! vida 0) Pape 3! 
2.- His Majefticy Gracious Certer:to the-Gegeral Alﬀenibly. 2 
3,-Atifbr briogin pang anong grin Natnes ofallProbat: 
genes? + the Miniſtryy\yad- Stradeacs». of Divinity; fe 
4. The General Aſſemblie&At{wer'| 10:b1& -Majelties' Gi 
ous Letter. id. 

5. AR anent Overtures, concerning 'the Diſcipline and Me- 
thod of Proceeding in Ecclefiaſtick Judicatories, offe- 

red to the Aſſembly by a private hand. 9. 

6. AQtanent theſe Miniſtery ,; who have not obeyed the Ap- 
pointmment of the laſt rd coucerning the M/fiow 

|) to the Norah; L) 29 Terb; 
þ A. me hl econ Worlip, as _ Cenluring, Ruling El- 


who, neglet | the fame... - 10... 
8. 387 bor punctual Obedience, roappointmeats of Miai 
ſters to Supply Vacant Churches, 
9. Art. ane ee Method of paſſing. AQ of Aſembly, of 
4. gener Cangern 191he Church, and for preventing of 
' Novations. 
10. Overture, for punQual ſending of Commiſſioners to Ge. 
neral = —— and their Attendance during the ſit- 
ing knere + \vut | I 
In. is 9 Prophinkbeks. - DOI ; & wht 54 
12, Commiſinnto fre ti 
gn ery 


Vacant Churches in the and ſome other 
, Cular Aﬀhirs $ commited to to bem by, the "_ AL 


I 3. bY: and Recommendation anent Miniſters to the Ar 


my. 

14. Act, appointing ſome Miniſters to go for the Suppl of | 
L the North quarterly , until the = Aſſembly. _” yon 
15. Approbation of the Proceedings of the Commuſſion , 

appointed by the late General Aſlembly. : 2 3. 

16. Act 


16, Act approving Overtures anent , and Inſtructionstoa 

Commiſſion , for the more full and expeditious Planting 
.... of the North. 24 
17. Act againſt the Deiſts &«. - 


INDEX of the A&s &c. of the General 
' Aﬀembly 1697, which are not Printed, 


T” Lection of Mr. William Crichton Moderator. Seffion firſt 
Mr. Joan Bannatine continyed Clerk pro tempore 


| | Ibiaem, 
The Commiſhoner and Moderators Speeches. loid. 
Comm.urep appointed for Qyertures. - Ibid. 
Cor44irtee appointed for Bills. &5. hid. 
Appov:menr of a Dyey for Prayer. Ibid. 


A. Dyer {pent in Prayer. | «2. 
The Committee for Overtures appointed toenquire how the 
| Mibon appointed by the laft Aembly for the North, was 

. falviled. ; - Seſf, 3+ 
Fea, for nameing Miniſters to Preach before the 4 
maiſtioner , and upp 10g, the Churches ofthe Miniſters of 
Eainbargh, whoare Commiſſioners to this Aſſembly. 16:4. 
The Presbytry of Edinburgh appainted in this Exjgent, to 
_ -gake Tryalot Mr. George O mais Preacher, tha if rhey find 
him qualified they may ordain hum, Miniſter of Danner jo 
Cauhneſs, conform tothe Callgives him for that end, 16, 
Committees Apporgtedl Tor evilpgSypod Bopks, and the 
' : Attings and Proceedings of the Commiſſiga af the-laft 
. Aſkmbly., © i ima 11 122: he 
Reference to the Commiſſion of the Call to, 20, BY 
-. 'anent . the Tranſportation of Mr. A/rxander $teadapgn Mi- 
. giſter of Bearh, 0 Wick in C bue/q « | A Bid. 
Recommendation to Mr, Joby Chrifhy Prohatiqner. to Accept 
of 'a Call from Doug/4s, and Reference ro the CommiGon 

© for ſertling, of that Pariſh, \- $eff. 6. 
oedema 1 in favours of Mr, Job» Gib/on Stydent of 
© Theologie reſiding in the Province of Caithneſs, * Ibid, 
Reference of Mr. John Macpherſon refiding within the Pro- 
vince of Caithneſs ro the Pregbytry of Edimkwrgh, inorder 

-  £© his being licenced ro Preach the Goſpel. bid. 
AR agpnt the Pregbytry of Faighwrgh, and appainting Mr. 
William Mitchel at Cannogate , and Mr. Jeri Hors at Ras 
the Miniſters to go X by way of Mifion, Seſſ. 8, 
AR Tranſporting Mr. John Gilchriſt Miniſter, from South 
Levth , to Alves in Murray. | Ibid 

H Refe. 


Reference to the Commiſſion of the Appeal and Afﬀairof 
Mr. George Hamilton Minifter at Sv. Leonards, from the 
Presbytry of St. Amarews. : 

Approbation of the Synod Book of Argy/e, and of Two Sy- 
nodical Viſitations of the Churches of the Hebrides, Abu- 
de and other Weſtern Iſles. Seſſ 10 & ultima. 

Approbation of the Synod Books of Glaſgow and Air , Merſe 
and Teviotdele. oe Ibid. 

Recommendation in fayours of Mr. Daniel Campbel. l1bid. 

Recommendation to the Presbytry of Aberaeez in this preſent 
Exigent, to ordain Mr, Thomas Baikie Miniſter of Kjrkwall 
in Orkney, upon a Call given. to him. Ibid. 

Recommondation to Mr. H«gh Duff Student of Theologie 
belonging to Roſs, to ſubmit ro 'I'rya!s before: the Presby- 


try of Dalkeith, Ibid. 
Recommendation to the Commiſſion in favours of Mr. Johs 
Daleleiſh Miniſter of Oldmacher. Ibid. 


Recommendation to Mr, Alexander Scheilds Miniſter, to ſet 
tle at St. Amnarews, and a Reference to the Commiſſion; 
to give all the Aſſiſtance they can, in ſetling a Miniſter-in 
the Regiment he ſerved in , or any other Regiment be- 
longing to this Nation now abroad, as they ſhall be ap- 
plyed unto for that effect, Fg Thid. 

Recommendation and Reference to.the Commiſſion, anent 
an Addreſs to the Privy Council, for. putting the Laws 
againſt Prophanneſs in Fxecution, and for maintaining of 


the Poor: bid. 
Reference tothe Commiſſion- anent the Kings Gift, for de- 
fraying the publick —_ of the Church. - Ibid, 
Reference to the Commiſtion of the Proceſs againſt Mr. 
George Mair, gh Ibid, 
Referenceto the Commiſſion of the Proceſſes - againſt Mr. 

Hepburn . DHS Ibid. 


Reference ro the Commiſſion of this Aſſembly, of all Af- 
fairs depending before the Commiſſion of the haſt Aſſem- 


bly, not yer-diſcuſled; | 7 Ibid. 
Reference tothe Commiſſion in favours of the City of Edi- 
burgh , for planting of the Vacancies therein: © Tbid, 


Refererenceto the Coniinifſion of the Aﬀair of Mr. James 
Kjrkweed. 3 | Ibid. 
Reference to the Commiſſion for Cenſuripg Deficients in 
going North upon the Miffion , not cenſured by this 'Aſ- 
Committee for Reviſing the Minuts ' and printing the AQs 


of this rn Thid. 
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THE PRINCIPAL 


T 5 


OF THE 


General Aſſembly 


OF THE 


CHURCH 
SCOTLAND. 


Holden and Begun at Edinbrugh, the 1s Day of January 
1698, and ending the 24 of the ſame Moneth. 


I, 
T he Recording of His © Majeſtie's Commiſſion, Tothe Lord 
CARMICHAEL, for Repreſenting His MAJESTY © 
mn this Aſſembly. 


At Edinburgh 11 January 1698. Seſl. I, 


© HIS Day, The General Aſſembly ofthe 
2+ Miniſters aod Elders of this National 

Church, being Conveened, There w 
produced to them, by a Noble Lord, 
[FO HN Lord Carmichae/, His 
Majzſtie's Commiſſion, under the Great 
; — Seal of this Kingdom, Nominating and 
Appoioning Him tobe His >a $ High Commiſſnoverand 
A 


Repre 


4 The ACTS of the 


Repreſentativein this National Aſſembly, which was publick- 
ly Read in their Audience; with attdve Honour andRefpe, 
and the General Aſſembly Appointed and hereby Appoints, 
the ſame to be: ReEcorded'in the Regiſters of this Aſſembly, 
therein to remain «d futuram re: Memoriam, The T enor 
whereof follows. © fl. * f 
*GULIE L MYS Dei Gratia Magns Britannis, Fran- 
viz & Hiberniz Rex, Fideique Deſenſor: Omnibysprobis 
« Horyinibus,' ad quos przſentes Literg Noſtrz pervenennt, 
« Faluterms, Quandoquidem ex Decreto Noſtro,” "Generalis 
« Eccleſiz conventus, Amtiquioris noſtri Regni Scotiz in w- 
« dectmum diem Menſis _—_— inſtantis par wes wat 
« Noſqueantem abundc:eupidi, quin etiam neceſlarium eſle 
as Juflicances in commodomdiaz Eeceſie, ut ideni Genere!is 
«*ComventusDie ſtaturo debite obſerverur ſed rebus magni mo- 
* menti alio vocantibus, ditto conventui intereſle nequimus, 
«© CumqueFideliſſimus & DileRiſſimus noſter.Conſiliarits Jo- 
« annes Dominus Carwuchael, perplurima edidit ſpecimina,de 
© Facyltatibusſuis Eximijs, & iraiGnſionl, unde nobis ab- 
«4 unde Satigfatum eſt;{Quod ad muneraſummi Officii Intra* 
* mentionati tite Excrcenda & obeuinda, in finem ſupra ex» 
« preſſum uſquequaque eſt - idonevs, Noyeritis igitur Nos 
« feciſle & Conſtituiſſe, ſicuti per has noſtras parentes literas 
« facimus & conſtituimus Eundem Foannem Domumnm Car - 
* michael, Sapremum Noſtrum Commiſſienarium quoad 
«« Effetum infracxpreſſum ; Damus pariter & Concedimus 
*illi, Sacram noſtram perſonam, & Authoritatem. Noſtram 
« Regalem Repreſentandi, preſentiam.,noftram / ſupplendi, 
« locumque noltrum in dio Subſequenti Generali Conventy 
* ranquam Commiſſionario noſtro in hunc Effetum, ſpeci- 
« aliter conſtiruto, tenendi, omniaque alia ad Imperium & 
* munus Commiſlionarii, proGenerali Ecclefiz. Conventu 


Approbaons, 


Generak\Aftrbld, x63, F 
« oxzbeant,  ſt:ite precipimus, & imperamus. Acdenique, 
Kenn Noſtram Commniſſionem, a Jie\fud- \magnan{ bus 
* Regni Noſtci Gigillum preſentibus eſt appeaſum, & deir 
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His MAFESTIES gracious LETTER 
© x 3:4Þ © 
The GENERAL, ASSEMBLT: 
 _ Eadem Seſhone., "Ty _ 
| HE faid Day, His MA erfn's fra 
COMMISSIONER His Maieſtre's 


Moſt Gracious: EP ER, Directed to this 
eAſgembly, Which was publickly Read ih their Hearing 
with all due Honour and ReſpeR, and appointed to be Re- 
catddlin the Regiſters of this 4/embiy, The Tenor where: 
of followes. 

B WIL. 


wy 


The:A dons 
-p "m1 L LIAM. R. 


35 -— 7 


ſe | al Service, "We 

| ov pee Ln who, We 
know, Will be acceptable to you: Foy we doubt not but you 
will A& inſuch a manner ih 'this 4 ly, as that We 
ſhall have new Reaſon tobe fatis hydv. And We do 
renew Our Aſſurances of Our Protetion, and Countenance 
to the Pre/6yterian Goverument, now Sertled in the Church 
of Scotland. : 

You know it is oo Inclinations, and We do 
toyou, to Aſſume the Epiſcopal Mumfters whole 
and *DoRrine,' do render p46: uſefol"ro the a Ya and. 
likewayes the Planting the” Churches in the Norrb; with 
the moſt Prudent wary Pious of your Miniſters: And that 

ouſend ſomeof your number, who are beſt Qualified, To 
Preach in the remote Highland Pariſhes, where Miniſters are 
vor provided, and where there appears tobe-ſomuch need of 
a Reformation, both from Popery, and Prophanity. In all 
which, We expect to hearof your Cate and Performance, 
and fo We bid you Heartily tarewell; 

Grven at Our Court at Kehſingron, the fifth Day of 
__ 169]. nd of OurReign the pinch —_— 


C79 


By His Marefte's Command. 
Tullibardine. "914 1 


To the my Reverend, and Well 
: , The Miuiſters, and 7 
7700 ' Comm ſſioners of of. the. | 
General Aſemebly of the Church. 

| \ bro AO IA" Scots , 


General Afenbly, "rbg8.— 7 
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bbucgh, 3.) 1698, Seſl, $+194 UG © 

May it pleaſe Tour e Majeſty, | 

HE Saisfaftion Your Majeſty Vouchſafes to fige 
nifie by YourmdſtGrici er to this Aſſem- 
bly, with the proceedings of the former; Your 

Majc ities renewed Aſſurances of Y our Protection, and Coun- 
renance t6.the/Precbyterion Governnient; ' now ſettled in 
this Church,1and Youphaving agreed r6'out Meeting at this 
time, when ſo many other ID call iorth and employ 
your Royal Care,” Do lay: ſuch Qbligaridns on Us to Our 
Duty, as We-ſhall eadeayour better" ro expreſs our Senſe 
thereot , in the- Courſe of bur Atings, then now We are 
- able t9.do-by: Words: + ww ', 

Nor is it One of the leaſt: Teſtimonies of Your Majefties 
Fatherly Regard to this Church, That-as you have formerly 
Recommended, and encouraged the ſuppreſſing and reſtrain. 
ing of all Vice and Prophanity, So Your Majeſty doth. now 
teſtify a ſpecczl, Ecncern, tor ' plariring a well qualified Mini. 
ſtry in thoſe Places that want it, and that You are pleaſed to 
excite Us toa cheerful Management of all the Matters that 
lye before us, by the continued Choice of the Lord Carms 
chael, to repreſent Your Royal PERSON now again in 
this Aſſcmbly, wboſe unblemiſhed Faithfulneſs, and ſicddy 
Zeal to:Your Majeſties Service, joined with a conſtant good 
AﬀeQion co this Charch, haye always very fignally, and to 
us moſt obligeingly appeared. 

; The General Aſſembly is ſtill ready to aſſume ſuch Mi- 
niſters as ſerved under the late Prelacy, whoſe Lives and 
DoCtrines render them uſeful in the Church, and who apply 
to them io the Terms and Methods propoſed by former 

Aſſemblies 


J The ACTS. afitbes., 
Aſſemblies, and ſhall recommend the MR Interiour Judi. 


carories. 


In the planting of the North, Tach Progrels as could be 
attained , hath beet made ſince the laſt Aſſembly; and to 
in this Good Wotk, agdpÞvide for tho remote High- 

land Pariſhes, We tetkon an imporrant pare of Our preſent 
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General Aſſembly, 1698: 9 
IV. 


To His Moſt Excellent Majeſie;" 


The Humble ADDRESS, of the National &/embly, of: 
the Church of Scotland, | 


Eadem Seffione. 


e May it Pleaſe Tour Majeſite. "Mt MN 
$ the Commiſſioners of the former Aſſembly, under 
a Juſt Senſe of duty, did Addreſs Your Majeſtic. 
upon Your happy Avſpicious Arrival to theſe Your King- 
domes, ſo We the preſent Repreſentatives of this National 
Church, do now for Our felves, and in Name of that* 
Church, which We Repreſent, with moſt humble Adora-* 
tions, and thankful Praiſes to Our good God, Acknowledge 
His Ineſtimable Mercy tous, in ſending Your Majeſtie to be 
| Our, Deliverer and Reltarer; (a Bleſſing never to be torgorten 
by us, nor Our. Poſterity ) in Conduting and P reſerving 
Your Majeſt:e, through the long Trad of a moſt Juſt and 
Necellaty, but moſt Hazardous War, ( undertaken to aſ: 
ſert and Vindicat the Oppreſſed Liberties of Chriſtendom ) 
whileſt you were Expoſed to the moſt open and formidable 
' Dangers, in keeping You ſafe, in the hydings of Hisowu 
Power, and "in teturning You to Your Loving and longing 
People, Adorned with the beſt of Triumphs, ( the Effet 
of Your Jeep Wiſiom as pap Your Matchleſs Valour ) 
a Solid «nd /Honoumble Pe > IV 
No Expreſſions can reach the fallneſs of Our loyal 
Hearts, upon this great Occaſion, nor that ſincere Joy that 
is raiſed in us, by the. hopes of Your Majefties applying 
Your felt with Chriſtian Princely Vigour, ro maintain that 
Holy Religion ( given us by the God who hath called, 
upheld aad Eſtabliſhed. You.) ro crub the Enormities of a 
Debauchr and Profligate Age, and to quell the monſters of 
Prophanity and Atheiſm, that have dared ſo boldly to bid de- 
fyanceto Heaven, and all that is Sacred: From theſe doth 
. atiſe Our greateſt \danger, leſt Wrath be upon us fromthe 
God of Heaven ;. Ia ſubducing theſe, 'a yer higher pitch of” 
Courage, ſteddy Reſolution, and true Greatneſs of mindis' 
required, than in overcoming the greateſt Armies, in th 
field of Battel, This Noble Archſevyment, ſeems to be Res 
ſerved tor Your Majeffy, as the peculiar glory of Your now 
5 C peacelul 
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peaceful Reign, both by Your Authority, and Royal Exam- 
ple torender Piety and Vertue in che eyesof the World ( as 
indeed they arc in themſelves) the true point of Ho- 
nour, and all impiety and Vice ( tho in Perſons of moſt ele- 
yated Quality and Station ) matter of Infamy and Diſgrace, 
without which no Effectual Reformation of degenerated 
manners, can eyer be expected. 

May the Divine Majeſty, of whom is the Salvation of 
Kings, ( who hath done wonders for You and wrought 
wonders by You, whoſe great and happy Inſtrument You 
are ) long preſerve, Richly Bleſſe and Proſper Ycur 
Majeſty, and render You no leſs Illuſtrious, inallthe Arts 
of Peace, then You have been in theſe of War; And when He 
ſhall have Served His own great and Gracious ends, by 
You in this World, may You be Tranſlated to Inherite the 
Glories of that Kingdom of Purity and Peace, that can ne» 
yer be ſhaken. So We Pray, with the moſt Feryent Aﬀection 
of dutiful and ſincere Hearts, who are, bf. 


May it pleaſe Tow MAJESTY: 


Tow MAJESTIES Moſt Faithſol, 
Moſt Obedient, and Moſt Humble SubjeRs 


The Miniſters and Elders, met in this Natungl 
Aſſembly, of the Church of Scotland. 


Signed im Our Preſence, inOur Name 
and at Our Appointment, 


By | 
Geo. Meldruam Moderator. 


V. 
Edinburgh 1x 5*, January 169g. ante merid. 
Seſl. 6. | 
AT, and Declaration, for Vindication of the Church 
of Scotland, from the Calumsy of Thomas Gipps, Ret7or 
of Bury, in a Sermon Preached by him. 


HE General Aſembly of this National Church, 
1 being Informed, that the Presbyteriars ( parti- 
cularly 


deſign to ſuppart the' Peoples Power, in ſetti 
over themſelves, and that this Corruption is 
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| '$ 
eularly theſe of Scotland) are cbarged in a Sermon preach- 


ed by Thomas Gipps Rector of Bury in England, now Prin. 
red and Publiſhed, . as Corrupters of the Word of God, with 


up Miniſters 
. by them, 


in As 6.3, By cauleing it be printed, hom ye may ap. 
point over this Buſmeſs; in ſtead'of Whom We may appoint; 
And therefore the General Aſſembly, do unanimouſly De: 
clate, That as they allow no Power in the People, but on- 
ly in the Paſtors of the Church, roappoint or ordain Church. 
Officers; ſo they diſclaim the abovementioned Error of the 
Preſs, it any ſuch be found in any Bibles printed in this Na- 
tion, and do declare they do not own any other Reading 
of thar Text, to be according to the Original, but Whom 
We may appoint, Wc: Nor do they kaow, nor can learn, that 
ever any in this Nation, did publickly uſe, or apply that Text, 
to proye the Peoples Power in Ordaining their Miniſters, 


V I. 


LAG for punttual ſending of Commiſſioners to the Gene- 
ral Aſſemblies; and thew Attendance dareing the fit* 


ting thereof. 


Edinburgh, x8. January 1698. foff merid. 


T 


Seſl. 8, 


HE General Aſſembly, taking to their Conſidera- 
tion, the Overture tranſmitted by the laſt Aſſem- 
bly to Presbyrries,anent punQual ſending of Com- 


mit1yners to General Aſſemblies, and their Attendance dure- 
ing the ſicting, thereof; and having heard the Report of the 
ſeveral Commiſſioners from Presbytries, to whom the Conſi- 
deration of the ſame was recommended, in order to its being 
more ripely adviſed, anddetermined in this Aſſembly : The 
General Aſſembly do appoint Presbyrries to chuſe their Com- 
miſfioners tor the General Aſſembly, a competent time before 
the ſitting theceof, at leaſt fourty days, and that each Gene+ 


-«l Aſſembly appoint a Committee oiCenfures to 


noſce up- 


va the dates ob Commiſlions,and the attendance of theſe Com. 
miſſioned ; To the end, that ſuch Presbytries as do not make 


theix 
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their EleRion in due time; As likeways, ſuch Commiſſio- 
ners as does not attend duely from the Deginning, and through 
the whole Dow of = General Aſſembly, and ——_— 
tees which they may be putupon, not having a releyant ex- 
cuſe, may be Solas - the General Aſſembly ſhall think 
fit: And laſlly, the General Aſſembly recommends to Prel- 
bytries, to chuſe ſuch Ruling Elders to be their Commiſſio- 
ners, as may attend ; and ſeriouſly to exhort them when 
choſen, to-make Conſcience of attending upon General Af- 
ſemblies; and recommends the punctual Obſervance of 
AF 4. General Aſſembly 1694. anent the giving in Com- 
miſſions and making up the Roils the night before the Aſſem. 
bly meer, or the next morning, for which purpoſe, the Clerk 
' is to attend in the Aſſembly Houle,” at that time, - 


Ea 

AFG anent the Deficients m ſupplying the North. 
Edinburgh, 21.. January 1698. fot merid. 

| Seff. 13. 7 vw. gs" 


\ 
\ 


HE General Aſſembly having enquired, bow the 67h 
AQof thelaſt Aſſembly, ahenr rhefe Miniſters, who 
had not obeyed the Appointrgent of the Aſſembly: x 696. 
concerning the Miſſion tothe Avvyth, was obſeryed ; and Mr. 
Jo/eph Drew, Miniſter at New Myn#&land, being he j 
Excuſe fornot going (hitheito;Jwas ſaſtained;Burhe is apggin- 
fed to fulfill the time of tis Mifſion, conform to the ſaid AR, 
and if there be any inievicable impediments in bis way;-Ap- 
ins the Pregbytrie of 'Hamilton to ſend one in his room, 
avd that the Commiſſion ſec this done :* And farder, Referrs 
tothe Commiſſion, to ſeerhe Presbytrie of Paſſty fulfill the 
time of the Miſſion of their rwo Miniſters, conſorm to the 
faid AR of the Jaſt Aſſembly. © And laſtly, retgrrs to rhe 
faid Commiſſion, to enquire, how the Supplies, appointed by 
the laft Aſſembly, were ſent up; ' And eways, to ſee. thap 
any Supplies that ſhall be appoinred by this Aſſgmbly, be 
punQually fent, from the ſeveral Synods, and to cenſure the' 
- Deficients, | | 
X IE 
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AG apprivmg Overtares for Planting of the Noth. | 
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CO Cen of. the fourry'»four Miniſters, hath ſo 


tar come ſhort of the deſigned Tranſportdtion,;of: Aftu- 
al Miniſters from the"South to the 'Aor:b, andthencceſfity 
of that © Countrey continues,” The Aſſembly dedares: chat 
Twelye Miniſters ſhall be Tranſporttd:: from the$uth, to 
Jome of rhe following Poſts,( Whictrare-cither Cenfiderable 
in themſelves, or by reaſomof their: Circumſtances, heveſlarly 
to be ſpeedily ſupplyed)now- V acant; Three of theſaids Mini- 
ſers-to the Province'of Angus ated Mearns, Fo any of the 
Poſts following viz. Montroſe, Breichen, Magle,:; Elot, 
Longforgan, | Farnall, or Fettere/6o,. Six of them, to the 
Province of Aberdeen, To anyot theſe Poſts following viz. 
New ' and. Old Aberdeen, Peterhead, Fovera;n, Raffin, 
Mortblick, Boyndy, Upperbanchorgp,, Oven or Old Meldrum, 
and threeto the Provinceet Marrey, \Toany of theſe Poſts 
following viz ' Inverneſs, Ezine," Duffas,. or Keith, 

That try Order ro the aboye end, thePresbytriesin the for- 
ſaid Provinces, Endeavour to pet ordinary Calls; and/in-caſe 
theſe Pariſhes aboyeinentioned - ſhall. neglect co give the 
ſame,the Aſſembly declares, that Calls by the Presbytrie of the 
Bounds, to:which any ot theſe belongs, ſhall be ſu. 
rained ſufficient, the {aid Presbytrie atteſting, thatthere are 
probable grounds T hat-the People will ſubmit, co the Mini 
ſtry of the Miniſter ſo Called, when ſettled; among thenx 
And:the Pexſon thus Called, is ro beJooſed and Tranſported 
according tothe merhode propoſed By the laſt, Aflembly in 
the Oyertures Contained At 16:-Quly where itis granted 
by the Laſt Aſſembly, That ſuch Calls - ſhould be purſued 
by the Kirk» Agent or his Deputs, ThisAſſembly allowes alſs 
a Commiſſion irom the Patithor Presby:crie Calling, Tobs 
ſufficient 10. any other perſon. what ſoever, To pucſye + the 
ſaid Tranſportation, And the' General Aſemblydass (eriouſly 
Recommend it to the Miniſtergol-the; Noreb, To uſe all 
Tenderneſsand Cantien;as tothe Scatsot Uniuerſties, The 
AGual Reſidences of Aloblemen, and Principal Royas Burghs; 
and thar, beioie they proceed to Moderate &-Call, to 
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any of theſe Twelve Miniſters, thus to be Tranſported, they 
Conſult, with ſome of the moſt Prudent and Experienced 
men, in theſame Synod to which the Miniſter Called Be- 
longs. And on the other hand, the Aſſembly ſeriouſly Re- 
commendsto theſe Presbytries,Synods and Commiſſion, who 


ſhall haveoccaſionto Judge in any of theſe Tranfportations, 
That they the'Clamant Conditigw'of he North, 
And that in Effect the competition, betwixt the Pariſhes 
called from and called to; be'nor cetkoned; Bur between the 
riſh called pray} mr neceſſitous condition of the _ 
Andthac they cofſidett ay diſappointments the Nortb 
bas metre andy; 2h | 
4; TheAflembly facderdeclares, That theſe Tree CHH:- 
»:/ters, thus to be Tignſpoited, aretro be raken ovt of the 
Synods alte: 0 of themeut of the fyned of Gla/ 
gow and Aire; four ot them out of the Synod of Lunthian and 
Tweddsale, two of them 'out of the Synod of Mer/e and T e- 
viotdale,and one of them out of the #wo Eeffern Prezbytries of 
the Synod: of Fyſfe viz. the Preſbytries of Conpar and Sr. 
Andrews: 
* '5- ' That the Aſſembly: Nominate Twenty Probationers 
to go immediatly to the Nerth, and. theſe" Probationers 
bornin the North, to benamed in the firſt place ; And to 
help to Deiray che Charges of their Journey thither, that 
they be allowed cach of them ave bungred: Merks out of the 
Kings Gift, fordetrayingrhe publit Expences of the Church; 
Beſide the allowance given by Atof Parliament to Preach- 
ers in Vacant Congregations, and totheſe whogoeto Or kray 
Two hundred Mer ks» And that five of theſe be lent, zoſupply 
the Vacancies of the Synod of Aberdeen, four of them to 
ſupply che. Vacancies ofthe Synod of Angus aud Mernes, 
foar otthem, to ſupply the Vacancies of Marray, #woo 
them ro ſupply Reff, Southerland aud Caithne/5; and T wo to 
Or knay, -and three of them to ſupply Perth, Auchterarder, 
ana Dunkeid Vacancies, and all of them ro continue in.the 
North for a Twelvemoneth. And its hereby Refer'd to: the 
Commiliion, to be appointed by this Aſſembly, xo confider 
and determine, what Probationergare to goe to theſe ReſpeR- 
tive provinces abovementioned,together with the time of their 
Nay and abode in each Province, Which Twenty Probati- 
oners, are hereby obliedged/"#o accept of Calls, whether 
Populat, or Presbyterial, when preſented _—_ the 
Presbytties of any ofthe faids Provinces, With certification 
if they refuſe the ſame, The Presbytries, within - whoſe 
Boundsthey 'are Called, ſhal} havepower ro take their Li- 
cence from them, until the next Aſſembly. 
6, This Aſſembly doth hereby continue the former ſup- 


plyes 
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f240he North, bythe Synods of the South, Granted 
y the fourteinth AQ of the laſt Aſſembly, Defaulking only 
thre Deny ot the. gighteen formerly allowed, five of 
Js DOE Coat CORE: fopp'y 
oy, ay”) | : », [ s, oneto 
1 ; of yn G and two to fupy 
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rterly, and when 
or whece they ſhall ſee cauſe And that*all the members 
thereof, foall give punRual attendance, atthe ſaid Quarterly 
mectings, andan exact account to be takenof rhe abſents 


| $..--That ithbe Recomended toſome to name [and draw 
ppalifto che members of the ſaid Commiſſion, and todraw 
up Inſtructions to be given unto them. | | 
| * That theſaids Commiteesto be appointed by the Generll 
Gommiſſion haye power to viſite the bounds .they are ſenc 
unto, and to receive Complaints from Presbytries, and rc- 
dreſs'Greivances opal Miniſters or Presbyrtries,and to 
inflik Cehfures, todo every other thing, Competent to 
Viſitations; The Presbytris of /xbe bounds, wherethe ſaid 
Commirtee ſhall come, being alwayes tobe Reckoned mem- 
bers thercof, while within their Bounds. | 

The General Aſſembly approves ot the Oyertures aboye- 


writen, 


et 


I X. | 
Att anent the. Printed Overtures, concerning the Dif- 
- Cipline, and Method of Troceeding in -Eccle/taftioh Fu- 


dicatories, offered to the laſt Aſſembly, by a private 
Hand. 


Eadem Seſſione. 


HE. General Aſſembly having heard and conſidered 


the Opinion, of the Commillion ot the laſt Aſſembly 
30 7 dated 
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dated the. 5th, day of the Overtures 


concerning Church, Di 
ing in, Ecclefiaſtick Jodi wing Heard the 
Report of z Cymagſeres x 


ed to 


art His Majeſties, Advocat,” "Ada! 
Lord, RY . and Sir Colts 
Ops ef RO xs of the C rs 
O6ts , tobea Committee for confide 

and the Animas $ made thereupon, and cor 
with the Hard of God, Books of Diſcipline, 
the Generdl A emblies of this Church, andtoc 
is wanting, or to bet added thereto,” or altered 
fo ſer out a new Edition of the ſaid Overtures, that the ſe- 
veral Presbytrigy may have opportunity to animadyert ther 
on, and appoints them en ie” Jodgainant thereanent 


ro the Commillion'el this Aﬀſembly, who are t6 prepare the 


lame sgaioſt-che next General Aſſembly. 


eApprobation of the Aﬀings ' d Proceedings of the Com 
mſion, appornted by the late Geweral Aſembly,. - 


Eadem Secſlione. 


HE General Aſſembly, having this day, had repro- 
duced in their preſence, the Regiſter of the AR- 
ings and Proceedings ot the Commiſſioners appoin- 

ted by. the laſt Aſſembly, and having heard a Keport of a 
Comgpictee of their own Number, appointed to Reviſe, con- 
ſider and examine the ſame, with their Obſexves thereupon, - 
all the Members of the ſaid: Commiſſion were removed, and 
the General Aſſembly having ſeriouſly confidered the ſaid Re. 
port, and Anſxers made by the Members of the Come 
miſſion to the ſaids Obſerves,' and finding thereby that the 


whole Actings, Proceedings, and Concluſions of the ſaids Cem. 
x miſſioners, 


= 
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millioners, contained in the Regiſter thereof, ſubſcribed b 
Mr, 7obx Moncrief Clerk thereto, conſiſting of One Hun- 
dred and fixty eight Pages; Doevidence much Wiſdom, Pru- 
dence and nes; and that the ſaid Commiſſion haye 
proceeded orderly and formally in every thing, according to 
cheir Commiſſion and Inſtructions, and that the ſaid Repi- 
ſter is very accurate: Therefore this General Aſſembly, by 
an unanimous yore, Did, and hereby Do, Ratify and Approve 
the ſaids whole Actings, Proceedings and Concluſions, of the 
ſaids Commillioners, contained in the ſaid Regiſter thereof, 
beginning the x3. day of January 1697. and ending the 
5. day of January inſtant, incluſive ot both dayes. 


XI. 


Recommendation anent Subſcribi 
Synod Records. = 


Edinburgh, 22. January 1698. 
Sefl. x 3. 


HE Genetal Aſſembly Recommends to all Synods, 

for hereafter, to take care, that their Regiſters be 

cory am filled up, always before the fitting of 

the General Aſſembly ; And that the Proceedings of every 

Synod be ſigned both by the Moderator and Clerk thereof: 

And laſtly, appoints the Synod Bocks, thus filled up, and 

ſubſcribed, to be timeouſly produced to the General Aſlem- 
blies yearly, in order to their being reviſed. 


So 


X II. 


Commiſſion, To ſome Miniflers and Elders for Planting 
Vacant Churches in the North, and ſome other Partt- 
cular Affairs committed to them, by the General A ſem- 
bly. x 

Edinburgh, 2.4. January 1698. ante merid- 


| Seſl. 14: 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church, con- 
| fidering, that there are yet many Vacant Churches 
; ? T- on 
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on the North fide of Tay; As Likeways, That there are ſe- 
veral weighty Afﬀairs, which this Aſſembly cannoc now overs 
take: Therefore the General Aſſembly Finds it needful, That 
there be a Commiſſion granted to ſome Miniſters and Elders, 
for planting theſe Vacan: Kirks, and doing what other Aﬀairs 
' ſhall be refetred to them; And for that End, Do' hereby 
Nominate and Appoinet Mr. Andrew Cameron Miniſter of 
the Goſpel at Kirkcadbright, Mr. Andrew Ewart ac Kells, 
Nr. Robert Rowan at Fenningham, Mr. Robert Campbel 
at Stonickirk, Mr. Fobr Hunter at Air, Mr. James Gilchriſt 
at Kirkmichael, Mr. Jo/» {or at Largs, Mr. T bomas Kew. 
nedy at Ballancrac, Mr. /indrew Fayls at Fenwick, Mr. 
Robert Wylie at Hamilcon, Mr, George Clelland at Shotts, 
Mer. Thomas Linning at Leſmehego, Mr. Zohn Scot at Car- 
luke, Mr. John Banantyne it Lanerk, Mt. Janer Brown at 
Glaſgow, Mr. William Dunlop Principal of the Colledge 
of Glaſgow, Mr. Andrew T art ax Carmunock, Mr. Patrick 
$1m/on at Renfrew, Mr, Thomas Blackwell at Paiſley, Mr. 
Robert Wallace m Bereernock, Mr. George Parka: Kilerne, 
Mr, Walter Cempbel at Denoon, Mr, Danie/ Campel at 
Kilmichael, Mr. Samuel Nairn at Errol, Mr. Thomas Black 
at Perth, Mr. /riham Moencrieff at Merhven,, Mr John 
| Tillidaff at Dumbarnie, Mr. William Spence at Foſſoway, 
Mr. Hilliam Reid at Dunning, Ar. William Chambers at 
Moonzie, Mr. Michael Potter at Nurablain, Mr. Alexander 
Dougla/s at Logic, Mr. George Tarmbul ut Allowdy, Mr. 

bn Forreſter at Stitting, Mr. Wikram Dick wx Forgan, 

t, Alexander Shiels #t St. Andrews, Mr. Wolters Mon 
oieff at Latgn, Nr. John Ander/on Principal of rhe Leo- 
nardine Colledge, Mr. ; Je Haddo at Couper, Mr. rob. 
bald Kidde! at Kirkaldie, Mir. Wikiom Mack ar Markinſh 
Mr, Samu?} Charters mt Innerketthing, Mr. Man Logan ax 
Torryburn, Mr. Jobs Spaldmg at Dundee, Mr. thaw 
' Mitchel there, Mr. William Arrot at Montrols, Mr. James 
Ovbure at Aberdecn, Mr. Thomas Ramſay there, Mr. Georpe 
Anderſon at Tarves, Mr, Patrick Innes at Bamff, Me. 
T homas Thomſon at Turreft, Mr. Alexander Forbes at Dyke, 
Mr. James Thom/on at Elgin. Mr. Hugh Anderſon at Crom- 
atty, Mr. Willaw Irnes « Thaorſo, Mr Jobs Forreſt at 
Preftonkirk, Mr. Dawvral Clanic ar Cork ; Dr. Jobr: 
Sandilands mr Dotphingzon, Mr Robert Horzhwr pb ut Glen- 
whom, Mr. James Anderſon at Lintown, Mr. Andrew Mit. 
chel at Matrmour, Mr. Patrick Cumming at Ormilton, Mr: 
David Walker at Temple, Mr, Matthew Selkirk at Crich: 
20n, Mc. Join Shaw at Newton, Mr. Zobn Brand at Bord 
rowſtonacſs, 
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rowſtonnefs, Mr. John Kinaird at Eait-calder, Me. George 
Barclay at Uphall, Mr. Welliam Burnet at Falki:k, Mr. 
Gzlbers Rule Principal of the Colledge of Edinburgh, Mr. 
George Meldrum at Edinburgh, Mr, //i//:am Crichton there, 
Mr. James Kirktos there, Mr. Joby Law there, Mr. George 
Hamilton there, Mr- John Moncrieff' there. Mr. Dawd 
Blarr there, Mr. James Webſter there, Mr. David Wilkams- 
ſon at the We#f?.k:rk, Mr. T homas Wilkie at Canongate, Me. 
George Andrews at Preſtonpans, Mr. Munzo Wat /or at Gladd-: 
moor; Mr. Alexander Coiden at Dunce, Mr. James Raw. 
{ay at Eymouth , Mr. John S:mnſon at Morbattle, Mr, Jobs 
Vetch at Weſtruther, Mr. John Hardie at Gordon, Mc.Ga- 
briel Semple at Jedburgh, Mr. George Guthrie at Oxnam, 
Mr. James Noble at Ecfoord, Mr. Hugh Craig at Gallaſhiels, 
Mr. Charjes Gordon at Aſhkirk, Mr. William Vetch at Dume 
freis, Mr. Jp» Pa:ſly at Morton, Mr.T homas Schiels at San- 
quhar., Mr. George _ at Moffat, Mr. James Arm. 
ftrang art Cannabee, Miniſters. George Earl of Metuill Pre- 
fident of the Council, Will:am Far! of Crautucd, George Eatl 
of Southerland, Wiſſiam'Lord Roſs, Robert Lord Burleigh; 
John Lord Beilhaven, John Lord Carmichael. Sir James 
Srewart His Majeſties Advocat, Adam Corkburn of Ormi: 
ſton Lord Juſtice Clerk, Sir Alexander Swinton of Mecſing- 
ton, Sir Colin Og of Aberuchel, Sir David Hwne of 
Croſrig, Sir John F2milton of Halcraig Four of the Senators 
ot the Colledge of Jaſtice, Mr. Franc:s Montgomery of 
Giften, Mr. Hugh Datrymple of Northberwick, Lieuten: 
nent Collonel Joby Erskmne of Caridden Governour of the 
Caſtle of Stirhng, Sir George Campbel of Ceſnock, The 
Laird of Grant, The Laird of Lamington, The Laird of 
Brod, Sir Adam Gordon ot Dalpbolly, Sir Colin Campbel 
of Arkindlays, The Laird of Colloden, Sir Joby Clert of Pen- 
naycock, Sir Thowas Burnet His Majeſties Phyſician, Sic 
William Denholm of Weltſhiels, . Sir frcbibald Mure of 
Thorntoun Lord Provoſt of Edmburgh, The Laird of Meg- 
gins, The Laird of Torweodhe, The Laird of Fulcrton, The 
Laird of Humbie, The Laird of E:icht, Mr- Matthew Mon- 
crieff of Colforgie, Mr. James Cray of Dumbarnis, Cap- 
tain James Cont, Hugh Blaw late Dean of Gild of Edam. 
$urgh, Jobu «Anderſon of Dowhill, and John Hlardes Bail- 
lie in Aberdeen, Ruling Elders: To bs Commiſſioners of 
the General Aﬀembly, to the Eflec aftermentioned, With 
full Power and Commlſlion co the ſaids Perſons, or their 
k , Which is heroby Declared to be any Fifteen of the 
faids Commiſſioners, Whereof Nine are always to be Mi- 
niſters, £0 meet-and conveen within the Aſſembly Houſe ar 
Edmburgh 
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Edinburgh, the firſt day after the Diſſolution of this Aſſeme 
bly, at ten of the clock in the forenoon; and afterward to 
meet the firſt Yedne/days of March, June, September, and 
December, and oftner, where, or when they {hall ſee need- | 
ful, during the continuance of this Commiſſion; And the 
General Aſſembly requires all rhe Members 'of this Come 
miſſion, to attend punRually the Meetings thereof, With 
. Powertothe ſaid Commiſſion, to chuſe their own Moderator, 
and Clerk: And Siclike, The General Aſſembly tully Em- 
powers and authorizes the ſaids Commiſſioners, or their Yuo- 
rum, to conſider, cognoſce, and finally Determine as they 
ſhall ſee cauſe, in eyery thing, contained in, and conform 
tothe InſtruRtions -_ unto chem by. this Aſſembly, as fully 
and treely, as if the ſamen were in theſe preſents ar full 
length inſert, and ſet down: As alfo, to Conſider, Cognoſce 
and finally Determine, in all References, Appeals and other 
' Matters particularly Remitted to them, by any AR or Order 
of this Aſſembly; all which are holden as herein expreſt: And 
the General Aſſembly do hereby Prohibite and Diſcharge the 
faids Commiſſioners to meddle in any other matter, than 
what is contained herein, Declaring alſo, That in and for 
their Actings, they ſhall be comptable to, -and cenſurable by 
the next enſucing General Aſſembly of this Church, And 
laſtly, Declares, That this Commiſſion ſhall endure unul 
the meeting of the next General Aſſembly, - 


XIITL 


Inflruttions to the Commiſſion appointed by this Aﬀembly. 
for Planting of the Vacant Churches m the North, (Sc. 


Eadem Seſſione. 


I; fo this Commiſſion do what in them lyes, to 
- render Effectual the,Overtures paſt in this Aſſem- 
bly, tor more ſpeedy Planting of the North, and Exerce all 
the Power that is committed to them for that end. 

2. Thatthis Commiſſion, as often as they ſhall ſee cauſe, 
apply to the Government, or any Magiſtrate, for their Coun- 
tenancing of, and Concurrance with the Judicatorics of the 
Church, in what the Law allows ; Particolarly for ſettleing 
. Vacant Congregations, and Redreſfing any Grieyances which 


may fall our, 
3. Tha: 
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3, That when any of the Miniſters, who ſerved under 
the late Prelacy.. wholg Lives and DoQtrines may render 
them uſeful co this Church, Do apply for reception unto the 
Government, the General Aﬀembly, in proſecution of the 
Aſſurances given to his ©Hajeffy, in their Letter Writen to 
him, Do Empower and recommend to this Commiſſion, and 
the other Judicatories of this Church, That they be ready 
to receive them, according to the 13- Paragraph of the 16 
AR of the laſt General Aſſembly; 

4+ That this Commiſſion, in diſpoſal of His Majeſties 
Gitrs co this Church, do particularly cake care,' That the 
Encouragement granted by this Aſſembly to the Probationers 
who are to go tothe North to Preach, be rendered effetual; 
And that they cauſe defray the extraordinary Charges, that 
ſeveral Miniſters of the Nor7h have been at, in carrying on the 
- planting of the North\, and other Publick Aﬀeairs of the 
Church there ; And for the ing the Charges of ſuch 
Miniſters, or Probationers, as ſhall yerbe ſent to Orkney, or 
other remote Places of the North. 

5. Thar if the Cpmwiiſſion ſhall ſee Cauſe to appoint 
Committees, upon occaſion, for Viſitation of particular 
Kirks and Presbytries, or Tryal of Perfons, then the . ſaid 
Commitrees, asto Tryals, may proceed «/que ad Sententians 
but no farder; But that'in chat caſe, they reporttheir Proce- 
dure to the Commillion, who are to paſs Sentence, as they 
ſhall ſee cauſe. | 

6. This Commiſſion may likeways, on the defire of any 
rs or Synod, ſend Committees, for aſſiſting them 
in Viſitation of KicksWithin their Bounds, which: Commit- 
rees may be aſſiſting to the ſaids Presbytries or Synods, either 
in Proceſſes and Cenſures, if need be;- or in Redreſling the 
Grievances of partigular Miniſters or Pariſhes within theic 


Bounds | 

7. The Commiſſion are to Cognoſce, and finally Deter: 
mine in all References made to them by this Aſſembly, and 
in all Appeals for Tranſporting Miniſters to the Aortb,which 
ſhall be orderly brought unto them, according to the Over- 
rures thereanent, paſt in this Aſſembly. 4 

$8. This Commiſſion is alſo:to correſpond with the State 
anent Faſts, and Thankſgivings, 'as occaſion requires, and 
ro {pecity the Cauſes thereof. 

9. The Commiſſion is to give Advice and Afiſtance ro 
any Synod or Presbytrie in difficolr caſes, as they ſhall be 
applyed unto, by them Fg EftcR. | *ry 
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XIV 


AF appumnting ſome Miniflers to go for the ſupply of the 
 Notth, wot the next NT. w , 


Eadem Seſſione. | 


"m3 E General Aſſembly of this National Church,taking 
| unto their conſideration that there are yet many 
Vacancies in the North, and that the Miniſters which arc 
ſettled there, are not ir a condition to ſupply the ſame, in a 
ſutable manner, Theretore they have ordained and hereby 
ordaines, that the Synods be South T ay aiternamed, ſhall 
ſend tothe Bounds of the Synods of Angus and Mernes, A- 
berdeen, Marray, Ro/5, Soutberland, and Catthne/, and the 
Presbytriesot Perth, LAuchterarder and Dunksld within the 
-Synod of Perth The tumber of Fiffeen | Miniſters every 
four Moneths. accordingto the propartions aftermentioned 
viz. That #wo be ſent: to; ſupply the Vacancies of Perth 
Auchteraraer and Dunkeld, three tolupply the Vacancies of 
the Synod of Angus and Mearns, froe to ſupply.the Vacan- 
cies of the Synod ofAberdeen, four toſupply the Vacancies 
of the Synod of £Hurray, and one toſupply.the;Vacancits 
of the Synods of Roſ6, Southerland / Caubne/7. And 
.the ; Aſlembly declares that theſe aboye ſupply's ot fifteen 
Miniſters be fent every four Monet by the © Synods afrer- 
mentioned, according to the following Proportions, viz. 
Thar from the Synod of Mer/e and Texrdale, there be ſent 
three, each tour Moneths, and that to.the Synod of Angus 
and Mearns; The Synod of Lothian, ſhall ſend four, t20ot 
them to' Aberdeen, and #wook them to Murray, as the ſaid 
Synod of Loth1av ſhall determine, That the Synod of G/a/- 
;gow and Air ſhall ſend fizp, viz. one ro Perth, Auchterarder 
. and Dunkeld; three to Aberdeen, and one to Murray; That the 
Synod of Fyfe ſhall ſend#bree, oneto:Perth,onego Murray, 
and one toCanhueſs, Roſs and. Southerand,' as the ſaid Synod 
of Fyfe ſhall-determine. And further, becauſe it is; neccſlary 
that the ſaids ſupplys, who ſhal go tor the firſt toyr Moneths, 
ſhall be there ſo. ner thenthe next ordinarly meeting of Synods 
therefore the Aſſembly appoints the Presbytries afternamed 
to ſend a Miniſter to the bounds of the Synods aftermentioned 
to ſupply che Vacancies there,and that ſuch as ſhall be by them 
appointed be there, againſt the firſt Sabbath of March next 

Viz, 


General Afembly, 4698. 23 
the Presbytries of Chirn/ide, Jedburgh and Selkrig, within 
the Synod of Mere and Teviotdalcteſend each of them one 
toſupply the Vacancies in the Bounds of the gynod of Angus 
and Mearns, Thattheſe fivendminate already by the Synod 
of G/e/zow togo in March, do go to their ReſpeQive Poſts 
and that theſe appointed by che Synod of Lothian and 
Tweeddal todigo'in'<Harch do.go'.to their Reſpettive 
Poſts appointed them, and laſtly fromthe Synod of Fy#+ 
the: Presbyrrig of Coupar to ſend one to: Roſs, Foutherland, 
and Caithne/s, the Presbyrtrie of Dumfermimg, and Kirc- 
aldy to ſend one to Marray, the Presbytrie of Sf, Andrews 
ro Perth; 1 Aurhterarder, aud Dankelds But incate thar 
any of tbeJaitls Synods, haye already appointedrheir fup- 
ply's according tothe AR of the laſt Aſſembly, andifin obe- 
dience thereunto any | Presbyttie havealteady nominat the 
Perfons whoare to go, then and inthat caſe, rhe Aﬀſembly 
doth hereby Homologate and Katifie the [ſaitis appointments 
and Nominations, .and hereby ordains all ſuch, as cither are 
already appointed or ſhall be bereafrer appointed By Synods 
or Presbytries for this orthe Succeeding tour Mogeths ſup- 
ply, thatthey repair to the Reſpective Bounds as aboye: 
ſer down againſt cheix ReſpeRive times allotred unto them, 
and-be directed by the Presbytrieand Miniſters of the Re. 
ſpetive Synods, they repair to, asto what particular Con- 
© gregations,” they ſha}l 'apply themſelves unto, and that for 
the ſpace of four Moneths abovementioned viz. from March 
to Fuly next; And the' Aſſembly doth tarder ordain, 'the 
abovewriten Synods inthe South to ſend to the places and in 
the manner abovementioned a new ſupply of as many Mini» 
\Ners more, -to. continue from the- firlt of July next, till tbe 
firſt of November - tollowing, and ſo forth ay and while the 
ſitting of the next General Aſſembly;and the KeſpeRive Preſ- 
bytrics are to take care, thartheir Kirks be ſupplyed,, ac- 
cording to the fourteenth ' AR of the laſt General Aſlembly. 
And laſtlythe Aſſembly ordains theſe Miniſters, ſent in ſup- 
ply co the North, to Catechiſe and doall appointed By the 
former Acts of Aſſembly under the Certifications:;contained 

in the ſaids Ats, and that they get and produce to their own 
Presbytrie, a Teſtimonial from the Presbyrric, within the 
Bounds where they did ſupply, of their baving fulfilled their 
appointment, and. of cheir Cariage and behayjour, during 
their adode in theſs Bounds, - and the Affembly alſo declares, 
that theſe, named By the Synods or Presbytrics in this ſup» 
ply who' may be upon/ che Commiſſton,. this ſhall be no 
excuſe tor them, toelude the ſaid appointments, / Ho 
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XV. 


| Overtares againſt Prophane/# 
Edinburgh the 24. of January 1698. poff meridiem 


Seffio x5. & vltima. 
HE General Aſſembly, conſidering the Lamentable 
Grouth of Prophanity, Ignorance and [rreligion, that 
is roo manifeſt in this Land, and the woeſul Decay of the 
Life and F ower of Godlineſs, with the ſmall ſucceſs of the 
Goſpel, that's to be obſerved every where, ar this time, 
the General Aſſembly, in a deep ſenſe of theſe things, And 
for the Remeeding of them, do in the Furſt place, In the aw, 
and dread of God, Beleech, Exhortand Require, all Mini. 
ſters, by the Coming of our Lord Je/as Chriff,and our gather- 
ing together unto him, Thatthey take heed to'themſelyes, 
aud to their DoArine, and endeayourto be Enſamplesto 
the People, in all Piety, Purity, and Holineſs, in all manner of 
Converſation. | 

2. That they be Frequent and. Feryent in Secret prayer, 
for themſelves, and the People commirted to them, Joining 
fomerime Faſting with-prayer, and the General Aſſembly 
Recommends to Miniſters' and LIdersin theirſeveral Par- 
iſhes, and Miniſters in their ſeveral Presbytries, ro meet 
ſometimes topether. in their Pariſhes, and Presbytries Ref: 
pective, for private Faſting and Prayer and Conference 
anent the ſtare of che Church, and that part of it, in which 

have ſpecial intereſt; with Reſpe& tothe grouth or decay 
of Godlinefs and ſucceſs of the Goſpel therein, 

3. That Presbytries be more accurate in manadging their 
privy Cenfures, andthat a day be ſet apart ro that' purpoſe 
only, and fpent in Faſting and Prayer together. ; 

4 ThatPresbytries be very Cautious, in admitting In- 
trants tothe Miniſtry, and be accurate andexact.in the Iry- 
al, not only of their Literature, bur of their Pity, Prudence, 
andformer Godly Conyerlation, and Walk, 

5. That Miniſters be painful in Catechifing, frequent 
in Vifiting of Families, andin privac Perſonal ference 
with theſe of their Charge, about the Srate of their Souls, 
and that Minifters be more - frequent in adminiſtration of t he 
Lords Supper, and always Editying in their Converſe, and 

Diſcourſe, and that they deal with Heads of Families to _- 
gadge 


mis Piety, and a careto Reform their Fami 
and to keep up the Worſhip of God therein; Andin particular: 
that Miniſters endeavour by all” Prudent and gaining Gol- 
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pel-methods, to engage Perſons of Honour and Power, to 
fall in love with Holineſs, and reckon ir, as indeed itis, 


greateſt Honour; Andthatin with ſuch ofthem, as 


are yitious, an Humble and yet Holy - Boldneſs ang Zeal; 
be uſed in admoniſhing them, in order to their Recoyery: And 
that herein Presbyrries appoint ſome others of their number, 
to Concur with the Miniſter of the Place, as maybe moſt 
for Edification, | 

6, The General Aſſembly Recommends, to- Kick-Sef- 
ſions and Presbytries, the Vig Impartial, and yet Pru- 
denr Exercile of Church-Dil againſt all Immorality, 
Eſpecially Drunkeneſs, and Filthyneſs, Curſing and 
Swearing, and Prophaning the Lords day, which too much 


ecution of the Good Laws 
phaneſs. 

7. For the more Uſefv], Edifying and Effeual Exerciſe 
of Church Diſcipline,” The General Aſſembly Recommends 
to the Commiſhon appointed by chem, to conſider the Prin. 


abound: And that they 4k. ooches Magiſtrat, for the Ex-.- 


againſt Immorality and Pro. 


- 


ted Overtures of Church-Dilcipline, anent Cenſurging of 


Scandals, with the obſervations of ies 4 

and the Overcures given in at this Aſſembly anent i 
\Rebukes, and the Sentence of leſſer Excommunication, the 
way of dealing both with the Obſtinate and Penitent, and 
anent the Scandalous Negle& ot Parents in vertuous Egu- 
cation of their Children, and the Debauchery of Youthat 
Schools: And to digeſt and Overtuces thereanenr 
to be ptinted and Tranſmitted to Presbytries, with 


t 
the As of this General Aſſembly. And its Recommended to 
the ſeveral Presbytries, to ſendin their Judgement and opinis 


on thereanent to the ' that theſs Overtures 


may be ripened and fer the next General Aſſembly, 

iſ they think fit topals: into AR. / 
8. Thatſei 

theſe of greate x 

Tavernes, eſpecially on the | It, 

Bufineſs, pretend they doit, for ion of 

through which ſome negleRt the public \ 


ds day, inthef Others attend the W my 
Lords day forenoon; Oth —_ 


fiely: Therefore the General Aſſembly 
Miniſters, where ſuch ſinfulcuſtoms are, tor: to the 
People, boch publicly and privatly.cheSinand Evil thereof, 
and to call them to redeem ar” tims way have lors 

rom 


IF 
lies, And to ſet up» 


+ 
a\ 
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from Buſieneſs; and co employ it for Converſe with God, . 
about their Souls ſtate, and in preparation for the Sabbath, 
which will yeild more delight, then all Senſual pleaſures 
can do. 
» And the Getieral Aſſembly Beſcecheth, and Exhorteth all 
Magiſtcatsof Burghs, tobe aſſiſtantto Miniſters in enquiring 


- unts, andReforming ſuch abuſes. 


The General Aſſembly approves of theſe Overtures, and 
ſeriouſly Recomends them to the ſeveral Precbytries, 


2X _—_— wy F* ah A 


XVL 
Overtures agdinfi Popery. 
Eadem Seffione,” 


x. \Hat Minifters ſtudy theſe Controverſies more. 

M. 2. Thar all due Endeaveurs be uſed, to unite 

Proteſtants among themſelves, ſeing the Adyerſacies ger ads 
vantage by our Diviſion. 24>, | 

3. That Miniſters endeavour faithfully to watch the Flock 
committed to them, and by publick Preaching, and private 

Inſtryu&ion and Conference, to prevent Apoſtacy, that 
way. _- : 

That Miniſters 'deal wiſely,and conyincingly with the 
Conlciences of theſe that have fallen'to rand other 
corrupt Principles, fortheir Recovery. mw 

/ 5. That, when other Means are ineffectual, Presbyrries 
would proceed to Church-Cenfures, when they ſec ic may be 
' for the Edification of the Church. 

. 6. That, according tothe Acts of former General Aſſem- 
blies, and Acts of Parliament, The Names of P opiſh Prieſts, 
and Jeſuits, and Traffiqueing Papiſts, and of delewho have 
' ſent theic Children-to Colledges and Countries, be gi- 
"Ven in to each Provincial Synod, and by them tranſmitted, 
38 AQ, Car. 2. Par, 3. Cop.s, | 

7-. That the General Aſſembly apply to the Privy Coun- 
cil,” for the vigorous-Execution of the Laws againſt Papiſts, 
particularly Seminary Prieſts, Popiſh School maſters, Mi- 
Kreſſes, Governours, and Pedagogtes, and Fopiſh Mcer- 
ings; And fot ſeing to the Training: up of Popiſh Youth in 
the Proteſtant n ; In all which, ſome Interior Magi- 
' Nrates, 2are juſtly complained of, as:yery defective, - And that 

: | the 
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the faid Addreſs be preſenced by ſuch, as the General Aſſem- 
bly ſhall appoint, | 


The General Aſſembly approves of theſe Overtures 
And ſerwuſly Recommends them to the ſeveral Pref 


bytries. RIP 
2 boy VIL 
Overtures for Planting the Highlands. 
Eadem Seſlione. 


T. Hat Miniſters and Probationers, who have the 

Iriſþ Language, be ſent to the Highland Pa- 
riſhes, and that-none of them be ſettled in the. Low-Coun- 
trey, till rhe Highland Places be ficſt provided. 

2. That Miniſters and Ruling Elders, who have the 
Iriſh Language, be appointed to viſite theſe Parts- 

'3.' That where in any Highland Congregation, many 
underſtand Engl:/Þ, and there uſed once a Day to be a Ser- 
mon in Engliſh, Presbytries be careful to ſupply them 
ſomerimes by preaching in' Eng/ſh; And that they Cate- 
chiſe them who underſtand not, by an Interpreter , when 
they cannot get one to preach to them in 1r:/þ: And that 
theſe, whether Miniſters or Probationers, who have ſome. 
what of the [riſþ Language, but not a facility to preach in 
jr, be ſent to theſe Places, for the Ends foreſaid; that by 
Conyerſe they may Learn'more of the Language, and abi. 
lity to Inſtruct therein, | 

4. That £ngh:ſb School.maſters be crefted, in all Righ- 
land Pariſhes, according to former As of Parliament and 
General Aſſemblies; And for this End, the General Aſſem- 
bly Recommends to their Commiſtion, to addreſs the King 
ayd Parliament, to taks ſuch Courſe, for this, and other 
Pious Uſes, in the more Northern Highland Places, as is 
granted to thoſe"of Argyle, and'that as they ſhall think fir. 

5. That it be reco to Pregbytries and Unive:s 
ſities; to have a Special Regard in the Diſpoſal of their Bui = 
ſaries, for Educating ſuch, asitis hoped, may be uſeful ro 
preach the Goſpel in the Highlands; And that the Commil. 
ſion Addreſs the Lords of the Theſaury, + ad the 

THe ame 
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ſame to the Town-Council of Edinburgh, and other Pa- 
ke General Aft of th 

exeral A oves of theſe Overtures 
ebovewriten, And EY ond fon. _ 


thereto. 
XVIIL 
| Overtures anent Proclemation of Banns. 
Kadem Seſſions, ® 


ral Abuſes have in, in the way and manner 
of proclaiming che of Perſons to be marri- 
ed, Do for preventing of the ſame, Overture and Declare, 
That before atiy Proclamations be made, the Names and Dc- 
fignations of the Perſons co be married, and their Parents, 
Tutors or Curators, if chey any have, lo? ys, up to the 
Miniſter of the Bounds, in which any'of live and re- 
ſide, tharthereby it may be known,it thelrParentzang Friends 
ive conſent thereto; And that the Miniſter, being fatisfied 
erein, order the Proclamation to be made three terecal Sab- 
baths; which, when made. ſhall be immediately before Di- 
vine Worſhip begin, in the Forenoon, and the Perſons to be 
Proclaimed, their Names and full , ſuch ag 
yard are deſigned by ; in Writes or Contrats of Marriage, be 
and audib Lhe of And that where there ate more 
Chackes Collegiate, in che Place or Town, the Proclama- . 
tions be made, 1n all and every one of the Churches within 
the City or Town, where they, or any of the Perſons to be 
macriod reſide; And this to be atteſted co the Miniſter thac 
marries them 5 Wich Certification of the Cenſurces of the 
Church againſt the Tenn herein. 


+ we E General Aſſembly, being informed that ſeve- 
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XIX _ 

-. Af appointing ſome Probationers to go North, 
HE ſaid Day, the General Aſſembly taking to their con- 
ſiderati cir former AR, anent __ Probatio- 


ners 


[ 


General A/#mbly 169 's. | 
ners to the North, do Nominat and Appaint theſe Probatic 
ners aſternamed, to g6 tothe Provinces and Presbytries after. - 
— viz. Mr. Witham Chryftie, Nr. Adam Scot; and 
Mr- John Drummond to the Presbytries of Perth, Auch- 
raid , and Dankeld; Mr. Fames Muriſon, Mr. Ar- 
thur Shepherd, Mr. George Weems, and Mr. Thomas Ber. 
ril, to the Province of Angus and Mefyes ; Mr. Thomas 
Mitchdl, Mr. David Ander/on and Mr. Jehn Wardes, to 
the Province of Aberdeen; Mr. Andrew Ker, Mr: Fames 
Wedhr: and Mr. Jamgs Curry, to the Province ot Mur- 
rey; M Mcibegh \o the Profinces of Ro/s 'Souther-, 
land and (a: ns A runes Mr. Patrick Menul, and 
Mr, Ar. Me Moog nOepingre tor ONEws Mr. 
Thomas Frazer for — bend and Caithne/r, and 
Mr. James Short for Anda por that there were ſome Obje- 
Qions made by them againſt, it. Therefore the General AC. 
ſembly Reters to their Commiſſion, fo confider the ſaids Ob- 
jeQions,: and it they ſhall ſee my tro excem them, and 
to name ſome other Probationers in their rooms, to. go to 
the Provinces aboyeſpecified, contorm to the former Ads of 


this Aſſembly. 
See the Commiſſions AR hereanent , after the Index of the unprinted ARts, 


: 
—— — A _—_ "— 4 
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X'X. 


HE nextGeveral Aſſembly of this National Church 
"is to be held at Edmburg þ, 'upon the Twe 
KL "34 7 annory, One Thouland Sis Hundreth and 


ty | Nine. Years. 
T he Aſſembly being cloſed, the Members werd bifaifed 


with Prayer, JSmging, of the 133 Pſalm, and ot 


of the Bleſſing: 
| Galle, and, Extraied, From the Records 
of the General Aſenbly, By Me, | 


J. Bannatyne, Cls. Syn. National: 


H A 
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BS 
gow and eAir, Lothian and Tweeddale,"Merſe and Ter 
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frees, and ſome Proceſſes thereinmeationed, and Remarks 


thereupon, | 16. 
AR annexing the Brethren of the Synod of Angus and Mearns 
to the Synod of Aberdzen for a time. 1b, 
rw of Mr. Will:z2m Ruſſel's Petition to the Commiſ* 
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Reference to the Commiſlion, anent ſending Probatianers to 
Weyms, Dumfermling , and Airth. Seſ. 15. 
Reference to the Commitfion anent Schiſm. * "16. 


Reference to the Commiſlion, anent writing to Proteſſourg of * 


Divinity in U/crecht, and other Univerſities, in the Uni- 
ted Provinces ec. As alſo, to invite home ſuch Miniſters 
that are abroad, as this Church hath a Claim to. I6, 
Reference to the Commiſſion, to write to Mr. Thomas Hog, 
to obey the Sentence of the Presbytrie of Edinburgh, 
Tranſporting him from Camphire to Clackmanan. . 16, 
Reference to the Commiſſion, anent the Emolumentar 
Writes of Miniltcrs and Churches. _ Is; 
Recommendation,anent a Centeſima of Niniſters Stipends, 
for the reliet of Miniſters Relics, and Children in di+ 
ſtreſs. 15. 
Reterence to the Commiſſion for preparing an Overture, a- 
nent the reviſing of the Records of Church Judicatories. 
Ih. 
Reference to the Commiſſion anent Erroneous Books, 16 
Reference to the Commiſſion, anent an Overture for preven- 
ting unneceſſary Proceſſes of Tranſportations, and length 
of Papers and Diſcourſes thereanenr. I5. 
Reterence to the Commiſſion, to cenſure Abſents from the 
Aſſembly. Ib, 
Reference tro the Commiſiion , anent the .Defice of the A. 
frican and Indian Company, tor Miniſters,. « ” . 16. 
Recommendation to Presbytries, toſend in to the Agent tor 
the Kirk, a Colleion that was made for the Relief of 
ſome Chriſtians,that were taken-Captive by the Turks, and 
detained Priſoners in Berbaria, with a Reference to the 


Commiſlion thereanent- I6. 
Reference to the Commiſſion , anent Mr. T homas Frezer's 
Petition, | | I6, 


Re- 


vietdate- 2 Yah 


Reference to the Commiſſion, concerning the Tranſportati« 
on of Mr. William Inghs Miniſter, from Kirk patricke 
Durham to Kil/pimay. 16. 

A Petition for Mr. T heodore Umphray, Mr. Cornelius Ba- 
ron, Mr. Hugh Leigh, Mr. William Umphray, Mc. James 

\Kay, and Mr. :i/l:em Bmning Miniſters in Zetland,who 
ſerved under the late Prelacy, now craving to be received 
unto Miniſterial Communion, and a ſhare of the Goyern« 
ment of the Church, being read, and none of the Petitto« 
ners being preſent, and they not known to the Aſſembly; 
Therefore their Petition was Referred to the Gommiſſi- 
On- ' I6. 

Reference tothe Commiſſion, -in favours of St. Andrews and 


Linlithgow. 15. 
Reference to. the Commiſſion, concerning the Petition of 


Mr Kenneth e Mckenzie. I6, 
Reference to the Commiſſion, concerning the Petition of 
Mr. Walter e Menzres. | I6. 
Reference to the Commiſſion, to give Advice to Presbytries 
and Miniſters, upon application againſt Witchcraſt, Sorcery, 
and Charming. Gc. | I6, 
Commitree for teviſing the Minuts, and ordering the Prin- 
ting of the Ats of this Aſſembly, I6. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Commiſſion appointed by the late General Aſſem. 

bly, having conſidered the ObjeQions, made by ſome 
Probationers, Nominate to the General Aſſembly, againſt 
their going North, Do, conform to the Power given them, 
Nominate and Appoint, theſe Probationers afternamed, to 
repair to the relpetive Ptovinces following ; vis. Mr, Zohw 
Gb, Mr. Peter Darline, and Mr. James © Murray to the 
Province of Aberdeen; Mr. Thomas Frazer to the Pro» 
vince of e Murray; Mr. John T hornborn to the Provinces 
of Roſs, Southerland and Carthneſs; And this, beſides two 
Probationers yet to be Named for Orknay, and theſe alrea- 


dy appointed for the North, by the 19. AR of the laid 
Aſſembly. 
W-/; 


CI 


At Edinburgh 2. Feb. 1698, #4 


The Commiſſioners appointed by the late General Aſſem: 
bly, Taking to their Conſideration what is committed to them 
by the 15:4 AR, ofthe laſt Aſſembly, have agreed to tranſ- 
mit theſe Overtures underwtiten to the ſeveral Presbyrries, 
conform to thefaid AR, the,Tenor of which Overtures fol- 


lowes. 
' Overtures, Concerning the method and form of the- proce: 
dure of the Judicatories of the Church, againſt Scandalous 


Per/ons, 


Wi Reſpe& to Scandals, whoſe Groſlneſs make it 
| neceſiary, to bring the perſons guilty, oftner than - 


once before the Congregation, | 
x. Itis Overtured, that after they are convie belore the 


Seſſion, that it be Judicially declared to them, that they have 
rendred themſelves uncapable of Communion with the 
People of God in the Supper of the Lord, and that they 
ought not be allowed to be Sponſours themſelves in the 
Baptiſm of their Children till the the Scandal be remoyed ; 
and that they be appointed to appear in publick to be Re. 
buked tor their Sin, whether they appear Penitenr, or not : 


conform to the Inſtitution x Ti. 5. 20, 
2. After a publick Rebuke, the Miniſter and Elders 


be at farder pains, in, Inſtruing the Minds of the Scanda- 
lous Perſons, if Ignorant, ra to convince their 
Conſcience, and to bring them toa due ſenſe of their Sin, 
and to an Engadgment, and ſerious Reſolution againſt all 
known Sin,” and to the Performance of all known Dutie. 

3- Thar the Seſſion, SatisfaRion with their know- 
ledge andſenſe of. their Sio, do admit them tothe publick 
Proteſſion of their Repentance,in order to Abſolution. 

4- If, after taking pains on them for ſome competent time 
for their Inſtruction and Conviction, they ſtill remain Greſly 
Ignorant, inſenſible andunreformed, the Sentence of - leſſer 
Excommunicatien be publickly pronounced againſt them; 
from which they are not to be Relaxed, nor Admitted to make 
publick Profeſſion of their Repentancein order thereto, till 
the Seſſion be Satisfied with their Knowledge, Seriouſneſs and 


Reformation; | 
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The Recording of His Majeſi's Commiſſion, To the Lord 
CARMICHAEL, for Repreſenting His MAJESTY 

in this Aſſembly. 120 

" At Edinburgh, January 20, 1699. | Sel. 1. 


ZHIS Day, The General Aſſembly of 

& the Miniſters and Elders of this Ne- 

3 _tional Church, being Conveened, 

- 'There was produced to them, by a 

Noble*Lord, JF O H N Lord Car- 

- michael," His Majeſtic's Commiſſion, 

- under the great Seal of 'this King- 

dom, Nominating and Appointing 

| . Him to be His Majeſtie's High 

Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in this National Af-| 
ſembly, which was puny Read in their Audien 

with all due Honour and Reſpe&t, and the General A\- 

4,» AS " ſembly 


The ACTS of the 


4 # : 
ſembly Appointed, and hereby Appoints, -the ſame to be- 
AE the Regiſters of this Aflembly;” thereto” 
remain ad futuram re: Memoriam; The Tenor whereof fol- 
lows. | | 
 GVULIEL MUS DeiGratia, z Britannia, Fran- 
« cie & Hibernie Rex, Fideique Defenſor : Omnibus 
« probis Hominibus ſuis, adquos praſentes Litere.No- 
ic | ag pervenerint, Salutem, go Generalem 
«© Eccleſiz Conventum, Antiquioris Regni -noſtri Seo- 
« te wvicepmo die Menfis Janueris —_— teneri' de- 
& crevimus, Noſque item abunde cupi 1, quin etiamn ne- 
* ceflariumeſſeJudicantesin commodum diftz Eceleſie ur 
<« idem GeneralisConventas Die ſtatuto obſerverur,ſed rebus 
© magni momenti aliovocantibus, difto conventul inter- 
* . < efſe nequimus, Cumque Fideliflimus 8&, Dilectiſſimus 
© noſter Conſiliarius Joaunes Dominus Carmichael,perpluri- 
* ma praclara edidit ſpecimina de PFacultatibus {uns exi- 
© miis, & fidelitate inſigni, unde nobis abunde Satisfactum 
< eft, Quod ad munera ſummi Officii Infra mentionati ri- 
© te Exercenda & obeunda, in finem ſupra expreſſum 
« u{quequaque eſt idoneus. Noveritis igitur” nos, teciſſe & 
<« Conftituiſle, ſicuti per haſce noſtras patentes literas fa- 
« cxqmbs & conftituimus Eundem Joannem Donvinan Car- 
« michael, . Supremum Noſtrum Commiſſionarium quoad 
« Fftectum infra expreſlum ; Damus pariter & concedi- 
« mus illi, Saeram noſtram perſonam, 8 Authoritatem 
« Noſtram Regalem Repreſentandi, preſentiam no- 
* ſtram ſupplendi, locumque noftrum. in dicto Subſequen- 
« ti Generali Conventu, fanquam Commifſionario noſtro 
* in hunc Effectum, ſpecialiter conſtituto tenendi, omriia- 
« quealia ad Imperium$& munus Commiſſionarii, pro 
* Generali Eccleſiz Conyentu peragendi, tam plene, adeo- 
« que libere, ,in quovis reſpectu, quam Quilibet aliusejuſ- 
= Fc Supremi munefis & Characteris fecerat, ſeu quovis. 
© ternpore rettoacto facere poterat; atque ficuti Nos ipſi 
« rerſonaliter praſentes facere poterimus, wen m 3 
« Ampliſſimam noſtram- Ye '&'C lonem. 
* Quzquideni omnia . & , {ingula, a dicto Joanne Domino 
« Carmichael, ini hac noftra Commiſſione proſequenda le- 
« oitime facienda, Nos firmiter A pprobams, \ata habe- 
<* mus, & habituti ſumus. Omnibus & Singylis inſuper 
& ante dicti Conventus & Eccleſiz Paſtoribus & Pres- 
« byteris, & csteris quibuſcunque hujus Regniſubditis, 
« cujuſcunquequalitatis& conditionis,” ut dicturn Joannens 
« Dominum Carmichael, tanquam \ Supremum 'noftrum 
< Commiſſionarium quoadEffectum & modum ſupra men- 
«< tionatum Agnoſcant, Revereantur, 8 dicto ipſius au- 
« dientes ſe przbeant, ſtricte mandamus, & NS 
2 | | | j 


General” Aﬀſembly 16999»: 's 
' * Ac denique hanc Noſtram Commiſlionem, 'a die quo 
© magnum Noſtrum Sigillum hujus Regni preſentibus eſt 
. « appenſum, & deinceps hac Sefſione ſequenti Generalis 


<« Conventus antediQi in. Vigore.continuare declaravimus, 


* & per preſentes Declaramus, uſque dum a N&- 
« bis reyocabitur, In cujus rei Teftimonium, nf 

« bus Magnum S1g1 n Nofjaim appendi precepimus. 
« Apud Aulam noſtram de K/»ſingtous, ſeptimodie men- 


« fis Janueris. « Apo, Domini | illeſimo Sexcenteſimo 
Pr. Nonageſimo Nono, Regaique noſtri Anno Decimo. 


a 4% 4 


Locus © 5 
| Sill 
Appeuli 


"IN DORS0. 


Written to the great 


Regiſftrat. the ei 


| and ; . fre « | Edinburgh, 
January 1699. 


þ day of > «the winteenth day of a> 
; Ker, nuary 1699. A. Home: 


= "I 


His MAFESTIE'Sgracious LETTER 
:, - 7 FO. THE - 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


= Ezdem Seffione. 
\HE which Day, His MAFESTIE'S High 
COMMISSIONER np His Majeftte's 
_ Moſt Gracious LE Cs Ng in the 
General , which was public in th 
Gy due Honour and Reſpe&, and appoint- 
ed to be Recorded in their Regiſters, The Tenor w f 


follo 
* 'B WI L- 


> The A©TSvf te" 
WILLIAM: NR. 


jg? HT Revethn d,” and well-Beloved ; We 
700. We We tave ught fit to allow 
'.. and Col ce g at this _ 
Fiat I E fo 
+ ado L STE age 
ing res; and. Diſcipline ; And.' neſt. 
ly recommend to you, r9fall upon "Methods for 


plangin Vacant Churches, wh? Pious __ Learned Mi- 

kieh isſ0 neceſſary for ſuppreſſing Errorabd Im- 
we ; In the doing whereof, you ball Ru from us all 
due Encouragement and Affiftance.We haveagain choſen 
Qur right Truſty and entifely Beloyed Counſellour Johrs 
Lord Carmichae/ to be Out Commiſſioner, and to- reprex 
ſent Our Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly : and»as We 
have ſufficient experiepceof his Fidelizy to Us, and of his' 
Abilities _y Fitneſs to Dicherge is Truſt; my 
know that. he is cn unto We have lly 
inftrufted him in char 99 ik needful,” and 
therefore you no ye oy ruſt and"Credir. 
We are well fatisfied with your pt vo 
Aſſembly, and We doubt not, | 
this will be ſutable to Our ExpeRation, We leave what 
farther is neceflary to Our r,\ and Weafſure 
you of Our Royal Proteftion and Aﬀfiftance | FIRING: 
Concerns, and io we bid you lirartily Farew 


F'Ghoen k Our mg gn hs Dy 4 
January 169% And of Our Reign F 
v4 4 ' 
By His ; Majeſh $ Command. 
Seafcil. 


To the Fig ; Reveen, Fl pc 
[Be nifters D 

” nets in the Gi Any (> 
he RE: ' Scotland. 
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General Aſſetwbly, 1699. 


tit. 


The General. 4 Nemblies Anſwer, 
(154 ' T og 


HisMajeſlie's GtaciousLetter 
106T\1: | * k 


Edinburgh, January 24 1699: Poſt Meriaiem Sefl, 4; | 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, | | 
dh HE Renewed Teftimonies of Your Majeſty's 


care and concern for this Church, ſo amply fig-.. 

nified by your Gratious Letter, are received by 

Us with all SatisfaRtion and Acknowledgment; 
And cannot but engage Us to double our Diligence 10 Pro- 
ſecuting the Duties of promoting Religion, Order and 
Diſcipline; Plantirlg of Vacant Churches, and Suppref- 
ſing, of Error and pporakicy, which Your Majeſty par- 
ticularly Recommends, with the moſt obliging Aſſur- 
ances Of all dut Chedbragement and Aſſiftance, 

What Your Majeſty recommended to the laſt Afﬀem- 
bly as 10the/Plantifig' of the North ; "hath been minded 
by them, and their Commiſſion and Committees im- 
powered for that efte&, to the remoteſt parts of the King- 
dom, and _ even to. the Iſles of Orkney and Zytland 
with a. conſiderable progreſs; And We are firmly re- 
ſolved to continue Our beſt endeavours for accompliſhing 
fo, good and. neceflary a Work; Nor can We omit to 
notice that Your Majeftics Royal Bounty, did very ſca- 
ſonably contribute, ro make Our Laboursin that matter 
more eaſy and effeQual. 

Nothing can be more rejoyceing to Us, Then to ſee 
Your om Zeal againſt Error and Immorality, 
- Which make Us preſurne 10 beg, for Your renewed Com- 
' mang P thoſe concerned, that Your excellent Laws - 


- aainſ, Prophanity (that to Our, great Greif ſtill grows) 
may. be put to vigorous Execution, without: exception , 
And we carneftly pray and hopsy that G OD who pre- 


during a long and datgetous War 
and Bleſſed Your... bn |. Valour, ' with the coh- | 


clufion. of a. happy. Peace; will fill ſupport, - and affift 
Your Royal Bodog FT rok F 


Irs,0 refor the. manners of this 
Frofligt gge, and = You tl thargreat Work be 
accompliihed. 


be, | We 


8 The ACTS of the 
We doalfo acknowledge the good choiſe, that it hath 
pleaſed Your Majeſty to make of the Lord Carmichael, to 
repreſent Your Royal Perſon in this Afſembly ; © whoſe 
faithfulneſs to Your Majeſty, -as well as his kind affteQion 
ro Us, dorender him moſt acceptable. \ "BY 
- That Your Majeſtie's Reign may be long and happy, 
that all Your SubjeQts may continually make ſuitable re- 
turns of Dy, and gratitude, for all the Labours and 
Ga «proc i have undergone, | for their Tranquillity : 
And that Truth and Peace may ever flouriſh in Your 
Dayes, are, and ſhall be the fervent Prayers of. =”: 


Myy it plesſe Tour MAJESTY, 


Tous MATJESTIE'S Mo# Faithful, | 
Moſt Obedient, and Moſt Humble Subjefts, 


The Miniſters' and Elders, met in this National 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Signed'in Oar Preſence, in Ogr Name, 
' and at Our Appointment. By 


+; _  _ George Hamilton Moderator. 


4 


IV. 


AGF annexing ſome pariſhes to the Prechytries of Stranrauer 
' «34 Wigton. 


Eadem Seſſione. 


HE General Aſſembly having heard and conſider- 
ed, the Opinion of the Committee for Overtares : 
Did by their Vote disjoin the Pariſhes of Ballintr ae and 
| Calmonel, from the Presbytry of Aire, and annextsthem 
to the Presbytry of Stramraver ; and likeways disjoines the 
Pariſhes of Kjrkmabreck, Kells _ and Carſefairy 
from the Presbytry of Kirk izhr, annexes them to 
the Predbytry of Wigton, . which Presbytry of Wigrou 
may meet at Momygaf frequently, and this but preju- 
dice to the- Pregbytries of Air and Kzrkcabright, or any 
_ others concerned, to be heard againſt the Continuation 
| J-.4 / of 


\ 


| General Aſſembly, 1699. 9 
of this alteration, at the neft, or any other enſuing” Ge- 
neral Aſſembly: | And' it is appointed and. declared; that 
this AQ, as to thei faid Diſ-union and. Annexation, 
ſhall commenee' at: the firſt ' day of March next to.come, 
and the Genetal Aſſembly ordains. the' Miniſters of the 


ReſpeRive Pariſhes above-named fordiſ-joined and annex; - 


ed, to be advertiſed hereof, and ro'giveobediencethereto, 
as they will be anſwerabley-andirhar Letters be written 
to the Presbyrries concerned. for thatend. «17 


V. 
Af anent Proclamation of. Banns. 


Edinburgh, 25 January 1699. Poſt merid. Seſl. 5. 
©. ”. | 


TJ HE General Aſſembly taking to their conſideration, 

the Overtures paſt iff the lat Aſſembly, dated the 

24 day of January 1698,,Emituled, Otertures anett Pro- 
clamation of Barns. The Tenor whereof follows. 

The General Aﬀembly. being informed, That ſeveral 

Abuſes have ctept in; 'in'thg\way and manner of pro- 


claiming the Banns of *Perſons to be Married ;- Do for pre- - 


venting the ſame, Overture and Dectare, that before any 


Proclamations be made, the Names and Deſignations, of | 
the Perſons'to be Married, and their Parents, * Tutors or ' 


Curators,” if they apy have; be/giveg upto the Miniſter of 
the Bounds, 4irf- which any - of themtlive and reſide, that 
thereby itmay be known, if+cheir Pagents and Friends 
give conſent thereto; .. And that the Miniſter being fatis- 

ed herem,: order the Proclamatiag ro be made three-ſe- 
veral Sabbaths, which' when made, ſhall be :immediat- 
ly before. Divine Worſhip begin, 'in the Forenoon, and 
the Perſons to be proclaimed; their Names -and full  De- 
ſignations, ſuch as they are defigned by inWrites or Con- 
traQts of 'Marriage, be fully and'avdibly expreſſed, and 
that where there are | more-Churches Collegiat in the 
place or Town, the Proclamations be*made, in'all' and 
every orie of the Churches, - within'thezzCitycor Town, 
where they, orany- of the: Perſons to arried reſide; 
And this tobe artefted to/the Miniſter thar Marries chem, 
with certification of che-Cenſures of the Church againſt 


the Tranſgreſſours herein. | 

And theGeneral Aſſembly, having heard the Reportof 
the ſeveral Commiſſioners trom Presbytries now preſent, 
to whom'the coghderarion of the ſaid Overture was re- 


E commended 


/ 


commended, in order to its; beifigg more-.ripely adviſed- 
and determined/in this Aſſembly; - And fnding that the 
ſeveral - Presbytries were fatisfied- therewith: Therefore 
this General Aſſembly by their Vote, unanimouſly: did, 
add hereby do approve of the faids Overtures, and ap- 
points the ſame to have the full force, and ſtrength of an 
AZ of the General''Aſlembly, / in all time coming, and 
that.none may pretend Ignorance, Appoints the ſame to 
be intimate in all the Pariſh Kirks of this Kingdom. 


— —_—_— M— 


et 


' VL 


Att of the General Aflembly  anent « Solemn National Faſt 
and Humiliation. 


At Edinburgh, the #6 January 1699. Po# merid..Sefl, 6 


T' HE. General Aſſembly making into their ſerious con- 
A. ideration, 'Tharthe many,grievous and moſt hain-, 
ouſly aggravated Sjns and Abominations abounding and 
ſtill continuing in. this Land; haye procured and drawn 
from 'the of the Juſt and Holy LORD, the La- 
. mentable ftroak of Dearth, and Þuſeaſonable Weather in 
Seed Time and Haryelſt, which asit hath redaQed many 
Families of the Nation already into great Ons, ſo if 


Merey: prevent not, - threatens : ul' Famine: As 
likewayWvconfderiag: the ſadly diſtrefſed tate of ſome of 
the Reformed Churches, Abroad, unger Grieveus Perſecution, 
. and the Dangerogs” Condition of others of them, which 
__ call for our'bumbling qurfſelyes tor our own Sins, 
and for ſympathy with others, and. frequent Brayer for 
ourſelves and them:: Have thefefore thought it/a_neceſ- 
fary and ſeaſonable Duty, to ſera part, and hereby do ſet 
a part, and appointthe + , , . Day of Mpch next 
being Ther/ag, for Solenin Humiliation- and - Prayer, 
That G.O D would pardon our Sins, tugn away and avert 
bis Wrath from thisand other Churches, Command Des . 
liverance for his AﬀMifted People _ perſecution, 


| WelkiGipe ſewn Our King, wot whoſe Gorornmers 
we enjoy. 0 .PFace, and . 1 anquillity Laberty- 
of Goſpel Ordinances,diſpenſed with purtty.and; freedom; 


That God may continue the ſame-with Us, and Blefs the 
__ with ſucceſs, grant a Seaſonable. Seed time, and 
Bleſs the Seed with Encreaſe, that. the Poor may be ſatis- 
fied with Bread; Obteſting and beſeechbiog all Ranks of 
Perſons to ſearch and try their ways,and by unfeigned Re- 

| | pentance 


Geieral Aſſembly 1699. 11 
mg and Reformation, turn tothe Lord with all their 
art, that the/Lord may-return to us, and have: Mercy 
upon us and. 'rhe-Land, and/ic is moſt ſeriouſly Recom- 
mended ro all Miniſters, to be very explicite and partcu- 
. kar 1n the acknowledgement ofthe National, and Epide- 
mick crying Sins, eſpecially; theſe that ſee to abound: in 
the Reſpective places, where; Miniſters fexve. And:the 
General Aſſembly ordainsalt Miniſters to intimate thispub» 
lickly fromthe Pulpie-a Sabbath or two before the-faid day 
of Humiliation, And laltly the General appoint- 
a, and bercby appoints Mr. William Duploy, Mr. George 
daram, Mr. John Lov; Mr. Thomas Wilkie, Ms. Gas 
briel Semple Miniſters, Mr. John Camphe! Brother to-the 
Earl of Argyle, Sir Joh» Riadel of that Uk, Sir Thomes K td- 


patrick of Closburn, and John - Alexanaer of Black-Howfe 
Ruling Elders, toapply tothe Lovds of his Majefties Privy 
Council, for their Civil Sanftion to the obſervation of the 
laid Faſh, and leaves it to their Lordfhips toname the day of 
the Moneth of arch, for the ſaid Fall, * 


lth. te 


ho ———_—_ —_— 


. 


VIL 
|. AS againſt Prophaines, 
At Bdigburgh 30 January 1699. Ante merid. Sef. g: 


HE General Aſſembly taking to their common, 
the egzins Prophanneſs, paſt by the 
Aſſembly: January 24. 1bg8, Sef. 15, And. hay- 

ing heard.the Report of Commiulſioners preler, from. the * 
ſeveral-Presbytries, of this National Church, to whom the 
conſideration of the aunFgnenap ets ponies 
» And the General A ing.we pely adviic 

thereanent, did by their Vote,” and hereby do approve,,of 
theſe Qvertures after mentioned, wheredf the Tenor fal- 
lowes. ; 


Goſpel, that's to be. 
the General Aſſembly 


for the Reeeeding af them 


The ACTS of the - 


aw, and dreadof GOD, Beſeech, Exhortand Require, all 
Miniſters, by the Coming of our LORD Jeſas Chriſt, and 
our gathering together unto him, That they take heed to 
themſelves, and to their Do&rine, and endeavour to be 
Etſamplesto the People, inall Piety, Purity, and Holi- 
neſs, inallmanner of Converſation. : 
24) Thatthey be Frequent and Fervent in Secretpray- 
er; for: themſelves, and the People commirted to them, 
Jorg Smnciene Faſting with prayer. And the- General 
A Recommends to'Miniſters, and Elders in'their 
_ ſeveral Pariſhes, and Minilters in their ſeveral Presbytries, 
to meer ſometimes together 1n their Pariſhes, and Presby- 
tries Reſpective, for private Faſting and Prayer and "Con- 
ference anent the ſtare ofthe Church, an@that part of it, in - 
which they have ſpecial intereſt ; with | Reſpect to the 
Grouth or Decay of Godlineſs, and Succeſs ofthe Gofpel 
therein. 'Y | : 

3- That Presbytries, te more Acturate in managing 
their privy Cenſures, and that a day be er apart to thar 
purpoſe only, and ſpent in Faſtjog and Prayer together. 

FT. That Prax wg be very Cautious, in admitting 
Intrantstothe Minittry, and be Accurate and Exact in the 
Tryal, notonly of their Literature, but of their Piety, 
Prudence, and former Godly Converſation and. Walk. 

. That Miniſters be painful in Catechifing, frequent- 
in Viſiting of Families, and, in-privat Perſonal Confer. 
" ence with theſe of their Charge, about the State of their 
Souls, and that Miniſters. be more frequent in adminiſtrati- 
on of the Lords Supper, and alwiſe Edifying intheir Con- 
verſe and Diſcourſe, and that they deal with Heads of Fa- 
milies ta, engage them ro Piety, and a careto Reform their 
Families, andto ' ferup, and «0 keep yp'the Worſhipof 
GOD therein; And in particular, that Miniſters endea- 
vour by -all Prudent and gaining. Goſpel. methods, to 
engage Perſons of Honourind Power to fallin lbve with 
Holineſs, and reckon it, as indeed itis,; their greateſt Ho- 
nour; And that in dealing with ſuch ef.chem; as'are Vi. * 

ious, .an Humble and yet Holy Boldneſs and Zeal,” be uf. 
ed in admoniſbingthem, in order to thgir Recovery :-And 
that herein Presby tries appoint ſome others oftheir number, 
to Concur with the Miniſter of the place as may be moſt 
for Edification. _ g Ss 42> MAR 
* 6." The General Afembly Recommends, to'the Kirk 
 Seffions and Presbytries, the Vigorous,Tmpartial, and yet 
raley Eſpen {oaks mee artomaggt 
- rality, ally-Drunkeneſs; and Filth Curling and 

Swearing, and Foptaaiog the Lords day, which > much 

abound: And thatthey apply to the Magiſtrat, for the 
Ex- 


General "Aſſembly," 1699. 1} 
Execution of the Good'Lawes, made againſt Iniifiorality 
and Prophannefs, * -*.5 TE '7 

7. Thatſeing it is obſerved, .'that in Burghs, eſpeci- 
ally theſcof greateſt Reſorr;'as Edinburgh, many (it t00 
hte in 'Taverns eſpeciallyon the Saturdays /night;' and 
Men- of Buſineſs, pretend they | do it for Relaxation of 
their Mindes; through which ſome negle& the. /Publick 
Worſhip 'on- the LORDS-Ds -wr'the- Forenoon ; and 
others attend the Worſhip dr :!'"Therefore-the General 
Aſſembly Recommendsroall Minifters, where fuch Gnful 
roſters ate; to repreſenttothe People both publickly and 
privatly thefinand evitthereofand:to tallthemto Redeem 
that time,which rhey have free from Buſineſs; And zoEm- 
ploy ir for Converſe with GOD: about their Souls ſlate, 

al in ration for the Sabbath,” which will yeeld more 
delight,” than all afar panes TOP ay 

And the General Aflembly Beſetcheth, and Exhortech 
all Magiſtrates of Burghs, tobe afliftant ro Miniſters, in 
ring into, and Reforming uch abuſes. ; : | 
e the General; rw. oye ray the AR of 
the General Aſſembly, dated the rzrh, Janury 1697. Seff 
8. Entituled Attagain Prophanneſs,.and approves Nx 
Overture therein "contained ancentEenſuring ſuch Mint 
ſters |» of Seſſions, as are negligenrin purſuing 
Scan — "B68 02,06 4? 

Andthe General Aſſembly; Recommends and EnaQg, 
the- punctual'obſervation of the ſaids Acts and: Overtures, 
and obedience thereto by all Presbytries, Miniſters; El- 
ders and Seffions, /as':they ate concerned, intheir fevcral 
ſtarions, as they will be maahiomg x 254 364 2, + iy 

S375 f 48S. ; 2F+ 7 


And 


- 


VIIL 
| © At ajainſt | Popery, 
© 'Eodem die. poſt meridiem 'Se/. Io. 


HE General embly taking to conſideration, the 
_ _Overtures Po paſt in the laſt 
"i bly Jawa 24 -1698. the Tenor whereof fol- 
es. - 
1#, That Miniſters ftudy Popiſh Controverſies more, 
D | 2. That 


. | The ACTS of the 

That all due endeavours be uled, to'Unite Pro« 

tans amonſt themſelves, ſcing the Adveriaries get ad- 
antage by our Diviſion. ' + 

Thar Miniſters endeavour Faithfully, towatch the - 

Flock committed to them, and by publick Preaching , and 

. private Inftruction, and conference, to prevent Apoſtacie 


- that wa 

4. That Miniſters deal wilcly;aod convincingly with 
the Condances of theſe-rhat have. fallen to- popery, and 
other Corrupt principles, for their: Recovery. 

5- That when -other. means are ineffectyal, Presby- 
tries would proceed to-Church-Cenfures; when they (ce 
it may be forthe Edification ofthe Church.;.{u7,. / 

+6. That according tothe Acts. of former General 
Aſſemblies, and Acts of Parliament, The Names:of po- 
piſh Prieſts - and Jefuits-and Traftequing papiſts, and | of 
theſe who have ſent their. Children to popiſh -- Colledges * 
and Countreys, begiven into cach provincial Synod,and 
be them Tranſmitted” as Chat. 2, "Par. 3- Capb. 
—rayromrds, + apy co TY Coun- 
Whorthe: Vigorous Eecoromot the Laws — 7; 


particularly Semi 

— IT 
s; and for ſeeing, to up of Pop in 

the Proteſtant Religion; 'In all hich, ſome Tnferiour 

(Magiſtrates are 'juſtly-complained 'of, as very. defetive, 

.and that'the ſaid addreſs ——_ byſuch as the Geune- 


tal Aﬀeably ann; en 
(Aemby having heud ihe Opinion, 
r1es; COn- 
ans, 10 Gading z that there was no 
prom. x, urea 
that —— His Majetſties 
moſt Honourable SI Council, conform to the ſeventh 
parag > whhed of the {aids Overtures, their. Lordſhips were 
= eaſed to. [emit a Proclamation thereupon 
ie: and the.General Aflembiy being well and 
dy adviſed anent the premiſſes: They by their Vote 
unanimolly did, and.hereby doa the ſaids Over- 
wn and OR fie Gem to have the full force and 


- £ 
J . * & \.- } Bp: 


Gener af Aſſembly, 1699. 
” | I Y. £ ; 
Aﬀ8 anenmt Planting of the Highlands. 
Eadem Seffione.” 


THE General Aſſembly took: wo ther" 
T's over IE wo "Aﬀea 
aRWATY 2 16 Sr tiruigd, tures for lants 
CR Hi bande. feat whereof follows. © © 
Hg Miniſters arid: -Probationers,' who have"the 
Fi Language, be ſenr'to the Highland pariſhes, and 
that none of them be ſerled in the Low-Country, rill the 
Highland places be firſt provided, 

2. Thar — and Ruling _ who have 
the Iriſþ Language, be appoipted to viſit theſe parts. 

Ti res 68: any Highland Congregaeivh,” many 
un erſtand liſh, and there uſed once a day to be a 
Sermon in Eos, Presbytries be'carefulro ſupply them 
ſometimes by preaching in Engl. ; and that they Cate» 
chiſe-rhem- Oo  eteriand not, n_ Interpreter, w_ 

cannorgerohe'to preechi' wo them in"Þ;ſþ, and that 
= herh i Mliaiſters or Proba Probationers; who have ſome 


_—_ green nf ra but not's faciliry to preach 
po ny theſe places for the ends forked, eB 


mhay earn" mote of the Lan 

ENS thetein., fates att 
— ty Sthook-Maſters be erefted in "all 

Hiſhlaentp ' according to forther Acts of Parlias 


 mentiand- —_ Aﬀemblics: And for this end, The 
General AfſetyblRecommiends to their C ommiſſon, to | 
Addreſs the 'Kirg) 4nd Parhament; 'to take ſuch courſe for 
this, and other pibus"vſes in the more 'Notthern High- 
land places, as1s ” mares to theſe of Argyle, and that as 
they ſhall tmok 

5. - Thar it de recommended to Presbytries and Uni- 
verlities, to have a ſpecial regard in-the diſpoſal of their 
yi for Educating ſuch, as it is hoped may He uſe- 
preach the. Goſpel in the Highlands : And that 

x oy a rkny the: Lords of the Theſaury :and 
recommend the ſame to the Town Council of Edinburgh, 


andacher Pampa atrons{x-this cod; .- 
the General Aſſembly having heard the Report, 


and the Qpiniva vfche Commiſſioners preſent from the 
ſcveral Fresbytries-anear the (aids Overrures;.did by their 


hereby 


Ven, 998 y approve : and 


Appoints 


16 | Te: A CTS"of the 
Appoints and Recommends according thereto; With 
this Addition, that the Presbyrries of Dumbartoun, Dam- 
. blain, Autchterarder, Cs Ho Aber- 
to \ Tan, Dj nock.and Caithueſ2;arc hereb 
nas. Mt to 12:8 _— who have the Hh, "pam 
guage, if they can be had,- and that the Univerſities 
where ſuch Students are, be wrot to, to' give an-account 
at... Stu Jenes having tha nguage.they.know-of7 ther 
erve.er aa and wad recommend them 


pl he ytries, .and that care , be 
TY r to bromede, be prouſ' alpola 
ww" rinciples whe 2 ; Ir 


"4 27? "4 W. t v 
Fo or ane 2X £25 7 361, 
ts þ 2 | [ 5 
Revommwerdathe to Precyrrls and — avert oY 
f\ 
Bfr>5 


Bdinburgh, January 37: 1699- ante & min Sell. Tx; 


fore the Getieral Afembly did, and hereby do, [Ream 
mend tothe. ſeveral 'Presbytries within this] National 
Church touſe their —— that Schools he erected 

in every pariſh withia their. "reſpfirochocodiy eenfoen 
to-the Acts of Parlameng, and Gegerali Aﬀernbly,'- and 
it's recommended to Synods. to makes poetiealer rewgley 


how this Recommendation } # obſgryed. ; 


_ , 
PIE PII _— y * Tina 7%} . 
" » "TTY" * <= — —— 
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Ora: fr Plain th N orth, with the k Appin 


os ih 115 


ae, February 3. 1699. ans api "24716. 
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Committee for Overtures, and upon the 31 of Janwary laſt, 
read in open Aﬀembly, and the conſideration thereof re- 

- mitted ro the faid-Committee, 'and any perſons that had 
' any thing tooffer thereanent, weredelired to attcnd thar 
Committee; and repreſent the ſame to them. The Te- 
nor of which Overtures follows. | 

1, 'That any of che Twenty Probationers, Appoint- 
ed by the laſt General Aſſembly, who have not obeyed, , 
in going North, or not ftayed in the North 12 moneths, 
but returned from it, without the allowance of the- Pres- 

' bytry of the bounds, where they were ſent, ſhall upon 
| the defire of that Presbytry,- to the Presbytry where they 
now reſide;be ſent back to fulfil the x2 moneths. 

2. . That when any of theſe, who were born on the y 
North fide of Ty, are licenced. by any Presbytry on'the 
ſouth. fide of Tay, he be ſent North-by that Presbytrie, 
within four moneths after his licencing, and it / be re- 
mitted to the Commiſſion to appoint theiplace, to' which 
he ſhould go, and the time of his ſtay, and that no Proba- 
tioners born in the North fide of Tay, be ſettled in any Con- 

ation as Miniſter by South T'ay, until the next Gene- 
ral Afembly, /unleſs they be of theſe who have been 12 
moneths in the North, according to the appointment of 
the laſt General Aſſembly, but ſuch, who during the 12 
moneths of their wiſſion, having received no call from 
any Congregation in the North, are deelared free to 
come South, and accept of an orderly Call from any 
Congregation in the ſouth fide of T'sy ; It's alſo allowed 
tothe Town of Edinburgh, that if they call any North 
Countrey  Probationer, he may be ſettled, in that City, 
norwWit ing of this Overture, 

3 And the General Aflembly, hereby diſchargeth 
any Presbytry on the ſouth ſide of Ty, to ſettle any Pro- 
bationer born in the North ſide of Tay, within the fore+ 
ſaid time, except in the caſes above excepted ; . with cer- 
tification,thatthePresbytry ſhall be Ceaſured by the Com- 
miſſionor Generl Aſſembly, and the Probationer ſo ſettled 
is hereby declared WA tranſportable, and that the 
Commiſſion of this Aſſembly appoint him immediatly to 
repair to the North, and any place thereof think fit, 
as an extraordinary Supply, and. if a Call be given to 
him,the. Commiſſion tranſport him to the North. 

4+ Ir's Oveftur'd that other - 20 Probationers be ſent 
is year to the North alſo, and of theſe Twenty, as'ma- -— 
ny ascan be had; offuch who were bora on the North 
ſide of Tay, and that they be {ent in the proportion follow- 
ing, viz. Three to the oi__y of Perth, on 
an 


. and Daxkel, Six for the Province of: Angus and Merns, be? 
cauſe there-are moſt Vacancies there;' Four:to the Pro- 
vince of Aberdeen,” Three to the Province oftMarry,” Two 
to Roſs, Sutherland 'and Caithneſs, and T'wo to. Orkney 
and that there |be a Committee:ob one or twaour ofeach 
Synod to nominat- theſe 'Twenry - Probationers; *'or the 
ſame referred to the Commiſſion. Ins 80H, + 2.1 
. . '$5. Thar theſe Probationers,: fo nominated .go how 
ſoon poſſible without delay, to. the: places roowhich they 
are ſent, and to ſtay in the North tor ' 12 Moneths, And 
it's hereby Referred tothe Commiſſion, to beappointed 
by this Aſſembly, to conſider and (determine. of the Pre+ 
vinces, they ſhould goto, 'and'of the time of theibſtay,and 
abode in-each Province. 1 ' 4 v7" 3 
6. That for the encouragement of each Probationer; 
who ſhall be thus ſent, and to help'to defray the Charges 
of their Journey, The General Aflembly, doallow out of 
the Kings Gift, - for defraying the-publick Expences of the 
Church, to theſe whogo to Perth, Auchterarderr and Due 
kel,” 40, lih,cach one, to theſewhogo to Angus 50441b, to 
theſe whogo to Aberdeen 100 Merks, to who go t0 
Murray 8o /th. to theſe who goto Roſs, Sutherland and 
Caithneſs 1001ib. totheſe who go to Orkney 200 Merks,” ** 
7. That theſe Probationers be obliged 'to accepr of 
Calls, whether Populagor Presbyterial, when - preſeri 
ted ro them by the Presbytries '-of any of the faids' Prg: 
vinces, - With certification if. they refuſe the ſame; the 
Presbytries within whoſe bounds they arecalled, ' ſhall 
have power to take their Licence from/:them , un. 
till the: next yy 2 that it be recommended to 
all Presbytries, not to make uſe of a Jus devolutum for the 
planting any Congregation till all -other ' means ' be 


E 4 04+ ta | 
'  $. That beſidestheſe Probationers, ' There be fent 
from the Synods'of the South, ſome attual Miniſters, for 
the Supply of the North: and ſeing diverſe places of the 
North are better planted than formerly, . the number 6f 
theſe Miniſters tg be ſent for thisyear, for ea four Monerhs 
be Eleven, inmannerafter following, Five t© Angus and 
Merns, Four to Aberaeen-province, 'T wo to Merray;out of 
the Synods following, ws. From the Synod of Mey/dant' 
Teviotdale Two, to the Province of Angus; out''of the Sy. 
nod. of .Lothian Three, 'Two'to Aberdeen, "and One to 
Marray; out of the Synod of G/a{gow Four, Two to Anzux 
and two to Aberdeen; out of the Synod of Fife Two, One: 
to Murray, and Oneto Angus, and if the Commiſſion find 

it needful to ſend'one to' Caithneſs, ' they be empowered: 
to ſend one from the Synod of Lothian for the Moneths of 
April, May, and June, -and one from the Synod of Gla/- 

gow for July, Augaſt and September, 9 
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9. That when anorderly Callisdelignedeoany Minir 
ade © the places . privi-, 
ledged by the _8:4; AQ of the laſt General Aſſembly, yer 


ſter on. the Sourth»lide of Tay, by any 0 


Vacant, the proces of 'Tranſportztion may be carried. on, 


after.the ſame.mannerpreſcribed in the ſaid AQ, andthe, 
Aſſembly renewes the Recommendation,mentioned in the, 


ſaid AQ, to all, Judicatories, who. ſball haye, occaſion to 
judpe, .1n any of theſe Tranſportanions, and that they have 


a ſpecial reſpeQ rotheſe;places ;priviledged by, the Aflem-. 


bly,. when they.cepreſeat any:Call; ſeing Miniſters are | 


freed from the tcar of Presbyterial Calk., ..- 


* 


10. : That in regard of the Vacancies of the, Town of 
Aberaeen, and that place is {0:confiderable, and of ſuch in- , 
fluence on the Northern parts, the General Aſſembly Re--, 


commendsto the Synods of Lorkian-and: Glaſpow, that at 


leaſt one of their Supplies each quarter, for the Province. 
of Aberdeen, be a Grave and. Experieaced Man, ſured for . 
the Supply of the Town 'of Aberdeen, and that whea the 


Town of Aberdeez prefents a Call to a Miniſter, before 
any Church Judicatory, they have a ſpecial and tender re- 
gard to the Planting of that place; and hkewiſe the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly doth Recommend to, and appoint Mr. 
William Moncreif Miniſter at Largo, togo and Supply the 
Town of Aberdeen, for the Months of April and May, and 
this over and beſides the ordinary Supply. of that Synod. 


11, That Mr. Hagh. Mechendry, and Mr. John Mace, 


culloch, be fent to Angus or Perth, and have the allow- 
ance for their Journey out of the Kings Gift. 

12: . That « be -reterred to-the Commiſſion, to ſend 
Mr. Robert Burnet to Angus, after May next, 


I3.. I hatſeing itis regrated by ſome who are ſent, as.. 


Supplies that they. have much toill in Traveling, berwixt 
the Vacant Pariſhes of the Presbytries of Srrathbogie, and 


Presbytrie Seat of Murray, Therefore the Aﬀſembly Re- | 
T AP ! and 


commends to the united Presbytries of 7 «rref, Fordyce, an 
Alfoord, to take care of the Supphes ofthefe Vacant Pari- 


ſhes, with the concurrence of Mr. William Chalmers Mi- . 


niſter at, Gairtly, uatill.the next General * Aſſembly, but' 


that the Planting of theſe Vacant Pariſhes,be with the con- 


ſent and concurrence of the Presbytrie of Marray ; ſeing.; 


the Presbytrie of Srathbogie is within the bounds of the 


Province of Marrgy:.. And thatt'be recommended to the ,_ 
Commiſſion, to ſend up ane Probationer more, jf they hays ” 


necd, and ifany. difficulty, ariſe: , in Planting Pariſhes, it 
referred tothe Commiſhon. 


14 That it ke ..Recommended. to Presbytries, to be 
careful 


that the allowance granred by the Aﬀof Parlia- 
' ment to them who Supply the North, be punQuually payed, 
an 


> 
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and that the Presbytrie be careful, toprovide commodious 
ret for Miniſters and Probationers, where they may re- 
- fide, when ſent to Supply any Pariſh; _ areto ſtay 
there for ſome time, and to Catechile the encoding 
to 16th, At of the General Aſſembly Jenzary 12. 1697. 
Seſſ. 10. & ultima paragraph. 8. 

15 That it be Recommended to the Synods of Dramfrees 
Merſe and Glaſgow, to Supply the Presbytries of Wigtowr 
and Srraerever with Minmfters and Probationers, and that 
they be careful ro ſend ſuch, as for Prudence and Fiety, 


may be judged fitteſt for that Countrey, and thar it be Re- 
commended in particular to Mr. John Good Minifter of 
the Goſpel, to'go to Gallows, in caſe that he be not ſhortly 
ettled in a Pariſh elſe where. - 

And the General Aﬀembly having duely and maturely 
conſidered the faids Overtures, "They - by their Vote un- 
animouſly did, and hereby do approve of the ſame, and 
Recommends, Refers, and appoints according thereto, in 


all points. 


X II. 


Approbation of the Atings and Proceedings of the Commiſſion, 
ar" pike by the General Aſſembly 1698. . 


Edinburgh 3. February 1699, Poit meridem Sell. 17. 


Moderator and Clerk of this Aſſembly being membersof 
the faid Commiſhon, and thereforeremoved ) and the Ge. 


thereby that the ' whole Actings, Proceedings, and Con- 
cluſions of the ſaids Commiſſioners, contained —_ 
| | giſter 
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giſter Subſcribed by Mr. John Moncreif Clerk thereto, begining 
at page 169. and ending at page 354. do evidence much Wits 
dom, ence and Diligener, and that the ſaid Commiſſion 
have proceeded ordetly, and formally in every thing, accord- 
ing to their Commiſſion and Inſtructions; and that the ſaid Re- | 
giſteris very Accurate ; Therefore this General Aſſembly by an 
unanimous Vote, . did, and hereby do, Ratife- and approve the 
faids whole ARings, Proceedings, and Concluſions of the faids 
. -Commiſſioners contained inthe ſaid Regiſter thereof, begining 

January 15th, 1698. and ending 18. January 1699. Incluſive 
of both dayes; and the Members of the Commiſſion being 
called in, the ſame was intimate to them, and the Moderator 
gave them the thanks of this Aſſembly, for their good ſervice, 
and then the Moderator'and Clerk of this Aſſembly took their 


place. | 


—_ FY ——— 


a” — 


XI11. 
Att anent Sabſeribingthe Confeſſion of Faith, 
LA 
Eadem Sefſione, 


HE General Aſſembly Recommends, to all Synods and 

+ Presbytrics, to enquire what Miniſters or Probationers 

or School-Mafters, within their Reſpective bounds; have 

not Subſcribed the Confeſſion of Faith, conform to former Acts 

of the General Afſembly, «as-the Confeſſion of their Faith, That 

theſe who have not done it, may be put thereto, and thinks it 

neceſſary that there be a new'impreſſion of the Confeſſion of Faith 
in Folio for that end; 


th. _ 


X LV. 


Commiſſion by the General Aſſembly to ſome Miniſters and Elders, 
for Planting of Vacant Kyrks in the North, and other Aﬀairs 
Referred to them: 


At Edinburgh 4. February 1699 ave mwidiew Sefl. 18. & 
CNN . | 


PHE General Aſſembly of this National Church, 'conſider- 
ing that there are yet many Vacant Churches on the North 
ſide of Taz; as likewiſe that oe are ft woignry alice, 

CO | = . which 


" R. The ACTS of the 
which the faid Aſſembly canner overtake, - Therefore the Ge- 
neral Aﬀembly finds it needful, - that there be a Commiſſion 
granted to ſome Miviſters and Elders, for Ing theſe Vacant 
Kirks, and doing what other affairs ſhall erred to them, 
and for that end, do hereby Nominat and: Appoint Mr, Andrew 
Roger Miniſter at- Galitoun, Mr. Henry Osburn at Tiarbolton, 

Mr. Patrick Lifton at Air, Mr. Jobn Gal/gow at Kjlbirnie, Mr. 
George Chalmers at Kjlwining, Ms, Alexander Kjng at- Bonill, 
Mr. David Fleckfeilid at one, Mr. Patrick Simpſon at Ren- 
frew, Mr. James Hutcheſon at Kjllalas, Mr. Jobs Stirling at 
Greenock, Mr. Willian Dunlop Principal of the of 
Glaſgow. Mr. Alexander Heasſtie at Glaſgow, Mr, David wing 
at Calder, Mr. Robert Wylie at Hamilton, Mr. John Marchead 
at Cammethans, *Mr. John Bannatyne at Lanerk, Mr. . Thomas Lin- 
ing at Leſmehago, Mr. Daniel Campbel at Glaſſary, Mr. Waker 
Campbel at Denoon, Mr. Thomas Black at Perth, Mr. David Shaw + 
at Aberdalgie, Mr. William Spence at Foſſowey, Mr. John Forreſter 
at Stirling, Mr. Hugh White at Larbert, Mr. Alexander Doug las 
at Logie, Mr. Michael Potter at Dumblain, Mr. John Anderſon 
Principal of the Leonardine Colledge of St. Andrews, Mr. William 
Moncreif at Largo, Mr. Alex anger Shellds at St. Andrews, Mr. 
Edward Jameſon at Monymail, Mr. {lex ander Glaſs at Auchter- 
mouchty, Mr. James Hadow at Couper, Mr. Archbald Riddel at 
- Kjrealdie, Mr, Williaw Mackie at Markinib, Mr. Joh Shaw at 
Lefty, Mr. John Wylie at Saline, Mx. Samuel. Charters at Inner- 
keithing, Mr. Allan Logan at Torrieburs, Mr. William Mitchel 
at Duzdee, Mr. John Ramſay at Cortochie, Mr, Francis Meluil at 
Arbuthnet, Mr. William Arrot at Montroſe, - Mr. James Of- 
burn at Aberdeen,' Mr. Thomas Thomſon at Turrif, Mr. Patrick 
Innes at Bamf, Mr. James: Brown. at , Aberdour, Mr.; Willians 
Johniton at Auchterleſs,, Ms. Alexander ' Forbes. at, Dyck Mr. 
James Thomſon at Elgin, Mr. Hugh Duff ax Fern 10 Roſſe, Mr. 
William Innes at Thurſo in Caithnes, Mr. Thames Baikie at Kjrk- 
wal in Orkney, Mr. Hugh Leigh at Breſſay in Zetland, Mr. Gil- 
bert Rule Principal of the Colledge of Edinburgh, Mr. Wilkam 
Crichton at Edinburgh, Mr. John Law there, Mr. George Meldrum 
there, Mr. George Hamilton there, Mr. David Blair there, 
Mr. John Hamihos there, Mr, Job» Moncreif there, Mr.. D«- 
vid Williamſon at Weſt-Kjrk, Ms. Andrew Bonie at North-Leith, 
Mr. Thomas Wilkie in Canog ate, Mr. John Forreſt at Preſton-Kirk, 
Mr. Robert Stark at Stenton, Mr. Andrew Brown at Spott, Mr. 
James Clerk at Dirletoun, Mr. Mungo Watſon at Gladfmmir, Mr. 
Mathew Reid at Northberwick, Mt. William 'Trail at Borthwick 
Mr. Patrick Cuming at Ormiſton, Mr. Mathew Selkrig at Crich- 
. .Zoun, Mr. David Walker at Temple, Mr. William Macjore at 
Pennycook, 'Mr. George Barclay at Uphal, Mt. William Burnet at 
Falkirk, Mx. Thomas Miller at Kjrkliffous, Mr. John Brand at 
Borrowſtounnes, Mr. William Ruſſel at Stobo, Mr. Robert Lj- - 
| 2 >; vingſtoun 


Y 


General Aſſembly, 1699, 2} 
ins floun at Bigger, Mr. John Sandilands at Dolphing wotbien, Mr.. 
Ms Gabriel Semple at Jedaburgh, Mr. Samuel Johaftousn at Sourhs 
dean, Mr. Robert Wilſon at Melroſs, Mr. Gelen at Stitchell, 
. Mr. John Dyſert at Coldinghame, Mr. John Linlithgow at Swintoun, 
Mr, Alexander Colden at Duns, Mr. John Vetch at Weſtrather, 
Mr, George Johnſtoun at Erſletoum, Mr, William Vetth at Dram- 
frees, Mr. Robert Paton there, Mr. James Elder at Keir, Mr. Tho- 
mas Gowdie Juxta, Mr. James Armſtrang at C anabee, 
Mr. James Monzeith at Borg, Mr. Robert Rowapd at Þ hame, 
Mr. William Boid at Dairy, Mr. Andrew Ewart at Kells, Miciters 
George Fart of. Melvil Lord Prefident of the Privy Council; 
George Earl of Satherland, William Lord. Forbes, Robert Lord 
Burkigh William Lord Roſs, John Lord Belhaven, James Maſter 
of Carmichael, Sir Hugh Dalrymple of Northberaick Lord Preſis 
dent of the Seſſion, Sir James Stewart of Goodtrees His Majeſties 
Advocat, Adam Cockburn of ' Ormiſtoun Lord Juſtice-Clerk, 
Sir Alexander Swinton of Merſingtoun, Sir Collin C 1 of Abe. 
ruchel, Sir John Hamiltoun of Halcraig, Sir David of Croſ- 
rig four of the Senators of the Colledge of Juſtice, Mr. ] 
Campbel Brother tothe Earl of Argy/, Mr. Francis Montgomery of 
Giffan, Lodovick Grant of that Ik, William Baillie of Lamiaes 
toun, James Brodie of that Ilk, George Home of Kells Provoſt 
of Edinburgh, Sir Johx 'Riddel of that Ik, Sir William 
Cuninghame of Cummghanhead, Sir Collin Campbel of Ardkinlaſs 
Sir John Pringle of Strrchel, Sir John Clerk of Pennycook, Sir Wilts 
liam Denholme of Weſtſbeilds, Six Archibald Mure of Thornton, 
Sir Thomas Burnet His Majefties Phiſician, Sir William Baird of 
Newhaith, Lievtenent Collonel John Erkin of Carriddes, Captain 
ohn Erskin, Adam Drummond of Meggins, John Alexander of 
lackhouſe, George Moncrief of Reedy, Mr. James Daes of Col- 
dingknows Adyocat, Henry Rollo of Woodfide Governour of the 
Caſtle of Blackneſs, Walter Stewart of Pardivan, James Hamil- 
ton of Pexcaitland,. Robert Martine of Burnbras, John Anderſon of 
. Dowhill, and Mr. Archbald Dickſon of Tourlands Ruling Elders. 
To be Commiſſioners of the General- Aſſembly, to the effet 
aftermentioned: with full power and Commiſhon to the ſaids 
perſons, or their Quorum, which is hereby declared to be, any 
Fifteen of the ids Commiſſioners, whereof nine are alwayes to 
be Minzſters, -to meet and Conveen within the Aſſembly-houle 
+ at Edinburgh, the firſt Mwnday after the diſſolution of this Aſſem- 
bly, at Two of. the Clock in'the Afternoon, and afterwards to 
meet the" firſt Tue/dzy of March, June, September and December 
and oftner, where or whe they ſhall ſee needful, during, the 
continuance of this Commiſſion : «And the General Aſſembly 
requires; all the Members of this Commiſſion, © 'to attend pun- 
Qtually, the Meetings thereof : with power'to the aid Com- 
miſſion tochuſe their own Moderator and Clerk : and ficklike 
the General Aſſembly, fully impowers and Authorizes the faids 


Come - 
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Commiſſioners, .. or their Quorum, to conſider, c ,. and 
finally determine as they ſhall ſee cauſe, in eve contain- 
ed in, and conform to, the InftruQtions given ! hoon by this Aſ- 
ſembly, as fully and freely as if the ſame were in theſe preſents, 
at full length inſert and ſet down; As alſo, to confider and 
cognolce and finally derermine, , in all References, A s$,and 
ſ. -5 Matters, particularly remitted to them, by any. At or or- 
der of this Afſembly, all which; are holden - as expreſt ; 
And the General Aſſembly, do hereby prohibit and. diſcharge - 
the ſaids Commiſſioners to meddle in any. other matters.than 
whar is contained herein: Declaring alſo that in and for their 
A®tings; they ſhall þe countable to, and cenſureable,by the next' 
1uin Cnr CO TS Church : And laſtly Declares, 
that this Commiſſion ſhall continue, until the Meeting of the; 
next General Aſſembly. | , 


os. Fat, 


Infirafions to the Commiſſion inted by the General Aſſembly 
for planting the Vacant C rches itt the North, &c.- 


'Eadem Sefſione, 


1. "FHAT this Commiſſion do what in them lyes to ren-. 
- * der effeQual the Overtures paſt the laſt Aſſembly, . 
for the more ſpecdy planting of the North, and exerce 
all the Power that is committed-to them for that efte&, except 
info far as they are, or/ſhall be altered. by.this Aſſembly ; And 
that they cognoſce and finilly determine in all References made. 
to them, by this Aſſembly, and in all Appeals for Tanietiog 
Miniſters to the North, which ſhall be orderly brought 1n to 
them, according to the above, or any other Overtures paſt in 
this Aſſembly. | | hs 
2. ” That this Commiſſion, as often as they ſee cauſe, apply 
to the Government, or any Magiſtrate for, their,countenance- - 
ing of, and concurrence with the Judicatories of the. Church, 
in what the Law allows, particularly. for ſettling Vacant + 
Churches, Redreſſing any Grievances, ' which  may;fall © 
and that they correſpond with the State,  anent-; Falls ind | 
Timagirngs as occaſion requires, and to ſpecify, the Cauſes 
creof. | . 
3. Thatwhen any Miniſters, who ſerved under the late. 
» Prelacy, whoſe Lives and DoQrines, may render then uſeful 
to'this Church, do apply for reception tothe Government, the. 
Aſſembly do impower and recommend to this Cmnuſ4on, | 
| an 


# 
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and theother Judicatories of this Church competent, that they 
may be ready toreceive them, according to former ARts of 
the Aſſembly. 

4. That this Commiſſion may diſpoſe of His Majeftics 
Gifts to this Church, and inthe diſpoſal thereof, that they do 
particularly take care, that the encouragement granted by this 
Aſſembly, to the Probatiohers. who are to go to the North to. 
Preach, be rendered effetual,- and that they cauſe defray the 
extraordinary Charges, that ſeveral Miniſters of. the Noyrh, 
have been at, in carrying on the planting of the North, 
and other publick Afﬀairs of the Church there, and for the de- 
fraying the Charges, of ſuch Miniſters, or Probationers, as 
ſhall yet be ſent to Orkn4y, or other remote parts of the North. 

6. Thatthis Commiſſion, on the deſire of Presbytries, or 
Synods, or as they ſhall ſee cauſe, may appoint Committees 
upon occaſion, for viſitation of particular Kirks, and Presby-. 
ries, . or tryal of perſons, and do all things proper for any Vi- 
fitation. who are to A& in conjunQion With the Presbytry of 
the bounds, and that they proceed to Ceaſure as they ſee cauſe. 

6. The Commiſſion is to give advice and aſſiftance, toany 
'Synad or Presbytry, applying to them in difficult caſes. 

7. That this Commiſſhon enquire, who are defeRive ih 
ſending Supplies to the North, and ſee them fulfil their Miſſion, 
and that they endeavour, that the Supplies appointed by this Af 
ſembly, be made effcual,under the Certifications contained in 
As of prior Aſſemblies thereavent, and for this effe&, that 
each Synod and Presbytry, ſend in quarterly to the Commif- 
fion, 'an account of the names of the perſons, they appoint for 
Supplies, and the places to which they are ſent, and that ano- 
ther double thereof be each 4 Moneths ſent to the Presbytry 
or Province to which they ſend, Pat. 

- $8. Thatthis Commiſſion ſhall have power, to add to, or alter 
the InftruQtions given to the Presbytries of Orknay and Zgtland, 
as they ſhall ſee cauſe, on with reference to Tran- 
{portation of Miniſters , becauſe ot the fad circumſtances that 

ome Miniſters thereare in, that they be ready to give advice 
and aſſiſtance to theſe Presbytries, as they are required, becauſe 
they have not Synods in theie bounds, 
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Overtares for Promoving the Knowledge of God inthe Highlands, - 
. and for Rendering the Att made Sell. 10. of this Aſſembly, the 
more effettaal | | | 


Fadem Seffione. 


, ; 
n F* HAT each Presbytry, giveup yeatly to the General 
| Aftembly, a diftin&t account, 0 tkcders and Stu- 
dents of Divinity within their bounds, who have the Iriſh 


Lg | 7 - 
2, That enquiry- be made, what Miniſters are ſettled in 
the Lowlands, who have the Iriſb Language, . that they 
may be ſent on Supply to Vacant and Highland __ and If 
they get orderly Calls, they be Tranſported to the Highlands. 

3. "That ſeing a great number of Bibles, have been on the 
C of diverſe Charitable perfons in Exgtand,% ſome in'Scot- 
lewd Tranſlated and Printed in the 1riſb Language,and ſent down 
t0 this Kingdom, to bediſperſed, chiefly for rhe uſe of the poor, 
and many of them, are nor yet diftributed, and diverſe Pariſhes 
in the Highland parts, have gorten none ofthem, it be recom- 
mended to Mr. David Bizir Mr. William Crichton, Me.” John 
Lav, Mr. Gilbert Rule, Mr, George Meldram, Mr. John Moncreif, 
Mr. George Hamilton Moderator, and to the Earls of Sutherland 
and Till;bardjnme the Lord Aberachle, and Laird of Grant, to 
enquire how many of theſe Bibles, whether Printed in_the Ro- 
man or Iriſh CharaRer are already diftribured; and how agd 
ro whom, and how many does yer remain, and to make diſtri- 
bution of them, -rcodifferent fm the Church, int fuch propor- 
tion, as'may be moſt for Edification, and rhatthey. be deliyer- 
ed and diſtributed by the order of any three of this Committee, 
on ſufficient Receiptaby the Receiver, and that Presbytrics and 
Miniſters of each pariſh, be careful of rhe due © diftribution 
of what is received, andan account thereof ſent to the next Ge- 
neral Aſſembly. Fg 00x Pp | 

. Thar it be Recommended to all, but eſpecially to Pres- 
bytries who have Highland pariſhes, to conſider what may be 
done for getting a Fond for a. new Impreſſion of the Bible in 
the Iriſþ Language, and of the Pſalms in meeter, and of the 
Shorter Catechiſme. | 

5. Thar ſeing it is Informed, there was 1000 /b. Scots, 
given by the Lords of His Majeſties Theaſury, for Binding of 
theſe Bibles, and ather Charges anent them, it be Recommend- 
ed 
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ed to the foreſaid Committee, -or to the Commiſſion, to enquire/ 
to whom that money was given, and- on what Terms, and 
how- imployed, and if there be any of it yet remaning, after 
the Defraying of the Charges foreſaid, that it be allotred for the 
help ofa Fond for a new Imprefſion, 

. Thar it be Recommended ro the Synod of Argyle, to 
Tranſlate the Confeſfion of Faith- of this Church, and' che Larger 
Catechiſme in the Iriſþ Language, the Leſſer Carechiſme and 
P/alms;being Tranſlated already 1n that Langage fed that they 
exaAly notice apy Typographical Errors, which may be found 
in the late Impreſſion of rhe Bible, in the In Language; 
that they may be amended in a new Impreſſion. 

; That it be. Recommended to the Synod of Aroy/e, that 
as they have done worthily hitherto, in Viſiting the Country 
and lilands within their bounds, ſo they would continue, and 
abound more. and more, and be ready to affiſt their Neigh- 
bours, as they are called and have prays k T9170 

$. That there be a'Commitree, for Viſiting the Highland 
Pariſhes of Dumbarton, Siriuling, and Perth, Shyres, of the per= 
ſons following iz. Mr. John Anderſon Miniiter at Drymmen, 
Mr. Robert Anderſon at Perth, Mr. John Campbel at Monivaird 
Mr. David Shaw at Aberdalgy, Mr. Alexanig Dowglas of Logy, 
Mr. Alexanaer Dining at Abernethy, Miniſters, the' Earl . of 
Tilliberdine, Viſcount of Dipline, Lord "Ruthven, Sit” Colin 
Campbel of Aberuchle, one of the Senators of the Collkedge of 
Juſtice, the Laird of Meggizs and Lauchlan Mackintoſþ Elders, 

g. And that the Synod of Aberdeen, at their meeting in A- 
pril next, do appoint ſome of the Miniſters and Elders 1n their 
bounds to be a Committee, to Vilſite the few Highland Paris 
ſhes in their Province. 

10. And that Mr. David Cuming Miniſter at Edinkilly, 
Mr. Alexander Forbes at Dyck, and Mr. Donald Mackintoſh at 
Dauthel, Miniſters: together with the Lairds of Grant; Brody 
and Collodine Elders, with any other that the Presbytry of 
Murrey may appoint of their own: Number, to be a Committee 
to Viſite the Highland Pariſhes within the Province and Synod 
Of Murray. | 

LI, And that Mr, William Innes Miniſter at Tharſo, Mr, 
Walter Denoon at Golpſie, Mr. John Monro at Rhe, Mt. John 
Macpherſon at Farr, Mr. William. Stewart at Kzltearn, and 
Mr. Hugh Duff at Ferne, with the: Lairds of Foulis and Dal- 
pholey and William-Roſs of Alaje, be a Commitree, to Viſite the 
Highlana.Pariſhes of Roſs, Sutherland and Caithneſs. 

12. Andthat theſe Committees Viſite the Kirks, Mariſes, 
Gleibs, and it need be perambalar, the Pariſhes, and conſider 
how they may be more commodionlly divided, or annexed, 
or where there 1s need of new Eretions, and how the fame may 
be moſt conveniently accompliſhed. 

| 12 And 
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13. - And thatthey viſit the Schools, within the ſaids Bounds, 
and endeavour toget Scheols Ereed, according to the 4& of 
Parliament, where they are not, and apply to theſe, whathave . 
the care and charge of diſpoſing of the Kings Gift, out of the 
Biſhoprick of Danke/d, or any other Gift His Maſſty, may 
grant toother places, for tharend, that where it is needful they | 
may have more Schools in one pariſh whereit's large and ſpaci- 
ous, than theſe provided by A of Parliament. 

14. And that they doall and every thing proper fora Com- 
mittee for viſitation to do, and to Report their Diligence tothe 
next General Aﬀembly, and from time to time to the Comimiſ- 
ſion appointed by this Aſſembly, - who are hereby impowered 
to give them advice on-all occafions, and to draw the: ſeveral 
Commiſſions tothe reſpeRive Committces to the effe& above- 
ſpecified, arid appoint the rime and place of their firſt meeting 
reſpeive, with power to the Commiſſion toadd ſuch of their 
number as they ſhall think fit, -with power alſo to the above 
mentioned Committees, to chuſe their own Moderators and 
Clerks and to appoint the diets and places of their after-meet- 


ings. 

-— That the King be addreſſed for the effeft of his Royal 
Munificence, in favours of themore Northern Highland places, 
as he hath done to the Synods of Argyle and Perth, and the con- 
currence of the Nobility and Gentry concerned, be deſired for 
this end. 

The General Aſſembly having ſeveral times heard and con- 
ſidered the abovewritten Oyertures, They by their vote- un- 
animouſly did, and hereby do approve thereof; And Appoints, 
Refers, and Recommends according thereto, in all points, 


PE 


. 
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X VII. 


Eb HE next General Aſſembly of this National Church is to 
be held at Edinburgh, upon the firſt Fridzy of February, 

One Thouſand Seven Hundred Years. . | 
The Aſſembly _ cloſed, the Members were diſmiſſed with Pray. 


' &r, ſinging the 133 Pſalm, and pronouncing of the Bleſſing. | 
| Colletfed, and Extraffed, From the Records of 
' the General Aſiembly, By Me, 


\ J. Bannatyne, Cls, Syn. National. 
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Of the Printed Ads of the'Ge- 
neral Aſſembly 1699. 


Ts Recording of His Majeſtie's Conice) to 


the Lon Carmichael for Repreſenting His Ty 
in this Aſſembly. i”. Pape 3. 
2, His Majeſtic's Gracious Ks tothe General Aſſembly. >, 63 
3. Tha eneral Aſſemblies Anſwer to His Majeſtie's 


it Gracious Letter. ; 
F.p AR a drm {ome pariſhes to the Presbytries of Wig: | 
| toun and Stranrauer. g. 


s. AQ anent proclamation of Banns. 
6, AR of the General Aſſembly, anent a a Solemn N ational 


Faft and Humiliation. Io. 
7. A againſt Prophanneſs. IT. 
$8. Act againſt Popery. I13. 
9. Act anent planting of the Highlands. 1-158. 
10. Recommendation to Pr esbytries and Synods anent 

Schools. I6, 
11. Overtures for Planting the North,with the Aprobation + 
thereof. Ibid. 


12, Approbation of the Aftings and proceedings of the 
Commiſſion appointed by the General Aſſembly 1698.” 20 
13. AQ anent the Subſcribing the Confeſſion of Faith 21 
14. Commiſſion bythe General Aſſembly to' ſome Mini- 
ſters and Elders for planting of Vacant Churches in 
the North, and other Affairs referred to them. Ibid. 
I 5. InftruRtions to the Commiſſion appointed by the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly for planting the Vacant Churches in 
the North, &c. 24. 
16. Overtures for promoving theknowledge of God,in the 
Highlands, and for rendering the Att made Seſſion 
10. of this Aſſembly-the more effeftual. 
17. Appoigtment of the next Diet of the General Aſſembly. "s 


H INDEX 


EI IMs 
Of the ACTS &«. of the Geheral 
Aſſembly 1699. which are not 
here Printed. | 


PH HE meeting, and opening of the General Aſſembly '(af- 


ter Sermon) by Mr. George Meldram Moderatar of the 

aſt Aſſembly. arſe 
Ele&tjon of Mr. George Hamilton Moderator. Seſſ. x. 
Mr. John Bannatyne choſen Clerk to this Aſſembly.  _ Ibiden 


'The Commiſſioner and Moderator's Speeches, TETT IE 
Committee for drawing an Anſwer tothe Kings Letter. 16. 
Committee for Overtwres. Ib. 
Commirtee for Bills, References and Appeals. | I. 


Appointment of a Diet for Prayer. Ib. 
Some Miniſters appointed to Preach before the Commiſſioner, 
and Supply the Kirks of the. Miniſters of Edinburgh, who 
are Members of the General Aſſembly, and they ordered to 
name qthers to ſucceed them. Ib. 
A Diet ſpent in Prayer. Seſſ. 2. 
The Presbytries of Cairhneſsand Orknxy excuſed, for not ſendi g 
Commiſſioners to this General Aﬀerably, and the conſide- 
ration of Lezters therefrom remitted to a Committee. Seſſ. 3. 
Committee for Cognoſceing upon the dates ofCommiſſions,con- 
form to the 6 Attofthe laſt General Aſſembly 1698. 1, 
Committee for _ the Jrocceciggs of the Commiſſion of 
of the General Aſſembly 1698. . ,, Ibid. & Seſſ. 8. 
Committees for: reviſing Synod-Books, Ib. 
AR appointing the'Sywoa-Book of Argyle to be brought to the 
next General bly. _— Ib. 
The Presbytries inthe- Provinces of Angas, Merns, Aberdeen, 
Murray, Roſs, Sutherland, Caithneſs, Orknay and Z;tland, ap- 
inted to bring their Records to the next General Afſem- 


ly to be reviſed, hb, 
Committee for conſidering the ſtate of the North-Highlands &c. 
: | Ib. 


ARt RejeQing the Appeal of Aberdeen anent their Proceſs con- 
cerning the Tranfſportation,of Mr. William Mitchel from 
Dundee to Aberdeen. * | Ib. 

. A 


| oy. | 

A Letter of thanks from the Conſiſtory of theſe of the Reform- 
ed Religion in Kpnzg5berg, .for the Chariry of this Church 
and Nation, to help to Build their Church. 16 
Committee for receiving the Liſts of Probationers and Stu- 
dents, according.to the 3,, AQ of the General Aﬀſembly 

1697. x | 'Seſſ. 
Repces of a Committee appointed by the laſt Aſſembly, oh __ 
. vifing the Overtures anent Diſcipline, and the appointment 
continued, with a new addition of ſome Members to thar 
Committee. | ; | 16 
Committee to name ſome Miniſters for Supplying Aberdeen, Ib 
A@ Tranſporting Mr. Johz Anderſon Miniſter, trom Weftkir+ 
to St Andrews, tj BITI - Seſſ. 5 and 15 
The Commiſſioners from the Presbytry of Srranrauer, excuſed 
for not attending this Aſſembly. Seſſ. 6 
Mr. Gilbert Rule Prigcipalot the Colledge of Edinburgh,Commi- 
- foner there from,exculſed for not atrending this Aſſembly. Seſſ. 7 
AR appointing Mr. Thomas Wilkie Miniſter at Canogate, Mr. 
James Clark and Mr. David Broun Miniſters, to go to Aber- 
deen, and Supply them with Preaching. Ib 
AR refuſing to Tranſport Mr. James Stirline Miniſter to Aber= 
deen or Barony paiiſh of Glaſgow, and continuing him at Kjl- 
barchan. . Seſſ. 4 5 and 7. 
AQ Suſtaining an Appeal,from the Presbytry of &r/ktoun, made 
by the pariſh of Dalmexy to the General Aſſembly, anent the 
Tranſportation of Mr. George Jobnſfoun Miniſter from Eres 
roun to Dalmeny, and ordaining the pariſh of Erſktown to be 
cired before the. General Aſſembly. Seſſ. 8 
AR taking off the Sentence of Suſpenſion and Depoſicion,. off 
Mr. Wilkan Ruſſel lately Miniſter at - Morum,: upon his appli- 
cation and promiſe of SubjeQtion &c. Seſſ. 8 
A Letter to the Magiſtrates of Aberdgen, and another' to Mr. 
James Osbarn. | Sefſ. 8 & 9 
Addreſs to the King, anent the Stipends of the Minitters of St= 
Andrews. | | Seff. 9 
' AR Refuſing the Petitions of Mr. John Anderſon and Mr, Uavid 
| Wiliamſon Miniſters, and the Pariſhoners of Weſtkrrk, crav- 
ing a Recognition of the Aſſemblies Sentence, Tranſport- 


ing Mr. John Anderſon to St Andrews. | 16 
AQt anent Mr. Alexander Ore's going to Alyzth, with a Refer- 
ence to the Commiſſion in his favours. 1b 


OG (3) 
Vacant Stipends ofthatCountryCropt 1698.-& for pious uſes; 
the Presbytry appointed to Vaſite pariſhes and ruinous Kirks 
and Manfes and report/tothe Commuſlion. | Ie: Anent Eret- 
ing Schools in that Country, an addreſs to the: King, for 
an Augmentation to the  Stipend of. one; of the-two:Mini- 
ſters of Kzrkwal, And laſtly anent ſending ſome Minifters 
and Probationers to Orknay., 51m '  '$eſſor20 
A& taking off the” Sentences of Suſpenſion and Depoſitionof 
Ms. ' Hugh Mackhenry, upon his application:and humble'de- 
fire therefore, and his engagment to be ſubje& tothe Ju- 
dicatories of this Church. | -111:TÞ 
At anent an addreſs to the Council for puniſhing Witches, 
- Charmers. &«c. with Overtures thereanent. þ 22 Ib 
AQ refuſing the; delire of Mr John Ferguſſon; and Petition of 
Robertoun, craving a Recognition of rhe-late' Aſſemblies ſen- 
tence, Tranſporting him to Aberbrothick, | THUS 
Petition for- Mr. George Johnſtoun, craving that the General A\- 
ſembly would conſider his affair, and not remit the ſame 
to the Commiſſion, granted. \ 40v4 Seſſ. 11 
The Presbytry of Paiſy appointed to ſeethat Mr, David'Broun 
0 to Aberdeen. «© at | I6 
A taking off the ſentence of Suſpenſion off Mr. John Ferouſ- 
* Jon,” and appointing him to go to'Aberborthick. _ Sefſ. 12 
A&- appointing the Presbytry of Conpar, to be admonifhed for 
not obſerving the Acts ofthe General Aſſembly, anent 


Calls. ' | Ib 
Act appointing Mr. David Pitcairn Miniſter to go to Forreſſe, 
with a reference to the Commiſſion in his favours. ' -- 1b 


Act. refuſing to Suſtain the Appeal of Kyerh from the Presby+ 
try of Biggar, and remitting the affair anent'Mr. Robert\Bail- 
lies" Tranſportation from Lamingtoun to Keeth, Sep. 13 

A Letter to the Earl of Aboyze, congratukting his renouncing 
the Popiſh and owning the Proteſtant Religion, and en- 
couraging his Lordſhip to continue therein. © Se/.. 10 & 13 

Act Refuſing to Tranfport Mr. George Barclay Miniſter to Wig- 


roun, and continuing him .at Uphal. ; Sef. 1 
Proteſtation of Campwrre, that Clackmanaz had paſt from their 
Call to Mr. Thomas Hog. _ * Ih 


Reference to the Commiſhon, anent-a Petition from the Pref- 
bytry of Kzrcabright. , Ib 
Addrels to the Privy Council anent the popr. WE 
A& allowing Mr. Thomas Hog, to dimit his Miniſtry at Cam- 
were, 2nd accept of a Call from the Scorriſh Congregation at 
Rotterdam.” | 1 | Seſſ.. 14 
Act Receiving Mr. John Mackcalman, ( one of theſe that ſerv- 
ed under the late prelacy ) to Miniſterial Communian, upon 
the Terms of the General Aſſembly 1$94. Ih 
Act determining that Mr. Hugh Machenry, ſhould not return 
| to 


NI 
to his former Charge at Daiton,witha recommendation in his 
favours. Seſſ. 15 
Act refuſing to Tranſport Mr. George Johnſton to Dalmeny, and 
continuing him Minifter-at Erfferoun. 16 
Act approving an Overture, that Mr. George Clephane, be lookt 
upon as Miniſter of Newti/d and upon his Petition grant-= 
. ing himan Act of Tranſportability therefrom. Ib 
Recommendation in favours of Mr. John Anderſon. Ik 
Acts atteſting the Viſitors approbation of the Synod Books, 
of Glaſgow and Air, Fiffe, Lothian and Tweedale, Merſe and 


and Teviotaale. Is 
AQ and Recommendation in favours of Mr. David Williamſon 
and the pariſh of Weſtkire. Seſſ. 16 


Committee for Naming the Members of the Commiffion, 14 
AR taking off the ſentence of Suſpenſion, off Mr. John Hep 
burn, on his humble and earneſt defire, and. proteſſed Jef - 
renceand reſpect to the Judicatories of this Church, and the 
Peace and Order thereof, which was granted by the General 
Aſſembly with Certification -&c. Ib 
Reference to the Commiſſion in favours of the African and Indi- 
*. au Company ot Sco:/axa, anent providing them with Mini- 


ſters''&*. : Seſſ. 16 .& 17 
Reference to the Commiſhon in favours of the Lord S:trathna. 
ver's Regiment for a Miniſter, Seſſ. 14 


Reference to the Commiſſion anent Mr. Alexander Steedman, 

and' Mr. Alexander Anderſon's going to Wick in Caithneſs, 1b 
Committee to draw Inſtructions to the Commiſſion; Ib 
A& allowing John Blair 50. lib.” #tarling, for Agenting the 

Churches affairs, *and w lib: to his Servant yearly. © 1h 
Reference to the Commiſhon, anent Erroneous Books &c. 16 
Reference to the Commiſſhon anent Mr. Patrick Murray of 


Cadaell &re, © =) . Is 
Reference to the Commiſſion anent Intruders evc. Ib 
Reference to the Commiſſion, to'confidet the Repreſentation 

ſent from Marray. - 16 


Upon the deſire of the Directors ofthe African and Indian Com- 
pany, The General Aſſembly Recommends to all Miniſters, 
to pray for the Preſervation -and Succeſle of theſe ſent b 


theſaids Directors to remote- places. Ih. 
Reference to the Commiſſion, 'ro game Twenty Probationers 
for the North. P | } Seſſ. 18 


Report anent the dates of Commiſſions &c. with a Recommen- 
dation to Presbytries, to obſerve more punctually, thE6 Act 


of the General Aſſembly. 1698 -. dVefſ. 4 & 18 
Reference to the Commiſſion anent an addreſs to the Lords 
of Theaſury in favours of Orknay. Seſſ. 18 & ultima 


Refetence to the Commiſſion anent Mr. Charles Gordons going 
to Aberdeen, and Mr. John Carries going to Murray, Ir” 
I 


Aqt 


anent the Supply of the _—_ 


| $- | 
Act atteſting the Viſitors approbation ofthe Synod. Book of Ga/- 


loway. | Se 18 
Reference to the Commiſſion, to addreſs the Commiſhon of 
Parliament, for plantation of Kirks &c. I 
Recommendation anent the Collections for Building the Bridges 
of Laxerk and Ancrum, | I6 
Reference to the Commiſhon anent the Petition of Mr. Johz 
Lyos, for reception to Miniſterial Communion. Ib 
Reference to the Commiſſion of the Petitions of Mr. Hugh Cl4- 
nie, Mr. Walter Menzies and Mr. William Abercromby, three 
Miniſters depoſed. WE. 16 
Reference to the Commiſſion; anent John Sharp of Hodom. 1k 
Reference to the Commiſſion of the Petition of Creif Ih 
Reference: to the Commiſſion, anent the Petition of Mr. Pa- 
rrick Lyon, for reception to Miniſterial Communion, Ih 
Reference to the Commiſſion anent the Tranſportation of Mr. 
Alexander Glaſs, from Auchtermouchty to _ Ib 
Reference to the Commiſſion,” anent Mrs. Joh» Dempſter, and 
« Patrick Strauchan, their Proceſses. "1 Ib 
Reference to the Commiſhon anent the form of proceſs. 14 
Reference to the Commiſſhon anent old Scandals, and Scandals ' 
committed out of the Kingdom, by perſons now - refiding 
therein, and Educarion of Youth. &s. + Ib 
Reference to the Commiſſion to addreſs the King in favours of 
the North, Highlands, Caithneſs and: Orknay, &c. And to 
write to the Viſcount of Seafeild, for his Lordſhips aſſiſtance 
and concurrence therejn, ©: 11.0 
Reference to the Commiſſion, of all aftaurs that were depend- 
ing before the laſt Commiſſion, yet undiſcuſſed particularly, 
the references made thereto. by the Commutree ſent laſt year 
to Roſs, Sutherland, "Caithneſs and Orkaay. I6 
Reference toche Commiſſion, of the Petition of Mr. James 
Hutcheſon, lately Miniſter at Grayfriers Kirk of Eainburgh, 
tor taking off a ſentence of Depoſition, and receiving him to 
Miniſteral Communion. ' | Is 
Act appointing Mr. Robert Clelland, and Mr. John Wilſon Mi- 
niſters to ſtay out four Moneths in the Proyigce of Ang4and 
Merzs, Supplying Vacances. 91% | Is 
Reference to the Commiſſion, anent Mr. HeiFor Fraſer Probae 
tioner his going- to Roſs, and Sutherland. I6 

' Referenceto the Commiſſion, anent the Synod Book of one: 

res, 0 econts.. | 

Re to the Commiſſion anent Witchcrafr, Charmi 'F 
&e. Maſquarads, Balls, Stage-playes. | b 
Reference to the Commiſſion anent the Petition of ſome Mini- 
ſters in Angus and Merns, for part of the Money gifted! by 
the King to help to defray their publick Charges, aneat the 
Churches affairs. ] I 

- Recommendation to Presbytriesto Supply the Charges of Mini- 


ſters - 


( ) | 
ſters that are members ofthe Commiſſion during their atten- 
dance thereon. | IZ 
Recommendation in favours of Linlithgow, Leith, Airth and 
\ Clackmaenon, anent their being ſpeedily planted. Is 
Act declaring all appeals made to this Afembly, and not in-. 
ſiſted in, Null. Seſſ. 18 & olt, 
The.Moderator and Commiſſioners Speeches at the cloſs of the 
Aſſembly. | p 
Committee for Reviſing the Minuts, and ordering, the Print- 
ing of the Acts of this Aſſembly. Ib 


pI 


— 


OVERTURES, Tranſmitted by the General 

Aſtembly 1699, to the ſeveral Presbytries within this 
National Church, that they may conſtder the ſame, and 
ſend their Opinion thereanent to the next General Aſ- 
ſembly, who may paſs the ſame in Acts, if the more 
general Opinion of this Church agree thereunto. - 


L 
Overtures anent Reviſing of the Regiſters of Charch-Judicatories 
Edinburgh, 24. January 1699. Poſt merid. Sell. 4. 


THE which Day, The Qyertutes under-written being 

y- brovghtin, from the Committee for Overtures, was 
Read in preſence of the General Aſſembly. The Tenor where- 
of follows. anda 

Ir is Overtur'd that the General Aſſembly, conſidering the 
great import to this Church, that all its Regiſters be exatt and 
well kept; Do require all Provincial Synods and Presbytries, 
to be careful in reviſing of Regiſters of the Judicatories, under 
their immediat inſpetion, Andthat they may appoint the molt 
fir and experienced Brethren for that work, and that when they 
find nothing to challenge in any Regiſter, they give the ſame 
the atteſtation following. | 4 

« 'The Provincial Synod of- « - --- having heard the Report 
« of the Brethren appointed to reviſe the Presbytry Book of 
- - -- - -» and having heard their Remarks thereupon, and the” 
« {aids Presbytries Anſwers thereto, -and it having been enquir-' 
«ed by the Moderator, if any other had 2ny, Complaints to 
< make againſt the Adtings of the ſaid Presbytry, and: nothing 
« appearing Cenfurable, Ordered their Clerk to-atteſt thus: un 
_ © their Presbytry Book. x pair 

| | 0 


—_— 


| ef | . 
And fo for the Regiſters of Provincial Synods, and Kirk 
Seſſions Mutatis Mutanais. 

The abovewritten Overtures being read and . conſidered, 
the General Aſſembly tranſmitted the ſame to the ſeveral Pres- 
bytries within this National Church; to be. conſidered againſt ' 


the next General Afſembly. 


IL 
Overtures anent School-Maſters, &c. 
Edinburgh, 27 January 1699, Poſt merid. Seſl, 8. 


gb HE which, Day there was brought in from the Com- 
- Mittee for Overtures, the Overture following viz, -.. 

[That all Presbytries take ſpecial, particular and exa&@ notice 
of all School-Maſters, Chaplains, Governours, and Pzdagogues 
of Youth within their reſpettive bounds, who Teach Errone- * 
ous Principles, or are not careful ro Educat theſe under thei? 
charge in the Proteſtant Reformed Religion, or thatare guilty 
of Immoralities, particularly of Sabbath-breaking, gc. And 
that Maſters of Colledges take care, and uſethar Authority 
for the ſame ends, that the Delinquents may be proceſſed by 
the Reſpeftive Presbytries,'and Cenſured upon clear evidences 
. of their guilt. | 

The above Overture beinggead and conſidered by the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, they tranſmitted the ſame to the ſeveral Presby- 
tries Within this National Church, tobe conſidered, againſt the 
next General Aſſembly. | 


ILL - 
Overture againſt Witch-craft, C harming &c. 
Edinburgh, January 39.:1699. poff merid. 'Seſl, IO, 


cc T HE which Day, 'There was brought in from the Cotn- 
C mittee for Overtures, a Repreſentation anent diverſe 
« Lamentable accounts of effets of Witchecraft, charged upon 
« ſeveral perſons, and the ſaid Committee gave-it as their Opi- 
< nion, that it is fit, that former AQs of General Aﬀemblies con- 
«cerning Witch-craft were revived, and Recommended to the 
2 care 


£12 
« care of all Presbytries,- particularly AR Aſſembly 1640. Jad 
« 29. Seſſ. 2. Aſſembly 1643. Auge#t 19, Seſſ. alt. 2nd Aﬀlem- 
+ bly 1649. Aug uſt 6. Seſſ. ult, 

« 2. And thatit were worthy ofthe Aſſemblies conſideration 
*«tothink upon, and preſcribe ſome uniform method, for cen- 
« ſuring Eccleſiaftically ſuch as ſhall be convict of Wirch-craft 
« or Charming and their Conſulters who eſcape the civil puniſh- 
«< ment. ' ; ; 


I V. 
Overture /anent Scandalous and Contumacions Perſons. 
Edinburgh, 3 February 1699.* poſt merid. Sef[. 17. 


W5 General Aſſembly having heard an Overture, 
That the Names of Scandalous Perſons of whatever 
quality, guilty of groſs immoraliries.and contumacious 

to Church Diſcipline, be ſent in to che Commiſſioh, or General 

Aſſembly, by the Clerks of the ReſpeCtive Synods, with an full 

Extra&t of the Proces . againſt them, and that they proceed 

againſt them as they ſee cauſe. Which Overture being conſi- 

dered, the General Aſſembly tranſmits the ſame, to the ſeveral 

P:esbyrries, to be confidered againſt the next General Aſſem- 

bly, 


————— = = —— _ 
© —— - 


v. 
Overture anent the Emolumentary Writes of Minifters, Kjrks, 
| School» Ma#ters, %c. 


Eadem +Seſſione. 


HE General Aſſembly having heard an Overtureanent the 
Emolumentary W rites of Miniſters,School-Maſters;Church- 
es,and the Poor of Pariſhes,do tranſmitthe ſame rothe conſidera- 
tion of the ſeveral Presbytries within this National Church,to be 
ripned againſt the next General Aﬀembly, 'The Tenor where- 
of follows: | | 
That all Miniſters be appointed to exhibit ro their reſpeQive 
Presbytries, their Deoreers of Modification-or Locality that they 
now have, with all Emolumentary Writes that belong to their 
Reſpettive Kirks, and their Seſſions, and that- they Subſcribe 
an Inventary thereof, with an obligement to make them forth- 
K «* coming 


=y a. | 
coming; bearing Regiſtration, and the ſaid obligement be Re- 
giſtred in the Books of Council and Sefſion, as well as'the In- 
ventary and Obligement in the. Books of the Presbyrry 'of the 
Bounds. Jrem, That all the {aid Emolumentary Writes, not 
| bearing Regiſtration be Regiſtred, conform.to the late AR of 
Parliament, and if they bear Regiltration, that they be Regi- 
ſtred ___ : And that all the ſaids "pax7. Brudny be 
 madeupon the Expences of the Seffion-Box, in ſo far ascon- © 
cerns the Poor. __ It would be ———_ that the Lord 
Regifter beapplyed to, to appoint a particular Regiſter in each 
a7. 25 three Clerks of Seffions Chamber, for = more eaſy 
ſearching and ——_—_ the ſaids ; Papers ſo Regiſtred. Tem, 
That the dates of the Regiſtrations be marked in the Inventary, 
As likewayes that the datesof the Bepration of the ſaid Oblig- 
ment be Recorded in the Presbytry Book. 


* 
Cm — 


V IL 
Overtures anent the making of AtFs, and dat care. to obſerve them 
when made. | 


| Edinburgh February 4- 1699. «ve meris 'Seſl. 18.. & ult, 


T. HAT when any thing ofpublick'concern, and of great 

I weight is propoſed to the General Afembly, - be 
paſt as'Overtures or Acts, after the firſt Reading, it be delayed 
till the next,next day ofthe Aſſemblies ſitting, and ly on the 
Table to beYeen and conſidered by all the Members. 

2. That when anything is peſt as Overtures by the Gene- 
ral, Aſſembly,it be ordained, that all and every Presbytry read 
them publickly in their Presbyterial Meeting, once before the 
ſirſt Meeting of the Synod next after the General Afembly, 
and that they conſider of them, and that this be Record- 
ed in their bye? Book, and enquired into by their Sy- 
nods in viſiting Pres Books : Asalfſo, It be recommended 
£0 all Presbytries, to ſend in an account of their] Stand 
opinion thereanent, with their Commiſſioners eo the Gencral 
Aſembly in Write, but as breifly as may be,. and the Qyertures - 
to be Prigted after the Acts. '' - | 5 

3. That cach' Miniſter, and Seſſion have 'a Copy of all the 
Printed: Aets of the General Afſembly, and that the Presby- 
tries enquire .into this at Viſitations. eric, Aa nd tt 
. 4+ That an Alphabetical Ladex bedrawn of the Acts of the 


VIE 


F'1 
ns + 2 


Overture Diſcharging the Printing of any Paper to. be preſented to | 


the Aſſembly without Allowance. 
Eadem Seſhone. 


HAT no perſon preſume to print any Petition, Addreſs, 
Appeal, Reaſons or Anſwers, or any other part of any 


Proces, brought in to the General Aſſembly, or any | 


other Church Judicatory, without leave given by the Reſpe- 


ctive Judicatories before whom the ſame is in dependence, 


with Certification that no reſpect ſhall be had thereto, in caſe 
they contraveen this, by reading or conſidering the ſame. 

The GeneralAfſembly having conſidered the aids Overtures, 
did and hereby do tranimit the ſame to the conſideration of the 
ſeveral Presbytries, &c. APE 


Overtures anent Cenſuring Scandalous Perſons. 


Eadem Sefſione. 


HE General Aſſembly tranſmits to the ſeveral Presby- | 


tries within this National Church, the Overtures con- 
cerning the method and form of procedure of the Judicatories of 
the Church, againſt Scandalous Perſons, which Overtures are 
printed at the end of the -Ixdex of the Unprinted Aits Ml the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly 1698. being agreed to, by the Congmiſlion there- 
of; And itis Recommended to Presbytries, to conſider the 


ſaids Overtures, and ſend their Opinion thereanent to the next | 


General Aſſembly. > 


% $ 
4 Overtures anent Papiſts. 
Eadem , Seffione. - 


T is Overtur'd, "That 4 privat acknow]edgement of a Papiſt 
 Renounceing that Religion Verbally, is not ſufficient to ad- 
mit them to Church priyiledges, , but thar Presbytries do in this, 
what may tend moſt tothe gaining of the party concerned, and 
for the edification of the Church. | | 
t The General Aﬀembly tranſmits this Overture to the conſi- 
10n of the {everal Presbytries. | 


FINTIS. 


THE PKINCIPAL 


ACTS, 


OF THE 


Genezal Aſſembly 


OF THE 


CHURC H, 
SCOTLAND: 


Conveened, at Edinbargh, Febraay. 2. 1700. 
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Coliet#ed, and Extratied, from the Records, by the Clerk thereof. \ | 


EDINBURGH, 
Printed by George Moſman, .Printerto this Cyuzcn, and Its 
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THE PRINCIPAL 


4 


' Genezal "Aftembly 


OF.THE 


CHURCH, 
SCOTLAND: 


Holden, and Begun at Edinburgh, the 2d. day of Febreay, 
-*1700," And Ending the 20 Day of that ſame Moneth, 


OF.THE 


[. 
The Recording of His Majeſtie's Commiſſion, To the Viſcount of 
- Seafeild, for Repreſenting His Majeſty, in this s ASONNy: 


At Edinburgh, 24d. Febraary, 1700. Self I. 


SH HIS Day, The General Aſſembly of the 
EZ22 Miniſters and Elders,: of this National 
[##&©. Church, | being_conveened, | There was 

J. produced: to them, 'by a Noble Lord; 

James Viſcount of Seafeild, Princi pat Secte- 

tary of State, for this Kingdom , His' Ma- 

jeſtie's Commiſhon, underthe Great Seal 


of ths Kingdom, Nominating and Appointing him, ''to'be 
His Majeſtie”s High Commiſſioner, and Repreſentative, i in this 
National Aſſembly ; Which was publickly Read; in TheitiAv- 
dience, with all due Honour and Reſpect; and appointed to 
be Recorded, in the Regiſters of this 4ſſembly : Thereimvrore- 
mais, ad futuram Keo Miperies. The Tenor whereof 
ollowes. 


A 2 GULIELMVS, 


4 | The ACTS of the 


\ULIE LMUS, Dei Gratia, Ma 
J] & Hibernia,Rex, Fi86que 1 


ne Britannie, Francis, 


nlſar ; Ompibas Probis 


" « Hiomivibes, ad quos preſentes. pervenerint, 
« $afutem; : Quandoquidemt, Ex Decreto Noſtro, Genemglis Ec- 
«cre havens, tiquioris Regni N offi Scotie, bs - 


« 1,9y Diem Menfis Fabruarii, Anno Doming, Millelimp 
\g-meelimo Continuatus crat;Nos gutem » Euraro Capi 
etiam neceſlarium eſſeJudicautes,in commodum d = 
« fie, ut idem Generalis Conventus -_ ſtaturo ns rs 
«tur; Sed rebus. mag moment! Neon 
<yentpi nequimps; Cumque Fide)ifligws$& DileRic- 
«<{mus noſterCoolangujarys Conſilia rins Farber Vite Comes 
« de Seafei/d,perpl _ _ pecans, de Facylta- 
« qbus{uis egg tare infignizinden obls aburdle ſa. 
<« tisfaQum eſt,Quod,ad munera Surny Officii inframentions- 
« ij, rite exercenda & obeunda, 'in finem fupra ex — x, 
a lignc uaque eſt Idoneus:Noveritis 1gitur nos fecifle & con- 
« ſtituiſſe, fcuti per haſce noſtrag ſ—_ literas, facimus, & 
<  conſtiguimus.cundem Jacobum V ige Comitem de Seafeild, ew 
« premum Noftrum Coomiſſionarium, quoad effeum infra- - 


« expreſſum: Damus pariter, & concedimusilli, Sacram no+ _ * 


*frram Perſonam,8 Authoritatem noſtram Regalem repraſen- 
«randi,preſentiam noſtrem ſupplendi, locumque noſtrum, in - 


«dio tubſequenti General: Conventu, tanquam . 
*harionoſtro, in hunc eftetum, ſpecialiter conftituto, tenen- 


« di, m——_—_ alia, F-. imperium & munus Commiſſionarit, 

« pro Generali Eccleſiz nNVENTU, | poi or .tam picn® #y+ 
ai Jones libere; in quorReipelty,g gam ali, eye 
« detn ſupremi meneris, & rateris, t, ſeu quovis 
« temporg retfoaQto, facere paterat; atque ſiturti nosipl1, per- + 
« ſonaliter pin, facere pmatr, & Cr ras & am- 


« plifiiam, noftram £986- 
6 = amnia, & fingula, ap: _ Es Fong 
« ip hag oſtra Commiſſions 


208 OE Approve oe rn, 


romquoed um 

grreommwmng Roan & Dicto i 
« 16 audiences _—_ firiets dindamnr Faipernn -n 
« Ac noftram Commiſionem, a So, quon quo _ 


- « rung Regs Nor Sg, , preſentibus eſt Appen- 
« tum, & deinceps, hac Seſfione ſequenti Generalis Coroves. 
6rus andiey, in vigns continuare declaravimus, 8& per 


, preſcates 


General Aſſembly, 1700. 5 
© preeſentes declaramus ; Saleem uſque dum, a nobis revo- 
* cabitur, -I» cxjus Res Teſtimonium, preſentibus, magnum Si- 
« gillum Noftrum; appendi Mandavimus, pod Aulam Noſt- 
*ram, de Kenfimgroun, Undecimo die Menſis Januarii, Anno 
* Down": MilleficabSeptingenteſimo, Er: Ano Regni noftri 
** Undecimo. | h 

2 R Per Signaturam Mana S. D. N. Regis ſupraſcriptam. 
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#1910 
r 
preſented, His Majeſties moſt Gracious Lenerg:ti- 
rected to this General Aſſembly, which was publick- 
ly Read in their Hearing, with all due Honour and Reſpect, 
and appointed to be Recorded in their Regifters: The Tenor 
whereof followes. 


T HE which Day, His Majeſtie's High Comrniſſione 


WILLIAM R. | 
RAFT Reverend and well Beloved, we Greet You Well. 

The full and Satisfatory Accounts, we have had of the 
Proceedings of the former Aſſembly, and of the Commiſſions 
apprice.b them, Do very much Encodtirage Us to counte- 
nance and allow Your Meeting at this time: And We 
doubt not, but You will Improve this Opportunity, to do 
what may be further neceſſary, for Promoting Religion : 
And as Your care hitherto, for ſupplying Vacant a" 

B wit 


=y 


af The: ACT'S of the 
with Pious.and Able Miniſters, has beer very acceptable to 
Us, .So We muſt Recommend to You, to continue in the 
0 > hr poo ding for ſuch C ,. as are ſtill Vacant ; 
bulge 7 walmart xray mere pr Oroeetirn 
ance. evident pr 'c have had, enc 
and Fidefity, of Our Right Truſty and Entirely Beloved, 
Couſin and Councellor, James Viſcount of Seafield,, Ous Se- 
cretary of Stare, and of his Ability and Fitneſs, for Diſcharg- 
ing ſuch a Truft, has made Us chuſe him, to Repreſent Our 
Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly ;| And We doubt not, but he 
will, be acceptable to You. We have fully Inftrufted him, 
in all things needful, and You may give him entire Truſt and 
Credit. You may affure Your ſelves, of Our Royal ProteQti- 
on, in-all Your Concerns; And {o_ Referring You; for what 
may be further neceſlary, to Our Commiſſioner,: We bid 
You Heartily Farewell. 


Gives at Our Court at Kenſingtoun, the 11th, Deyof Fanuary 
1700. Andof Our Reign t 11th, Tear. 


» By His Majeſtie's Command, . 
CARMICHAEL. 
To the Right Reverend and well Belov d, | 
tbe Moderator, Miniſters aud Ek 


ders, of the General Aſſembly, of the 
Chad, of Oe tne Kg f 


SS © 4 


General Aﬀembly, 1700 


TEE 


" he General Aﬀemblics Anſwer. 
\ | T O \ 
His Majeſtic $ Gracious Letter. 


Edioburgh February 7. 1700, Ante Meridiem, 
V1 Sell. 4. 


Mey it pleaſe Tour Majefty, 


HE Continuance of Your, Happy Reign over - Us 
thiddgh the Goodneſs of Our GOD, Doth more nad 
more Confirm and Augment"the Grateful Remembrance of 
Your Majeſtic's being raiſed up of GOD, to be the Glorious 
Deliverer of this Church, when ,We were brought to Great 

Diſtreſs, and ready to be Swallowed up; And Your Fatherl 

and Tender Care of Us, now again expreſſed, in Your mo 
Gracious Lexter to this Aſſembly, gives freſh Qccaſign/ 10 re- 

new the Our Sincere Acknowledgements. | 

Your Majeſtie*s favourable Acceptance, of the Proceedings 
of the laſt Gegeral-Aſlembly, 3nd 11g Commiſſions, do much 
Encourage Us to & on Vigoroully, to Endeavour the Promor- 
ing of Religion, ſo far as We can in Our Stations, and the 
ay he remaining Vacancies'-of Churches, which We 
at this-ruve, 16) be! a great--parr 'of Our. Work, and far 
wiych We hays tor ſo; full Aurance, of Your Royal Aſſiſtance. 
; yyiogced Apiey. Fideliry and Ity, of” rhe 
Viſcount of Seafeld, whom. Your: Majeſty hath ſent to Repre> 
ſent Your Royal whom in this Dn Aemly and the many good 


Offices he hath done this Church, in the other Honourable 
Truſts, he hath born under Your Majely Do render Your | 
Choice.xvevy Acceprable to Us,” 

That Your Majeſty may Reign n long and Proſperouſly, 
over theſe Kimgdonts, and enjo he ſweet Fruits of Pea 
Procured under GOD,by Your _ oak a 
Valour; Tha Th wu par oaras 
"That all Your 12 cake fun p. 


Gratituds;*for the Hazard * ok 
rey ue 1-4 
Tings Kean tx Sapp 


Toa 
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vancement of Piety, Your own Comfort, and the Good of this 
Church and Nation; And that after You have ſerved GOD, in 
Your Generation, You may receive the Reward, of that Eter- 

nal Crown of Glory, that fadeth not away ; Are the ſincere 
Prayers of 


May it pleaſe Your Maiefty, 


Toar y Mars moſt Faithful, 
Obeaient , and moſt 
mble Sabjetts, 


The Miniſters and Elders, met in in this 
National fowy, of the Church , © 


of Scotlan 


Signed, in Our Preſence, in Oar Nee, 
and af Our Appointment, by | 


WP » Blair Moderator. 


-F 


IV. 


WT Dijnin the Presbytry of Strabog ie, from the $93 of Aber- 
| cen,. 4nd Annexing, the Jame to Murray: / / | 


Edinburgh, I3. Fey 1700. /'/ * | 
”., Ante Micridiem Sell. II. nile 


. _ Afﬀembly wy that the Precbytry of 
My Fe Conn be Diſjoyned from 'the wr uy Ek of 
Tu arref, Alfard, and; ker wan}, again Annexed jofisFiem the cn 
rince of Marra,as formetl LE :TIn.reſpe& bt the cauſe,of 
Ptioaſ —— now apart : 


' boos | (19'1 " tarp ' } 
acer; | rad 56) 6” tip! ada ooab dal od 244, 
" At, Avent 4 Solemn Naiond Rent Hamibarim : ) 


12OT 181 
oſt "A Edinburgh, 14: Februkry $709; Stork, 


vor bs (Pg# Adin, $a 119.) | —bo 


eral Aﬀſembly af this Natio C | 
- unro heir ſerio! Noble 56 _— 
/ fol Tokens of the T,ord's Anger Eay E3 2 1 
in the continued Pn Dearth (Norw oling; of a 
Int click thereby in ſome meaſure) 
<< . _ 
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whereby the Number of the Poor and their Neceſſities, have 
been, and are greatly increafſed : 'The great and unuſual Sick- 
neſs and Mortality, which hath gone over all the Land, and 
doth yet in part continue; The Rebukes from God on-the Na- 
tion, in diſappointing ſeveral Undertakings, to advance the 
Trade and Wealth thereof; and particularly, in ſeveral croſs 
Providences that the African» and Indian Company's Colony in 
America hath met with ; notwithſtanding ofthe many Ferveat 
Prayers made in their behalf; And by a Stupenduous Burnin 
within thefe few Days, of ſo conſiderable a part of Edinburgh, 
the Capital City of the Kingdom, And laſtly, under all theſe, 
by the woeful Heart-Plagues of Impenitency and Security. 
And conſidering, thatall the Judgements we groan under, are 
the ſad EffeRs, and bitter Fruits of our Hainous Sins, againſt 
God; Such as the fearful Backſlidings and Perſecutions of the 
late times, mentioned in our former Cauſes of Humi'iation, 
and not yet ſufficiently mourned for ; Our continued untaithful- 
neſs to God: Notwithſtanding of our Solemn Covenants 
and Ingagements, and many profeſſed Reſolutions tothe con- 
trary; "The Arheiſtical and Execrable Principles, ſubverſive 
of all Religion, fo'much vented and ſpread amongſt us; The 
groſs 'Immoralities of Uncleanneſs of all forts, Drunken- 
nefs, Swearing, Sabbath-breaking, and. Unrighteous Deal- 
ing among Men, and that amongſt Perſons of all Ranks 
and Qualities, and theſe *abounding and continued in : 
notwithſtanding of many Endeavours uſed to Reclaim 
and Reform Tranſgreſſors; The Exceſſive Prodigali 
and Profuſeneſs of ſome, when others are Afflifted vith 
fo much Want and Poverty; The great lighting of 
Chriſt offered in the Goſpel, and not receiving of 
Himin our Hearts, and walking worthy bf Him in our Lives 
and' Converſations; The great Contempt and Deſpiling of 
Church Diſcipline, the froward Oppoſition in many places to 
the Planting of Churches, and the progreſs ofthe Goſpel; Our 
Ungrate forgetfulneſs ofthe Merciful and ſignal Deliverances 
that God hath wrought for us, and our Repining at Gods 
AfMiiting Providences, inſtead of ſubmitting to His migh 
Hand lifted up againſt us. And the Afſembly likewiſe conſ- 
dering, the deplorable State of the Reformed Churches in 
France, Piedmount, the Palatinate, and other places where our 
Brethren, and the Reformation among them, are either 
brought to Deſolation and Ruine, orare in extream danger b 
Cruel and long continued Antichriſtian Perſecution ; Whic 
inſtead of abating upon the late Peace of Exrope, the great be- 
nefite of which we enjoy, Hath on the contrary greatly en- 
creaſed. Therefore the General Aﬀembly,under the ſerious and 
deep Senſe of the abovementioned Sins and Judgments, hath 
M C thought 


\ 
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thought fit to ſet apart a Day for Selema Faſting and Humi- 
hation, and the exerciſe of Repentance, and unteigned Pur- . 
poſes of Amendment, which they appoint to be upon 
the day of March next tocome, being the — Thurſday 
of the ſaid Moneth,over this whole Church and Kingdom: Be- 
leeching and obrelting all the Lords People, Sincerely and 
Seriouſly ro prepare themſelves thereto, as 10 the fight of the 
Holy and Jealous God, leſt either Carleſneſs, Formality or 
Siniftrous ends, turn out  Solemn Performances into Sin, 
ard by adding to the provocation, draw upon us, yet more 
dreadful Stroaks; Aud that they make more particular confeſ- 
ſion of the torementioned Sins and all others, with a deep Sor- 
'rowinp tor, and Hearty deteſtation of the ſame. As alſo, with 
humble Submiſſion ro, and Acceptance of, the puniſhment of 
our Iniquities in the Judgments abovementioned, or any 
others thar may be peculiar to Congregations or particular per» 
ſons: And that every one, in the moſt ſincere and unfeigned 
manner Reſolveand Vow amendment both of themſelves, and 
oihersas may be: incumbent upon them, - whether as Magi- 
ftrars, or Minifters, or otherwiſe1n their ReſpeQive Stations: 
And rhat all and every one, doin like manner Reſolve and 
Vow, the bringing forth Fruits meet for Repeutance, intheir 
Atrer-Lives, Carriages: and Admuaniſtrations; Thar fervent 
Application be made and continued-in, to the Throne of 
Grace, through our Lord. Jeſus Chrift, for the pardon of Sin 
to ezch particular perſon, and to the whole Land ; That ear- 
neſt prayers and Supplications, be made,that the Lord would 
Gracioully return to us in Goſpel-Ordinances, and by the 
brearhings of His Spirit,render them more ſ{avingly ſucceſitul; 
Thatour Rulers and Miniſters,and all others may be direted 
and animated-to more effetual and vigorous endeavours for 
Þifcouraging, Suppreſling and Puniſhing all ungodlineſs, and 
for Reforming both themſelves and the Land, without excepti- 
on; That our King may be coatiaued a happy Inſtru- 
ment for God's Glory, and for the benefit and comfort ofthis 
Nation; That be may be Bleſſed and Preſerved in his Periog 
and Governmem, and all wicked Deſigns and Contrivances 
againftenher,may be Diſcovercd,Prevented and Confounded; 
Thatell Diffention, Jealouſicand«liicord may ceaſc,and we all 
become one in the Lord; That Bowells of Compaſſion may be 
drawn forth forReliefof the Poor au.d Need {ms prope? means 
effefually uſed, for recovering them from Idkeneis and Want, 
and reduceing them to Labour and Order; T hat the Spring and 
Sctdtime may beBlefſed ; That God would Countenance and 

Bleſs, and bring toa happy Ifive, all Juſt and Lawful Deſi 

8nd Endeavouns; for advanceiag the Trade ofthe Nation, 40d 

be Gracioully pleafeil to Preſerve, Proteft; and Profper thoſe 


.who 
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who are lately gone from us,upon the Great National Concern 
of a Plantation Abroad, and that the ſame may, through the 
Divine Bleffing and Favour , prove a Happy and Succeſful 
Mean,for propagating the Goſpel,and Converting the Heathen, 
in thoſe Parts; and thatthe Miniſters, ſent from this Church, 
may be ſupported and ſtrengthned for their Work, and ever 
encouraged in the Lord, agaiaſt all difficulties, and we Re- 
treſhed with a comfortable account of them, and all with them; 
Thar out Brethren, in captivity any where, may be Comforted 
and Relieved; That loftes both at Home and Abroad may be 
Sandtified, and alſo made upunto theſe whomoit immediatly 
ſuffer by them. And laſtly, That our Proteſtant Brethren 
of the Neighbouring Churches. under Perſecution, may be 
Supported and Refined in the Furnace, preſerved Faithtul in 
adhering tothe Truth ; and,inthe Lord's good time,delivered. 


Some Members of the Aſſembly, being appointed, to Apply, to 
the Lords, of His Majeſtie's Privy Council, for their tb 
Civil Sanition to the Faſt, and for Nameing the Day; Did « 
the 16:h Day of February 1700. Report, That their Lordſhips 
had Granted their Civil Santtion, and Named the 28. Day of 
March xext, peing the laſt Thurſday of that Monerh, for the ſaid 
Faſt, aud Orderea 6 Proclamation, to be Emitted thereanent. 


VL 


Lither, from the General Afſembly,to Mr, Alexander Sheilds, Ms. 
Francis Boreland, Afr, Archibald Stobo, and Mr, Alex- 
© ander Dalgleiſh. | 


Edinburgh, 15. February, 1700. Ante Meridiem. Sefl, 13: 


Reverend, and Degrly Beloved, Bretheren, 


BE, The Miniſters, and Elders, met inthis National 
Aſſembly of the Church of Sco: land, are much refteſh- 
ed, wich the accoynt given us, by the Commiſſion of the 
receeding Aſſembly, of your ready Submiſſion, and wil- 
Lognel to undertake the Hazardous, but Honourable Ser- 
vice, - upon Which rhey feat you;- And with' what we have 
heard ſince our meeting, by Letrers of November gth. from 
one of your (elves, to {me of our number; _ being got 
ſafe foreward in your. Voyage, the length'of Mont/era: :Tha 
through the Mercy of GOD, you were then ftill alive, a 
moſt of you in hes|th; though dangerous Sickneſs had affli&- 
. ed _— many of your Company, by the way, andcar- 
ryed CET INT | aol 
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At your.ſetting out, you could not but reckon upon Loſſes 
and Difficulties, but We heartily Bleſs our GOD, with you, 
thar they have not been forer and greater. We would 
not omitt this occaſion, offering at the very time, of our ſitting, 
To affure you, Our Dear Brethren, that you are much 
upon our Hearts, and the Hearts of all the Godly in 
this Church, who ceaſe not to pour out -Fervent Prayers, at 
the Throne of Grace, in four behalf, and in behalf of the great c 
Goſpel- Work, in which you are engaged. 

We have with forrow, heard of the Diſtreſſes, that came 
upon our Country-men, who went before you, and therein 
cannot but be ſenſible ofthe Diſpleaſure of the Righteous Lord, 
juſtly gone forth againſt'them.and us, for our and their Ini-, 
quities: As loudly calling us all to Humiliation and Reforma- 
tion to Dependance on, and Truft in th& Lord. 

We doubt not, but you are endeavouring to improve {0 
bitter and aſtoniſhing Diſpenſations to the ſame Bleſſed Ends, 
both upon yourown Spirits, and theſe of your People, and fo 
as not to faint under the Chaftiſements and Rebukes of Provi- 
dence, but to — your ſelves in the Lord your God, 
who though he {mite for Sim, yet will return in Mercy to a pe- 
nitent Reforming People, He will according to- his Promiſe 

| make the ends of the Earth, to ſee His Salvation; And we hope 
will yet honour you, and this Church, from which you are 
ſent, to carry His Name among the Heathen. We are like- 
wayes exceedingly greived, to conſider, that there.. was fo 
much prophanity and Irreligion obſervable, in the Company 
that you went with, which we fear. doth in great meaſure con- 
tinue, and isa heavy burden and greif of heart- to you; Yet 
it is comfortable, to hear, That there are Serious and Godly 
Perſons, among you ; whom, wedefire, "together with you, 
to encourage, 1n the Lord, and that you may perſevere, in 
your joint endeavours, for reclaiming the reſt: In order to 
'which, we hope; theſe here ſhall nor be wanting, by taking 
_ all ſuitcable care, forthe future, both with reſpe&t to thoſe, 
who may hereafter be ſent to you, and by ſending requiſite 
IoſtruRions, from hence, for ſtrengthening your Hands. 
_* We have appointed a Day of Solema National Humiliati- 
on 'and Prayer: to be ſet apart, in this your Mother-Church, 
for ſeveral weighty Cauſes; \And, among the reſt, upon your 
. ;r yerunges = have ordered; CO _—_— _— 
you 1n ick* Prayers: And we s t,- through 
| he Mencenatan Gracious GOD, wo ſafely arrived, 
in Caledonis, orito any happy ſettlement, 'where God, in His 
Providence, ſhall dire&, you have not omitted the InftruRti- 
on, given' you, by the late Commiſſion, of keeping #'Day, to- 
. gether with all the people there, for Solema Prayer and Faſt- 


ing 


General Aſſembly. 1700. 13 
ſting, bewailiong former Sins, renewing Baprtiſmal Engage- 
ments, and with the greateſt Seriouſneſs, dedicating your 
ſelves, and the Land,*unto the Lord: And that you -þ not 
negle& to pray daily for the Church of Scer/and by name, aud 
to pray for, and ſtir up the people under your charge, to 
be dutifutand Loyal to, Our,and Their Soveraign Lord, Kjng 
WILLIAM. | 

We know, the Commiſſion hath given you, ſuch farder In- 
ſtructions, as may beof uſe, in the various Exigencies of your 
Work; andexpect, you will be: careful, by every occaſion, to 
zranſmit an account of your whole ſtate to the Commiſſion , 
Wereſolve toleave, for your and other Afﬀairs ; who we 


*, doubtnot willacquaint you from time totime, as occaſion may 


offer, of what may be further condeſcended on, for your En- 
couragement. 
And.now, Dear Brethren, be Strong in the Lord,and in the 
power of His might; to whoſe Rich Grace, and tender Mer- 
cies, we commend you, and” His Honourable Work in your 
hands: earneſtly praying, that you may be preſerved,directed 
and ſupported by Him, and not terrified, through any amaze- 
ment, but eſtabliſhed in your Duty, and your Labours 
crowned with Succeſs. 
| Signed in the Name, and at the Appoint- 
Directed, - ment of the National Aſſembly of the 
| NJ. -*. . Church of Scotland, by 
* To the Reverend, Mr. Alex- _ D. Blair, Moderator. 
ander Scheilds, My. Francis Jo. Bannnatyne, Clerk. 
Boreland, My. Archibald Stobo, | 
and Mr. Alexander Dalgleiſh, h 
The Miniſters ſent by the Comiſſion 
of the former Aſſembly | to the 
African and Indian Companie's 
Colony, In Caledonia in America, 
or whereever they are.) _ 
© Recommended, to thecare, of the 
Direttors of the ſaid Company. 


AGF of the. General Aſſembly, and Reference to the Commiſſion milk; 
| feof the Preſbyreries of Caithnels, Orknay, 


Ax Edinburgh, 15 February 1700 Years. Poit Merid. Self, 14, 
4 HE Gene il Aſſembly Conſideri hat the Bre- 
l l tern of hs (=p th Kr Or a nad 
nad a wb Number, and that they 


cannot 
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cannot conveniently meet ina Synod, for mutual Advice and 
Athftancez-Do therefore continue the , Advices and Inftru- 
ctions given to the ſaids Presbyteries, at their Ereftion; And 
Referrs to the Commiſſion of the General Aﬀſembly, at E4ix- 
burgh toadd to, or alter the ſame, as they ſhall find Cauſe ; And 
empowers the faid Commiſſion, to give Advice and Affitance, 
to the ſaids Presbyteries, or any -of them, as they ſhall be 
applyed unto, or find needful: And ro Determine in all 
References, A , or Petitions, made or to be made 
to them by the ſaids Presbyteries,/or any Minifter, or Pa- 
riſh, within pram = rs ra 16s! And 
particularly to. ing, in Purgeing, and ng, 
Kirks ; Ke in Application to the Civ] ; _ | 
repareing, and bulding Kzrks, and Man/es, and ſettling of 
Schools , 1n theſe Bounds ; And likeways to ſend Probationers, 


tothe ſaids Presbyteries, and'give them the Allowance, ap- 
pointed by - the laſt Aſſembly, and Commiſſion thereof 


Upon Application, for that Effet: And in general, to do 
all rhings needful, with Reſpe&t to the ſaids Presbyreries, 
that other Commiſſions might have done, or that was com- 
mitted to them, by former Aſlemblies. | 
VII. 
Approbation of the Attings, and Proceedings, of the Commiſſion 
| pre Fe by the General Aſſembly, 1699. * 
Eadem Seflione, your 
\ HE General Aſſembly having, this day, had repro- 
[ duced, in their preſence, the Regiſter ofthe" AQ> 
'@* ings, and Proceedings, of the Commiffioners, ap- 
pointed by - + late _— and having heard*rhe Report 
of a Committee, of this Aſlemblies own number, that were 
not Members of the ſaid Commiſion,” but appointed to reviſe, 
examine, and conſider, the ſaid Regiſter, wich cheir Obſer- 
ves thereupon: All the Members of the faid Commiſſion, 
were deſired to remove, and Mr. Jahn  Levrie was choſen 
Malwator, and "Mt. Thowas Raſſe!,” Clerk pro temepore | The 
Moderator #tid-Cherk -ofthis Aiſembly, having b&n Mem- 
bers, ofthe ſaid Commiſſion, and therefore And 
| the: General, Aſſembly having ſeriouſly conſidered, the faid 
miſſion, ang other Members thereof, To the fajd Obſerve; 
d finding- thereby," that the whole Aftings, Proccedi 
ts fubſcribed by Mr: Joh» Banneyne 


. 
14 


'1n 
erk 


thereto, 
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thereto, beginning the foxr day of Fibrawry laft,andending the 
Thirty op. January laſt, 7 OT ae much Wi "Pru- 
dence, Diligence, and Faithfulneſs, and that the Taid Com- 
miſſion, have proceeded orderly, and formally in the things, 
that came e them According to their Commiſſion 
and Inftruftions: Therefore this General Aﬀcmbly, by cheir 
Vote did, and hereby do, ratify and approve the faids Aft- 
ings, Proceedipgs, and Concluſions, of the ſaids Commiſh- 
oners, contained in the Regiſter thereof. And the Mem- 
bers of the Commiſſion being called in, The ſame way inti- 
mare”ro them; And the Moderator gave thera the "Thanks, 
of rhis' Afſembly, For their good Service; and then the 
Moderator, and Clerk, ofthis Aflembly, did again take their 


_ IX. ' 


Att anemt reviſing of the Repiiters, of Charch-Judicataries. 
At Edinburgh, - x6 February 1700. Awe Mwidiem, 
3h; * 


T HE General Aſſembly Taking to their Conſideration, 
the Overture tranfmitted . d the ou opens Afﬀem« 

,  Presbyreries, concerning] the reviling; of, the: Regil- 
na of oye res. and having heazd-the fie fo 
veral times, in thar own picſence; as all0- havigg hcard, 
the Report, of the;Commintee; for Qyertures, \ cancerams the. 
Opinioa of Presbyteries thereanent: And the Ganetal Aon. 
bly, conſidering rhe great Impoer wo this Church, that all is, 
Regiſters be exaQ, and well keps, Do-require all Pro»: 


hal of 
t 
ſped; 

che moſt Fix and.] 
when 


find 


*azainſt the Actings of the ſaid Presbyrery, and nouuog: ap, 
« pearing cenſureable, Ordered the Clerk to atreſt this in theur 
« Presbytery-Book. ; 

. And &o, for the Regiſters of Provincial Synods, and Kirk- 
Seffions mutatis mutandis; But if there be any _ truel 
cenſureable, in the ſaid Book, and in it felf Material, wi 


D 2 reſpe& 
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reſpect to Diſcipline, that it be recorded, as cenſured, both in 
the Synod-Book, and Atteſtation. | 


R, 


AT anent Schoolmaiters, Chaplains, Governours, and 
Pedagogues, 
Fadem Seffione. 


TS H E General Aſſembly took to their Conſideration 
the Overture tranſmitted to' Presbyteries, by the 
| late. General Afembly, concerning School-maſ. 


— rh P_ of Presbyterics thereupon, The 
emvly 


General A 


lains and' 


ſons from 


ply to the Commiſſion of | P; ; for | Viſi of 
2 fuk and Colledges. Andit is hereby appointed :TVhar an 
Account be pwen 1n, every half year,'to the Presbytery, 
by Miniſters, what School-maſters, Chaplains, Goverciours, 
and 'Pedagogues, are in their reſpective: Parochts:/. And 
the Genetal«Afſembly-'recdmmends, to: Maſters of Colled- 
ges,” ro take! Care, and uſe their Authority, for the! ſame 
cats, that the 'Delinquerits may be, proceaded againſt, by 
the reſpective Presbytries,”and cenſured; upor:clear':evi- 
dence” of their” Guilt) {577 7 217 1 meklg ff ole Dat 
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AM 
\ Att anent ſubſcribing the Confeſſion of Faith 


At Edinburgh » 17 February 1700 
Avte Meridiem Sefl: 16. 


HE General Aſſembly Appoints, That all Miniſters 

* and Ruleing-Elders, belon ng to this National 

Church, ſubſcribe the Conteffion of Faith, As the 

Conteffion of their Faith, according to the Act of Aflem- 

bly 1690, and the Formule agreed upon: in the Aſſembly, 

held in the Year 1694, Aﬀs117h, T. 6. And that this be 
done, betwixt and the next General Aſſembly. 


XII. 


Commiſſion to ſome Minifters, aud Elders, to vifite the Bounds 
of the Provinces of Angus ana Merns, Aberdeen, Murray and 


Roſs. 
Eadem Seſlione. 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church, ta- 
| king to Conſideration, how requiſite it is, Thar 
ſome Miniſters and Elders, be appointed, for Viſt- 
tation of Kirks on the North ſide of Tay, and diſcufling ſuch 
' Afairs, as this Aſſembly ſhall think fit to refer thereto: Doth - 
therefore by theſe preſents, Nominate Commiſſionate and Ap- 
point, Mr. Patrick = Minifter at Ormeſton, Mr. Jobs 
Stirling at Greenock, Mr Hugh White, at Larbert, Mr. James 
 Hadow, Profeſſor of Divinity at St. Andrews, Mr. James Ram- 
Jay at Eymouth, Mr. Samuel Charters at Innerketthing, Mr. 
oſeph Drew at New-Munkland, and Mr. Andrew Broun at 
Sper, Miniſters; Walker Stewart of Pardivan, and James Prin- 
gle of Buckholm, Ruleing Elders, To be a Commiſſion of this 
Afembly, for the Effe& foreſaid, and appoints them to have 
their fi _— in the Church of Dandee, upon the ſe- 
» * cond 'Wedneſds)of Fane next, at two of the clock in the af- 
terqoon, and then to proceed, through the Provinces of 4»- 
«s, and Mearnes Aberdeen, Murray, and Roſs. And it is here- 
by declared, that the Miniſters and Ruleing Elders of the 
\Bounds, are:to be Members of the ſaid Commiſſion, within 
their reſpetive Presbyterics; unleſs any of them be found 
Parties; With power to the ſaid Commiſſion, to. chuſe their 
own Moderator and Clerk ; and the ſaid, Commuſſion are 
hereby - empowered, to viſite Presbyteries, 'and Pariſhes, 
od E | Purge 
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Purge and Plant Churches, Redreſs Grievances, and call'toan 
Accompt, and try Perſons diſſeminating erroneous Principles, 
and heretical DoArines; And generally to do all things, con- 
form tothe Inſtrufticns, given to the miſſion, ſent North 
in the Year 1694, and the Committee ſept to Roſs, Sutherland, 
Cairhneſs, -and+ Orknay, in the Year 1698. And the 
ſaid Commiſſion, are hereby appointed, to make Enquiry, 
' what Grouth Popery makes in thoſe Bounds; And in caſe 
they find trafiqueing Papiſts, 'or Prieſts, and Jeſuits, in any 
of theſe Bounds, thar the apply to the Magiſtrates of the 
Place, for Execution of-the Laws, againſt them; And the 
General Aſſembly Exhorts-and Requires, the ſaid Commiſſi- 
on to AQ deliberately, in. all rheir Procedure, and for that 
end, to ſtay a competent time, in cach Province they come 
to, as the Exigence- of the Bounds requires : and the Presby- 
teries of the ſeveral Bounds, are deſired, an1 required, to }. 
prepare at:y Bulineſs,. they have to be conncical by. the 
{aid Commiſſion; And for that end to cite Parties, in the 
name of the ſaid Commiſſon,. to appear before the ſame ; 
thereby to gain time. And in cate the Commiſſion find it con- 
venient, That any of the Brethren of the Presbytries, in 
* Whoſe bounds they ſhall be, for the time, Concurre with them 
to viſite the bounds of the next Presbytrie, That then, upon 
the Commiſhon's deſfireing the ſame , the ſaid Presbytrie, in 
| Whoſe bounds they are, are hereby required, to nominate 
ſome of their number, to join with the faid Commiſſion, in 
viſiting the neighbouring Presbytery, and that they diſcuſs 
all References and Appeals, that ſhall be Remirted to them, 
By this Aſſembly : And the ſaid Commiſſion are prohibite, to 
meddle in any thing, but what ishereby cotnmitted to 
them. - And laſtly, they are to be countable to,- and cenſure-' 
able by the next enſucing General Aſſembly, for all their 
Atings. _ | 3% 


XIIL 


Commiſſion by the General Aſſembly, to ſome Miniſters and 
4 Ralting Elder to vifite Zetland, Orknay, aud- Caithneſs. * + 


Fadem Seſfione. 


HE General Aſſembly of this National-Church 
' of Scotland, taking to their conſideration, a Reference 
. madetothem by the Commiſſion of the' fare Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, anent ſending a Commirtee, to viſite-Zytland, 
and having heard ſome -Letters from the Brethren of 
the Presbytery there, earneſtly deſireing the ſame; And be- 


ing 
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being: convinced of the great Need there is, of ſending 
ſome Miniſters, to theſe Bounds, Did, and. do hereby, No- 
minate, Commiſſionate, and Appoint, Mr. James Hart Mi- 
niſter at. Ratho, Mr. John Brand xt Borrowſtouneſs, Mr. Jobs 
Sandilands at Dolphingioun, Mr. Alexander Lauder at Mording- 


. 


toun, Mr. James Graham ar Holm, in Orknay, Mr. Patrick Gu 
thrie at Sunday thete, Mw. William Blaw at Weftray there, Miniſters, 
' and Samuel Maclelau Stewart Principal of Orknay and Zetland, 
Rulcing Elder: 'To be a Commiſſion, for viſiting the faid 
Presbytry of: Zygttexd, Churches' within rhe Bounds there- 
of, and for aſſiſting the Brethren of the ſaid Presbytry, in 
their Presbyterial Work; And appoints the Brethren, of the 
ſaid Commiſſion abovenamed, that lives be South Tay, to 
meet at Edinbargh, upon the firft -day of "Aprile next, and 
be io readineſs, to take their Voyage, and with the firſt fair 
Wind thereafter, to go to Z;!land, and as ſoon as they can, 
' to meet with the Brethre.1 of the Presbyrry-chereof, ( who are 
hereby declared to be Members of theſaid Commiſſion ) Wirh 
. Fower to them, to chuſe their own Moderator and Clerk; and 
they are hereby Empowered todog& Required to obſerve, what 
is committed torhem, by the particular Inſtrutions, tobe gi- 
ven them, by this Aſſembly or Commiſſion thereof, appoint- 
ed to meet at Edryburgh; And 1o proceed, in all thipgs that 
comes before them, according to the Conſtitutions of this 
Church , and As of the General Aſſemblies thereot: And in 
caſe they ſhall find convenient, either th go by Ca:thne/s.and 
Orknay,. or return that Way, They are hereby Empowered 
to do all things in theſe Provinces, tor the good of the Church, 
that they have by their Commiſhon, to do'in Zyrland, And 
laſtly, appoints the ſaid Commiſſon, to report an Account 
- oftheir Diligence in the ſaids Aﬀairs, to the next enſueing Ge- 
neral Aſſembly ; To whom they are to be countable, tor all 
their AQtings. 


XIV. | 
Att in favours of the Miniſters, ſent Narth on the ſeverdl 


: Commiſſions. 
LING. « Fadem Sefſione. 


HE General Afembly declares, That the Brethren, 

| named'to po North, upon Commiſſions, and thag 
ſhall go. toche places appointed, according to their Commi(- 
ſions, ſhall be exonered, from going in ſupplies to the Noxth, 
when itcomestotheir Turn; And % Presbytries from whom 
they 8% are hereby appointed, carefully to ſupply the Chyur- 
ches, ofthe ſaids Brethren, with Preaching, dureing their ab- 

. fence on the ſaids Commiſſions, 
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XV. 
AR Avent Scandalous and Contumacions Perſons.. © 


Ac Edinburgh, 19. February 1700. 
Ante Meridiem Sefl. 17. 


T HE General Afſembly took to their Conſideration, the 
Overture Tranſmitted to Presbytries, by the late Ge- 
 neral Aﬀembly,concerning Scandalous and Contumacious Per- 

ſons; And having heard the ſame Read, in their own Pre- 
ſence; As alſo the Report of the Committee for Ovyertures 
thereanent, and concerning the Opinion, of Presbytries there- 
upon : The General Aſſembly Did by their Vote, and here- 
by Do, Al.ow Presbytries, if they find Cauſe, to ſend'in to the 
General Aſſembly, or Commiſſon thereof, the Names of Scan- 
dalous Perſons, of whatever Quality, Guilty of Groſs Immor- 
alitics, and Contumacious to Church-Diſcipline ; with an full 
Extra& of the Proceſs, that they may proceed againſt them, 
as they ſee Cauſe. es 


X-V I. 


A# Anent the Metholl of making Owertares and Aﬀts, of the 
General Aſſembly. | 


Eadem Sefſione. 


þ. 2 General Afeinbly took to their Conſideration, the 
Jy _ Overtures Tranſmitted to Presbytries, by the late 
Afembly, concerning the method of paſſing Overtures, and 
AQs cf, Aſembly, and having -heard the ſaids Overtures 
Read, intheir own Preſence; As alſo, the Report of the Com- 
mittee for . Overtures- thereanent, and concerning the'Opini- 
on of Presbytries thereupon: The General. Aflembly Did 
by their Vote, and hereby Do, Enaft and Appoint, That 
when any thing of publick” Concern, and great Weight, is 
propqſed to the General Aſſembly, to be paſt as Overtures, or 
As, for a ftanding Rule to the Church, after .che firſt Read- 
ing,” it be delayed till the next day. of the Aſſemblies fitting, © - 
and ly on the. Table, to. be ſeen and Conſidered'by all the 
Members; And Wy when any thing is- paſt, as 
Overtures, by the General Aſſembly, It.is Ordained, that all 
and'every Presbytry Read them, publickly, in their non 
oof 5136s he 7 teria 
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terial meeting, once before the firſt meeting of the Synod next 
after the General Afembly , and Confider of - them» 
and that this be Recorded in their Presbytry Bookand enquir- 
cd-into by their Synods, in viſiting Presbytry Books; As alſo 
it is hereby Reccmmended to all Presbytries, to fend in an 
Account of their Judgement , and Opinion thereanent, with 
their Commiſſioners to the General Aſſembly, in write, but 
as briefly as may be, and the Overtures to be printed after the 
Ads; And Laſtly, It is hereby EnaQted, and Appointed, That 
each Miniſter,and Kirk-Seflion, have a Copy ot all the print- 
ed Ads of the General Afembly, and that Enquiry be made 
into this, at I and Synodical Cenſures and their 
Piligence recorded. 


XVI.. 
Ai diſcharging the printing of any part of Eceleſiaſtick Proceſſes» 


without Allowance. 
Eadem Seſlione. 


HE General —_— took to their Conſideration, 

, the Overture tranimitred to Presbyteries, by the 
late Aſſembly, agaioft-the printing of any Paper, 

to be preſented to Church-Judicatories, without Allowance ; 
And having heard the ſaids Overtures in their own preſence, as 
alſo the Report of the Committee for Overtures thereanent ; 
And concerning the Opinion of Presbyteries thereupon: The 
General Aﬀembly did by their Vote, and hereby do Prohi- 
bice, and Diſcharge, any Perſon or Perſons, to Preſume to 
print any Petition, Addreſs, Appeal, Reaſons, or Anſwers, 
orany part, of any Proceſs, tobe brought in to the General 
Aſſembly, or any other Church-Judieatory, without Leave, 
given by the reſpeQive Judicatories, before whom the fame 
is in Dependance; With Certification, that no reſpe& 
{hall be had thereto, In caſe they controveen this, by Read- 
ing or conſidering'the lame. ih 


XVII l 
Att Regulating the Reception of fach as come off from Popery, 
Radem Sefione. 


HE General Aſſembly took to their canſideration, 
| \ hho: by the late 

Aſſembly, concernawg Papiſts, an paving ard the 
report the Com- 


of Preshyteries thereupon: The General Aﬀetibly did dge, 
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that: Religion verbally, is not ſufficient -to-admit- them to 
Church-Priviledges: And therefore appoints, that the Re- 
ception of any- that comes off, from Popery, to the Communi- 
on of this Church, be the Deed of a Church-Judicatory ; 
And that they Subicribe .the Confeſſion of Faith, as the Con- 
ieſion-of. their Faith, 


XIX. 


Commiſſion by the General Aſſembly to ſome Minifters and Elders, 
to meet at Edinburgh, for Planting Vacant Kjrks in the North, 
.. and ather_ Affairs Referred to them, 


At Edinburgh, the 19. Day of February 1700. 
Poſt Meridiem Sefl.. 18. 


HE General Aſſembly Conſidering, That there are yet 
ſeveral Vacant Churches on the: North ſide of Tay; As 
likewayes, .That.there are ſeveral weighty Aﬀairs, which this 
Aſſembly cannot overtake; Do therefore find it needful, That 
there be a Commiſion granted, to ſome Minifters and Elders, 
for Planting theſe Vacant Churches, and doing what other 
Affairs ſhall be Referred tothem: And for that end , do hereby 
Nominate, Commiſſionate -and Appoint, Mr. Daniel Camp- 
” and, Mr. Daniel Mackay, for the Presbytry of Inverary ; 
r. Walter Campbel, and Mr. Daniel Macklawrine, for the 
Presbytry of Dexoon; Mr. David Simſon, and Mr. Dougal 
C bt , for the Presbytry of Kjntyre; Mr. Martine Mackpher- 
ſon, for the Presbytry of Skye ; Mr. Samuel Nairn, Mr. Tho- 
mas Black, and{M 2 as Glaſs, for the united Presbytries of 
Perth and Dunkeld; Mr. William Reid, and Mr. William Spence 
for.the Presbytry,of Auchrerardor ; Mr. Jobs Forrefter, and Mr. 
Hg na hire for the Presbytry of Stirling ; Mr. Michael Potter, 
and Mr. Alexander Douglaſs, tor the Presþytry of Damblane, 
Mr. Samuel Charters, and Mr. Allan Logan, for the Presbytry 
of Dumfermline ; Mr. Archibald -Ridael, and Mr. John Shaw, 
for the-Presbytry of Kzrkcalay;, Mr. James Pitcairn, and-Mr. 
Edward Jameſon; for the Presbytry of Couper ; Mr, James Had- 
dow, Mr. John Anderſon Minifter, and: Mr. William Moncrief 
at Lgrgo, for the Presbytry of St. Andrews; Mr. Samuel John« 
flown, and Mr. Jemes Ramſay, for the united Presbyrtrics of 
Dungee,, Meigle [and Forfar; Mr. Francis Melvil, and Mr. 
Join Ferguſon, for the united Presbytries of Breches, Aber- 
rothick and Medrnes, Mr. James Ocburn, Mr. Alexander Mit- 
thel, and Mr, 1 homas: Thomſon, tor the united Presbytrics of 
Aberdeen and, Kjncarden; Mr. Hugh Innes, 'and Mr. Peter ow 
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ling for the united Presbytries of Tarreff, Alfordand Fordyce; Mr. 
John Mulliken, for the united Presbytries of. Ellen, Deer, and 
Garrioch; Mr. Alexander Forbes, and Mr. James Thomſon, forthe 
united Presbytries in Murrey; Mr. William Stewart and Mr.Wal- 
ter Denoon, for the united Presbytries of Roſs and Southerland ; 
Mr. William Innes, and Mr. John Monro, for the Presbytry 
of Caithneſs; Mr. Thomas Baikie, and Mr. John Cobb, for the 
Presbytry of Orknay; Mr. James Kay, and Mr. William Bin- 
ning, for the Presbytry of Zerland; Mr. Gilbert Rale, Mr. 
George Meldrum, Mr. David Blair, Mr. Wiliam Crichton, Mr 
TJohn Law, Mr. George Hamilton, Mr. David Williamſon, Mr 
Thomas Wilkie 1n Canongate, Mr. fohn Monerief, Mr. James 
Webiter, Mr. John Hamilton, Mr. George Campbel, Mr. Wil- 
liam Wiſebart, Mz. Andrew Bowie, and Mr. George Andrews, 
for the Presbytry of Edinburgh; Mr. George - Barclay, Mr. 
Mr. William Barnet, Mr. Alexander Dalpleiſh; and Mr. 
Thomas Miller, for the: Presbytry of Linlithgow ; Mr. Robert 
Livingſton, and Mr. Robert Baillie, for the Presbytry of Big- 
gar; Mr. James Anderſon, and Mr. Archibald. Torie, for the 
Presbytry of Peebles; Mr. Patrick Caming, Mr. David Walker, 
and Mr. Robert Sandilands, for the Presbytry of Dalkeith; Mr. 
James Clerk, Mr. Matthew Reid, and Mr. Mango Watſon, for 
the Presbytry of Haddingtoun ; Mr. John Forreſt, and Mr. Ro- 
bert Stark, for the Presbytry. of Dambar; Mr. Alexander Cow- 
den, and Mr. Archibald Borthwick, for the Presbytry of Danſe; 
Mr. James Ram{ay, at Eymouth, and Mr. Gol Dy{art, for 
the Presbytry of Chirnſide ; Mr. John Vetch, and Mr. George 
Johnſtox, tor the Presbytry of Erfleton ; Mr. John Rutherford, 
and Mr. Charles Gordon, tor the Presbytry of Selkrig ; Mr. John 
Gaudie, and Mr. James Noble, for the Presbytry of Kzlſo; Mr 
Gabriel Semple, and Mr. Nicol Eagar, for the Presbytry of 
Jedburgh ; Mr. William Vetch, and Mr. Robert Blair, for the 
Presbytry.of Dremfrees ; Mr. Thomas Shields, and Mr, James 
Elder, for. the Presbytry of Penpont ; Mr. George Mulliken, and 
Mr. Wilkiam Aikmas, for the. Presbytry- of Lochmaben; Mr. 
James Armſtrang, and Mr. John Min, for the Presbytry of 
Midlebee ; Mr. Andrew Cameron, and Mr. James Monteith, 
for the Presbytry: of K;rcadbrigt ; Mr. Robert Rowan, and Mr. 
Andrew. Ewart, tor the Presbytry of Wigioam; Mr. Thomas 
 Caftiliaw, and Mr. Walter Lawrie, for the Presbytry of Stran- 
rawer-;- Mr. Andrew Rodger, Mr. John Lawrie, Mr. John Hun- 
tar, and:\Mr. Jemes Gilchriit Senor, for the Presbytry of Aire ; 
Mr. Patrick Verner, and Mr. Francis Finlayſon, tor the Pres- 
bytry of Jrviag ; Mr. John Ritchie, and Mr. Alexander Kjng 
for the Presbytry of Daumbertos;: Mr. Patrick Simſon, Mr. An« 
drew Turner, and Mr. Robert Tyloar, for the- Presbytry of 
Paiſley; Mr. William. Dunlop, Mr. Neil Gillies, and Mr. 
| F 2 


Govean, 


Govean, for the Presbytrv of Gla/gow; Mr. Robert Wyllie, and 
Mr. John" Hamilton, tor the Presbytry of Hamiltoun , Mr. Tho- 
mas Linning, and Mr. Jobs Bannatyne, for the Presbytry 
of Layxerick Miniſters : - George Earl of Metvil Lord 
Preſident of the Privy Council, George Earl of Syther- 
land, John Earl of Tullibardine, Charles Lord Teſter, William 
Lord Forbes, John Lord Belhaven, James Maſter of Carmichael, 
Sir Hugh Dalrymple of Northberwick Lord Preſident of the 
Seſfion, Adam Cockburn of Ormieſtoun Lord Theſaurer Depute, 
Sir James Stewart of Goodtrees Lord Advocate, Sir Coline Camp- 
bel of Aberuchel, Sir John Hamilton, of Halcraig, Sir David 
Home of Croſsrig three of the Lords of Sefſion, Mr. Johs 
Campbel Brother to the Earl of Argyle, Mr. Francis Montgo- 
ery of Gifs, Colonel Jobn _ Erskine of Cariddex, Sir Coline 
Campbel of Ardkinlaſs, Sir John Home of | Blaccader, Sir Joh 
Swinton of that Ilk, Sir William Cunninghame of Cunning hame- 
Head, Sir Archibald Mure of Thorntoan, Sir John Clerk of Pen- 
mjtook, Sir William Baird of Newbaith, Sir Adam Gordow of Dal- 
foly, Sir Thomas Burnet His Majeftie's Phyſician, Willians 
Ballie of Lamingtoun, Adam Drummond of Meggins, George 
Moucrief of Reedie, Duncan Forbes of Colloden, Thomas Kjlpa- 
trick of Cloſebarn younger, Captain John Erskine, George Home 
of K7llo, Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, Themas Mitchel Provoſt of 
Aberdeen, John Anderſon of Dowhil Provoſt of Glaſgow, Walter 
Stewart of Pardivan, James Toung of Neatherfield, William Muir 
of Glanderitoun, Mr. James Boſwel of Auchinleck Advocat, 
Adams Broun preſent Baillie in Edixburgh, James Mackclurg Dean 
of Gild thereof, Hugh Blair late Dean of Gild there, Mr. 
Archibald Dickſon of Towrlands, and Mr. Robert Cook 
Advocat Ruleing Elders; To be Commiſſioners of the 
General Afembly,' to the effet before and afrer mentioned; 
With full power, and Commiſſion to the aids Perſons, 
or their . Q«oram, which is hereby declared , to be any 
Fifteen of the ſaids Commiſſioners, whereof Nine, are always 
to be Miziiters, To mect and conveen within the Aſſembly- 
Houſe at Edinburgh the Fir# day after the Diſſolution of this 
Aſſembly, at Ten Hours in the Forenoon, and afterwards to 

meet, the ſecoud Wedneſday of March, and firſt Weane/days of 
June, September, and December, and oftger, where, and 

whea they ſhall think needful and convenient ; with power 

to the faid Commiſion, ro chuſe their own Moderator and 

Clerk. © And ficklike the General Afſembly fully Empowers, 

and Authorizes. the {aids Commiſſioners, or then*#Quoram, to 

Conſider, Cogoaſce, and finally Determine, as they thall ſee 

Cauſe, in every thing contained in, and conform'to-the In- 

firuQtions given them by this Aſſembly, as fully and freely 

4 tfthe ime were in theſe preſents, at full leng Ty 
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ſet down: Asalfo to Conſider, Cognoſce, and finally Deter- 
mine, in all References, Appeals, and other matters, parti- 
cularly Referred to them, by any AQ or Order of this Afſem- 
bly; All which are holden as herein expreſt; And the 
General Aſſembly doth hereby prohibite, and Diſcharge the 
ſfaids Commiſſioners ro medle, in any other matters, then 
what is contained herein; Declaring alſo, that in and for their 
AQtings, they ſhall be countable to and Cenſurable by, the 
next enſueing General Aſſembly of this Church; And laſtly 
declares, that this Commiſſion ſhall continue untill the meer- 
ing, of the next General Aſſembly. 


RR, 


Inſtraitions to the Commiſſion, appointed by the General Aſſem- | 
bly, to meet at Edinburgh, | 


Eadem Seſlione. 


I HAT this Commiſſion, as often as they ſhall ſee cauſe, 
apply to the Government, or any Magiſtrate, for 
their countenanceing of, and concurring with the Judicato- 
ries of the Church, in what the Law allows, and for put- 
ting the Laws in Execution, againſt Prophaneneſs, and Re- 
ulating the Poor, by :providing Maintainance, and Labour 
or them; and particularly, anent ſettling Vacant Congrega- 
tions, and redrefling any Grievances, which may fall our. 
IT That when any of the Miniſters, whlio ſerved under 
the late' Prelacy, whoſe Lives and Doctrines may render 
them uſeful to this Churh, Do apply for Reception into 
the Government; The General Aﬀſembly do . Empower, 
and Recommend to this Commiſſion, that they receive them 
according to the 13th ©. of the 16:hþ At of the General 
Aſſerdbly 1697. | 
TIT. That this Commiſſion, in Diſpoſal of his Maje#es 
Gifts to this Church; do particularly take care, that the En- 
couragement granted by the laft Aſſembly, to Probationers, 
who'are togo North, to preach, be rendered effeRual; and 
that they cauſe defray the extraordinary Charges, that ſe- 
veral Miniſters of the North, have been at, in carrying on 
the Planting of the North, and other publick Afairs, of the 
Church there; And for defraying the Charges of theſe ſear 
on Commiſſions, and of ſuch Probationers, as ſhall yet. be 
ſent, to the North, particularly Caithneſs Orkney and Rers 
land. . 
IV. The Commiſſion is to Cognoſce, and, finally Deter. 
mine, in all References made to them by this Aﬀembly, 


and in all References and Appeals, for tranſporting Mi- 
| G niſters 
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niſters to the North, which ſhall be orderly brought before 
them, according to the Overtures made thereanent, the 
laſt Aſſembly. / 
. V. This Commiſſion is alſo to Correſpond with the 

State, anent Faſts, and Thankſpivings, as occaſion requires, 
and toſp ecify the Cauſes thereof. | 

VI. This Commiſhon is to give Adviceand Aſeftance, 
to any Synod or Presbytry, in difficult caſes, as they ſhall be 
applyed unto by them, for that Effect. 

- VIE. * That this Commiſſion be careful to ſupply, with 
good and able Miniſters, the Ships and Colomes of the 
African and Indian Company as they ſhall be applyed unto, 
by the Court of Directors of the faid Company, from 
time to time, and to ſend Miniſters to them, either by Miſ- 
fion, Ordination, or Tranſportation; And it is referred to 
* this Commiſſion to facilitate, by all means poſſible, their 
proviſion with Miniſters, - and to do every thing, for the en- 
couragement oftheſe that are; or afterward ſhall be ſent; In 
regard, this General Aſſembly cannot overtake it. 

VIII. This Commiſſion is empowered, to enquire how 
the Miniſters tranſported, by this General Aſlembly, or ſhall 
be tranſported, by their Commiſſion obey; And in caſe of 
Diſobedience, that they ſuſpend the Difobedient Perſons, for 
three Moneths, .and in caſe they do not obey after the three 
Moneths are elapſed, That then they be depoſed Simpliceter : 
And this particularly to be applyed, in the Caſe of 
Mr. David Pitcairn, formerly tranſported from Cyeich to 
Forreſſe, if he diſobey. | | 
FX. This Commiſſion, or rheir Moderator, in the Inter- 
valls ofthe Commiſſion, are Empowered to receive Calls, le- 
=} wormanyy in, and to tranſmitt them, to the reſpective 

byteries intereſted, and in caſe of References, or Ap- 
peals, to the faid Commiſſion, That they finally derermine 
therein, According to the former AQts of Aﬀſemblics, for ex- 
pediteing Tranfportations, to the Norrh. 

XR. is Commiſfiog ts to give all due Encouragement, 
and Afiftauce to any als, may* be made tothe, a- 
nent Endeavours for Reformation of Manwers, nd for the ef- 
fe&oal Curbing of Prophanity; And that they apply in 
2 competent manner, to the Government forthat End. 

" XT This Commiſſion tis to look out for ſome perſons, 
who may be fit to be Clerk to the General Aſſembly, and 
propoſe them to the next Afiembly. 
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XXL. 
AZ anent the S»pply of the North with Miniſters 4nd Probat iontrs. 


Fadem Seſſione, 


HE General Aflembly taking to Conſideration, That 
4 there are yet ſeveral Vacant-Kirks ia the Narth Did 
and hereby do, EnaQt and Appojnt, That Nine Aftual Mini- 
{ers be ſent +n manner aftermentioned, tor Supplying thereof 
each Fowr Moncths untill the next Aſſembly, begining the 
Firſt Day of Merch next; Five whereof v0 the Province of 
Angas and Mearns, of which three to the united Presbytrics 
of Dumdre, Meeple and Forfar, And Two to the united Pres- 
bytry of Brechen, Aberbrothick and Mearns; Item, Two to the 
Province of Aberdeen, till Mr, Thomas. Blackwal be Admitted 
there, and one only thereafter; Item, Two to the Proyince 
of Murray, to be proportioned as followes, viz. The Provin- 
cial Synod of Glaſgow and Aire, is to ſend three AQtual Mini« 
ſters, of which one to the united Presbytries of Dundee, Meegle 
and Forfar, One tothe united Presbytries of Brechen, Aberbroth- 
ick and Mearns, And One to Abergees; Item, the Provincial 
Synod of Fife, is to ſend One. Altual Miniſter, wo the Pro- 
vince of. Marray; and the Provincial Synod of Perth and Stir- 
ling,is ro ſend One Actual Miniſter,to the Province of Aberdeen; 
Item, the Provincial Synod of Mer/ſe and Teviordale, is toſend 
One AQtual Miniſter'to the Presbytries of Brechew, Aberbrorh« 
ick and Mearns; Item, the Provincial Synod of Lothian and 
1 weeddaie, is to fend Three Aftual Miniſters, whereof One to 
the united Presbytries of Dundee, Meeple and Forfar, One: t6 
Aberdeen, And One to the Province of Murray: But after Mr. 
Thomas Blackwal is ſetled at Aberdeex, the faid Synod of Loch» 
jan, is to be ea(cd of the Supply of that place. 

. And hkeways rhe General Aſſ:mbly does hereby EnaGt and 
Appoint, 'That Eighteen Probationers be ſear, Nor:b, of which 
Six areto be ſent to the Province of Angus and Mearns, viss 
Three tothe unired Presbytries of Meeg/e, Dandee and Forfar, 
Three to the united Presbytries of Brechen, Aberbrothich; and 
Mearns, Item, Five to the Province of Aberdeew, whereof One 
is to have the Iriſh Language; Item, Five tothe Province of 
Marray, whereof Two are to have the Iriſb Language; Itc 
One to the dag + Z;tland; And haftly, One having 
to the Bounds of the 


be 
Presbytry of Dankeld: And it is hereby 
declared; That the ſaids Probationersare to be ſeat on the fame 


Terms and Condinons, and with the ſame. 


thar the Twenty Probationers were ſeas by the taſk 
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Aſlembly. 
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The ACTS of the 


XXII. 


AF and Recommendation, anent Mortifications, and PV iſutations 


I 


of Pariſhes. 
Eadem -Sefſione. 
HE General Aſſembly recommends, toall Presbyte- 


ries to be diligent and careful, in Viſiteing 
riſhes, within their Bounds, and take particular 


the Pa- 


- notice, how all Sums of Money mortified, or otherwiſe be- 


longing to the Poor of the 
and 


ap 


Dilapidations of any ſuch Sums, that theſe 
-may be purſued, according to Law : And that 
ron take Account of the Presbyteries withia their 
Bounds, their Diligence therein. 


_ XXIIL 


bl 


ariſh, have been managed, 
plyed, from time totime,; And if they ſhall find any 
thereof, 
eral Sy- 


Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters, and Elders, for viſiteing the 


Presbytery of Midlebee. 


At Edinburgh the 20 day of February 1700. 


FT 


Presbytry 


Ante Merid: Seſſ: 19: 


HE General Aſſembly, havirg heard the report of 
the Committee far Overtures, anent the Grievan- 
ces, repreſented by the ' Commiſſioners from the 
of Mialebee, Judged that in regard the Greiveances. 


of the ſaid Presbytry, are lo exceedingly great, Ir is expedient 
that a Committee ſhould be appointed to go thither, againſt 
the end of July; to conſider thele Grievances, and to do what 
they can for remedy thereof; And that berwixt and that time, 


do wia 


od of Drumfrees, either by themſelves, or Committee, 
tthey can to remedy theſe Grievances: And that 


accordingly, ifthey obtain any goud Effet, the ſaid Presby- 
Ary, is to advertiſe. the Committee of this Aſſembly, not to 
come. - And the General Aſſembly does hereby declare, that 
there ſhall be no Traniportations, from . that Presbyrry, till 
the next General Aſſembly, without their own conſent, 
upon any Calls-ro be given ; But it is always declared, that this 
is butprejudice, of any Proceſſes, already commenced; And 
the General Aſſembly, Nominats, and Appoints, Mr. Gabri- 


el Semple Miniſter at Jedburgh, Mr. John 


annatyne at Lane- 


rick, Mr. George Mallekine at Moffat, Mr.” Matthew Reid at 


North. 
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Northberwick, Mr. Alexander | Orrock at. Hawick, Mr. Nicol 
Edgar at Hopkirk Mr. James Gathrie at Irongray, and Mr. Robert 
Blair' at. Holy-wdod. * Miniſters, 'Fhe Lads of. Fainaſb and 
Whitelawy Ruleing Elders, to be Members | of the faid Com- 
mittee, to meet at Langbolm"the' laſt Wedneſday of Jay next, 
with the * Members of the ſaid*Presbytry. of Mzalebee; + And 
the ſaid :Commutee | are, hereby. empowered to chute their 
own Moderator and Clerk, and to . proceed againſt all per- 
ſons guilty of groſs Immoralities, according to the As of the 
General Aſferbly,' and Order--and Diſcipline of this Church ; 
and to endeavour to-remove the Grievances of the-, Breth- 
ren of the ſaid Presbytiry, and in order thereunto to viſite 
the ſaid. Presbytry,:1n- the uſual manner; -Aud endeavour.to 
obrain the Aſſiſtance of perſons of Intereſt and Quality, in 
theſe payts to render the Attings and Proceedings of 
Church-Judicarories, the more 'EfteQtual: And this Com- 
mittee is, to be cqunrable* ro;*and Ceanfureable by the next 
General Aſſembly. *' * (+ EM 


X XIV. 
Att for Renderipg © Effeitual, the Supplies of the North; 
At Edinburgh, 20 of February 1700. Poſt Merid: Sell? 20; 
"HE Generel Aſſembly does hereby declare, that all 
| former AA, for rendering effe&ual the Supply of 
- the North with Minifters, not expreſly reſcinded, 


ſhalt bein fall force, and Referrs tothe Commufſion, to ice 
to the. Execution thereof. V+ 


(30) 
XXV 


'@\L ERTURES, Tranſmitted by the General Af* 
ſembly beld in the year. 1700, to the ſeveral” Pres- 

bytries, within this National C hurch ; That they may 

confider the ſame, and ſend their Opinion thereanent, 
to the next General Aſiembly, who may paſs the ſame 
in As, if the more general Opinion of this Church 
- | -agres thereunto; | 5-0 


Avent Commiſſioners to the General. Aſſembly, and their ſubſcrib+ 
wg ing the Confeſſion of Faith. - 
1..." HAT. all Commiſſions to Miniſters and Elders, 
—_— from - Prgsbyteries, Univerſities, | and. Royal 
Burghs, to ſubſequent Aſſemblies, bear, that they, have. ſub- 
ſcribed the Confeſſion of Faith of this Church, according to 
the 11th, AR of this Aſlembly.- - 
2  Thatno Miniſter or Elder be Nominate and Commiſſi- 
ovatse,. to: be a Member :of | the General Aſſembly of this 
Church, by any Presbytry, Burgh or Univerſity, 'But ſuch 
whoTufyally reſide: in, and . bave a Relation to. the Pref- 
bytry Burgh or Univerſity, they are commiſſioned from. 
' Anent Citations, in caſes of Tranſportatian of Minitters, 
FF" HAT in caſes of Tranſportatioa, when the :defending 
2tc \- Party aold Pariſh, are be fummoned, thatsHhe Mi 
niſter himſelf being ſummoned aped A&ia.at thei Pregby- 
try, or if abſent by the Presbytries letter to be preſent, at 
the day appointed, for hearing the cauſe, he-alſo be ordered, 
to intimate out of the Pulpit, to Heritors, Elders, and others 
concerned in rhe Pariſh, That there is fuch a Call, and ſuch 
a Tranſportation defligned; Anditany of them have a mind 
ir. Right in their Miniſter, they are to_be pre- 
ſent at the Presbytry, on ſuch a-day, and ready to make 
their Defences, for which purpoſe the Call with the Reaſons 
- thereof, are tobe given or tranſmitted to the Miniſter, by him 
to be RRC ro _ This ge hg * carry the 
rableing. af Meſſengers, by the yaruly Mob, and horrid pro- 
date Gn bfihe Lode Day, which falls out in ſome *./ 4 
Which Overture, being conſidered by the General Aſſem- 
bly they allow thereof it the Presbytry concerned, ſhall ſee 
cauſe totake that Courſe, and declares that it ſhall be a' va- 
| ide Citation, it being always optional to the Presbytry to 
follow this courſe, or todo it by their Officiar as formerly, 
= The 


” 


- 
4 


(.3r 
XXVI 


HE next Genetal Aſſembly of this National Church, is 

- to be held at Edinburgh, the Ninteenth day of - February 
in the year One Thouſan ſeven hundred and one, © _ 
The Aſſembly being cloſed, the members were diſmiſſed with 
prayer, ſinging the 122 Pſalm from 6 Verſe, to the end; And 
pronoumting of the Bleſſing. | . 


_ Colletted and Extratied from the Records, 
of the Generel Aſſerably, By me *, 
J. Bannatyne Cls Sym, Netjond!. 
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OF THE 


ACTS Wy. Of the General Aﬀembly, held 
in the Tear 1700, which are not here Printed. 


Fter - Sermon by Mr. George: Hamilton. Moderator 
. of thelaſt Aſſembly, The General Aſſembly did con- 
veen; And being opened by him, Mr. David Blair 
was choſen Moderator, and Mr. John Bannatyue Clerk, tothis 
Afﬀembly. Seflion.. 1. | 
'The Commiſſioner and Moderator's Speeches, at opening 
the:Afſembly. 1bid. 
Committee for drawing an Anſwer to His Majeſtie's Gracious 
Letter. Ibid. 
Committee for Overtures. 16:4. 
Committee for Bills, References and Appeals. 16d. 
| Committee for Reviſeing the Regiſters, of the Proceedings of 
' the Commiſſion of the General Allembly 1699. Ibid. 
Committee for conlidering Controverted EleQions and Com- 
miſſions. 1b:d. 
Appointment of a Diet for publick Prayer. 141d. 
A Diet ſpent in Prayer. Seſl. 2 
Committee tor Reviſeing Synod-Books , and theſe Committees 
7 hg to confer with the Moderators or Clerks, or in 
calc of their abſence, with other Members of Synods preſent, 
' before reporting; And this to be obſerved with Relation to 
the. Commiſſion-Book. Sefl. 3. | 
The Presbytries of Marray, Roſs, Caithneſs, Orknay and Zyr- 
« . land, appointed to bring their Records to the acxt General 
Aſſembly, to be Reviſed with Certificatioa &c. bid. 
_— anent controverted Commiſſions, with a Kecommen- 
ation to Presbytries, Rags and Univerſities, to obſerve 
the Formule anent Commiſſions Recommended by the Ge- 
netal Aſſembly 1695. Ibid. _OR RT 
Cotnmittee for taking up a Liſt, ofthe Names of Probationers 
- and Students of Divinity. Ibid, 
Commiſſioners from Presbytries, ordered to give ig their Re- 
{| e Presbytries Opinions, Concerning: the Overtures 
ran{mitted by the laft Aſſembly, 1bid- » . -,;- A 
Commirtee for conſidering the State of the Church; inthe 
North and Highlands, Ibid. +, —— 
Letter Excuſcing the abſence of Mr. W:/liaw Innes; Commi(l- 
- ' fionter from the Presbytry * Caithneſs &c. Sell. -4« 
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A Letter from Mr. Hugh Clanje, produced and Remitted to 
the Committee for controverted Commiſſions, Ibis. - 

Committee for Nominating Miniſters to Preach before the 
Commiſſioner, and Supplying -the Kirks of the Mini- 
ſters of Edinburgh, Members of Aſſembly. 1bid 

AQ Tranſportin Mr Thowas Blackwel Miniſter, from Paiſley 
to Aberaten, . bid. 

Appointment of another Dyer for Prayer, to be kept by the 

Fro wan of Aſſembly 'Þ the aGrebiy-Houſa, upon the 
account of the fad, and aſtoniſhing Conflegration, that fell 
out on _— the 34 February 1700. in the Parliament- 
Cloſs &c. 

AQ continueing Mr. David Broun Miniſter at NeilFoun, and 
refufeing to Tranſport him to Aberdeen, Ibjd, 
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AQ continueing Mr, John Murdoch Miniſter at Cro/michael, 
and refuſeing to Tranſport him ro Wigtoun, Sefl. 6, 

A Committee of Minifters and Lawyers Members of Afﬀem- 
bly, appointed to conſider the Aﬀair betwixt Michael Balfour 
of Forrer and IP Corſane, Ibid. | | 

A Petition for the Marqueſs of Tweedasle, anent the, Call-of 
Teſter Pariſh, to Mr. Alexander Anderſon, Remitted to the 
Committee for Overtures. 161d. 

Recommendation to the Commiſſion of Parliament, for Plan- 
tation of Kirks &c. Anent aStipend for another Miniſter to 
the Pariſh of Inmerak. and Moot h, Ibid. 


Av erm ao -þ John Wylie 
A 4 


iniſter, from Salive to 
Clackmanan. | 


Reference to the Commiſſion at Edi#bargh, anent Mr, Thomas 
Mitchels Settlement at Coupar in Angus. Seff, 8. | 
AR Rejefting the Appeal of Edi»burgh, ancnt their Proceſs 

Concerning the Tranſportation of Mr. Williaew Moncreif, 
from Lays to'Edinburgh. Ibid, 
A Diet ſpent it Prayer. Seff. 9g, According to'a former ap- 
pointment. ' Sef{, 5, | | 
Lerter of Excuſe fromthe Prakgery of Zer/and, for their not 


- Ffending a Commiſſioner tothis Aſſembly. | Io 

A& anent the Supply and ſpeedy Planting of Wigtoun, Ibid. 

aa + nrs.apeay . Alexander Hamilton Minter from Ec- 
cleſmachan to_ Airth. Thid. | 
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» Report 
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Report of che Committee, anent the State of the North and ſup- 
ply thereof &c; Seff. 11. 

Committeo for Reviſeing the P:occedings of the Committee 
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Reference to the Commiſſion at Edinburgh, to apply to the 

- Government, for an Augmentation to the Stipend of one of 
the Miniſters of Kirkby, 1bid. 

Reference to the Commiſſion at Edinburgh, to apply to the 
Government, ancat Reparation of Kirks and Manſes, in 
Orkuay. Ibid. ; 

Reference to the Commiſſion at Edinbargh, ancnt the Grei- 
vances of the Presbytry of Zycland. Ibid. 

Appointment 'on ſome Members, to ſpeak to the Lord Glews 
rchy, in favours ofthe Presbytry of Caithneſs, Ibid, 

Committee for Nameing the Members of the Commiſſion to 
fit at Edinburgh, and drawing their Commiſſion and In- 

ay guane the different Calls to Mr. Alexander Anderſon, 
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Reference to the Commiſſion, anent the Overtures Tranf- 
mitted by the laſt Aſſembly, concerning the Emolumentary 
Writes of Miniſters, Kirks,. Schools. cs, and the faid 
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Report of theſe ſeatto the Privy Council, anens the Faſt. Ibid. 

Recommendation to Noblemen, Gentlemen, iſters and 
Others, that wants Mr. Matthew Pools Annotations on the 


Holy Bible; To buy the ſame from Agwer C | Relict 
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INDEX. 


Requiring, that each Miniſter Effectually Recommend to 
their Pariſhoners, to give all due Encouragement, to the 
ſaid Miſtreſs Anderſon, in Her Undertaking to Print the 
ſaid Book, Ibid. | 
Reference to the Commiſſion at Edinburgh, to defray the 
Charges of theſe who go 'on the Commiſſions to the North 
and Zztland, with an Act in favours of Mr. John Sexd:- 
lands, Sel. 16 : 
Reference to the Commiſſion at Edinburgh, ancent Mr. John 
Carſon. Sefl. 17 | 
Reference to the Commiſſion at Edinburgh, anent the Tranſ- 
portation of Mr. Job» Marray, Miniſter to Trinityg ask. Ibid. 
Refetence to the ſaid Commiſſion, aneat Planting the Vacant, 
- Kirks of Edinburgh. 161d. . 
Reference to the Commiſſion at Edinbwyh, to apply to the. 
__ Council againſt Printing Ecclefiaſtick Proceſſes, withour- 
Allowance. Ibid. : 
Committee for conſidering and prepareing the Overtures, con-- 
' cerning the, Diſcipline and Method of Procecdure, in Eccle-. 
- fiaſtick Judicatories. Ibid. | - 
Reference to the Commiſſion at Edinburgh, to adjuſt the Fn- 
ſtructions to the Commiſſion for Zgtland &c. Sefl,, 18 * 
Reference to the Commiſſion at Eainbargh, to make Applica- 
- tionto the King and; Parliament, for ſome Vacant Stipends, 
for Encouragement of Students having the*Iriſþ Language, 
and former Acts anent ſuch Students renewed. TIbzd. 
Reference to the.Commiſſion at Edinburgh, anent a Stipend to 
the Miniſter of Brecher, and the Aſſemblies Recommenda- 
tion ro, the Commiſſion of -Parliament, for Plantation of 
Kirks &c. thereanent. .' Ibid, . 147 
Recommendation; to the Lords of Thefaury and Magiſtrates 
of Edinburgh,” infavoursof Mrs:: Dexiel Mackillikin, Alexan- 
dey.;Fraſer, ' and : John Robertſon Students, having the'Iv5ſb 
Language, for.cBurfaries, Ihid.” ©. vs 
Reference to the Commiſſion at Edinburgh, ancnt Planting 
the Kirk of Bebie>. this, 23. 21123 1n9no bel 04 1905 2h. 
Act appointing Mr. Robert Burnet togo to Aberdeen. Ibid. 
Referehcetorhe Commiſhon, aneat a Profeſſor of Divinity to- 
the: Kings Colcdgeof Aberdpen/ - Ibid. '. 9 
Actangnt theSupply, of Aberdeen with fir Perſons. Ibid. © 
Refergnce.to 'the'Commuſſion at Exinbergh,” anent the Tranſ- 
portation of Mr, Alexander Kjng, from Bonil to Elgine. Ibid. 
rt wer rea nl of Edraburghy; anent Mr. Alexan-- 
i der:Tofh, and Mr. i Shepherd. 7 DELEnn, : 
Refcreuce $0: the. Commiſſion! at. Edinburgh; in favours of the 
. Commiſſion forthe North. Sefl. 19 OL QI CEL 
Reference t0 the Commiſſion. at Edinburgh, concerning 'the 
niniwp Accompts 


INDEX 


- Accompts of John Blair Agent for the Church, anent the 
hy oa Gifted by *the King, for Defraying the-Publick 
' Charges of the Church. 16:4, 

Rerads to the Commiſſion at Edinburgh, -anent Mr. Hugh 
Clanie. Ibid. 

Reference to the; Commiſſion at Edinburgh, anent the Pro» 
ceedings of the Committee, for Drumfrees and Galloway, 
FL 4 em by the 1-ft Commiſſion. 1b:d. 

ace to the Commiſſhon at Edinbwygh, anent the Pro- 
| _ CONCern! "g the Tranſportation of & » Robert Darlipe 
from Emwes to Findogask. . Ibid. 

Remit- to. the Presbytry of Jeaburgh, anent the Proceſs for 
> or yorrryg of Mr. Alexander Orrock, from Hawick to 

{A 

'Adts atteſting the Synod-Books of Argyle, Fife and  Aber- 

deen. Ibid. 

| Referecice ro the Commiſſion at Edinburgh, ancnt the pro» 
cecdingsot the Committee, ſent for Viluatioa of the Hogh- 

lanlls o* Perth-ſhire &e, Ibid. 

 Adts appointing the $ynods of- Perth, Galoway, and Glaſgow 
and, Aire, to-bring their Regiſters t9 the next Aſembly, 
with Certification'&c. Ibid. 

| Reference to the Commiſſions, anent the Books of the united 

Presbytries, in Angus and Mearys, Ibido 

- Reference to the Commiſion at Edinburgh, anent ſome Over- 

tures, concerning the Highlands. Sefl, 20 & Ultima. 

- Reference to the Commiſſion at Edinbergh, ancnt the Com- 

laints and Greivances, afiſome Presbytries. Ibid: 
AQs attcſting-the Synod-Books of Lothias and Tweeddale, 
Merſe and Teviotdale. Thid.' © 

Mr. Walter Ainflie, and Mr. Walter Doag laſs, appointed to go 
in Supply ro Angus and Mearns, With a Remit to the Synod 
of. Merſe and Teviotdale; Ibid, 

The” Synod-Book of © Dramfrees atteſted with this Exception, 
That the 'Geagral arr gg proves the ſaid Synods 
Voreing; that larey T eſtes, chough the they amount not 
to a T egal proof, ſhould yet be taken into one Vote, with 

- - the Plene rebate, as the” Ground of a Sentence. 16;d. 

Reference tothe Commiſſion at Edirburgh, anent the- Supply 
of the North, Ibid. | 

Repos, 004; Commiſſion at Edinburgh, anent Zyt» 


AQ Nominating. Probationers for the North, and a Reference 
to the Commiſſion thereanent. - Ibid. 

At tor x Supplying Mr. Alexander Scheilds, his Charge at St. 
Anar 


Advice to the Synod. of Lothian and Tweeddale, anent Citation 

of Delinquents. Ibid. 
AR of the General abably, agent Mr, Hugh Mackhenry, 
with 


INDEX, 


' with a Reference to their Commiſſion at Edinbwy, con- 
cerning him, 4nd ſome papers produced by him. Ibsd. - 

AQ anent _ of Damfermline, with a Reference to the 
Commiſhon «rgh thereanent. . Ibid, 

A Committee of kiniſters, appointed to attend the-Lords of 
Council and Juſticiary anent Witclicraft, when called 

. thereunto by their Lord(hips-'' Lbid, | 

Recommendation-40 the Commiſſion | of Pltthiment for Plan- 

tation of Kirks,” in favours of the Miniſter of Bir/e. | Ibid. 

Reterence-t6-the /Commiſſion at Edinburgh, anent Planting 
another Miniſter in South-Leath. - Ibid. 

Reference to the Commiſſion at Ediobergh, i in favoorsof Me. 

©. Joby Gilchriſt, Ibid, 

Reference to the Commiſſions for the North and at Edinburgh 
anent - _ Perition of - Longforgoye , ' and Mer. Port 
Lyon, f 

Recomimendarioa to the Commiſſion of Patliamezit, for” Plan- 

- tation of Kirks, in favours of the new Ereftion of Sanchin- 
foord, Ibid. 

Recommendation to the Commiſſionof Partamenc/for Flan- 

. tation/of Kirks &s. in-favours of the Miniſter of > 
nock. Ibid. 

Reference to the Commiſſion at Edinburgh anent the People 
of Kjnneel. Ibid. 

Reference to the Commiſſion /at Edizburgh anent \ Brave 

| of Clackmanan. Ibid. 

Reference to the Commiſſion at Edinburgh, anent the Afyir- of 

inglekirk and' Mr. Charles Lindſay. 1bid.' + 

Reference to the Commiſſion at ary, + anent Mr. Wilidn 
Abercrombies Petition. Ibid. 

n 10 the Commiſſion at Ednbergh, in fa- 
'  vaurs/of Mr. James Thomſon at Elpine. Thid, 

The Lift of Probationers, and- Par marryy riſes to be e gfe 
" into the Commiſſion at Edjxb Sha 

Afts appointing Mr. David Shaw 
oe ta” "the" IProriges: of. 


' 
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Merſe i Ibid. \* 1/201 1 
1:4or-' Zytlevd; ind Prevbyry of 
Orkew, i in vn of Mr. Richard Mein, Thid; + 
Reference to the Commiſſion | at Edinbarghito apply to 'the 
; Council anent, Incorreft- Bibles.” Ibid. 
Referehiee to the! Commiſſion ae Edinburgh anene My! John 
Bannatynes Petition for his Joary. Ibid, © 
Referencs to tha Commilſion ar” Edinburgh, anent gs Peaith 
on, of the Officiars, that attends the Afſembly.” 164; 
Qommirzee for conn "0 of this Afembly- *N 
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I. 


The Recording of His Majeſtie's Commiſſion, to William 
Earl of Annandale, for Repreſenting Hz:s Majeſties Royal 
Perſon, in this  Aſlembly. 


At Edinburgh, 19 February, 1701, Seſl. 1. 


21 HIS Day, the General Aſſembly of the 
Z>+ Miniſters and Elders of this Natio- 
X ' nal Church, being conveened and con- 
ſtitute, there was produced to them, by 
> a Noble Lord, William Earle of Annan- 
AN dale, His Majeſties Commiſſion under 
SE the Great Seal ofthis Kingdom, Nomi- 
nating and Appointing him, to be His Maje##:e's High Com- 
miſſioner, and Repreſentative in this National Aſſembly, which 
was publickly Read in their Audience, with all due Ho- 
nour and Reſpett; And appointed to be Recorded, inthe 
Regiſters ofthis Aſſembly: 'Thereinto remain, ad futuram 
Rez Memoriam. "The Tenor whereof follows. 
A 2 GULIELMUS' 


Ml | Gs - 
/ OE, 


—_ 
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4 The ACTS of the. 


, 4 " »i LIZ 


« COVLIELMUS,Dei Gratia, Magna Britannia, Fravcie, & 
« R Hhbernie Rex, Fidcique Defenſor, Qawibus ProkisHomi- 
&« qabus, ad quos prafentes Literz noſtrz pexvencrinty Salpters: 
« Quandoquidem, Ex Decreto naltro, Generalis Ecteſie Con- 
« yentns Antiquiors Regni noſtry Scarfe, In deciamuy nomur: 
« Diem Menſis Februariiy. Awno. Deming, Milleſimo ' Septin- 
« genteſimo & Primo Continvatus erat ; Noſque aut em a- 
« bunde Cupid, Quin ctrum.neceffariumelle Judicantes, wm 
« commodug diaz Ecclelie, wm idem Generahs Convevtus 
« (ie ſtatuto debite obſervetur : Sed Rebus magni momen- 
« ti nos alio vocantibus, di&o convent interefle nequimus ; 
&« Cumque Teſtimoniis germultis & prabatisabunde nohis {a- 
« gfatum fir, de precharis animi dagbus & fide eximia, 
« fdeliflimi & predileiſimi noſtri Conſanguinei & con- 
&« c;liari1, Gulzelmi Comitis de Anxanaale, Quod ad mune- 
« ra Summi Officii inframentionati rite excercenda & obeun- 
« da, in finem fupra cxpreflum uſquequaque eſt idoneus : 
&« Noveritis igitur nos nominaſle & conſtituifle, ſicuti per hal- 
« ce noſtras patentes Literas, Nominamus $ Conftituimas, 
<eundem Gulielwmum Comiteys de Anzandale, Supremum no« 
«© ftrum Commiſſiouarian, quaad effeftum inframentionatum: 
« Damus pariter & CoxcedinmusIlli, Sacram noſtram Perſonam, 
« & Authoritatem noſtram Regalem Repreſentandi, prz- 
< ſenmam noltram {upplendi, locumque aaſtrum,.in.. difto 
« ſubſequent General: Conventu, tanquam Commiſſionario 
«noſtro in hunc efteQtum ſpecialiter conſtituto, Tenendi; 
* ()mniaque alia, ad Imperium & Munus Commiſſionaru, 
« pro General: Eccleſiz Conventu peragendi, ram plenea- 
« deoque. libere in quovis reſ{pectu, quam quilibec alivs, 
« eju{dem ſupremimuneris & Charatteris fecerat, ſeu quo- 
« yis tempore retroaCto facere poterat; Atque ſicati nos 1pſi 
« perſonaliter przſentes, facere poterimus,pleniffimam 8 am- 
« pliffimam noftram poteſtatem & Commiſſidnem. Q«4qur- 
<« dem Omnia & ſingula, adito .Gulielmo Comite de Annane 
« dale, in hacnoftra Commiſhone proſequenda, legitime fa- 
& czenda, nos firmiter - — Rara habemvus, & habi- 
6 turi ſumus. YOmnibas a” 


| Sivonlis inſnper, antedictt” Con- 
« yentus & Ecclefiz Paftoribus & Presbyteris, & czteris 
« quibuſcanque hujus noftti Regrs ſubditis, cujuſcunque 
« qualitatis & conditions, ut diftum Gahielmum Comitem de 
« 4nnandale, tanquam ſupremum noftrum Commiffionari- 
« um, quoad um & modum ſupramentionatum, Ag- 
*noſcant Revyereantur & dicto ipſiusaudientes, ſe prebe- 
« ant, ſtricte Mandamus& Imperamus. Ye denique, hane 


"E noftram Cormmiffionem, a die quomagnum hujus Regni 


©* noſtri Sigillum, przſentibus eſt appenſum, & deinceps 


« hac Seſſione ſequenti Generalis Conventusantedicti, in vi- 
| | | gore 


= ad - 
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oy 
of . 


General Aſſembly, 1701, 5 
- vigore continuaredeclaravimus,: & per preſentes declara- 
' mus ; Saltem uique dum a .nobis reyocabitur. 1n cujus 
. Rei Teſtimoniam, magnum Sigillum noſtrum, preſentibus 
append! precepimus, Ap«d Aulam noſtram de Kenſingrowy, 
* Septimo die Menſis Febraerii, Ano Domini, Milleſimo 

*Seprngenteſimo Primo, & Anno Reggi noſtri Duodecimo. 


Per Sig naturam Manu S. D. N. Regis ſupraſionatum. 
( Locus 
) Sigilli ; 
Appenſi 
= In DORSO. | h 


Fritten to the Great Seal «nd Re- Sealed at Edinburgh, the 
iftrat the eighteen dey of Fe= eighteen day of February 
ruary-1701, Sis Subſcribitur 17Joi. Sic Subſcribizur 

Charles korr Al. Home, - 


I L 
His MAFESTIE'SGracious LETTER; 
| TO THE 


' GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


Eadem Sefione. 


HE which-Day, His: Majeſtic's High Commiſſ- | 
\  oner preſented His Majeſties moſt Gracious Let- . 
| ter, directed to this Gezeral Aſſembly, which .w 
publickly Read ia their Hearing, with all due Honour ar 
Reſpect, and appoitted to be Recorded in the” Regiſters of 
| thisAfembly, the Tenor whereof follows.” 


- . 


B | _ WILLIAM R. 


The ACTS of the 
WILLIAM KR. 


IGHT Reverend and wcll Beloved, we Greer 
You well. The Proofs we have had of Ycur 
| Aﬀection, to otr Perſon zad Goverament, and 
of Your Good Conderct , and Management in the Laſt and 
former Aſſemblies, gives us full Confidence of your. mect- 
ing at this time, in the ſame Good Diſpoſition : © Wethink 
it not neceſſary on this Occaſjon, to Repeat the Aſſurances 
we have often given you, .of our Reſolution tomaintain the 
Government of the Church, as. itis now eſtabliſhed ; Not 
doubting,” but you are ſufficiently convinced of it: As alſo 
of our Readineſs . to countenance and protect you, in your 
'Endeayours to preſerve the Purity: of the Chriſtian Do- 
ctrine, to promote Piety, -and, Settle Good -Order, inthe 
"Church. E have thought fit, to appoint our right Fru- 
' fy, and Eatirely-Beloved Couſin and -Councellor, Willians 
0 of Anwandale, to Repreſent our Royal Perſon in this 
Aſſembly, whoſe Abilities and Fitneſs to Diſcharge this 
Truſt, will (we doubt not) render him acceptable unto 
you: Him wehave fully Inſtructed, in what may befur- 
ther neceſſary; And therefore, you may give him entire 
Truſt, and Credit. So Recommending to you, calmneſs 
and unanimity in your Proceedings, and the avoiding un- 
ſeaſonable Queſtions and Debates, which ;you muſt be. fens- 
ſþle, may be of bad conſequencein this Juncture,- We 'bid 
you Heartily Farewell. | 


Glvtn at our Coart at Kenſingtoun, 2h Dy of Febr u- 


* ay. 1701." © And of out Reign the 12 Tear, © 
By His Majeſtie*s Command, 
RO: PRINGLE” FF 


| £ | 2 | | | 8 _ 199 4 
Yo he Rz he: Reverend and well Beloved, ; ' * "iy * 
"The Moderator, Miniſters 


4 | M 4nd El-4:- 5 e397; 
"ers, of the General Alcmbly, & a8 Þ hit idey bets 
Church of Scotland. EE 
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IIL The 


* General Aſſembly, 1507. 7 
I IT. | 
The General. Aſſemblies Anfwer, 

T 0 


His Majeftie's Gracious Letter 


At Edioburgh, 24 February 170 1 Ante Merid: 
| Sefl. 4- 


My it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 


HE renewed and repeated Evidences, of Your Ma- 
W: jcftics tender Careand Concern for this Church, 
_ fo fullyſignified in Your Gracious Letter, have 
been received aid entertained by us, with. all- Satisfaction 
and thankfull Acknowledgement. And we do further ac- 
knowledge the ſignal Proof we have lately had thereof, 
by Yous.»MHajeſtie's giving the Royal aſſent, in this laſt Seſſi- 
on of of Parliament, to the Acts therein made for Ratifying 
and fyrcher confirming our., Canfeſſion of Faith, and the 
preſeat . eſtabliſhed Presbyterian Government of this 
Church, for the more effectual preventing of the Grouth of 
Popery, and for ſuppreſſing Prophaneneſs. and Immerali- 
ties; All which do lay anew Obligation on us, to endea- 
vour the preſerving of the Purity of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
the promoting of Fiery, andthe Settling ' of Good Order in. 
the Church; which weacknowledge to be already our Duty, 
according to the Truftcommitted to us, by our Great Lord 
and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, the only head of this Church, 
and in doing whereof, Your Majeſty is pleaſed toaſſureus 
of Your:Royal Proretriofn and: Countenance. We arereſo]- 
ved, al{q\bytheGrace of God ,-and through his Strength, to 
obſerve that Calmneſs and Unanimity 1n our proceedings, 
which doſfo much become.us (if. the Station wherein God 
has placed us, and which your Majeſty recommends unto 
us,'and to avoid unſeaſonable Queſtions and Debares, 
which we are all convinced and perſwaded, would be a 
matter of bad and dangerous conſequence at alltimes, 
andeſpecially 1n this Juncture. 
 XThe(iEil of Annandale, whom Your Majeſty has made 
choice of, to Repreſent Your Royal Perſon, and to give 
B 2 | Coun. 


8 | The ACTS of the EDS 
Countenance and Prote&ion to this Aſſembly, Ts for his Fit- 
neſs and Abilities, As alſo for the Good Offices he has 
done this Church, in the other Honourable Stations, where- 
in he hath been employed under Your Majeſty, very Ac- 
ceptable. ""'Þ 
Give us leave Great Sir to take notice, That the laſt 4/7 
ſſembly h aving given Commiſſion toſome Miniſters of their 
Number? to travel to the moſt Nothren Parts ofthis Your 
Ancient Kingdom, the Iſlands of Orkney and Zzrland, for 
—_— Churches and Advanceing the-Knowledge of God 
t 


amonglit that people ; They have in a good Meaſure Ex- 
ecuted the ſame : *And we are fenfible of the Favour of 
Your Mejeſtie's Bounty, for promoveing ſo good arid ne- 
ceſſary a Work, and which we know will nor be wanting 
to Advance and render it compleat. | 

That Your Maje#ies Reign may be long and proſperous, 
that you'may be Guided and Directed of God, in the Great 
and Weighty Afairs of Your Government, and.that Your 
Councils and Undertakings may be ſtill ſucceſsful, for Pre- 
ſerving and Defending 'the Reformed Religion and the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, at Home and Abroad ; Arethe Ear- 
neſt and Fervent Prayers of 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 
\ Tour Majeſtie's Moſt Faithful, 


Moſt Obeidient, and Moſt 
Humble Subjetts, 


The Miniſters, and Elders, met in this 
National Aſſembly, of the Charch of 
Scotland. h 


Signed in Our Preſence, in Our Nene, 
019347 4.05 and at Our Appointment by, 


Tho: Wilkie Moderator; - | 


> SY 
_ 


General. Aſſembly 1701. Pete 19. ob -9 


IV. | | 
Af anent the Owertures tranſmitted, bythe lait General Afſems- 
. bly tro Presbyteries. 


Eadem Seſhone* 


# 


the three. Printed Overtures tranſmitted by the laſt 
Aſſembly ro the ſeveral Presbyreries ; and find- 
ing by the Report of the Committee tor Overtures, that 


; * General Aſſembly, raking to their Conſideration; 


there are not Reports ſent inz- but by a" very few Presbyte- 


ries, and that only ſome of ſuch as are ſenr Do approve ſim- 
pliciter the ſaids three Overtures, So that it does not yer 
appear, that the more General Opinion of this Church agree- 
eth thereto : . Therefore the Generel Aſſembly Appointed the 
ſaids three Overtures to be again tranſmittedz. Likeas they 
hereby Tr«2/mirt the ſame, ro the ſeveral Presbyteries with- 
in this National Church; and Appoints them to ſend in di- 
ſtint Reports in Writt, of their Opinion thereanent, to the 
next General Aſſembly, and that the Reports be in Papers a- 
part, under the Hand of che Moderator and Clerk of the 


Presbytery: + + | 


. 


V. 


Approbation of the Atings and Proceedings, of the C anniſkas 


of the lat General Aſſembly, appointed ro meet at Edinburgh: 
At Edinburgh, the 27 of February 1101; 
Ante Meridiem, Seſl. 8$. 


HE General Aſſembly, having had this Day reprodu- 

p ced in their Preſence, the Regiſter of the Aftings 
4nd. Proceedings of the Commiſſioners, appointed 

by the late General Aſſembly to meer at Edirbergh, and ha- 
ving heard the Report*and Obſerves of a- Committee of 
this Aſſemblies own Number (that were not Members of 
that Commiſſion) appointed to Reviſe Examine and Con- 


{ider the ſaid Regiſter; all the Members of the faid CommiCl- 


ſion, . (whereof the Moderator was one) were delired to re- 


move, and Mr, James Hey being choſen Moterator pro tems- 


pore, It was delired by him, thatif any perſons had any 


Thing to ObjeR againſt the Condutt or hacer 7% of the 
ſaid miſſion, they might propoſe the ſame; ' And the. 4/- 


ſembly baving heard allthar was repreſented to chem” therea- 
C 


near ; 


* & 
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fo The ACTS. of the 
nent; Together with the Anſwers made thereto, by the 
Moderator and other Members of the ſaid Commiſſion ; 
And having ferioufly and maturely confidered the fame, and 
finding by the ſaid Report, that the-whole AQings, Pro- 
ceedings and Conclulions of the ſaid Commiſſioners, con- 
tained in the {aid Regiſter, Subſcribed by Mr, George 
Meldrum Moderator, and Nicol Spence Under-Clerk of the 
faid Commiſſion, beginning the 21. Day of Febyaary 1700 
Years, and ending the 18 of Febraary current, do evidence © 
much  Wridon, Prudence, Diligence, and Faithfulneſs, 
end that the ſaid Commuſſion have proceeded orderly and 
formally*irt the things that came. before them, according to 
their Commiſhon and .Inſtruftions : Therefore this Gene- 
"ral Aſſembly by | their Vote did, and hereby do Ratify and 
Approve the {aids Aftings, Proceedings ' and Concluſions of 
the faids Commiſhoners contained in the Regitter thereof, 
And the Members of the Commiſſion being calied in, the 
fame was Intimate to them, and the Moderator gave them 
the Thanks of this 'Aflembly, for their good Service, and 
then the Moderator of this Aﬀlembly took his Place. 


| WL. 


Att anent the Suppl of the North with Miniſters and 
| *  » Probationers. 


At Edinburgh the 4 day of March: 1701. 
1 Ante Meridiem, Sefl, 13. 


X HE General Aſſembly takeing to conſideration that 
thefeare yet ſome Vacant Kirks in the North, did 
and hereby do Enai# and Appoizt, thar four aQtual 
Minifters be'fent in manner aftermentioned, for Supplying 
thereof, from the firſt of 4prile next, till, the next General 
Afﬀembly, Two whereof to be ſentto- the United Presbyte- 
rits-of Duxate, Meegle, and Forfar, One to the United Pres-- - 
yterics of Breches and Aberbrothwick, and Oze to the Pro- 
[vince of Murray, tobe proportioned as follows, , Viz: The ' 
—_ Provincial Synod of Lowthian and Tweeddale to ſend One 
-8Qyal Minitter. quarterly,, tofupply the Province of Mur- 
| r4y, the eovinctal Syand of Gleſgow and Air to ſend One 
| Miniſter quarterly, :to.ſup Ty the United Presbyte- 
"ries of Duxace, Meegle, and Forfar, the provincial Synod 
. of Fife to ſend Oxe attual Miniſter quarterly, to fupply the 
[United Presbyteries of Brechen and Aberbrothwick, 'the Sy- 
nodof AMex/e and Trwiotdale, with the Syriod of Perth-and 
Stiriing to fond One attual Miniſter quarterly,to Supply the 
'Vnized Presbyteries of Dundee Meegle and Forfar. Viz: 
 Merſe and Tevicrdale for the firſt rhreeQuarters,an ns and 
$24." | ' Starling 


Generak Aſſembly 150. - 'Þ: 
Stirling for the l6;# Quarter ; And beraute the foxefant Syo- 
ods cannot now meet to fend up. the ficit three Moneths 
Supply timeouſly. - Thereforeche General Afembly do.hereby 
appoint the faid Firſt threes Months Supply io. be made as fok 
lows. vis. By Mr. W ater Alan Minitter at Cebng town.for tha 
Synod of Lowthian and 1 weedaale,By Mr. Francis Finlayſon Mi- 
niſter of K;lmarnock, for the Synod of G/a/gowand Air,By Mr. 
Patrick Tullidelph Miniſter at Ferrie Parton C raig tor the Syn- 
of of Fife, And by Mr, Pee Millar Miniſter at Churnſiae, 
for the Synod of Merſe and Teviotdale, And Sickbike,the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly do hereby Exa# and Appoint that Seventeen 
Probatiozers be tent North, of which Two to the United Pres- 
byteries of Dundee Meegle and Forfar, Two to the United 
Presbyteries of Breche® and Aberbrothwick, Four to the Pro- 
vinceof Murrg, Two of them havipg the Iriſb Lang wage, 
Fhree to Roſs and Satherland, all of them having Ir, 
Fhreeto C aitneſs, One tro Orknay, and Two to Zetland : And-.it 
is hereby Declared, That the faids Probationers-are - to be 
ſent oh the ſame Terms, and with the fame Ericobrage- 
ments given, .to Probatianers, fent by former Aſſemblies 
.. and their Commiſſions: And what further relates to the 
Nomination and other Things requifite to this Miffion of 
Probationers; The General Aﬀſembly Referrs the fame to 
their ſubſequent. Commiſion. 


\&F* | 
AT disjoywing the Provincial Synad of Angus and Mearns 
| fram the Yyuad f. Aberdeen, _ BN 


4+ Edinburgh, the 4 of March 1701, 
Ante Meridiew, Sefl. 1 5: | 


HE General Afembly haviog heard the Opinion of 
l the Common {ent by the loft Aſſembly, to-rthe 
Provinces of Anges, Mearns and Abergeen, ancot 
the Aﬀair aftermeanti : - And hading that there axe now 
2 competent Number of Miailters legally Sectled in the faids 
Provinces, do therefare Appains them to meet in time come- 
wg in two diſtin Synods, in their uſual places of meeting, 
.. according ta the At of the General Aﬀlg ply held in 
Year 1638: Intituled Ai# guent the Order of the Provincial 
Ajjemblies in Scotland, eccarding to the Pregbyteries therein con- 
tanes, And that the next mueering of the Sygod of Aberacen,be 
at the time and place appaigged at chevr lalt Sederuge. And 
as tothe Synod of Anggs and Mearns, the General-Afſemb 
does hereby appoing their firft meeting £0 be 2t Dundee upon 
the 1hird Tueſday of Aprile-next, and that the Sy nods alters 
named ſend . the — Number of Miniſters (ore 
2 ponaents 
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i2 
ar tothe Provincial Synod of Angus and Mearns, wiz: 


he Synod' of Lothian and Tweeadale Two, the. Synod of 
Perth and Stirling Three, the Synod of - Fife Four, and the 
Synod. of Aberdeen Two, and this Correſpondence ta conti- 
nue till the General Aſſembly ſhall ſee cauſc to alter it. 


VIII. 


Recommendation to Synods, anent - maintaining Burſars of 
Theology having the Irilu Language. 


At Edigburgh, the 4 of March 1701, 
* Poſt Meridiem Sefl., 14, 


— 


The Great Scarcity. of Probationers having the Iriſh 
Language, to Supply the Vacancies of the Nor:h Highlands, 
notwi ding thereare ſeveral Young Men who might 
be uſeful. in theſe places, ifthey had due . Encouragement to 
proſecute their Studies, Therefore the General Afſembly Re- 
commend to the Synods ajtermentioned, that ' they main- 
tain Burſars of 'Theologie *having the Iriſh Language, beſides 
the uſual Presbytery Burſars, ard that out of the Miniſters of 
the ſaids Synods their own proper-Money, andthat this be 
done as follows. Vis. That the Synod of Lothian and 
T uceddale, The Synod of Merſe and Teviotdale, The Synod of 
Gliſgow and Air, The" Synod of Argyle, The Synod of 
Perth and Stirling, and the Synod of Fife, Each of them 
maintain - Oe - Burſar, the Synods of Drumfrees and 


' Galloway One, nd *the Synods of Angus ' Mearns and 


Aberdeen One : And'it is Recommended to the forſaid Synods, 
to proportion the Qaor4 of the Maintainance,to be given tothe 
ſaids Buvſars, among themſelves, which isat Leaſt robe Te 
Pourd Sterling, the one half whereof ro be Collefed and Ad- 
vancedatevery Synod, Beginning ar the next enſueing Syn- 
od; And that; the faid Synod-Books bear an Account of 
their Diligence in the fame, andthateach of the ſaids Burſars 
continue Bur Years atthe profeflion of Theology,as otherBut- 


" ſars do; And it ishereby Recommended to all Presbyterics that 


_— 


they fearch :out for any ſuch'well Qualified Young Men, - 
who have paſſed their Courſe of Philofophy at ſome Univer- 
ſity, and fend intheir Names tothe Commiſſion” of the Ge: | 
ner! Aﬀembly,with foficient Teſtimonials, That they may 
be by ..rhem *Recommended” to the ſaid Synods, And rhe 
foreſaid A to continue dureing=-the Aſſemblies pleaſure, 
Andor cnlargeingot the ſaid Funds, the General Aſſembly 
Renews and Revives the gthAA of the General Aﬀembly, 169g 
Anent Plantingof the Highlands. ' | Att 


General Aſſembly 1101, t3 


| IX | 
| "Jt for « Solemn National Faſt and Humiliation, 
At Edinburgh the 4. of March 1701. 
* Poſt Meridiem Seff. 14 


he General Aſſembly of this National Church, lay- 
ing ſeriouſly'to Heart, the many Tokens of GOD's 
Diſpleaſure, that are = furth againſt chis Land: As the 
many Years of Dearth and Scarcity that we. have been un- 
der, whereby many have Periſhed, the Land” greatly Im-' 

pn and the number of zhe Poor vaſtly 1gcreafed : 
— The amazing and aſtoniſhing Rebukes againft, and Blaſt- 
ing of the Undertaking of the African and Indian Company. 
of this Nation, for advanceing the Wealth and Trade there- 
of, and Relief of the Poor; and thatin a gyeat meaſurefrom 
the viſible and immediat Hand of GOD, though by thar 
Undertaking there was a fair proſpeQ df fpreading the Gof- 
pel- amongſt Infidels; together with the Loſs ot many of 
our Country-men,' and even ſome of our dear and worthy 
Brethren in the Miniſtry, and ofa great part of the Nations 
Treaſure and Subſtance:. As alſo the ſtupendiovus waſting 
Fire-in the City of Edinburgh, whereby its beſt Buildings 
* have been laid in Aſhes, and many Families redaQted'to ex- 
tream Poverty; - Conſidering alfo,-the many ſad and great 
Calamities; which threaten, not only this, but all other Re- 
formed and Proteſtant Churches. from the preſent Altera- 
, tion of the State of Exrope {o lately fallen out, whereby the 
Hands of the implacable Enernies of our Religion; ſeems to 
be greatly: Strenthened, and Occaſion given tor Executing 
therr Wicked Defigns, in order to the Ruine of the Reform- 


ed. ago and Proteſtant Intereſt ; By all which rhe Re. 


form Proteſtant Churches every where, and more 
eminehtly in thir Nations, together with our Brethren in 
the United Provinces of .the Low Countries, are ſadly Threat- 
ned. And the Aſſembly conſidering, That our Holy and 
Gracious GOD doth not 'AMiQ willingly;'nor Grieve the 
Children of Men, nor doth He withour' Cauſe Threaten his 
. People with ſuch ſad Things : We have therefore too good 
ground to infer, that our Sins muſt be great and hainous1n 
the Sight of GOD, which is alſo obvious to every diſcerning 
Eye, the Land being filled with Wickedneſs and Abomi- 
-nations; Violences. and Diſorders amongft perſons of all 
Ranks and Degrees, tor whoſe Sins,. our Holy and Jealous 
GOD may juſtly contend with _ which are ſo much the 

. more 
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more gravated, that they are againſt ſo many ſolemn re- 
ed Vows-and Engagements unto, and Covenants with 
our GOD, which have been openly Violared and Broken by 
perſons of all:Ranks, -and treated with- publick 'Contempr, 
. Indignities and Afﬀronts, the papticulars are roo many to be 
here inſert :.; But having been by other- Aſſemblies largely 
and particularly Enumerat in Cauſes of Faſts, by them emit- * 
ted, eſpecially 1690 and x700, This Afſembly thereto re-. 
fers, in ſo far as they quadrat with our preſent Circum- 
ſtances, ant Recommend” to Miniſters'td givears arcount 
of. the ſame : Yet onething farder is greatly to be Lament- 
ed, That-though the LORD hath been for many Years call- 
ing ro Weeping.and to Mourning, and Publick- National 
Faſts have been from time to time appointed, that we might 
truely humble our ſelves before:GOD; Confeſs our Sios, re- 
pent of and turn from-them, by renewing our Engage- 
ments unto GOD, and Covenanting with him for that-end, 
yet.the moſt part have inſtead thereof, given themſelves 
over to Jollity and Wantonneſs, few having Faſted unto the 
LORD, and Returned to him with all their Hearts: 

Upon all theſe *Confiderations, 'Fhis Afſemtly have 
thoyght fit, toſet Apart a Day for Sokmn Faſting and: Hu* 
miliation, and the Exerciſe of ſincere and unfeigned Kepen- 
' tance, and for Serious Fervent and-Rarneſt Prayer to the 
Throne of Grace ; which they appoint ro be kept upon the 
Twenty. Fourth Day of; 4pril next to come, being; the laſt 
Thurſday of the ſaid Month: And do hereby earneitly Obs + 
teft, and in the Bowels | of our Lord Je/us Chrift,” Exhort 
and Befeechall People, and of all Ranks, ſuitably to Prepare 
' themſelves for ſo Solemn a Work, ro deal unfeignedly and 
fincerely with the LORD in this Matter, to put awpy the 
Evil of their Doings, and flee in to Chri/t, the Mediator of 
the New Covenant, and ſeek in and through Him to be Re- 
conciled-unto GOD, 'to take on ſincere Reſolutions and En- 
gagements, that hence-furth they will be the LORD%s,hum- 
bly dependiflg upon him for Grace to perform acetyl; gly, 
that they may earneſtly and vigourouſly ſet about fincere 
and thorow Reformation of their Lives, as they would them- 
ſelves find Mercy in the day of the LORD and have the pre- 
ſent Stokes upon the Land removed, and Judgments threat- 
ned Averted. . And for that end, we Recommend to all 
Miniſters within this' Church; that they be Nain Full and 
Free, in holding furth the Evil of the Sins that Abound, ac- 
cording as they are Enumerat in the Cauſes of Faffs above-ſpe- 
cified, and what Sins ele ray be peculiar ro any Congre- 
gation,” tothe end, that they, axd all who —_— Love 
our Lord Je/as Chrif,.'may carneftly apply to the Throne of 
. - Grace, that a Spirit of Grace and Supplication, and of fincere 

"TE and 
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and unfeigned Repentance may be poured out upon the 
Inhabitants of the - Land, and for a day of the. Mediators 
. Power-upon' the Heerts-of many, making them. a wilkog 
People, that ſo they may: flee.to him, and make Application 
of his Blood. for the purging and pardoning of their Sins. 
That the LORD: wauld ſhine ' upon, us-.in; Ggſpel- Ord. . © * © 
nances, and by the powerful enlivening breathings of His 
Spirit, make _ more ar or for the Enlargemeat. of 
he. Kingdom of Chyyf,. and Deſtroying Sazans Kingdom, 
PE ces tf ach prone Me ty Waker, 
Sorcexies,” &r. _ That, af His great Bounty, ang in pity 
and. comppahon tm this peer Land, he would "give ſeaſons 
able Weather, rpc oben prevent the return of Scarci 
and Dean, and that he would alſoavert the orher fad 2 $. 
heavy, Judgments which threaten us for our Sins.. "That the, 
LORD would .Delivexſuch of His poor Churches or Peopl 
as are already under the Feet of Guel rage ,: and pre 
te&t.others that arg un great and umminent a : And 
' for that.end, -breakthe power of their Enemies, make theit 
wrath to Praiſe Him,Defeat their Counſels,znd tyre them ins 
to Fooliſhneſs,that allmay know,that he whoſe Name alone 
is JEHOVAH, 1s the moſt High over all the Earth. That 
| GOD would preſerve, and proce}, our King, Neſs bien j 
his Perſon and Government, Animat him 'more and tmore 
with true Heroick Courageand Zeal for the Defence of the 
true Religion and Proteſtant Tnzereſt That he would di- 
rect his Couoſels,' and theſe. of 'orher Proteſtagt Princes and 
States, to ſuch meabnes, as may aghis Junure befor the 
Glory of GOD, the Preſervacion of the True Religion and 

Proteſtant, Churches, and the Peace of Exrope. That Piety . 
_” ye 6 this Land, and effeQual ways may be falleg 
upon for- that end; and both Magiſtrates, Miniſters and 
.. others in their Stations animated vigorouſly to proſecutg” 
them, for ſuppreſſing the Sigs and Immoralities that abou 
inthe Land; ang for. Reſtraining Idleneſs and: Vagabonds,: 
being the n and Nurſery of much Sin and Wickgd- 
neſs, and for reducing theſe ro Order, Labourand Induſtry, 
and ſupplying the Nereſſities of Indigents; and thatthis 
Church may yet WT both Peace and Truth ftill flousiſh\ 
in her, { as the. LORD may yet take Delight in ts, and 
_ may Dwell in our Lagd, and hive her bication 
there. 


— 
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AF C ondemning the Book, Intituled, an Apology fe M: 
Antonia Bourignion, | * | 


'At Edinburgh, the 5th of March 1701, 
Poſt Meridiem Sel. 15, 

T HE General Aſſembly taking totheir ſerious Conſidera- 
<4 . tion, a Refgrence made by the Commiſſion. of the Late 
General Aſſembly ſent to Angus, Gearns, Aberdeen, &c. Anent 
Door George Garden'in ried, Med to bethe Author of 
a Book Intituled, 4» Apolir) or M. Antonia Bowignoy, 
with an Abreviat made by the {aid Commiſſion of the Errors 
contained in the faid Book, They did Appoint a Committee 
of their own Number to Conſider that Aﬀair, and to com- 
pare the {aid . Abbreviat with the foreſaid Apology, and to 
bring their Report and Opinion to the General Aſſembly | 
anent the whole; And the General Aſſembly © having ' this 
Day heard the Report and Opinion of the foreſaid Commit- 
tee; And alſo haying heard Read 1n their Prefence, An 
Abbreviatand AbſtraQt of teveral Errars excerpted furth of 
the ſaid Apology by the ' foreſaid Committee; And ha- - 
ving likeways had produced in their preſence the ſaid Book 
it ſelf, The General Afembly Found the ſame to contain a 
Maſs of dangerous, Impious, Blaſphemoys'and Damnable. 
Errors; . And Therefore by their Unanimous Vote did; and 
by theſe preſents do, Ebmdemn the ſaid Book called Ave Apo. 
logy for M. Antonia Bourignion.And for preventing the ſpread- 
* ingofthe ſaid Errors therein contained,the General Aflembly 
did by their unanimous vore, and hereby do ſeriouſly "Recom-+ 
wend,to all Sygods and Presbyteries within this National 
Church, and * particularly to the Synods of Aber - 
aeen and . Perth to advertto, And Enquire anent the 
Spreading of he fdids Errors, and to je all ' effeQual 
Means for preventing the '{ame; Conform to. ARts of 
former Aſſemblies made againſt Spreadingof *Errots, 
jan particularly the AR of the General Aſſembly Anno 
1647, Intituled, A# diſchargeing the Importing, Uending or 
Spreading of Erroneous Books and Papers, And moreover the 

eneral Aflembly Recomment to the faids Judicatories, that 
in peruſcing, of the ſaid Book, and enquireing anene the 


' - Spreading of the Errors therein contained, any thing found 


to fall under'the 1 1:h AF of the fifth Seſſion of the Current Par- 
rows or under any orher AX of Parliament made againſt 
Bla/phemy &c. 'Be Repreſented to His Majeftie's Advocat 


totheefteR theſaids Laws may be pift to due Execution. 
| | X I. Semence 


Gener al Aſſembly 1701, 


X I; 


Sentence of Depoſition againſt Dr. George Garden 
iz Aberdeen. 


At Edinburgh he po Day of March 1701. poſt Merid. 
50%, 


TH which Day, the General Aſſembly of this National 

Church, rakeing to their Conſideration, the Proceed- 
ings of the Commiſſion of the Late General Aſſembly, Ap- 
pointed for viſiting the Bounds of Angus, Mearns, Aberdeen 
Murray, and Roſs, And finding a Proceſs raiſed by the ſaid 
Commiſſion againſt Dottor George Garden in Aberdeen, and 
a Sentence of Suſpenſion paſt by them againſt him upon 
weighty Grounds, with a Reference of him for further cen- 
ſure to this Aſſembly, to which he was Cited by Order of the 
ſaid Commiſhon: All which the foreſaid Sentence do at 
more Length bear, and the Aſſembly having cauſed call the 
ſaid Door George Garden {gveral times at the moſt patent 
Door ofthe Church, znd he not compearing, they entered 
upon the ſcrious Conſideration of the particular Grounds of 
the ſaid Sentence of Suſpenſion, and of the whole Proceed- 
ings ofthe ſaid Commiſſion in that Aﬀair, And did, Like- 
as they hereby do, Find, That he has not ozrhy given Great 
Ground toſuſpe&@ his being Tainted with Dangerous and 
Blaſphemous Opinions, iv cauſing a certain Book Called 
An Apology for M. Antonia Bouriguon to be bound, and 
ſelling the ſame, , and cauſing it be ſold by others for his 
uſe, and recommending the peruſal thereof, withoutgiving 
a Caveat againſt the Errors contained therein, and that he 
refuſed to diſown his being the Author of that Book, when 
Queſtioned thereupon by the ſaid Commiſſion; And thathe 
Likeways declined togivea pclitiveanſwer, when asked by 
them if he judged M. Antonia Bourignion to have been Di- 
vinely Inſpired gs ſhe pretends, Buz alſo that he hath gi- 
ven clear and evident Proof of his being kd away withthe 
ſpiritof Error and very groſs Delufions, and InfeQted with 
Impious, Blaſphemous and Damnable Error , by declar- 
ing openly before the ſaid Commiſſion, That the ſaid Apo- 
logy as- tothe Bulk ofthe Book, did Repreſent the Great 
End of Chriſtianity, which isto bring us back to the 
Love of God and Charity, and further Declared, thar 
the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, are Set doun in the faid 
Book, and, that the Acceſſories contained thereto, are 
not contrary thereto, and' further he added, that he had 
an high Eſteem of the Wedngp that go under the wn 
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of M. Antonia Burignon ; becauſe they repreſent the Efſen- 
tials of Chriſtian Religion, and dirett us to a Chriſtian Tem- 
per, with more Force and Vigour, than many Writings of 
this Age he had ſeen, and for her ſingular Senmiments, they 
ought not to be reckoned Hereſies, for they contradict no 
Article of the Chriſtian Religion, And further he ſubjoined 
that -her Sentiments tended to Unite Chriſtians in their Paite- 
rences and to promote the Goſpel of Jeſws Chriſt, and on that 
account he Values them, and Heartily Embraces them, and 
that the Deſign of the Apologiſt in repreſenting the Acceſſo- 
ry Sentiments of M. AnrepM' Burignon, was to Vindicar 
them from the Miſrepreſentations of others, thar the World 
may know what they are, yea, he had the Confidence to 
carry it ſo high betore the faid Commiſſion as to fay he 
counted it his honour to be ſingled out for owning the Prin- 
* ciples of M. Antonia Burignon which have ſuch a tendency 
to promote Chriſtian Love and Charity, 'The Afﬀembly 
alſo finds, that the Writings which go under the Name of 
the faid M. Antonia Burignion are fravghted with Impious, 
Pernicious, and Damnable DoQtines,as they are repreſented 
inthe very Apology,that Exhibites to the World an Epitome of 
them in the Faireſt Dreſs, ſuch as ' 1990, The Denying 
of the Permiſſion of Sin, and the Inflition of Damnation and 
Vengeance for it. 240. The Afſcribing to Chrift a two- 
fold , "wake Nature, one of which was produced of Adam 
before the Woman was Formed, the other born of the Vir- 
gin Mary. 3tio. The denying of the Decrees of EleQtion 
and Reprobation, and the Loading of thofe AQs of Grace 
and Soveraignity with a multitude of Odious and Blaſphe- 
mous Afſperſions, particularly, Wickedneſs,Cruelty and Re. 
ſpe& of Perſons. 49. That there 1sa good Spirit and an 
Evil Spirit in the Souls of all Men before they are born. 
gro, That the-Will of Man is Unlimited, and that there 
muſt be in Man ſome Infinite Quality whereby he may Unite 
himſelt tro God. 6/09. 'Thedenying of the Doftrine of Di- 
vine Preſcience, 7mo. The Afﬀertion of the finful corrupt. 
jon of Chrifts Humane Nature, and a Rebellion in 

Chrifts Natural Will, to the Will of God. And $oo. 
'The Aﬀerting a State of PerfeQtion in this Life, and a State 
of Purification in the Life to come, That Generation takes 

place in Heaven, Thar there are no true Chriftians in the 

World, and ſeveral other Errors contained i the ſaid Book, 
Upon which Grounds, Together with his Contumacy in not 

appearing before this Aſſembly, The General Afembly of 
this National Church after mature Deliberation, being 

moved with Love to. the Truth of God, and Zeal for His 

Glory, as alfoan erneaft defire for purging this Kirk of Error 

and Hereſy, and every thing that iscontrary to found Pot. 


T 1nC, 
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Tine, Did and hereby 4o, Ratify and Confirm the Sentence of 
Suſpenſion paſt by the ſaid Comiſſion againſt the ſaid Dy. 
George Garden, And further Did, and hereby do, In the 
Nameand Authority of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Head and 
King of the Church, and the only Lord and Law-Giver of 
the lame, according tothe power Intruſted by Him rochem, 
and His peremptory Command, Attually Depoſe the faid Dy. 
George Garden, from the Office of the Miniftry, Provibiting 
and Diſcharg ing tinm from Eyerciſeing the ſame, or any pare 
thereof in all time comi nder pain of the higheftCen- 
ſures of the Church, Appos publick Intimarion to be made 
hereof from all the Pulpits in the Synod of A4heraeer, ater 
Sermon 1n the Forenoon, upon ſuch a Lords-Day as the ſaid 
Synod ſhall appoint, * | 


d Þ Þ * 


Approbation of the Attings and Proceedings of the Commiſſion 
ſent by the Laft Aſſembly ro Zetlayid, Orknay, and Caithneſs. 
» 


At Edinburgh, the 5th of March 1790s. 
Poit Meridiem Self: 15. 


"PF HE General Aflembly having this day, had reprodu- 

ced before rhem-the Regiſter of the Aftings and Pro- 
ceedings ofthe Commiſſioners {ent by the Late General AC 
ſembly for Viſitarion * of the Bounds of the Presbyteries of 
Z;tlend Orknay, and Caithneſs, and having heardthe Report 
andObſerves of a Committee of this Aſſemblies own Number, 
appointed to Revite conſider and Examine the ſaid Regi- 
ſter, withthe anſwers made thereto, bythe Moderator and 
other Membersof that Commiſſion, They were removed, 
andthe General Aſſembly having ſerioutly and marurely 
conſidered the fame, And finding by the faid Report, That 
the Atings Proceedingsand Concluſions of the ſaids Cor- 
miſſiogers contained in their Regiſter now produced Sab- 
ſcribed by Mr. James Hari Moderator, and'Mr. Joby Sand;- 
lands Clerk thereto, Beginning upon the eighteen Day of April 
laſt, andending,ctherwenty tourttday of Juze thereatter, 
conliftiagof 190: pages, doevidencethe greatpains and Dili» 
gence of the ſaids Commuthoners,and the great Danger they 
were expoſed to, unthew Voyage by Sea, and-Likeways-the. 
Farrgueihey hab by Land,m Travelling roaccompliſh-theds. 
 fign they were ſent on; and thar chey - have proceeded Oh. 
derly and Formally in the things that came before they, 
according 


_— 
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according totheir Commiſſion and InſtruQtions, and there. 
by given proof of their Wiſdom, Prudence, Paithfulneſs 
and Zeal; Therefore this General Aſſembly by their Vote 
unanimouſly did, and hereby do Ratify and Approve the 
AQings, Proceedings and Concluſions of the faids Com. 
miſſioners contained in their Regiſter; And the members 
of the faid Commiſſion being called in, the premiſſes were 
Intimatetothem, and the Moderator according toappoint- 


ment gave them the Thanks ofghis Aſſembly tor their good 
Service. | 


X I I I. 


Approbation of the Aftings and Proceedings of the Commiſſion 
. ſent by the laft Aſſembh, to Angus, Mearns, Aberdeen, 
Murray and Ros. 


Eadem Scfhione. | 


HE General Aſſembly having this Day had Repro- - 
duced before them, the Regiſter of the AQtings and 
Proceedings of the Commiſhoners- ſent by the late Aſſembly, 
for Viſitation of the Bounds of the Presbytriesin the Provinces 
of Angus , Mearns, Aberdeen, Murray, Roſs and Sutherland, 
' and having heard the Report and Obſerves of a Committee 
of this Aſſemblies own Nuwber appointed to Reviſe, Con- 
ſider and Examine the ſaid Regiſter, with the Anſwers made 
thereto by the Moderator, and other members of that 
Commiſſion, They were Removed, And the General 
Aſſembly having maturely Conſidered the fame, And 
finding by the. ſaid Report. that the Attings, Proceed- 
ings and Concluſiongof the faids Commiſſioners, contained in 
their Regiſter now produced, ſubſcribed by Mr. Patrick 
Cuming Moderator and Mr. Hugh White Clerk thereto, be- 
gining upon the 'Twelth Day of J«ze laſt, and ending upon 
the Twenty Second Day of Auguſt thereafter conſiſting of 
196.pages, Do evidence muck Wiſdom,Prudence, Diligence, 
Zeal, and Faithfulneſs, and that the ſaids Commiſhoners 
have proceeded Orderly and Formally in every thing accord- 
ing. to their Commiſſion and Inftrutions; Therefore this 
General Aſſembly by their Vote Unanimouſly Did, and here- 
by do, Ratify and Approve the ARtings, Proceedings and 
Concluſions of the ſaids Commiſſioners contained in the Re- 
giſter thereof, And the members of the faid Commiſſion be- 
ing called in, the ſame was Intimat to them, and the Mo- 
derator according to appointment gave them the thanks of 

this Aſſembly for their Good Service. | 
Af 
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AG axainft Perſons who ſhall be Irregularly Licenced - © 
: | or Ordained. pf 


At Edinburgh, the 7th. 1.4 of —_— 1701. ante merid. 
| > Te 


mittee for Overtures, Did by their Vote, and here- , 
by do-Erza# and Declare, That any Perſons who ſhall 
for hereafter, Receive either Licence or Ordination from 
any of the late Prelates, or any others not allowed by the 
Authority of the Church, ſhall be uncapable of Miniſterial 
Communion for the ſpace of Three Years fimpliciter, and 
even after that time, ay und while the Presbytry to which 

- -heſhall apply be ſatisfied concerning his Repeantance, 


hr General Aſſembly, upon Report of their Com- 


F 


XVJ. 


Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Elders, for planting V cant 
Kjrks and other Affairs Remitted to thens. 


At Edinburgh, the 8th. Day of March 1701. ante merid. 


. 20, 4 


HE General' Aſſembly conſidering, That there are 

[ yet ſome Vacant Churches on the North fide of Tay, 
As likewayes, that there are yet ſeveral weighty ' Affairs, 
which this Aſſembly cannotovertake, Do therefore find it 
needful, that there be a Commiſſion granted to ſome Mi- 
niſters and Elders for planting theſe Vacant Churches, : and 
doing what- other Afairs ſhall be referred to them; And 
for that, end do hereby Nominate Commiſſionate and Ap- 
int Mr. Robert Egot Miniſter at Knglaſſie, Mr. Edward 
amiſon at Monymesl, Mr. John Anderſon Principal of ' the 
conardine Colledge of St. Anarezws, Mr. William Mitchell 
at Dundee, Mr. Thomas Thomſon at Oldmachar, Mr. Hugh 
Anderſon at Cromarty, Mr. Gilbert Rule Principal of 'the Col- 
ledge of Edinburgh, Mr. George Campbell Profeſſor of Divi- 
nity there, Mr.. William Crighton at Edinburgh, Mr. John 
Law there, Mr. George Hamilton there' Mr. George Melarans 
there, Mr. David W 2X6 "i at Weſt-Kzrk, Mr. John Vetch 
f- «ft at 
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at Weſtruther, Mr. John Hardy at Gordon, Mr. John Bell at 
Smellum, Mr. William Calderwood at Legertwood, Mr. Gabriel 
Semple at Jedburgh, Mr. Thomas Shields at Sanquhair, Mr. 
T hows V trnorat Bainiaciellaend, Mr. Hugh Campbell AtMure- 

/ kirk of Kyle, Mr. Patrick Simpſon. at Renfrew, Mr. James 
Hutchiſon at Kjllallan, Mr. Dancan Campbell at Roſpeth, Mr. 
Robert Rude at Stirling, Mr. Thowas Lowis at,” Henderlithen, 
Mr. Allan Logan at Torribarp, Mr. Andrew Thomſon at Or- 
wall, Mr. Archibald Riddel at Kjrkealdie, Mr. Andrew War. 
droper there, Mr. James Pitcarne at Kyttle, * Mr. George An: 
derſon at 4 Mr. Thomas Forreſter Principal of the 
New Colledge of St. Andrews, Mr. James Hadow Profeſſor 
of Divinity there, Mr. John Azderſaz Junior ar St. Andrews, 

Hr. Samuel Johnffon at Dundee, Mr, John Ferguſon at Aber= 

brothick,” Mr. James Ramſay at Bendachie, Mr. Francis Melvill 

at Arburthnet, Mr. 'James Oſburne Profeſſor of Theologic ar 

Aberdeen, Mr. Thomas Blackwallthere, Mr. Andrew Gitthrie at 

Peterhead, Mr . Alexander Forbes at Dyck, Mr. James Thow s ſogs 

at Elgine, Mr. John Urquhart at Urquhart, Mr. Hugh Mog- 

roe at Tarbat, Mr. Walter Denoon at Golſpie, Mr. William 

Innes at Thurſo, My. James Graham, at Holm, Mr. William 

Binning at Tingwall, Mr. Thomas Wilkie at Cannoneate, Mr. 

David. Blair. at Edinburgh, Mr. George [Andrews there, Mr. 

James Hart at Rattho, Mr. Gtorye Barcklay at Uphall, Mr. Tho- 

was Miller at Kirkliftoun, Mr. William Burnet at Falkirk, Mr. 

James Thomſon at Peebles, Mr. Robert Living tone at Biggar, 

Mr, John Sandilands at Dolphingtoun, Mt. Patrick Cuming at 

"Ormiſtoun, Mr. William Traillat Berthwick, Mx. Matthew 

Selkrig at Chrichton, Mr. David W 4/ker at Temple, Mt. James 

Clerk at Dirletoun, Mr. Matthew Reid at North-Berwick, Mr, 


Andrew Brow at Spot, Mr. George Twrnbul at Tyninghame, 


Mr, Archibald Borthwick at Greenlaw, Mr. James Ramſay at 

Jemonth, Nir. John Pow at Lennel, Mr. John Gouty at Sprow- 
mT Mr,  Fohn Glen. at Stitchel, Mr. George Johnfoun at 
Es/tetogn, Mr. Alexander Colden at Oxnam, Mr. Robert Wil. 
fon at Melroſs, Mr Hugh Craig at Gallaſhrits, Mr. William 
Fetch at Drumfrees, Mr. Alexander Robertſon at Tinxel, Mr, 
Ti" " Eller at Kjer, Mr. Patrick . Home 2t Kirkmichael, 

Ar. George Mullikine at Moffat, Mir. James Armftring at Cax- 
aabee, Mr. Robert Rowan at Pennynghame, Mr. Andrew Came. 
non at Kyjteubright, Mr. Alexander Telfer at Rerrick, Me. 


Robert Colvil at Glenluce, Mr. Andrew at Galftoun, 
Mr.. Henry. Osburn at Torboltoun, Mx. James Gilchrift at Kyrk- 
F177 Matthew Baird at Monktouf? Mr. Patrick Vernor 


at Irvine, Mr, John Glaſgow at Kjlbirny, Mr. Robert Wyllie 
at Hamgltbun, Mc. John Ore at Bothwel, Mr, Thomas Lin- 
ning at Laſmehago, Mr. John Scot at Carlake, Mr. James 
Eby at Kilyth, FY John Pittigrew at Govan, Mr. John Stir. 


line 


» 
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line at Greenvet, Mr. John Ritchy at Old-Kjlpatrick, Mr. Daniel 
Canpbelat K jlmichael of Glaſſery, Mr. Daniel Mkay at Inverery, 
Mr.Daxtel Mclamric at K j/finnex, Mr.John Darroch atC raigneija, | 
Mr. Doug a C anpbel-at Southend, Mr, John Moriſou at G 1 
Mr. Samuel Nairn at Errol, Mr. John Tulligelph at Dumbarnie, Mr. 
Alexander Glaſs at Kjmcleven, Mr, William Spence at Foſſowsy, 
Mr. Willion Chalmers at Monzy, Mr. John Forreſter at Stir- 
line, Mr.” Hugh White at Larbert, Mr. Alexenider Douglaſs at 
Logy, Mr. Michael Potter at Dumblane Miniſters. George 
Earl of Meſlvil Lord Prefident,ot the Council, George. Earl 
of Sutherland, John Earl of T Mybardine, John Earl of Rather- 
glen, William Lord Forbes, Robers Lord Burkigh , James 
Maſter of Carmichael, Sir Hap Dalrymple of Nortbberwick 
Lord Prefident of the Seſſion, Sir Jemes Stewart of Goodtrees 
His Majeſties Advocat, Adam Cockburn of Ormiſtoun Lord 
Theſaurer Depute, Sir Coline Campbel of Abetuchel,. Sir John 
Hamiltoun of Halcraig, Sir David Home of Croſsrig, three of 
the Senators of, the' Colledge of ar Mr. John Campbel 
Brother to the Ecrl of Argyle, Mr. Francis Montgomery of 
Giffane Brother to the Earlot Eglingtorn, Vieutenent Colonel 
John Erskine Governout of Dumbarton Caſtle, Sir John Swin- 
roun of that Ilk, Sir Joh» Clerk.of Pexnycook, Sir Williams Baird 
of Newbaith, Sir Andrew K punedy of Clobarn, Sir David Stew- 
art of Kjrkfeld, Sir William Denbolm of Weſtſhzilds, William 
Baillie of Lamingtoun, James Brody of that Ilk, George Dundaſs 
of that Ilk, 4 Drummond' of Meppg ins, Duncan Forbes of 
Colloden, William Fullertown of that IE James Pringle of Buck- 
holme, Mr, James Boſewal of Auchinleck Advocat, Captain 
John Erskine, Sir Patrick Jobnſtoun Lord Provoſt of Cm 
 burgh, John Scrimzeour of Kjrktoun Provoſt of Dundee, John 
Allardice Provoſt of Abredeen, John Anderſon of Dowhil Provoſt 
of Glaſgow, Robert : Arbuthner {ate Provoſt of Mon##oſe, Sir 
James Mclurg Dean of Gild of Edinburgh, Gideon Eliot Deacon 
Conveener there, and Mr. Robert Cook Advocat, Rating EL 
ders; To be Commiſſioners of the General Aﬀembly tothe 
Effe& before and aftermentioned, with full Power and 
Commiſſion to the ſaids Perſong or their Quorym, which is 
hereby Declared to be any Fifteen of the faids Commiffi- 
.  oners, Whereof Nine are always to be Miniſters To meet 
and Conveen within rhe Aſſembly-Houſe at Edinbargh,” the 
firſt day after the Dyſoluticn of this Aſſembly at Ten Hours 
in the Forenogn, and afterwards tb meet the firſt Wedneſ- 
days of Juxe, September, December ;andfirſt Tweſtlry of March, 
and aftner where and when they {hall think Needtul and 
Convenient,” with full Power 'to the faid Commiſſion to 
- Chuſe their own Moderator? And ſicklike The General 
 Aﬀembly fully  Empowers and Authorizes the ſaids Conr- 
miſſioners ot their Quorum to Conſider, Cognoſce, Re 
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nally Determine as they ſhall ſee capſe,: in everything con- 
| tained in, and conform to the Inſtructions given them by 
this Aſſembly, as Fully and. Freely as if the ſame-were -in' 
theſe preſents at full lengthvInſert,and Set Down, As alfo to 
-Conſider,Cognoſce and Finally Determine in all References,. 
. -Appeab, and other matters particularly referred to'them by 
any order- of this Aſſembly, all whichs holden as herein 
expreſt;And theGeneralAſſlembly doth hereby prohibite and 
Diſcharge the ſaids Commiſſioners to-mgddle in any other 
- matters than what is herein ggntained; Declaring alſo, That 
in and for their AQtings, thef ſhall be comptable to, and 
cenſuerable by the. next enſucing General Aſſembly of this 
Church. - And laſtly, - Devlares, that thus Commiſſion ſhall 
continue until the meeting of the next General Aſſembly. 


1 STS >. 
Inftruttions by the General Aſſembly to their Commiſſios. 
. | 
 Fadem Seffione. 


Fs HAT. this Commiſſion, as often as they ſhall ſee 
cauſe, apply to theGovernment, or any Magiſtrat, 
for their Countenanceing of, and concurring with the Ju-- 
dicatorics of the Church, in what the Law allows, and for 
prtring the Laws in Execution againſt Prophaneneſs, Re- 
gularing the Poor by providing Maintainance, and Labour 
' tor them, and particularly anear ſettteing Vacant Conpre- 
gations, * and Redreſſing any Greivances which may fall 
Out. | v. iS. 
2. {That when any of the Minifters who ſerved under 
the late Prelacy, whoſe Lives and DoAtrines may render 
them uſeful to this Church, do apply for Reception intoa 
ſhare of the Government of the Church, The General Aſ- 
 ſembly doImpower and Recommend to-their Commiſſion 
to receive them, according to the 13 Parag. of the 16 4 
of the General. Aſſembly Ann 1697 : And that the ſaid 
Commiſſion be. careful to ger due: Information from the 
Presbyteries where the faid perſon applying does,or did offi- 
ciat, and for the time reſides. A 
. That this Commiſſion in dispoſal of His Majeſtic” s 
Gita to this Church, do particularly take care, that the En- 
couragement granted by the General Aſſerably Anno 1699. 
to Probationers who are togo North to Preach be rendered 
effteQtual; and thar -they cauſe defray the Extraordinary 
Charges that ſeveral Miniſters of the North have been at, 
in carrying on tbe planting of Churches, and other publick - 
Affairs of the Church there. . 
4. The. 
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4. The ſaid Commiſſion is to 'cognoſce, and finally de- 
termine in all Referencesalready made; or to be made to 
them by this Aſſembly, and in all References and Appeals 
for Tranſporting Miniſters to the North, which ſhall be 
orderly brought *before them, according to the Overtures 
made thereanent.* by the General Aflembly, anno' 1699. 
This Commiſhon is alſo to correſpond with the State 
. anent Faſts and Thanksgivings, as occaſion requires, and 
to ſpecify the Cauſes thereof. 0-4: 
6. This Commiſſon is togive advice and affiſtanceto 
* any Synod or Presbytery in difficult caſes, as they ſhall be 
applyed unto by them for that effe&: As alſo this Commiſ- 
' fion 15 Ipowered to proceed according tothe 7th. Act of 
the General Aſſembly 1700. made in favours of the* Pres- 
byteries of Caithneſs, Orknay, and Zytland. - 3d 
7. This Commiſſion is Impowered toenqilire how Mi- 
niſters tranſparted by former Aſſemblies and their Commiſ- 
ſions, or by this General Aſſembly and their Commiſſion « 
have obeyed, or ſhall obey, and in caſe of disobedience, 
that they ſuſpend the diſobedient perſons for T hreeMoneths, » | 
and in caſe they donot obey after theſe. ThreeMoneths are 
elapſed, _ that then they be depoſed ſimpliciter, and this . 
articulatly to be applyed in the cafe of Mr. David Pitcairs * ' 
formerly Tranſported trom Creichrto Forreſſe, if he diſobey: 
* 8. - This Commiſhoa isto give all due Encouragemegt 
and Aſſiſtance to any Propoſals may be made tothem,anent 
Endeavours tor Reformation of Manners, . and for the effe- GR 
Rual curbidg of Prophanity ; and that they apply ina com- 
; petent manner to the Government, forthat end. = 
This Commiſſion or their Moderator inthe Intervals 
of the Commiſſion, are empowered to receive Calls Le- 
ally proceeded in; and to tranſmit the ſame to the Re- 
Live Presbyteries intereſted, And in caſe of, References 
or Appeals to the faid Commiſſion , That they proceed and 
| finally determine therein, according to the former AAQs of 
Aſſemblies for expediting Tranſportations to the North, 
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$4 XVII. 
A for rendering effett ual the Supplies of the North. 
hs Eadem Seſſione. | 
"PHE General Aflembly taking fo their Conſideration, 
the 24 AQ oftheGeneral Allembly 1700; For ren- 
dering Bfica 


ual the Supplies ofthe North, Dodeclare the 
G {6-4 {amen 


EEE od AEST 
famen to ſtand Riillin full force, and Refers'to the Commil: 
ſion to ſee to the Obſervation thereof. | « 


 % 4) # © 
- df ag aint Intruderes info Kjrks. 4 
| Eadem Sefſione. | 


” 
HE General Aﬀembly Appoints Presbyteries to - 
ſend in to the Commiſſion an Account of ſuch Mi- 
=. _ niſtersor Preachers as Intrude into Pariſhes, That: 
Applicatioamay be maderto the Government for removeing 
them according ro Law. 


RXIR. 


Recommendation anent the more frequent Adminiſtration of the 
By: Lords Supper. 


M36 Fadem Seffione. = 
HE General Aflembly Recommendsto Presbyteries 
j to take Care that the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per be mare frequently Adminiſtrat within their . 
Bounds, and that the Number of Miniſters to ſerye thereat 
be reftrited; So that neighbouring Churches be not there- 
by caſt deſolate on the Lords Day. ” 


Pe & 4 


AB apaihſt Abuſes at Lykevakes, Ptany-Brydulls, and Pto- 
he miſcous Damiting. 


| Eadem Seſſiane. 


"\HE General Aſſembly tid; and hereby do Revive 
| . the Act of the General Aſſembly 1645: . Againſt 
# Lykewakes,asalfo the Att of the ſaid Aﬀemidly for | 

reſtrainingAbuſes at Penny-Brydalls, and Likeways the AR& 
of the General Aſſembly -a»»0 1649: Diſchargeing promiſcu- 


ous Danceing, and Appoints the ſaids Afts to be -Read...in 
Etmurches beidre the Corigregation, and that Syrivds enquire 
ar Presbyteries concerning their Diligence anent the Obſer- 


vation ofthe ſaids Ads, and Recorttmends to Presbyterics 
to have their Thoughts upon what further may be neceſlary 
| for 


| General Aſſembly 11702. _— 
for Supprefſing and Preventing Abuſes at ſuch Occaſions, 
and give their Opinion the t to the next GeneraFAL - 
ſembly. | WS hs | 


X X 1. 


\VERTURES, Tranſmitted by the General 
 Aſtembly, Held in the Year 1701; ':Tothe 

: ſeveral Presbyteries, within this National Church, 
That they may Confider the ſame, and ſend their 
Opinion thereanent in Write to the next General 
Aſtembly, who may paſs the ſame in AtFs, if the 
more General Opinion of this Church. agree there- 


unto, 
x Anent Scandalous Perſons turning Popiſh. 


"F HAT in regair& fonie Perſons when challenged for 
WY Seandalturn Popiſh, or pretend to do fo, to evire 
Church-Cenſure, 'Thereforeit be Enacted that the Church 
proceed to the Cenfureof Excommunicanion againit ſuch, af- 
ter all dne painstaken to Reclaim rhem prove ineffectual,and 
this to-beintirnate ir+ all Churches within the Kingdom. 


2 Anent Proteitants Marrying Papiſts. 
HAT in Regaird Proteſtants Marrying with Perſons of 


a different Region is againſt the Word of God, and */ > » 


of very dangerous Conſequence if not timeouſly prevented, 
Therefore that the General Aſſembly Appoint Inferior Ju- 
dicatorics, totake ſpecial Notice of {uch, and of Parents and 
Others who give Conſent th. {uch Marriages, and proceed 
" againſt them vven tg the highelt Cenſure of the Church, 

and that publiek Intimation of ghe Premiſſes, be made inall 
the Churches withis; the Kingdom. 


| 3; Hue#1 Excommunication. oo 

T3 { © 0 138A al | Yu 
-1 HAT Feaſt-the Sentcnec of Bxeemmunication be- 
| q delpiacy; eget that Perſons may not converſe with 
_ © , ſuch; &ifthey were net Excommunicat: There- 
fore it be enacted That the Sentence of  Excommunicatis 
on being firſt _ through all the Churches _ 
2 e 
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* the Presbytcry where the ſaid Sentence was pronounced 
if the Perton continue Obſiiffar, That then the Presbytery 
give an account thereof to the Synod, who areto appoint 
the like Intimativn to be made in all the Churches within 
their Bounds, and if notwithſtanding of this; and other due 
means uſed to Reclaim them, they ſhall continue Obſtinar, 
In that caſe an account of their Names, and.Sentence -paſt 
againſt them be brought by the Synod to the General Aſſem- 
bly, that they may appoint Intimation thereof to be made 
through all the Churches of the Nation, And that at all the 
foreſaid reſpective Intimations, Miniſters take occaſion to 
hold furth the ſad ſtate and condition of Excommunicar Per- 
. ſons, and to Inform People how to carry towards them. 


4. Anent Irregular Abſolving of Scandalous perſons. 


That in Regaird ſome of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion, who 
have no Paſtoral Relation to any Congregation, take upon 
them to Abſolve in corners Perions under Publick Scandal, 
and that others of them who poſſeſisChurches take upon them 
to Abſolve Perſons 'in other Congregations, Therefore it 
beEnaQted that theKirk Seſſion and Presbytery within whoſe 


Bounds the foreſaid Scandalous Perſons have their Reſidence, 


Declare that Perſons in the foreſaid Circumſtances are till 
lying under Scandal, and that they proceed againſt them 
accordingly,and that the Miniſter of whzt Perſwalion ſoever 
who jo Abfolveth, be Cenſured by the Presbytery of the 
Bounds. of ; | 


8, Anent Students paſſing Tryals. 
That mote fri& notice be taken of ſach as paſs their Try- 


* . © alsin orderto the Miniſtry, and for that end. 190. © That 


it beRecohmmended to Presbyterics by the General Aſſtmbly, 
That they obſerve the A& of the General Aﬀembly anent the 
Age ofſuch. -2do, That morepains be taken to enquire in- 
' tothe Evidences of their Piety. . 3:46. That-the Catechetick 
Tryals be not perfunRQtoriouſly gone about,and'that fome 'Mi- 
niſters be.2ppointed to Examine ther upon the ſeveral heads 


of Divinity,and the Government of the Church, and to know - 


' What reaſon they can give' for their Faith and Sentiments in 
theſe matters, and how they can Anſwer ſome Principal 
Objeftions, and that"this "be not done haſtily, but that a 
| poo—_ competent -time be allowed for that purpoſe. 470. 
hat there be one Tryal alſo given to Probationers of their 

uts as to LeQuuripg, 61.3251 þ 
dagds 2; 6. Ag4inſ 
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6. Againſt Prophaneneſs with « Reference to the Com- 
miſſion, 


That for the more EfteQuual Reſtraining Prophaneneſs and 
Immorality, and exact Execution of the Laws againſt them, 
It be -Recomended to the Commiſſion ro Appoint ſome of 
their Number with the Clerk, to draw out an Abſtract of 
all Acts of Aſſemblies to that purpoſe, both before and ſince 
the Revolution, which being Reviſed and Approven by the 
whole Commiſſion at their Quarterly meeting in June,nayby * 
them be ordered to bePrinted together with the abſtra& of the 
Acts of Parliament againſt Prophaneneſs in a ſmall Volume, 
and each Presbytry enjoyned twice a year at leaſt, ardiets ap- 

inted in hanc effefFam to read theic, and enquire at each 
Miniſter what is done by him forthe Execution thereof, and 
every Synod take a ftrict account of Presbytries their Dili- 

ence and Faithfulneſs therein: And likeways that it be 
ecommended to all Presbytriesto think ſeriouſly what ma 
be further needful for Reſtraining of Wickedneſs, and Ad- 
vancement of Piety, and the Kingdom of Chriſt in the Na- 
tion, and ſend in their Overtures concerning the ſame to the 
next Aﬀembly, who-may take theſe to their ſerious con- 
fideation, and make this their cheif and firſt Work. The 
General Aſſembly having heard the abovewriten Overture, 
Do Tranſmit-the ſame to the ſeveral Presbytries, and in the 
mean time Recommend to their Commiſſion to ſee to the 
the drawing out of an Abſtract ofthe Acts of Aſſembly and 
Parliament as is abovementioned. 


XXIL 


HE next General Aſlembly of this National Church is 
to be held at Edinbergh the ſixth day of March in the 
Year One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Two. 
The Aſſembly being Cloſed the Members were Diſmiſſed with 
Prager Singing the 132. Pſalm, from the 11th Verſe to the 
Cloſe, And pronounceing of the Bleſſing. s 


|  Colleted and Extratted from the Records 
of the General Aſſembly, By me 


Dav. Dundas C/s; 
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Commiſlioners.to General Aſſemblies conform to AR of 


Aſſembly 164r. Seſ/, 3. 
The Univerſity of -/4/gow excuſed for not ſending a Com- 
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